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JOURNAL 


OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH, 1829. 

On Monday the 16th day of November, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight h7undred and twenty nine, the following members of the 
House of Representatives appeared in the state capitol, in the city of Tus¬ 
caloosa, were duly qualified and took their seat, to wit: 

From the county of Autauga Robert Broadnax and William Hester. 

From the county of Baldwin, David Mims. 

From the county of Bibb, J ames B. Clark, and J onathan J ones. 

From the county of Blount, Marston Mead, and Daniel Murphree. 

From the county of Butler, Nathan Cook. 

From the county of Clarke, William Mobley. 

From the county of Conecuh and Covington, J ohn Green and Henry 
E. Curtis. 

From the county of Dallas, Jefferson C. Van Dyke, Uriah Grigsby, and 
William Taylor. 

From the county of Franklin Benjamin Hudson, and Robert C. Horton. 

From the county of Fayette, J ohn Shipp. 

From the county of Green, J ohn Gayle, George Hays, and Daniel B. 
Richardson. 

From the counties of Henry and Dale, James Ward. 

From the county of J ackson, J ames Smith, William Barclay, J ames 
Roulston, and J ames Russell. 

From the county of J efferson, J ohn Brown and John F. Forrest. 

From the county of Lawrence, David G. Ligon, William Hodges, and 
Thomas Coopwood. 

From the county of Limestone, George W., Lane, Daniel Coleman, and 
Thomas Bibb. 

From the county of Lauderdale, Samuel Craig, John Pope and Francis 
Durrett. 

From the county of Madison, Thomas Fearn, David More, William 
Acklen, junr. Henry King, and J ames Penn. 

From the county of Morgan, Thomas McElderry, J ohn T. Rather, 
and Horatio Philpott. 

From the county of Marion, James Metcalfe, and De La F. Roysdon. 

From the county of Montgomery, Samuel C. Oliver, Henry Goldthwate, 
and Mosely Baker. 

From the county of Marengo, Charles G. Conner. 

From the county of Monroe, Enoch Parsons, Samuel Dale, and J ohn 
Morrisett. 

From the county of Mobile, Joseph Bates, junr. and Thomas Byrnes. 

From the county of Perry, George Weissinger, David Cole, and Eli¬ 
sha Young. 

From the county of Pike, Charles A. Dennis and J acinth J ackson. 
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From the county of Pickens, George H. Flourney. 

From the county of St. Clair, Henry Bradford, and J ohn Massey. 

From the county of Shelby, Joab Lawler. 

From the county of Tuscaloosa, Marmaduke Williams, Hardin Per¬ 
kins, Willis Banks, and Harvey W. Ellis. 

From the county of Washington, J ohn Fits. 

From the county of Wilcox, Walter R. Ross, and Allen Robinson. 

On motion of Mr. Weissinger, Mr. Williams was called to the chair, and 
Thomas B. Tunstall appointed clerk pro tern. 

The house then proceeded to the election of a Speaker: J ohn Gayle and 
Thomas Bibb being in nomination. John Gayle having received a majori¬ 
ty of voted was declared duly elected, conducted to the chair, and made 
his acknowledements to the house for te honor conferred, was qualified, 
and entered upon the discharge of his duties. 

The house then proceeded to the election of a principal clerk; where¬ 
upon Thomas B. Tunstall was duly elected, was qualified and entered 
upon the discharge of the duties of his office. 

The house then proceeded to the election of an engrossing clerk; where¬ 
upon William B. McClellan was duly elected, was qualified, and entered 
upon the discharge of the duties of his office. 

The house then proceeded to the election of an assistant clerk; where¬ 
upon T. Nixon Van Dyke was duly elected, was qualified, and entered 
upon the discharge of the duties of his office. 

The house then proceeded to the election of a door keeper; whereupon 
J ohn Tatom was duly elected, was qualified, and entered on the discharge 
of the duties of his office. 

On motion of Mr. Forrest: Resolved, that the clerk of the House be in¬ 
structed to inform the Senate that the house of Representatives is organ¬ 
ized, that they have elected the Honorable J ohn Gayle, Speaker; Thomas 
B. Tunstall, principal Clerk; T. Nixon Van Dyke, Assistant Clerk; Will¬ 
iam B. McClellen, engrossing clerk; and J ohn Tatom, door keeper; and 
are now ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr .Williams: It is ordered that the rules heretofore 
adopted for the government f the house, be adopted as the rules for the 
government of the present session until otherwise altered. 

On motion of Mr. Mead: Ordered the one hundred copies of said rules 
be printed for the use of this house. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the house the certificate of John F. Mills she¬ 
riff of Madison county, certifying the number of votes that Gabriel Moore, 
received for Governor in said county, which was read and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. speaker laid before the house the certificate of D. McLean, sheriff 
of Autauga county, certifying the number of votes that Gabriel Moore 
received for Governor in said county, which was read and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the house the certificate of Allen Moore, sheriff 
of Washington county, certifying the number of votes that Gabriel Moore 
received for governor in said county, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. speaker laid before the house the certificate of John Grigg, sheriff, 
of Lawrence county, certifying the number of votes that Gabriel Moore 
received for governor in said county, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the house the certificate of Thomas Dains, she¬ 
riff of Pickens county, certifying the number of votes that Gabriel Moore 
received for governor in said county, which was read and laid on the table. 
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On motion of Mr. Rather: Resolved, that the secretary of state be instruc¬ 
ted to furnish this House with a list of such returns for governor as may be 
filed in his office. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Quin Morton, which is 
as follows: Mr. Speaker, the senate have adopted the following resolution: 
Resolved, that a message be sent to the House of Representatives informing 
that body that the Senate have assembly ; have elected the Hon. Levin 
Powell, of Tuscaloosa, their President; Francis S. Lyon, Secretary ; George 
W. Crabb, assistant Secretary ; and J ames A. Bates, door keeper; and are 
now ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. Acklen: Resolved, that a select committee be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of this House, to act with such committee as may be appoint¬ 
ed on the part of the Senate to wait on his Excellency and inform him that 
the two Houses of the General Assembly are now organized, and read to 
receive any communication he may please to make; whereupon Messrs 
Acklen and parsons were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis: Resolved, that Erasmus Walker, Esqr, editor of 
the Alabama State Intelligencer, a newspaper published in the town of 
Tuscaloosa, be permitted a seat within the bart of the Hall for the purpose 
of taking notes upon the proceedings of this House. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, November 17th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the resolution of your honorable body proposing the appointment 
of a joint committee to wait on the Governor, and inform his of the organ¬ 
ization of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and of their readiness 
to receive any communication he may think proper to make; and have ap¬ 
pointed on their part Messrs McVay and Moore. Ordered, that said mes¬ 
sage lie on the table. 

Samuel W. Mardis, a representative from the county of Shelby, appeared, 
was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a message from the Governor, which 
is as follows. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, November 17th, 1829. 

The Honorable the Speaker, and members of the House of Representatives: 

GENTLEMEN:- The Secretary of State is necessarily absent from the 
seat of Government on account of the indisposition of his family. The 
House of Representatives will have the goodness to receive any communi¬ 
cation from this department by captain Abbott, who will be intrusted with 
the delivery of them in the absence of the Secretary of State. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully Your obedient servant. 

(Signed.) JOHN MURPHY. 

Ordered that said message lie on the table. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a message from the Secretary of State 
which is as follows: 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, TUSCALOOSA, Nov. 17th, 1829. 

Sir- I n obedience to a resolution of your Honorable body, directing the 
Secretary of State to furnish the returns of the late election for Governor 
of this state, I have the honor to forward herewith all the returns of the 
election for Governor which have been received at this office. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant. J. I THORNTON. 

Hon. J OHN GALE, J r. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Ordered that the said message lie on the table. 
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On motion of Mr. Bibb: Resolved, that Alexander M. Robertson, editor of 
the newspaper called the Spirit of the Age, be assigned a seat within the 
bar of this House, for the purpose of taking notes of its proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Coopwood: Resolved, that the following standing com- 
mittes be appointed to wit: 

A Committee on Privileges and Elections: a Committee on Propositions and 
Grievances; a Committee on Enrolled Bills; a Committee on Inland Naviga¬ 
tion; a Committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries; a Committee on Ways and 
Means; a Committee on the Military; a Committee on the J udiciary; a Com- 
mitte on County Boundaries; a Committee on Schools, Colleges, School and 
College Lands; a Committee on Accounts; a Committee on Divorce & Alimony; 
a Committee on the State Bank; a Committee on the State Capitol; a Com¬ 
mittee on Indians, and affairs in relation to lands in possession of Indians with¬ 
in the charted limits of this State. 

Mr. Fearn moved to amend the resolution by striking out 'school, colle¬ 
ges, school and college lands," with a view to insert the word "Education: 
which was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Massey presented the petition of Jesse Lott, praying compensation 
for the loss of a negro man slave named Harry, executed in St. Clair county 
for the murder of one J ames Taylor, which was read. Mr. Bibb moved 
that said petition lie on the table which was carried. 

Mr. Goldthwaite obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled An act 
to increase the pay, and the more effectually to provide for the payment of 
the jurors for the county of Montgomery, which was read and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Acklen from the select committee appointed on the part of this House 
to act with a committee appointed on the part of the Senate to wait on his 
Excellency the Governor, have performed that duty, and received for an¬ 
swer that his excellency will communicate by message this day at the 
hnur of twelve o'clock. Ordered that said report lie on the table. 

On motion of Russell: Resolved, that a select committee be appointed 
for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency of adopting a memorial 
addressed to the Congress on the United States soliciting the postponement 
of the sale of public lands of J ackson county; whereupon Messrs Russell 
Acklen and Fearn were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Lawler: Resolved, that a select committee be appointed 
to take into consideration the propriety of opening a turnpike road from the 
town of Montevallo, in Shelby county, to the line between this state and the 
state of Georgia, on the nearest and best way to Milledgeville, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise; whereupon Messrs Lawler, Baker, and Clark 
were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor: Resolved, that the secretary of state be directed 
to furnish this House with the proceedings of a general court martial con¬ 
vened at Claiborne in March last, for the purpose of determining a contested 
election for Major General of the 4th division of the militia of this state, and 
all matters therewith connected. 

Mr. Roysdon offered the following resolution: Resolved, that two members 
be appointed a committee on the part of this House, to contract for stationa¬ 
ry for the use of the same. Mr. Perkins moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after the word "Resolved," with a view to insert the follow¬ 
ing, "that the door keeper of this House be and he is hereby authorized to 
procure stationary and fuel for the use of this body, and also an additional 
number of chairs that may be needed, and benches for the lobby. Mr. Fearn 
moved further to amend the resolution by adding the words, "with green 
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baize curtains to the southern windows of this hall, an a suitable number 
of spit boxes for the use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons: Resolved, that a joint committee be appointed 
to inquire of the propriety of readopting and urging upon the consideration 
of the Congress of the United States the important matters embraced 
in the memorial of the Legislature of this state at the last session, concern¬ 
ing the public lands and rights of preemption in favor of actual settlers and 
relinquishers, and to inquire whether said memorial ought to embrace any 
additional matter, and if so to report a suitable memorial for the purpose; 
whereupon Messrs Parsons, Goldthwaite and Mardis were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution: Resolved, that a committee be 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of drafting a memorial of remon¬ 
strance to the Congress of the United States, protesting against the right 
claimed by the General Government to the waste lands within the state. 

Mr. Goldwaite moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was car¬ 
ried. 

Mr. Coopwood offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the Comp¬ 
troller be requested to report to this House a statement of the amount of 
taxes paid into the treasury of this state by the difference counties, and the 
amount received on each different item of taxation. 

Mr. Forrest moved that the resolution lie on the table till Monday next, 
which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy: Resolved, that with the concurrence of the 
Senate, the two Houses will proceed on to morrow in joint meeting in the 
Representative Hall, to examine, enumerate, and ascertain the votes given 
at the last general election for Governor of this state, and to decide and de- 
tirmine on said election. 

On motion of Mr. Baker: Resolved, that a committee to be called "The 
Committee on the state of the Republic," be appointed as one of the stan¬ 
ding committees of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor: Resolved, that the comptroller of public ac¬ 
counts be directed to furnish this House with a statement, shewing the 
amount of rents received for the public ferry, the property of the state; the 
amount received for rents of the lands of the state, with the number of 
acres rented, and also the amount of rent received for the public buildings 
in th town of Cahawba. 

Mr. Ligon offered the following resolution: Resolved, by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the state of Alabama in General Assembly 
convened, that in the intercourse which necessarily exists between the execu¬ 
tive and legislative departments of the government in this state it is anti re¬ 
public to style the Governor "His Excellency," which was lost. 

Mr. Hudson offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the judiciary 
committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing by 
law the drawing of a jury of twenty four persons to attend the County 
Courts of this state, under the same rules and regulations that jurors are 
now drawn to attend the Circuit Courts of this state, and that they report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Penn moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. The 
question was then put on the adoption of the resolution, and lost. 

A communication in writing was received from the Governor, by Mr. 
Abbott, which was read and is as follows: 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, TUSCALOOSA, NOVEMBER 17,1829. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives. 

FELLOW CITIZENS:- The annual requirements of public duty have 
led us again to assembly at the Seat of Government. In thus meeting 
you, I have the honor to offer my respectful and affectional congratula¬ 
tions. On these stated and interesting occasions, the mind very natur¬ 
ally recurs to the contemplation of the peculiar political advantages 
which we enjoy. Almost every where else the human species are sub¬ 
jected to institutions, and have been drawn into circumstances, which are 
highly unfavorable to happiness, and to that progressive improvement in 
knowledge, morals and the arts of life, which tend to much to amelir- 
ate, adorn and dignify the conditions of the human family. The energies 
of man are restrained, and his faculties borne down by arbitrary subjec¬ 
tion to the will of others. But here very one has opportunity to pur¬ 
sue his own interests, according to his own volitions, subjected only to 
the restraints of equal and wholesome laws. We should frequently con¬ 
template these blessings, not in the spirit of vain and boastful exultation, 
but that we might justly appreciate their value, and learn the most effec¬ 
tual means of ensuring their continuance. Our political circumstances 
are truly enviable, and should not fail to excite or gratitude in a pecu¬ 
liar degree. The Disposer of the condition of Nations has been most 
bountiful towards our favoured land, and His gifts should beheld in 
constant and most grateful remembrance. With what faithfulness and 
provident care should these gifts be preserved, for our own benefit, and 
that of all succeeding generations, that we may never be justly chargea¬ 
ble with having lost or impaired an inestimable treasure, because we were 
unconscious of its value. But while on the subject of our present meet¬ 
ing together, I cannot pass unnoticed the improved accommodation which 
is now afforded to the General Assembly in the State Capitol. Great 
exertions have been made by the Commissioners and the State Archi¬ 
tect, to prepare it for your reception, although other less material parts 
of the building still remain unfinished. I sincerely hope that it will ful¬ 
ly satisfy the highest expectations which you have formed of it, and that 
it may long remain a monument of the liberal ambition, and enlarged 
but not extravagant munificence of the State. The taste, skill, and ex¬ 
perience of the Architect, Capt. Nichols, deserve the highest commen¬ 
dations. In this edifice, beauty and use have been most happily com¬ 
bined, while a system of proper economy has been made to pervade the 
whole arrangement. How natural it is to wish and to hope, that this 
public building may be consecrated to the enlightened and harmonious 
transaction of public business; that within its walls, whatever small and 
temporary jarrings may occasionally exist without, the representative pat¬ 
riots of the State will always find their common fire side and home, transact¬ 
ing the common business in the liberal justice and generous affection of 
the same family. May it long remain the council hall, and citadel of liberty. 

But to speak more particularly of the state of the Republic: During the 
current year we have enjoyed a most propitious season, in which the pro¬ 
ductions of the earth have been unusually abundant; industry remains un¬ 
diminished, in the active steadiness of its laudable pursuits, and received 
from the bounty of Providence a fuller recompense; peace and plenty scat¬ 
ter their comforts throughout our land, the desire of becoming more inde¬ 
pendent of others, by a more extended cultivation of our own available 
resources, the necessity of which course, a sinister policy has forced up¬ 
on us, when we would have been content, much more at least to the ben- 
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staples, is becoming more general, and is better understood; a degree of 
good health, perhaps unexampled, has pervaded almost every portion 
of the State, and to crown all these blessings, the laws are faithfully ad¬ 
ministered by officers who are capable, zealous, and indefatigable, un¬ 
der may difficulties in the discharge of their duties, deserving thereby 
the high approbation of their country. 

It is much in the spirit of true patriotism to act with zeal as if noth¬ 
ing were done, while any thing yet remains to do for the good of the 
country. Perhaps to human institution was ever made so perfect as 
not to have admitted of some amendment, either in matter or form, and 
doubtless our recent system of laws, under which however we might 
live, and do live happily, admits of material alteration, and should give 
place to additions and modifications, making it more conducive to its 
general objects. It is for this purpose, with others, that the people au¬ 
thorize us annually to assembly. The laws of a well regulated commu¬ 
nity, should be as few and as comprehensive as possible. Comprehen¬ 
siveness should only be limited by perspicuity. Multiplicity of enact¬ 
ments is every way inconvenient. The introduction of new laws, and 
the amendment of those already in existence, often require much care 
and deliberation, for change and addition are not necessarily the improve¬ 
ment of the system, but may happen frequently to be the reverse, the 
practical result of laws should be well observed, the evil and the good 
which attend their provisions, for thee is scarcely any institute which 
is not subject to objections. It may be easy to provide a remedy, but it 
often happens that those objections can only be removed by the intro¬ 
duction of new and grater ones. We shall always have to submit to 
some inconvenience, for nothing human is perfect, and the judgment 
has constant exercise to determine the comparative magnitude of evils 
which exist, and those which would be introduced by an attempt to re¬ 
move them. In civil as well as in moral things the tree is known by its 
fruits. When institutions become moderately perfect, the changes to 
be made in them ought to be few and far between. They will be receiv¬ 
ed with greater veneration with every successive year which is added to 
their existence, their antiquity will become a shield to them, their opera¬ 
tions will have been long felt and afforded satisfaction; and what is of 
infinite consequence, they will be more generally and better known- 
Frequent change of the laws is liable to the serious objections that it 
necessarily produces ignorance of the laws. There is such intimate or 
remote connexion subsisting between laws which have been passed in 
successive periods of time, that by the repeal or modification of one, 
others are affected or impaired, but in such a manner as may easily 
elude the vigilance of the lawgiver, but being discovered afterwards, 
and an attempt made to provide for it a complexity and confusion is 
introduced which frequently embarrasses even professional men, and are 
utterly unintelligible to persons in common life. These considerations 
should hasten the perfection of our laws to the highest attainable 
point, and then they should be permitted to receive only few and obvi¬ 
ous amendments- retain those that operate well, and correct the defec¬ 
tive with a sparing and cautious hand. These reflections and labors be¬ 
long peculiarly to your department, and are safely confided to your wis¬ 
dom and patriotism. I n discharge of the duty which devolves on this 
Department, I do not think it necessary at present, to make but few, if 
any special suggestions, in regard to the laws. 

The Commissioners appointed at the last session to examine, value, 
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class, and select 400,000 acres of relinquished land in the Tennessee 
valley, which were given to this state by the Congress of the United 
States, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Tennessee 
and other rivers in this state, are understood to have made a return to 
the Register, and that the land office has been opened for the entry of 
the lands, as far as I have been able to understand the proceedings, I 
think the Commissioners have in some degree misapprehended the instruc¬ 
tions of the act under which they were appointed, but if any mistake has 
been committee, I am certain that it was altogether inadvertent and uninten¬ 
tional as there can be no doubt of the high honor, integrity, and intelligence 
of the Board of Commissioners, Under this impression, however, I con¬ 
sider it my public duty to bring the subject to your notice, that your su¬ 
perior wisdom may more correctly determine. It appears that the com¬ 
missioners examined the land, assessed a value on it, and selected 400,- 
000 acres, but at the same time they only classed 261,238.59 acres, re¬ 
porting what is termed in the return unclassed land to the amount of 
138, 756,12, which being added to the classed lands, make an aggregate 
of 400,000 acres, (lacking only a small quantity,) which the Commis¬ 
sioners term selected land. The unclassed lands composing a part of 
the 400,000 acres as mentioned above are returned by he Commission¬ 
ers valued at various prices less than a dollar and a quarter pre acre. 

From an attentive perusal of the 4th, 5th, and 6th sections of the act, it 
will appear that the Commissioners failed to perform what the act re¬ 
quired them to do, and adopted a course of proceeding which the act 
oes not authorize. The act requires the Commissioners to examine 
the land, to assess its value and class it, "according to th classes and 
standard of valuation" established by the act, and when the examination 
of the whole was completed, to select 400,000 acres, which they might 
deem of the greatest value, and to return a list of the same, together with 
the class in which every particular tract may have been arranged, to the 
Register of the land office. The classes were three in number, the whole 
400,000 acres were to be included in these classed, and the lowest or 
most inferior class was not to be valued at less than the minimum price 
of the lands of the united States. But the commissioners have not 
classed the whole of the 400,000 acres, nor have they valued the most 
inferior class of the selection, at a price not less than the minimum price 
of the lands of the United States. The distinction of unclassed lands, 
composing at the same time a part of the 400,000 acres selected, was 
made by the Commissioners, not only unauthorized by the act, bu tin 
direct opposition to its express requirements. If the whole of the selec¬ 
tion was required to be classed, how could it be in conformity to the 
requirement, that a portion of it should be returned unclassed? The val¬ 
ue of the lowest or most inferior class is evidently independent of all 
examination and is fixed by the act itself; and the valuation of the Com¬ 
missioners in that class have them only power of requiring from 
$1.25, the minimum price of lands of the United States, to three 
dollars, the minimum of the next class under the act, according as the 
lands to be arranged in that lowest class, might differ from each other in 
real and intrinsic value. The Commissioners are required to make a 
return to the Register of the whole 400,000 acres, together with the 
class and the price affixed to each particular tract. It would seem that 
the commissioners could not have made the return to the Register which 
the law requires, for how could they state the class of the whole, when 
the whole had not been classed? Can the Register legally open his of- 
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fice for the entry of the lands until a legal return is made to him: He 
is required to notify the Land office at Huntsville, and the Commission¬ 
er of the General Land office at Washington city what lands have been 
selected, and to make a fair copy of the return of the Commissioners, 
"shewing the price and class of each particular tract of land according 
to its true valuation.” How can the Register make this copy when the re¬ 
turn has not furnished th means? It is possible that the words "ac¬ 
cording to its true valuation" which occur only in the 7th section, may 
have tended to mislead the Commissioners, but it must always be re¬ 
membered that the act itself subjects the true valuation, at least in the 
lowest class, to the standard of valuation which it has established. But if it 
be contended otherwise, and that the true valuation is to be considered 
the means of determining what lands shall compose even the lowest class, 
a still greater difficulty awaits us, and the return of the Commissioners 
itself will shew, that it is impossible to carry the act into effect, and that 
there is not 400,000 acres in the six enumerated counties, which can be 
divided into three classed, the lowest class of which may be truly valued 
at $1.25 per acre. The law has not been complied with, or it is impos¬ 
sible to comply with it, either of which cases would prove equally fa¬ 
tal to the validity of what has been done. If the act cannot be carried 
into effect, it is a mere trial or experiment; if it can be carried into ef¬ 
fect, but has not been, it still remains to be done by a suitable effort, 

The Commissioners according to their own return have not been able to 
find 400,000 acres which can be classed into three classes according to 
the standard of valuation, as the act requires to be done. In this event 
had the Commissioners any power to adopt a remedial or substituted 
course at their own discretion, and would a return made under such cir¬ 
cumstances authorize the Regester to open his office for the entry of the 
Lands? The return contemplated by the law seems not to have been 
made to the Register, although a return has been made to him, and 
mush as it is to be regreted, the whole proceeding appears to be irregu¬ 
lar and invalid. If this should be the determination to which the wis¬ 
dom of both houses will arrive, a remedy may be provided by an explan¬ 
atory act, and the Commissioners who have performed the laborious 
duty of the examination, and are in possession of the necessary memo¬ 
randa might be again directed to assembly to class the whole of the 
land and fix the value under the direction of such explanatory act. The 
difficult part has been fully performed, the error, if any, only applies to 
the arrangement of the results. The measure has so far proved unac¬ 
complished and whatever has been done admits of any correction which the 
honor or interest of the state, consistent with due justice and liberality 
towards the occupants of the land, may require. Those who have al¬ 
ready entered lands may receive a return of their money until the ar¬ 
rangements for entry may become regular and complete. The General 
Assembly cannot be bound by any thing which has been done by their a- 
gents unless it be in conformity to instructions, and powers which were given 
as in this case, by a public law of the land. No citizen can avail himself, 
morally or legally, of benefits derived from the violation of such a law. 

It is proper here to observe, that the proceedings under the act have 
not been considered entirely satisfactory either at home or abroad, so 
far as can yet be learned, the impression prevails, that the land has been 
valued too low, and this impression may so extend and gather strength, 
that it will finally affect and do violence to the liberal spirit in the Con¬ 
gress of the United States which prompted the donation. From the pe- 
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culiar circumstances of the case, the reputation of the state is liable to 
be involved, and nothing should be left undone which may place the 
perfect integrity and honor of the state in the clearest light. The state 
was anxious that the donation should prove beneficial to the full extent 
of its worth, and denoted its value to be assessed in this way, most likely 
to ascertain its real value. If an auction sale had been resorted to, 
then the charge might have been made of extensive and interested com¬ 
binations to bid off the land below its value. It is very certain that even 
here, the lands were anticipated to be far more valuable, than they would 
be found to be upon a full and careful examination, and this misappre¬ 
hension would be still more likely to prevail, even to a grater extent, 
in other places. The State had the difficult business to perform of dis¬ 
posing of property, to the satisfaction of parties in interest, upon which 
an unreasonable estimate had been placed. Under all the circumstances 
of the case, the reasonable presumption is, that the lands have not really 
been valued too low, but the reputation of the state demands that the in¬ 
quiry should be made. It seems to be that the subject is still open for 
the exercise of the discretion of the General Assembly, that something 
must still be done to carry the act into effect, and that the proceedings 
on it have been irregular and inconclusive. If errors have gone abroad, 
or are entertained at home, the honor of the state requires that they 
should receive all the correction of which they may be susceptible. The 
agency of the stat in regard to this liberal donation, should be placed 
beyond censure, and if possible above all suspicion. The utmost integ¬ 
rity has influenced its councils, and they must not be suspected of any 
obliquity. I beg leave to recommend this important subject to the ear¬ 
liest consideration of the General Assembly. With regard to the best 
mode of applying the funds to the accomplishment of the work, which 
will doubtless receive your most attentive consideration, I only think 
it necessary to renew the recommendation which I had the honor to make 
at the last session of the General Assembly. 

The affairs of the Bank of the State of Alabama will claim a due portion 
of your attention. Every facility of operation, every means of security and 
every form of public encouragement should be afforded to this interesting 
I nstitution which is the common property of the people of the State, and 
confided to the care and protection of the Representatives. Its public 
benefits are sensibly felt, not only in its currency and accommodations, but 
in the safe deposit and constant improvement of all our public funds. 

From a knowledge of its transactions, and the course of its business. I am 
fully persuaded, that it will be expedient, either this year, or as soon as 
possible, to establish an office of it in the city of Mobile. The Tennessee 
Valley also, as has been frequently suggested, presents an important lo¬ 
cality for an office of the Institution. It is unnecessary to go into details 
on this subject, as you will have the means of obtaining the fullest infor¬ 
mation from the highest sources. The condition of the Bank is prosper¬ 
ous, and it still promises to realize all the hopes and expectations of the 
country. A communication was made to the principal capitalists of the 
United States on the subject of the loan, but without an opportunity 
of making a satisfactory arrangement. A future period, if is thought, will 
be more favorable if the State should be inclined to obtain the loan. 

I hope I may be permitted again to press on the attention of the 
General Assembly, the insufficiently of the salaries now received by the 
J udges of the State, the Attorney General, and the Solicitors. It 
were superfluous, certainly, to descant on the public importance of these 
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state officers; the administration of justice, and the able prosecution 
of public offenders, are known to be at the foundation of all our civil pros¬ 
perity, and without these, our institutions, however wise and beneficent, 
would fail to produce their legitimate results. It is evident that the 
labors of the J udges are becoming more arduous, and that the public 
have a constantly increasing interest in the due discharge of the duties 
which devolve on them. The compensation should be such as to satisfy 
the reasonable expectations of the best legal talents, and the highest in¬ 
tegrity which we can command. We cannot expect to have the benefit 
of distinguished services, unless we reward them by moderate and suita¬ 
ble acknowledgements. The J udges should receive a sum at least sufficient 
to make a decent and suitable provision for their families, as they are 
almost entirely prevented from attending to their private concerns, by 
the continual demands of public duty. It cannot, surely, be unworthy of 
your attention, to adopt such measures as will insure the best services 
in future, and at the same time retain those which we have the good for¬ 
tune already to possess. The office of a solicitor, I am persuaded, is 
much underrated, at least, the compensation would seem to justify such 
an opinion. As they are the legal organs of the State, in a difficult and 
important branch of its service, they should possess high character and 
qualifications. We cannot always expect to have such men at the com¬ 
pensation now allowed ; a shade of discredit, at least the ideal of non¬ 
importance is thrown on the office by the amount of the salary. Something 
should be done to raise it to the dignity which ought to belong to it. 

The salary should be made at least double what it is now. I have no 
doubt that it would be highly expedient to require them to attend the 
sessions of the legislature, with the per diem pay of the members. 

Their presence would be very necessary in all impeachments, as counsel 
learned in the law, and they could always greatly aid and expedite 
legislative business. Their services at all times would far exceed the 
amount of their compensation. 

At the last session of the General Assembly, a strong but temperate 
memorial was addressed to the government of the United States, on the 
subject of the last tariff imposed on imported articles. It is hoped that 
more mature reflection, as well as the experience of many places, will 
have combined to produce the conviction, that it threatens the country 
in general with many evils, without producing even the common share 
of insulated benefits, which frequently attend even bad measures. Its 
impolicy, injustice and unconstitutionality, may be truly said to become 
every day more apparent. It would seem to have had its principal 
spring in desires and passions of our nature, which are certainly the 
least respectable, and are more likely to produce feelings of just indig¬ 
nation, than to conciliate or reconcile. J udicious and temperate efforts for 
the constitutional repeal of this obnoxious measure, should in no wise 
be intermitted; the argument, if argument can still have place, should 
be more full, and th tone more earnest. In the mean time no expedient 
should be left unessayed the more fully to counteract it. The dictates 
of honorable interest, as well as the love of country, not that sickly 
and contracted sentiment, which can only embrace the small circle of 
our own selfish pursuits, but that which is the offspring of enlarged 
benevolence and generous philanthropy, should prompt us to do away 
as speedily as we can this pernicious error. 

I feel it my duty to recommend to your attention a revision of th 
criminal laws of the state, not with a view to introduce new sanctions, 
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but to insure the proper application of those which are already provided. 

It too frequently happens that criminals, especially those who are affluent, 
influential, or who have many friends, escape the punishment which is due 
to their crimes. It is painful to hear the remark, that it is difficult to con¬ 
vict such a criminal, however clearly his guilt may be established. The 
present mode of obtaining the jury seems to be principally chargeable 
with the fault. I consider it every way too little guarded, and affording 
more evidence of undistinguishing clemency, than of that human wis¬ 
dom which embraces with equal care of rights of the accused, and the 
demands of social justice. I n most of our forms of criminal prosecution, 
derived principally from other times, may be seen more of the ancient 
caution and struggles of liberty against power and oppression, than of those 
well balanced and reciprocal institutes, which are required in a more im¬ 
proved and safe state of society. I know it may be difficult to devise a 
system to which no plausible objection can be made, but doubtless your 
careful deliberations may provide a better one than that now in use. 

The policy adopted by the executive government of the United States 
towards the I ndian tribes residing within the limits of this and other 
states, has been officially announces to this department, a copy of which 
'will be laid before your. It seems alike calculated to do justice to the 
States, and to promote the best interest and happiness of the Indians. 

There can be but little doubt of its ultimate and speedy success. 

The buildings of the University, in which the State cannot but take 
the deepest interest, are progressing very handsomely, and will be 
ready for occupation, as soon as the other arrangements for the com¬ 
mencement of the institution can be made. Here again the services of 
the State Architect are highly necessary and valuable. It is fondly 
hoped, that the style of the buildings, the materials, and workmanship, 
will fully meet the expectations of the state, and prove every way suited 
to the great objects to which they are to be devoted. 

The case of the quo warranto against the Tombeckbe Bank, was de¬ 
cided at the last session of the Supreme Court, in favor of the Bank. 

Able counsel was employed on the part of the State, whose report will 
be submitted to you so soon as it may be received. 

The accounts heretofore remaining unsettled between this State and 
the State of Mississippi, have been finally adjusted. The State of Mis¬ 
sissippi has transferred and forwarded to this department, the bonds of 
the defaulting tax-collectors, who resided within the limits of this State, 
then a territory,) at the time of its separation from the State of Missis¬ 
sippi, and they have been placed in the hands of the Comptroller of 
public accounts, that the proper steps may be taken for their collection. 
Some of them are perfectly good, and it is hoped that from two to three 
thousand dollars may be collected on them. 

The following appointments were made during the recess of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, viz: William B. Wallace, J udge of the County Court of 
Lauderdale county, in the place of William S. Fulton, resigned : William 
I. Mason, J udge of the County Court of Limestone county, in the place 
of Daniel Coleman, resigned ; George Bowie, J udge of the County 
Court of Conecuh county, in the place of J ohn Dean, removed ; Rod¬ 
dy Smith, J udge of the County Court of Fayette county, vice J ohn 
McConnell, resigned ; and David Murphree, J udge of the County Court 
of Walker county, vice S. D. Read, resigned. I have just received the 
resignation of J ohn Elliott, Esq. late Solicitor of the first J udicial Circuit, 
which I have the honor herewith to transmit your. 
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In closing this communication, I am filled with peculiar emotions of 
respect, affection and gratitude while I contemplate the near dissolution 
of the relation which I have sustained towards the General Assembly for 
the last four years. On every occasion I have experienced the kindest 
indulgence. I have been encouraged by the most liberal support, and in 
my feeble attempts to serve the country have met with all proper co-op¬ 
eration. These grateful recollections cannot be erased from my memory. 

To the people I owe a debt of gratitude which can never be fully dis¬ 
charged. Towards you my ardent wishes are that you may merit and 
receive the highest rewards in the service of your country, that its honor 
and interests may prosper in your hands. May the blessing and guid¬ 
ance of heave attend you in the transaction of the public business in 
which your are about to be engaged. J OHN MURPHY. 

Mr. Mead moved the communication lie on the table till Thursday 
next, which was carried. Ordered that one thousand copies thereof be 
printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. Fearn obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to sus¬ 
pend the sale of the lands granted to the Sate of Alabama for the purposes 
of internal improvement, which was read a first time. Mr. Fearn then 
moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, be dis¬ 
pensed with, and that it receive a second reading forthwith, which was lost, 
there not being a constitutional majority voting in its favor, yeas 47, nays 
22. The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, 
Brown, Clark, Cole, Cook, Curtis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Greene, Grigs¬ 
by, Hester, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, 

Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpot, Rather, Robinson, 
Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Weissinger, Williams, 
Young, 47. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Bibb, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner, 
Coopwod, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, 

J ackson, J ones, Lane, Liggon, Metcalfe, Pope, Richardson, Roysdon, Ward, 22. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the House, Mr., Speaker proceeded to appoint 
the following standing committees to wit: 

A committee on Privileges and Elections, consisting of Messrs Penn, 
Weissinger, Coopwood, Brown, Greene, Jones, Rather, and Roulston. 

A committee on Propositions and Grievances, consisting of Messrs Weis¬ 
singer, Hudson, Russell, Hays, Fitts, Curtis, Craig, Dennis, and Rather. 

A committee on Enrolled Bills, consisting of Messrs Ellis, Broadnax, Lig¬ 
gon, Morrissette, Acklen and Banks. 

A committee on Inland Navigation, consisting of Messrs Bibb, Cole, Cook, 
Dennis, Flournoy, Forrest, Horton, Barclay, and Hester. 

A committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries, consisting of Messrs For¬ 
rest, Hays, Durrett, Lawler, Hodges, Jackson, Bates, Bradford, Brown, 

Metcalfe, and Murphree. 

A committee on Ways and means, consisting of Messrs Goldthwaite, 

Penn, Fearn, Mobley, Williams, Conner, Mims, and Ross. 

A committee on the Military consisting of Messrs Tayler, Dale, Massey, 

Mead, Smith, Perkins, Young, King, and Philpot. 

A committee on the J udiciary, consisting of Messrs Parsons, Mardis, Cole¬ 
man, Ellis, Pope, Roysdon, Young, Goldthwaite, and Van Dyke. 

A committee on County Boundaries, consisting of Messrs Clark, Weis¬ 
singer, Van Dyke, Richardson, Ross, Goldthwaite, Flournoy, and Conner. 



A committee on Education, consisting of Messrs Fearn, Young, Will- 
Parsons, Mardis, Oliver, Pope, Forrest, and Grigsby. 
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A committee on Accounts, consisting of Messrs Young, McElderry, Ward, 
Byrnes, Lane, and Banks. 

A committee on Divorce and Alimony, consisting of Messrs Mardis, Rob¬ 
inson, Mims, Russel, Jones and Ship. 

A committee on lands appropriated for internal improvement, consisting 
of Messrs Moore, Fearn, Parsons, Mardis, Bibb, Craig, Taylor, and Conner. 

A committee on the State Bank, consisting of Messrs Perkins, Goldth- 
waite, Mardis, Clark, Coopwood, Forrest, and Craig. 

A committee on Public Printing, consisting of Messrs Williams, Baker, 
Robinson, Flournoy, and Ellis. 

A committee on the State Capitol, consisting of Messrs Coleman, Will¬ 
iams, Banks, and Coopwood. 

A committee on Indians and affairs in relation to lands in possession of 
Indians within the chartered limits of this State, consisting of Messrs Bibb, 
Parsons, Goldthwaite, Clark, Young, Penn, and Grigsby. 

And then the House adjourned until to morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 1829- the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, Resolved, that William B. Travis, th editor 
of the Claiborne Herald be admitted to a seat within the Hall for the pur¬ 
pose of taking notes of the proceedings of this Hose for publication. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of David Brewton prying the passage 
of a Iw to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read and 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Hudson presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Franklin 
county praying that Eleazer Hargett may retail spirits without a license, 
which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and griev¬ 
ances. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas county 
praying the removal of an election precinct therein named, which was 
read and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Taylor, Van 
Dyke, and Cole. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the Resolution of the House of Representatives, proposing that 
the two Houses will proceed on to-morrow in join meeting in the Repre¬ 
sentative Hall, to examine, enumerate, and ascertain the votes given at 
the last general election for Governor of this state, and to decide and de¬ 
termine on said election, and have amended the same by inserting the 
words "at 11 o'clock A M. so as to proceed on to business to-day a that 
hour," in which amendment they desire the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. Bibb moved that the House concur in said amendment, which was 
lost. Mr. Forrest moved that it lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Craig presented the petition of John Simpson and Thomas Simp¬ 
son, praying the passage of a law, to emancipate a certain slave therein 
named, which was read and referred to the committee on propositions 
and grievances. 

Mr. Hudson presented the memorial of George M. Taylor, praying 
compensation for attending court as a witness, in the case of the State 
against David M. Smithson, which was read and referred to the committee 
on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Hudson presented the memorial of Allen C. Thompson and wife, 
praying the passage of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, 
which was read, and referred to the committee on propositions and griev¬ 
ances. 

Mr. Bibb called upon the petition of Jesse Lott; it was then referred to the 



committee on propositions and grievances. 
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Mr. Mobley presented the account of the jailer of Clarke county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Coopwood, Resolved, that a special committee be ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the manner by which the commissioners appointed 
by an act of the last General Assembly, to select, class and value four 
hundred thousand acres of land, donated to this State for internal im¬ 
provement, have discharged their duty ; and whether they made such 
returns to the register as required by the act, by which they were appoint¬ 
ed; and wether any fraud or semblance of fraud appears from their offi¬ 
cial conduct; and any other information in relation to the valuation, 
classification, or selection of said land, that said committee may think pro¬ 
per to a full and fair investigation of the subject; and said committee shall 
have full power and authority to send for persons and papers; whereupon 
Messrs Coopwood, Penn, Parsons, and Mardis, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Hudson presented the account of the sheriff of Franklin county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Mead presented the account of the jailer of Blount county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Hudson presented the accounts of the sheriff and jailer of Franklin 
county ; which were severally read and referred to the committee on 
accounts. 

Mr. Hudson presented the account of D. Ferguson, (printer) which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Ligon, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a separate 
supreme court, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The bill entitled ana ct to suspend the sale of the lands granted to the 
State of Alabama, for the purposes of internal improvement, was read a 
second time. Mr. Coopwood moved that it be committed to the judiciary 
committee, which was lost. Mr. Mead, who voted in the majority on 
Mr. Coopwood's motion, moved to re-consider the voted, which was lost. 

Mr. Coopwood then moved to lay it on the table till the first day of March 
next, which was lost. Mr. Parsons moved to amend the first section by 
striking out all after the word "until” with a view to insert the following: 

"the first day of January next, unless farther postponed by law, and that 
thereafter all persons entitled to pre-emption rights under the provisions of 
said act, shall be allowed until the first day of April next, unless farther 
postponed by law, to avail themselves of the benefit and privilege of said 
act, and that no interest shall accrue upon any of the money due for said 
land, from this date until the first day of J anuary next. Mr. Hudson 
moved to strike out all that part of the amendment in relation to interest 
on monies, which was lost. Mr. Coopwood moved to strike out the words 
"unless farther postponed by law, which was lost. The question was 
then put on the adoption of Mr. Parson's amendment, and carried.- Yeas 
62- Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, 
Byrnes, Clarke, Cole, Conner, Cook, Craig, Curtis, dale, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, 

Fitts, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hester, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, 
Mardis, Massey M'Elderry, Meade, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrissette, 
Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, 
Robinson, Ross Roulston, Roysdon, Russel, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 

Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young- 62. 
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Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Coleman, Coopwood, Ellis, Flour¬ 
noy, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane Ligon- 10. 

Mr. Durrett then moved that the bill lie on the table, which was lost- 
yeas 15- Nays 56. 

The Yeas and Nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Bibb, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Goldwaite, Hays, Hodges, Horton, 

Hudson, Lane Ligon, Metcalfe, Pose, and Roysdon. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs, Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, 
Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clarke, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, 

Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hester Jack- 
son, Jones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, 

Moore, Morrisette, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Rather, 
Richardson, Robinson, Ross Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 

Ward, Weissinger, Williams, and Young- 56. 

Mr. Coopwood moved that the bill be referred to the judiciary com- 
mitte, which was lost. 

Mr. Fearn then called for the previous question. Mr. Flournoy in¬ 
quired whether it would be in order to amend the bill by striking out Mr. 

Parson's amendment, and whether such a motion would have precedence 
of the call for the previous question. Mr. Speaker decided in the affirma¬ 
tive, from which decision Mr. Bibb appealed to the House, on that part 
of Mr. Flournoy's motion which proposed to strike out the amendment; 
whereupon the House reversed the decision of the Chair. Mr. Parsons 
who voted in the majority on the adoption of the amendment, moved to 
reconsider the vote, which was lost. Mr. Penn then moved that the rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be dispensed with, that 
the bill be considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith, 
which was lost, there not being a constitutional majority voting in favor 
of the motion- Yeas 53- nays 19. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 
Clarke, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dennis, Dale, Fearn, Fitts, Forrest, Green, 

Grigsby, Hester, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Mead, 

Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisette, Murphree Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpot, Rath¬ 
er, Richardson, Robertson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 
Weissinger, Williams and Young- 58. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Bibb, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, 
Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, 

Ligon, Metcalfe, Oliver, Pope, Roysdon and Ward- 19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of Frederic Wistict, praying the 
passage of a law to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Parsons called up the resolution proposing that the two houses 
will proceed on to-morrow, (to-day) in joint meeting in the Representa¬ 
tive Hall, to examine, enumerate and ascertain the votes given at the last 
election for Governor of this State. Mr. Clark moved that it lie on the 
table until Monday next, which was lost. Mr. Rather moved that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Coopwood offered the following resolution : Resolved, That his 
Excellency be requested to lay before this House, all evidence, whether 
in writing on otherwise, in relation to the manner in which the commis- 



sioners appointed to select, class and value the four hundred thousand 
acres of land donated to this state for internal improvement, have dis- 
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charged their duty, and all evidence of mismanagement on their part, 
if any, misconstructions of the act under which they were appointed, as 
well as evidence in relation to any injury that the character of the State 
may have sustained, if any, by the acts of the General Assembly or the 
commissioners. Mr. Fearn moved to amend it by striking out the word 
"donated," with a view to insert the word "granted," which was car¬ 
ried. Mr. Parsons moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
"duty, which was carried. Mr. Mead moved that the further conside¬ 
ration of the resolutions be postponed until Monday next, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution : Resolved, that this 
House will, with the consent of the Senate, meet in the Representative 
Hall, on Monday next, at three o'clock, P.M. for the purpose of electing 
solicitors for the first and sixth judicial circuit; and also, judges of the 
county courts, for the counties of Limestone, Conecuh, Lauderdale, fay- 
ette and Walker. Mr. Conner moved that the resolution lie on the table, 
which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to increase the pay, and the more effectually 
to provide for the payment of the jurors for the county of Montgomery, 
was read a second time. Mr. Baker moved that it be referred to a select 
committee, which was carried : Whereupon Messrs Baker, Goldthwaite 
and Roysdon were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire of the propriety of securing the estates of 
females against the debts of husbands, contracted before marriage, and of 
husbands contracted after marriage, except for necessaries for the hus¬ 
band, wife and family ; and of protecting husbands against the debts con¬ 
tracted by wives before marriage, except out of the wife's estate, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Dennis obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ana ct to 
change the mode of compensating jurors in the county of Pike, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Roysdon: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law mitigating the 
punishment for the crime of forgery, and that they have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution: Resolved, That a commit¬ 
tee be appointed to injure into the expediency of establishing an office of 
discount and deposite, or branch bank of the State Bank, in someplace in 
the Tennessee valley, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Mr. Clark 
moved to amend the resolution, by inserting the words "the committee on 
the State bank which was carried. The resolution as amended was 
then adopted. 

Mr. Mead offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the commit¬ 
tee of ways and means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reducing the per diem pay of the members of the General Assembly, and 
officers thereof. Mr. Parsons offered the following amendment: "Pro¬ 
vided a separate supreme court be established the present session of the 
General Assembly," which was carried. Mr. Coopwood moved that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed till the 13th day of December 
next, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Penn : Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a penitentiary 
in this State, and how far it will be necessary to amend the criminal law, 
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in the event of such an establishment, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire whether, under the law of this State, debtors upon 
judgments in civil causes of the district court of the united States, in 
the southern or northern district of this State, can by law be confined in 
the jails of the several counties of this State, and if so, whether said law 
ought not to be repealed or modified, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Craig: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing some law more 
effectually to prevent the evil practice of betting on election. 

On motion of Mr. Roysdon: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law, allowing writs 
of error in criminal cases, and report by bill or otherwise. And then the 
House adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Murphree presented the account of the sheriff of Blount county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Pope presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lauderdale 
county, praying to change the route of the State road leading from Flor- 
rence to Athens, in Limestone county; which was read and referred to the 
committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Curtis presented the record and proceedings of the circuit court of 
Conecuh county, exercising chancery jurisdiction, in the case of Benja- 
mine J onnigan against Elizabeth J onnigan, for divorce, which was read 
and referred to the committee on divorce and alimony. 

Mr. Mobley presented the account of the sheriff of Clarke county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Coleman presented the memorial of John and Delila his wife, per¬ 
sons of color, accompanied by the certificate of sundry citizens of Madi¬ 
son county, praying the passage of a law to emancipate said J ohn and 
Delila, which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances. 

Mr. Forrest obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act to 
alter the times of holding the county courts of J efferson county, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Durrett presented the petition of Gabriel Butler, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law to legitimate certain children therein named, which was 
read and referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs Durrett 
Acklen, and Craig. 

Mr. Coopwood presented the account of the sheriff of Lawrence county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts 

Mr Curtis presented the account of the jailer of Conecuh county ; also, 
the account of J ames Finklea, late sheriff; and also, the account of 
William Lea, sheriff of Connecuh county, which were severally read and 
referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Fitts presented the accounts of the sheriff of Washington county, 
which were read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Bates presented the account of the sheriff of Mobile county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Bates presented the petition of J ason Moye, praying the passage of 
a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read and 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 
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Mr. Bates presented the petition of Richard Field, accompanied with 
the certificate of sundry citizens of the city of Mobile, praying the passage 
of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read and 
referred to the committee of propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Bates presented the petition of Henry King, praying the passage of 
a law to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was read and 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Curtis presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Covington 
county, praying to change an election precinct therein named, which was 
read and referred the committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr. Craig presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lauderdale 
county, praying to change an election precinct therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr. Byrnes presented the petition of Fennin Trienier, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read 
and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Byrnes presented the petition of Henry A. Bodin ; also, the petition 
of Rene Rapeael, praying the passage of a law to emancipate certain slaves 
therein named, which were severally read and referred to the committee 
on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Morrisette presented the accounts of Henry M. Abney and J en- 
nings R. Holland, which were severally read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on accounts. 

Mr. Mardis offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the judi¬ 
ciary committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a 
law abolishing imprisonment for debt, with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. Mr. Forrest offered the following amendment: "unless the plain¬ 
tiff will make affidavit, that the debtor has fraudulently transferee! his 
property, for the purpose of evading the payment of his debts which 
was adopted. The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Cook obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act fur¬ 
ther to regulate the compensation of witnesses, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Grigsby offered the following resolution : Resolved, That with the 
concurrence of the Senate, the two houses will assemble in the hall of the 
House of Representatives, on Saturday next, at the hour of twelve o'clock, 
for the purpose of electing a State Printer. Ordered, That said resolu¬ 
tion lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pope: Resolved, That the committee on roads, bridges 
and ferries, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
the law respecting the establishment of ferries, as to make it necessary 
for an person applying for an order to establish a new ferry within two 
miles of an old one, to give the owner of the old ferry fifteen days notice. 

On motion of Mr. Green: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making some provision by 
law, for the payment of those persons who may be appointed by the judge 
or judges of the several circuit and county courts in this State, to inspect 
the clerk's office of such court, and to compare the records with the papers 
filed in the several suits in such court, and report the state of the office 
of such clerk to the court, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Durrett: Resolved, That this house will, at eleven 
o'clock to-morrow, proceed to elect a committee of three members, to 
act with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to examine the situation of the State Bank, according to an act of the 



General Assembly, in such case made and provided. 
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Mr. Roulston obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution, asking the 
establishment of a land office in Bellafonte, in Jackson county, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Coopwood: Resolved, That the Secretary of State be 
requested to lay before this house, the returns of the different sheriffs 
from their respective counties of this State, shewing the number of 
votes for and against the proposed amendment to the constitution thereof 
limiting the tenure by which judges hold their office to six years. 

Mr. Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act con¬ 
cerning the dismissal of suites at common law; which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Brodnax obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled an act 
prescribing the mode of trying contested elections of certain officer, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Mobley: Resolved, That the committee on the State 
Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a branch 
of the State Bank in the city of Mobile, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Rather: Resolved, That the Senate be invited to be 
present in the hall of this House, at eleven o'clock to witness the publi¬ 
cation and enumeration of the votes for Governor. 

A message was received from the Governor, by Mr. Abbott, which is 
as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, November 18th, 1829. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the house of Representatives. 

GENTLEMEN- I have just received from the sheriff of Morgan county, 
the information that this Honor, Stephen Heard, judge of the county 
court, had departed this life on the 13th instant. It is suggested that an 
early appointment will be convenient to the county, as the regular period 
for the commissioners' court will be on the first Monday in December next. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 

(Signed) JOHN MURPHY. 

Ordered, That said communication lie on the table. 

Mr. Van Dyke offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee on th State Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a branch bank of the State Bank in the town of Selma. 

Mr. Goldthwaite moved to amend the resolution by adding the words "or 
Montgomery,” which was carried. Mr. Cook moved that the resolution 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Pope: Resolved, That the committee on privileges and 
elections be instructed to inquire, if the present law regulating the con¬ 
tested elections of embers of the legislature, does not require some 
amendment, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

The engrossed bill, entitled an act to suspend the sale of the lands 
granted to the State of Alabama, for the purposes of internal improve¬ 
ment, was read a third time. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the bill by way 
of the following engrossed ryder: "Provided, that this act shall not be in 
force until the tenth day of December next,: which was lost. Mr. Craig 
then moved to lay the bill on the table, till Monday next, which was lost. 

Mr. Coopwood moved that the bill be referred to the judiciary committee, 
which was lost. Mr. Durrett moved to amend the bill by way of the fol¬ 
lowing engrossed ryder: "Provided, That the third section of this act shall 
not be so construed as to extend further than the first day of J anuary 
next; which was lost. Mr. Coopwood moved that the bill lie on the table 
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till three o'clock, which was lost. Mr. Ligon move to amend the bill by 
the following engrossed ryder: "And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be so construed as to prevent the register from 
issuing certificates for all lands which have been properly classed." Mr. 

Coopwood moved to amend Mr. Ligon's amendment, by way of the 
following: "and that three commissioners learned in the law shall be ap¬ 
pointed by his General Assembly, to attend at the land office in Court- 
land, with full power and authority to examine all the books of said office, 
and determine what acts of the late land commissioners have been legal, 
and what are not so, and cause the said office to be closed against the en¬ 
try of any and all illegal claims, subject to entry any time, by any person 
or persons, before the 1st day of January next, and all legal claims to enter 
land in said office, founded on legal decisions of the said commissioners, 
shall be and remain subject to entry at any time, not prohibited by the 
act providing for the sale of the four hundred thousand acres of land, 
granted to this state for internal improvementwhich was lost. The 
question was again on the adoption of Mr. Ligon's amendment, and lost.- 
Yeas 14- Nays 56. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, Messrs 
Bibb, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, 

Lane, Ligon, Metcalfe, Pope, and Roysdon- 14. 

Those who voted in the negative are, Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Barclay, 
Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner ,Cook, Curtis, 

Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, 

J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, mead, Mims, Mobley, 

Moore, Morrisette, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, 
Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weis- 
singer, Williams and Young- 56. 

And the question being put, shall this bill pass? it was determined in 
the affirmative. Yeas 56- Nays 15. 

The eyas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. 
Speaker Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 
Clarke, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Elis, Fearn, Fitts, Forrest, 

Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Jackson, Jones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, 

M'Elderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisette, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, 

Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, 

Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young- 56. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Bibb, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, 
Durrett, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, Metcalfe, 

Pope and Roysdon- 15. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, That the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker -- I an in¬ 
structed to inform the House of Representatives, that the Senate have 
read three several times, and passed a "bill to be entitled an act, making 
appropriation for the payment of certain claims against the State of Ala¬ 
bama'-- in which they desire the concurrence of the House. They concur 
in the resolution of your honorable body, inviting them to be present in 
of the hall the House to-day, to witness the publication and enumeration 
of votes for Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Williams: Resolved, That the Senate be now in¬ 
formed that this Houses is now ready to received them for the purpose of 
ascertaining the voted given at the last general election for Governor. 

A bill from the Senate, entitled an act making appropriation for the pay- 



ment of certain claims against the State of Alabama was read a first 
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time. Mr. Mardis moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, be dispensed with, and that it be read a second time forth¬ 
with, which was carried. It was then read a second time forthwith. Mr. 
Coopwood moved that it be referred to the committee on accounts, which 
was lost. Mr. Mardis moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be further dispensed with, and that it be read a third 
time forthwith, which was lost. It was then ordered to a third reading 
on to-morrow, and then the House adjourned till half past two o'clock. 

Evening Session, half past 2 o'clock - The House met pursuant to ad¬ 
journment. On motion Ordered, by the Speaker, That Messrs Pope, Lane 
and Fearn, be added to the committee appointed on Mr. Coopwood's re¬ 
solution, to inquire into the conduct of the land commissioners, &c. 

On motion Ordered, by the Speaker, That Messrs Grigsby, Parsons 
and Hester be added to the military committee. 

Ordered, That Messrs Lawler, Williams, Baker, Robinson, J ones, 

Ligon, Oliver, Young, Metcalfe, Fearn, Taylor, Ship, Cole, Grigsby and 
Hays, be added to the committee on county boundaries. 

On motion Ordered, by the Speaker, That Messrs Pope, Conner and 
Fearn be added to the committee on inland navigation. 

On motion, Ordered by the Speaker, That Mr. Ligon be added to the 
judiciary committee. 

On motion Ordered, by the speaker, That Mr Coopwood be added to 
the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

On motion Ordered, by the Speaker, That Mr. Acklen be added to the 
committee on education. 

On motion of Mr. Mims, Resolved, That this house request the Senate 
to be present in the hall of the House of Representatives to witness the 
publication of the returns of the vote for Governor, and that the House 
is now ready to receive them for that purpose. The Senate having 
repaired to the hall of the House of Representatives, and having taken 
their seats, Mr. Speaker proceeded to open an publish the returns from 
the several counties from which returns had been received, which, having 
been done, Mr Speaker declared Gabriel Moore, Esq, to have received 
ten thousand, nine hundred and fifty-six votes. Mr. Speaker, therefore, 
arose and announced that Gabriel Moore was duly and constitutionally 
elected Governor of the State of Alabama for the ensuing two years, 
and then the Senate withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, Resolved, That a committee be oppointed on 
the part of this House, to act with such committee as may be appointed 
by the Senate to wait on the Honorable Gabriel Moore, and inform him 
that he is duly elected Governor of the State of Alabama, and that he 
be requested to inform ths House when it will be convenient for him to 
take the oaths of office. Whereupon Messrs Moore, Bibb and Goldth- 
waite were appointed said committee. 

A bill entitled an act to change the mode of compensating jurors in the 
county of Pike was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker -- The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution, in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence: Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed on the 
part of this House, to act jointly with such committee as may be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to inform his Excel¬ 
lency Gabriel Moore of his election, to the chief Magistracy of this State, 
and to inquire of him when it will be convenient for him to take the oath 
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of office. They have appointed on their part Messrs Smith and Hogan. 

In which resolution Mr. Bibb moved that the House concur, which was 
carried. Whereupon Messrs Moore, Bibb and Goldthwaite, were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

The House then resolved itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the Governor's message, Mr. Clark in the chair, and after some time 
spent in the consideration of the same, Mr speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Chairman reported progress, and leave was asked to sit again, 
which was granted. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House communications from Samuel Pick¬ 
ens, Esq. which are as follows: 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 18, 1829. 

The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of Alabama. 

SIR,- In obedience to an act of J anuary 12th; 1827, requiring the 
Comptroller of public accounts to lay before both Houses of the General 
Assembly, annually, in the first week of its session, a full expose of the 
disbursements made from the contingent fund, to whom paid, and for 
what services. I have the honor to present the enclosed statement, 
marked A. I am very respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant. 

(Signed) SAMUEL PICKENS. 

Mr. Taylor moved the communication and accompanying docu¬ 
ment lie on the table, which was carried. 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, November 19, 1829. 

The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of Alabama. 

SIR- In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 17th instant, directing the comptroller of public accounts to furnish 
the House with a statement, shewing the amount of rents received for 
the public ferry, the property of the State ; the amount received for rents 
of the lands of the State, with the number of acres rented ; and also 
the amount of rent received for the public buildings in the town of Ca- 
hawba- I have the honor to submit the following statement. 

The amount of money received into the treasury, arising from the 
rents of the ferries in the town of Cahawba up to this time, is five hun¬ 
dred and fifteen dollars, ($515). The amount received on the account 
of the rents of lands within the Cahawba grant, is seven hundred and 
eighty-two dollars, and third eight cents ($782.38) The amount of 
bonds in suit for the rents of ferries, is three thousand and eighty-seven 
dollars, ($3087). The amount of bonds in suit for the rents of lands is 
two hundred and seventy three dollars, ($273). 

From the enclosed copy of a receipt, given by the intendant of the 
town council of Cahawba, marked A. it will be seen that bonds to a con¬ 
siderable amount, for the rents of lands and ferries in the Cahawba tract, 
were transferred to the town council for the purpose of defraying the ex¬ 
penses of building the bridge over the Cahawba river, in conformity 
with an act of the legislature of the 16th J une, 1821. No money has 
been received on account of th rent of the public buildings in th town 
of Cahawba. The commissioners appointed to take charge of the lands 
and property belonging to the State within the limits of the town of 
Cahawba, have furnished this department with no data of the number of 
acres rented. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

(Signed) SAMUEL PICKENS. 

Mr. Taylor moved that the communication with the accompanying 
document lie on the table, which was carried. And the House ad- 



journed till 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
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Friday, November 20,1829.- The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the Flouse a communication from the President 
of the Bank of the State of Alabama, which is as follows: 

BANK OF THE SATE OF ALABAMA, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 19th, 1829. 

To the Hon. J ohn Gayle, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SI R- Agreeably to the provision of the 12th section of an act entitled "an act to estab¬ 
lish the Bank of the State of Alabama," I have the honor to lay before the branch of the 
General Assembly over which you preside, the annual statement in relation to the said 
Bank, to wit:- Capital stock of the Bank, $463,690 60 3-4; Notes in circulation, $438,451; 

Money on deposit, $118,625 72; Debts due the Bank, $614,m 157 51; Property real and 
personal, $10,587 16; Cash and Bills of Exchange, $463, 728 22 1-4; for the further infor¬ 
mation of the General Assembly, I beg leave to communicate the accompanying document, 
which exhibits the result of the opperations of this institution for the last twelve months, 
ending the 9th inst. and also a statement shewing the profits of the Bank, each year, 
since its establishment, all of which is respectfully submitted, By order of the Board, 

JON. L. TINDALL, Pres't. &c. 

AN ABSTRACT of the annual settlement of the books of the bank of the State of Alabama for the 

year ending 9th day of November, 1829.- Made under the direction of the President and Directors. 

Gain. By discount, 39,900 dollars 33 cents; by premiums, 1755 dollars 75 cents; by 

interest, 9, 909 dollars 66 cents, and by profit and loss including 3,689 dolls. 58 cts., 
paid from said account to the University fund, on the 26 May last, being a half year's 

interest on same. .$50,845 00 

Loss. For expenses of the institution for 12 months, ending this day, - - 5,577 62 


Balance on which dividends are declared equally in proportion to stock, 45,267 38 

Equal dividend on six per cent loan- stock, $100,000 

at 9 3-4 per cent for 12 months ending this day, 9,750 00 

" " University fund, - - 128,654 36 Vi 12,543 80 

" " Three per cent fund, - - 87,794 74 8,559 99 

" " Seat of Government fund, - - 53,455 81 x h 5,21194 

Revenue fund, - - - 93,785 64 % 9,144 10 

I nterest paid to sixteenth sections at 6 per cent to this date, - 10 74 

Unappropriated balance left to credit of profile and loss, - - 46 81 45,267 38 


Disbursements " gross gain brought down - - - 50,845 00 

Dividend declared to the revenue fund as above, and taken to credit of reven¬ 
ue fund, . 9,144 10 

Gain to same by the University fund being restricted to 6 per cent interest, 4,994 59 
" " Six per cent loan, " 3,750 00 17,888 69 

Dividend declared and this day paid to the three per cent fund, 8,559 99 

" " Seat of Government fund, - - 5,21194 

I nterest paid to the sixteenth sections at 6 per cent to this date, - - 10 74 

" " 100,000 dollars specie loan for 12 months ending the 1st October last, 6,000 00 

" " University fund this day,. 7,549 21 

Current expense account paid in full for. 5,577 62 

Balance,. 46 81 50,845 00 


Statement shewing the gross gain of the Bank each year since its establishment and how disposed of. 


1825. 

1826. 

1827. 






1828. 

1829. 

Total. 

Three per cent fund, 

5,091 00 
6,008 78 
9,568 08 
8,559 99 
29'227 32 

Seat of Government fund, 

5,099 86 
3,978 73 
5,983 45 
5,211 94 
20,273 98 
University fund, 

3,113 19 

4.439 99 
5,827 96 
6,730 99 
7,549 21 

27,661 34 
Six per cent loan, 

6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
30,000 00 
Expenses, 

7,708 88 1/4 

3.439 49 
5,039 99 
7,493 61 
5,577 62 

29,259 54 1/4 
Revenue fund, 

9,741 11 1/4 
11,915 28 
23,375 69 
17,888 69 
63,926 77 1/4 

16,822 07 1/4 
33, 811 40 1/4 
38,770 71 
59,151 82 
50,787 45 
198,343 45 1/2 

Paid the sixteenth section,. 10 74 

Unappropriated,. 46 81 


Not included in 1829 


$57 55 




BANK OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, Tuscaloosa, 9th Nov. 1829. 

J, B. COOK, Cashier. 
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Mr. Craig moved that the communication and accompanying document 
lie on the table, and that one thousand copies thereof be printed for the 
use of this House, which was carried. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House the account of Benjamin Dorman, 
Sheriff of Greene county, which was read and referred to the committee 
on accounts. 

Mr. ship presented the account of the Sheriff of Fayette county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. J ones presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying that Perry count may be attached to said county, which was 
read and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Bradford presented the memorial of Adam Shiffeild, sen. praying 
for establishing a fair at his house, in the county of St. Clair, which was 
read and referred to the committee on ways and means. 

Mr. Moore presented the accounts of the jailer of Madison county, 
which were severally read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Richardson presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Greene 
and Marengo counties, praying the passage of a law to authorize hands 
to be apportioned to the road from Demopolis to Erie, who reside within 
ten miles of the genreal course of said road, which was read and referred 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs Richardson, Hays, and Conner. 

Mr. Acklen presented the petition of Nathaniel D. Snoddy, praying 
the passage of law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which 
was read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Mims presented the record and proceedings of the circuit court of 
Baldwin county, exercising chancery jurisdiction, in the case of John 
Fowler against Hannah Fowler, for divorce, accompanied with the peti¬ 
tion of said Fowler, which were severally read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on divorce and alimony. 

Mr. Mobley presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Clarke 
county, praying the passage of a law to compel free persons of color to 
work on the parade grounds in the districts to which they belong, and to 
keep the same in good condition for the convenience of the citizens who 
do military duty, which was read and referred to the military committee. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition ofJamesH. Irons, accompanied 
with the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo county, praying the 
passage of a law to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Bates presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of the city and 
county of Mobile, praying the change the place of holding elections for 
state and county, from the house of J acob page of Spring Hill, to the 
house of Jacob G. Coluns, on Spring Hill, which was read and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Ross presented the record and proceedings of the circuit court of 
Wilcox county, exercising chancery jurisdiction, in the case of Elizabeth 
Shepherd against John Shepherd, for divorce, which was read and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on divorce and alimony. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying the passage of a law to change an election precinct from 
Chiles' old place to Martha J ohnson's, which was read and referred to the 
committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr. Acklen presented sundry accounts of the jailer of Madison coun¬ 
ty, which were severally read and referred to the committee on accounts, 
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Mr. Speaker laid before the House a communication from the acting 
Secretary of State which is as follows: 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, November 20, 1829. 

To the Honorable J ohn Gayle, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SI R.- I n obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 19th instant, requesting the Secretary of State to lay before the 
House the returns of the different sheriffs from their respective counties 
of this state, shewing the number of votes for and against the proposed 
amendment to the constitution thereof, limiting the tenure by which the 
judges hold their office to six years. I have the honor to submit here¬ 
with all the returns on file in this office. I find on file in this department 
copies of letters from the Secretary of State to the sheriffs of several 
counties, suggesting and urging alterations in their returns apparently 
defective, which alterations and amendments I have reason to believe 
have bee made in accordance with suggestions. I have the honor 
to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant. 

THOS. T. ABBOTT, Acting Secretary of State. 

Mr. Coopwood moved that the communication, together with the ac¬ 
companying documents, be referred to the judiciary committee, which 
was carried. 

Mr. Bates presented the accounts to Thadeus Sanford, which were seve¬ 
rally read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee appointed on the part of this House 
to act with the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on 
the Honorable Gabriel Moore and inform him that he is duly elected 
Governor of the State of Alabama, and request him to inform the 
House when it will be convenient for him to take the oaths of office 
prescribed by the constitution an laws of this State, have performed that 
duty, and have received for answer, that he will attend on Saturday next, 
at the hour of 12 o'clock, for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Rather: Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
wait on the Rev. Robert L. Kennon, and request him to be in attendance 
at the installation of his Excellency the Governor elect, for the purpose 
of addressing a prayer to the throne of Grace appropriate to the occasion. 

Mr. Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to prevent the further retailing of ardent spirits, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Taylor, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry inhabitants of Dallas county, reported a bill to be entitled 
an act to change the location of a certain election precinct therein named, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Brodnax : Resolved, That the door keeper be au¬ 
thorized and required to procure two tables for the use of the assistant 
and engrossing clerks of this House : and also the procure suitable fenders 
for the fire places of this House, and for the rooms attached thereto, and 
the clerk's room. 

On motion of Mr. Goldthwaite: Resolved, that the committee on 
Indians and lands in the possession of Indians within the chartered limits 
of this State, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the jurisdiction and laws of this State over all I ndians and all lands in 
the possession of Indians within the charted limits of this State, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Lawler, from the select committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of opening a 
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a turnpike road from Montevallo to the line between this state and the 
State of Georgia, and th nearest direction to Milledgeville, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize J ohn A. Chapman, Simeon Chap¬ 
man, Daniel Welch and their associates, to turnpike a certain road there¬ 
in named, which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Dennis: Resolved, That the committee of ways 
and means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
tax on cattle. 

Mr. Hudson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over all that part of the 
Chickasaw nation lying within the charted limits of this State; which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Richardson: Resolved, That the standing commit¬ 
tees of this House be returned to their number as reported to the House 
on Wednesday last. 

On motion of Mr. Philpott: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed inquire into the expediency of reporting a general law, 
requiring the sheriffs of the several counties to summon an original ve¬ 
nire to attend the several county courts, in the same manner as jurors are 
summoned to attend the circuit courts. 

On motion of Mr. J ackson: Resolved, That a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed to take into consideration the propriety of laying out a road, 
commencing at or near the residence of Daniel Lewis, in Pike county, 
the nearest and best rout through that part of said county occupied by the 
Creek Indians to the Chatahoochie river, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise; whereupon Messrs J ackson, War, and Dennis were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Massey: Resolved, That the military committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amended the militia laws 
of this State, as to have four or more petty musters in the year, and com¬ 
pelling all persons subject to do military duty, who own or can procure 
fire arms conveniently, to carry them to all drills and musters, and of 
requiring non-commissioned officers to attend drill musters. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb: Ordered, That Messrs Fearn and Conner be 
added to the committee on inland navigation. 

Mr. Ward obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
change the time of holding the circuit courts in the counties of Henry, 

Dale, and Covington, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Greene obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ana c to 
repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to establish and improve a 
certain road therein mentioned, approved Jan. 13th, 1829, which was 
read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Ligon: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the existing laws 
in relation to witnesses and depositions, as to make it lawful to take the 
deposition of witnesses who reside in this State, but more than one hun¬ 
dred miles from the seat justice of the county in which the suit in 
which they have to testify is pending, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Van Dyke: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law compelling 
constables to make return of all process in their hands, before some jus- 



tice of the peace in the beat where the defendant resides. 
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On motion of Mr. Oliver: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the law, as to 
provide that one magistrate shall receive the relinquishment of dower, and 
to report upon the same by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Cook: Resolved, That the committee on the judi¬ 
ciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishment a more 
uniform practice in relation to judgments by default, in the circuit and 
county courts of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor: Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of selling the ferry, 
lands, and public buildings owned by the State in the vicinity and town 
of Cahawba. 

On motion of Mr. Baker: Resolved, That the committee on the State 
Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the capi¬ 
tal stock of the State Bank four hundred thousand dollars, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Clark: Resolved, That the judiciary committee in¬ 
quire into the expediency of enacting a law, authorizing the circuit or 
county courts of this State to emancipate salves, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker,- The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution, in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence: Resolved, with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, 
That the two Houses of the General Assembly will adjourn sine die, on 
the 24th of next month, at one o'clock, P.M. unless two thirds of each 
House shall then be of opinion that the public good required that they 
should continue longer in session 

They have also adopted the following resolution: Resolved, by the 
Senate with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, that the 
two houses will assembly in the hall of the House of Representatives, on 
Monday next, at the hour of 3 o'clock, P. M.. for the purpose of going 
into the election of a State Printer. Mr. Lawler moved to amend the 
resolution in relation to the election of a State Printer, by adding after 
the word "Printer," the following: "whose term of service shall com¬ 
mence on the eighteenth day of January next,” which was carried. Mr. 
Baker then moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. 

The resolution as amended was then concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Moore moved that of much of said message as relates to he ad¬ 
journment of the General Assembly on the 24th of next month, be post¬ 
poned till the 10th day of December next, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis: Resolved, That the committee on the State 
Bank inquire into the expediency of requiring the State treasurer to per¬ 
form the duties of cashier of the Bank of the State of Alabama, with leave 
to report by bill or other wise. 

On motion of Mr. Horton: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of compelling plaintiffs in suits 
at common law and in equity to give security for costs at the commence¬ 
ment of said suits, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

A bill from the Senate entitled an act making appropriations for the 
payment of certain claims against the State of Alabama, was read a 
third time and passed. Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
That the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A bill to be entitled an act further to regulate the compensation of wit¬ 
nesses, was read a second time. Mr. Conner moved that the further con- 



sideration thereof be indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 
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A joint resolution asking the establishment of a land office in Belle- 
font, was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the dismissal of suits at com¬ 
mon law, was read a second time. MR. Goldthwaite moved that the bill 
be referred to the judiciary committee, which was carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of trying contested 
elections of certain officers, was read a second time and referred to the 
committee on privileges and elections. 

A bill to be entitled an act to alter the times of holding the county 
courts of Jefferson county, was read a second time. Mr. Forrest then 
moved to amend it by striking out the word ''three," to insert the word 
"four," which was carried. It was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. Mr. Forrest who voted in the majority to en¬ 
gross and read a third time the bill, moved to reconsider the vote, which 
was carried. Mr. Forrest then moved to amend the second section, by 
striking out the word "February," with a view to insert the word 
"March,: which was carried. It was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to change the mode of compensating 
jurors in the county of Pike, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, That the same be sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Craig moved that Mr. Pope be added to th committee on inland 
navigation, which was carried. 

Mr. Perkins moved that Mr. Williams be added to the committee on 
county boundaries, which was carried. 

Mr. Morrisett moved to add Mr. Dale to the committee on county 
boundaries, which was carried. 

Mr. Acklen moved to add Mr. Murphree to the committee on county 
boundaries, which was carried. 

Mr. Clark moved to add Mr. Coopwood to the committee on county 
boundaries, which was carried. 

Mr. J ones moved to add a member to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries. And the House adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, November 21, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb: Resolved, with the concurrence of the Senate, 
that a committee of two members on the part of each House, be appointed 
to wait on his Excellency the Governor elect, when the hour of twelve 
o'clock shall arrive this day, and to inform his that the two Houses are 
then ready to receive him in the Representative hall for the purpose of 
witnessing the administration of the oaths of office; whereupon Messrs 
Bibb and Young were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Fearn presented the accounts of the former jailer of Madison 
county, which were severally read and referred to the committee on ac¬ 
counts. 

Mr. Mobley presented the petition of Stephen Brown, praying the pas¬ 
sage of law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read 
and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Mobley, Morrisett, 
and Mims. 

Mr. Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Jason Moye, reported a bill to be 
entitled an act to authorise J ason Moye to manumit a certain slave 
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therein named, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Allen C. Thompson, reported a bill 
to be entitled an ac to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Rather, from the committee on propositions and grievances to 
which was referred the petition of John Simpson and Thomas Simpson, 
reported a bill to be entitled an act authorizing J ohn Simpson and Tho¬ 
mas Simpson to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read 
a first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Rather from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of David Brewton, reported a bill to be 
entitled an act authorizing David Brewton to emancipate a certain slave 
therein named, which was read a first time and ordered to a second 
reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Coleman, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for the payment of persons appointed to inspect the clerk's offices 
of court, and company the records with the papers filed in such courts, 
reported, that in the opinion of this committee, it is inexpedient to legis¬ 
late further upon the subject, inasmuch as, by the existing laws of this 
State, the judges of the county courts and commissioners of the roads and 
revenue have the power to make appropriations to defray all expenses 
incurred for county purposes; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr. Byrnes offered the following resolution: Resolved, that an additional 
member be appointed on the standing committee on the State Bank, which 
was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Richardson: Resolved, that the committee on county 
boundaries be instructed to inquire into the expediency, as early as pos¬ 
sible, of so arranging the several boundaries of the counties of Wilcox, 

Dallas, Perry, Greene, &c. as to make natural boundaries, as far as is 
practicable, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Durrett moved that Mr. Hester be added to te committee on the 
military, which was carried. 

Mr Massey obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled An act to 
extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over the Cherokee nation, 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Coopwood offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee appointed to investigate the conduct of the commissioners ap¬ 
pointed to select, value and class 400,000 acres of land, granted to this 
State for internal improvement, be instructed, that if it should be neces¬ 
sary to send for persons and papers in the courts of their investigation, 
beyond the limits of this city, to report a resolution to this House, autho¬ 
rizing the appointment of a messenger to serve all subpoenas or any notices 
that may be necessary to a fill and fair investigation of any and all sub¬ 
jects submitted for their investigation. Mr. Penn moved that the resolu¬ 
tion lie on the table, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the resolution of the House of Representatives appointing a 
committee on their part for the purpose of waiting on his Excellency the 
Governor elect, when the hour of 12 o'clock shall arrive this day, and to 
inform him that the two Houses are ready to receive him in the Represen¬ 
tative Hall, for the purpose of witnessing the administration of the oaths 
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of office. A committee has been appointed on the part of the Senate, con¬ 
sisting of Messrs Vining and Perry. The Senate concur in the amend¬ 
ment made by the House of Representatives to the resolution relating to 
the election of a public printer. 

The House again resolved itself into a committee of the whole House, 
on the Governor's message, Mr. Clark in the char, and after some time 
spent in the consideration thereof, Mr Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. chairman reported progress, and leave was asked to sit again, which 
was granted. 

Mr. Ellis from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have 
examined and found correctly enrolled, An act making appropriation for 
the payment of certain claims against the State of Alabama, which orgi- 
nated in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb: Resolved, That the Senate be now invited to 
the Hall for the purpose of witnessing the installation of the Governor elect. 

The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, and having taken their seats, his Excellency Gabriel Moore ap¬ 
peared and delivered an appropriate address to both Houses, after which 
the oaths prescribed by the constitution were severally administered to 
him in due form, and then the Senate withdrew. 

The House again resolved itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the Governor's message; Mr. Clark in the chair; and after some time 
spent in the consideration thereof; Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Chairman reported progress, and leave was asked to sit again, which 
was granted. 

Mr. Mobley obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, con¬ 
cerning forcible entry's and detainer's which was read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Durrett: Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law authorizing 
defendants to compel plaintiffs to give security for payment of costs upon 
failure of prosecuting suits with effect in the circuit and county courts of 
this State. 

On motion of Mr. Acklen: Resolved, that a committee be appointed to 
wait on his Excellency Governor Moore, and request a copy of the inau- 
gual address delivered by him this day to both Houses of the General 
Assembly, that the same may be entered on the journal of this House, 
whereupon Messrs Acklen, Bibb and Goldthwaite were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Penn: Resolved, that the thanks of this House be 
tendered to his Excellency J ohn Murphy, for his able and faithful dis¬ 
charge of the duties of Governor of this State, and for the dignified, con¬ 
ciliatory, and respectful deportment with which his intercourse with this 
House has been conducted. And then the House adjourned until Monday 
morning 10 o'clock. 

Monday, November 23, 1829- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution to inquire whether under the laws of this state debtors upon 
judgments in civil causes of the district court of the United States, in the 
southern or northern districts of this State, can by law be confined in the 
jails of the several counties of this state, and if so, whether said law ought 
not to be repealed or modified, reported a bill to be entitled, An act to 
repeal in part a certain act therein named, which was read a first time and 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 



Mr. Mardis from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso- 
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lution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of passing a general 
law requiring the sheriffs of this state to draw a venire to attend the 
county courts of this state in the same manner that jurors are now drawn 
to attend the circuit courts, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on 
the subject of the resolution. Mr. Ligon moved that the report lie on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Parsons made the following report: The judiciary committee to 
whom was referred a resolution instructing said committee to inquire into 
the propriety of compelling constables to make return of all process in 
their hands before justices of the peace in the beats in which defendants 
reside, respectfully report: They have had the subject under considera¬ 
tion, and report that by the provisions of the constitution, justices of the 
peace are appointed for the several counties, and the majority of the com¬ 
mittee believe, have and exercise constitutionally, jurisdiction co-extensive 
with the county in which they reside, and therefore report, in the opinion 
of the committee, it is inexpedient to legislate now upon the subject. 

Ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr. Roysdon, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution to inquire into the expediency of passing a law abolishing im¬ 
prisonment for debts, reported that it is inexpedient at present to legislate 
on the subject. Mr. Mardis moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution, in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence: Resolved, that the Senate will, on Monday the 23d inst. at the 
hour of 11 o'clock, A.M. proceed to the election of a committee on the 
part of the Senate to act with such committee as may be elected by the 
House of Representatives for the purpose of examining into the condition 
of the Bank of the State of Alabama, pursuant to the provisions of "An 
act entitled an act to amend the charter of the Bank of the Sate of Ala¬ 
bama,” and that the House of representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Roysdon from the judiciary committee to which was referred the 
resolution to inquire into the expediency of compelling plaintiffs in suits 
at common law and in equity to give security for costs at the commence¬ 
ment of said suites, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on th subject. 
Mr. Horton moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Young from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of enacting a law 
authorizing circuit and county courts of this state to emancipate slaves, 
reported that it is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject. Mr. Clark 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Young from the judiciary committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
allowing writs of error in criminal cases, reported that it is inexpedient 
to legislate upon that subject. Ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr. Forrest from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries, to which 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the county of Lauderdale 
praying a alteration of the road established by an act of the General As¬ 
sembly, passed the 13th day of January, 1826, entitled "An act to estab¬ 
lish a permanent road from Florence, in the county of Lauderdale, to 
Athens, in the county of Limestone," reported a bill to be entitled An 
act to amend an act passed the 13th day of J anuary, 1826, entitled an act 
to establish a permanent road from Florence, in the county of Lauderdale, 
to Athens, in the county of Limestone, which was read a first time and or- 



dered to a second reading to-morrow. 
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Mr. Speaker laid before the House a communication for the commis¬ 
sioners appointed to superintend the erection of th State Capitol, which 
is as follows: 

To the Hon. the speaker of the House of Representatives: 

SIR,- The commissioners appointed to superintend the erection of the 
State Capitol, have the honor to present to that branch of the General As¬ 
sembly over which you preside, the following statement of contracts enter¬ 
ed into for workmanship and materials necessary in erecting the State 
Capitol since the report to the last General Assembly, the amount of 
money paid on each contract, and the balance which will be due on the 
completion of the several contracts, to wit: 

No. 1. Contract with Henry Sossaman Am't of contract. Am't paid Unpaid balance 
for carpenter's work and material s in 
putting landthorn and cupola on dome, 
and ballustrade all round the build- 

ding, - $1150 $1150 

No. 2. " with Henry Sossaman for 


covering the dome with shingles, 

234 


234 


No. 3. " with J ohn S. Fitch, for 

building all the stair cases, - 

No. 4. " with J ohn S. Fitch for all 

650 


650 


the labour of joiners work, in fitting 
up the Senate chamber, and putting up 
frontispiece and window at south end 
and fr sundry other works and mate¬ 
rials, as per bill and certificate, - 
No. 5. " with Edmond S. Farish, 

1724 31 


1189 31 

535 

for all the carpenters and joiners work 
in the hall of Representatives, and in¬ 
cluding a bill for sundry other work. 

No. 6. " with J ohn S. Gorman, for 

plastering a part of the State capitol, 
the work to be measured, and estima- 

1551 75 


1400 

151 75 

ted to cost. - - - 4250 

1000 

3250 


No. 7. " with Spicer W. Kelly, 

for joiners work in second and third 
stories of west wing. - 

232 

232 



No. 8. " with Daniel Grayson, for 
joiners work in second and third sto¬ 
ries of east wing. 

No. 9. " with Robert Cairnes, for 

218 

100 

118 


the carpenters work on porticos on 
north and south ends of State Capitol, 
and for other work and materials as 





per bill and certificate. - 406 78 



406 78 

No. 10. " with Hickemburg and 

Scott, for painting wood work of 

State Capitol an glazing, by measure¬ 
ment at specified prices, the work 
when completed is estimated to cost, 

600 


175 

425 


No. 11. " with J ohn Robb, for the 

foundations, steps, platforms and flu¬ 
ted columns of the porticos at the north 
and south ends of the building, and 
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flagging part of vestibule, as per bill 

and certificate. - - 2272 25 2272 25 

No. 12. " with J ohn Rial, for work 

and materials in stopping putlock 

holes, clearing out flues, and laying 

hearths, (partly in completing of Mor- 


tons contracts.) - - 132 62 y 2 

132 62 % 

No. 13. " with Samuel B. Ewing, 

his bill for smith work. - 156 50 

156 50 

No. 14. " with Nathan Hughes his 

bill for paints, putty, &c. 206 50 

206 50 

No. 15. " with Nathan Hughes, his 

bill for paints, &c., - - 123 60 

123 60 

No. 16. " with Andrews & Broth¬ 
ers, for white lead and putty, 152 152 

No. 17. " with Andrews & Broth¬ 
ers, for do. do. - 52 50 

52 50 

No. 18. " with B. Wrigglesworth, 

for paints, white lead, &c. - 101 26 

101 26 

No. 19. " with S. M. Meek Co. 

for paints. 3 80 

3 80 

No. 20. " with Elisha Shehorn, for 

lumber. ... 19 17 

19 17 

No. 21. " with Hardin Perkins for 

lumber. ... 6 

6 

No. 22. " with William Harriss, 

for poplar scantling. - - 17 35 

17 35 

No. 23. " with J oshua Benson, for 

cedar post. - - - - 19 17 

19 17 

No. 24. " with Southern Advocate, 

for advertising. - 2 

2 

No. 25. " with William Nichols, 

for cedar lumber. ... 49 

49 

No. 26. " with J ames Pickens, for 

cedar lumber. - - - 105 

105 

No. 27. " Samuel B. Ewing, cash 

for recording deed. - - 3 

3 

No. 28. " with Southern Advocate, 

for advertising, - - 9 

9 

No. 29. " with William Morrisson, 

for carpenters work on the building. 

9 37 ¥2 9 37 y 2 

No. 30. " with J ohn Childress, for 

timber for columns. 36 

36 

No. 31. " with J ohn Childress for 

lumber. 34 50 

34 50 

No. 32. " with Estate of Wm. J am- 

eson, dec'd. for lumber. - 494 

494 

No. 33. " with Moses Collins, for 

lumber. ... 52 88 

52 88 

No. 34. " with W. M. Forrister, 

for lumber.- - - 2195 

21 95 


No. 35. " with J ames McCulloh, 

for hauling 46 25 46 25 

No. 36. " with J ohn Brandon, for 
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labor in removing rubbish. - 
No. 37. " with William Morton, 

J r. for building small chimney. 

No. 38. " with William Nichols, 

for cash paid for removing rubbish. 

No. 39. " with J ohn Childress, for 

boring columns. - - 15 

No. 40. " with J ohn D. Barr, for 

lumber. ... 19 

No. 41. " with William Owen, for 

removing rubbish. 

No. 42. " with J ames Hogan, & Co 

for sundry materials. 

No. 43. " with J ames Mallery, for 

labor and materials, - 

No. 44. " with William P. Brown, 

for lumber.- - - 351 


19 50 19 50 

15 15 

19 50 19 50 

15 


16 

12 

149 17 

14 65 14 65 

80 351 80 


19 16 

12 

149 17 


No. 45. " with disbursements by Will¬ 

iam Nichols, for cleaning out legis¬ 
lative halls, & c. and removing rubbish. 78 31 78 31 

No. 46. " estimated cost of privies 

for State Capitol.- - 150 150 


$15986 61 $7622 08 $8364 53 

Amount of previous contracts as re¬ 
ported by the commissioners at the 
last General Assembly. 38805 


Of the las item there is balances due, 
to wit: 

To Wm. Morrison, for carpenters work. 66 

" David J ohnson, for coppering roof 450 

" J ohn Robb, for stone work. 1737 50 

" William Morton, J r. for brick work. 3000 


$54791 61 $7622 08 $13618 08 


We would further respectfully represent, that in making the above state¬ 
ment, we have set down as paid, all amounts for which warrants have been 
issuee; we presume a small amount of these warrants have not been pad. 

By an act of the General Assembly in 1826, the amount of the Seat of 
Government fund was appropriated for the erection of the State Capitol, 
and by a joint resolution in 1827, the commissioners were authorised to 
make contracts to the amount of fifty-five thousand dollars. We would 
in justice to those individuals to whom monies are due, for labor and ma¬ 
terials furnished in the erection of the State Capitol, respectfully suggest 
the early passage of a law, appropriating the unappropriated balance of the 
fifty-five thousand dollars. It is obvious that this amount will not be com¬ 
petent for the completion of the building, and as regards what further sum 
may be necessary, we would respectfully refer you to the superintend¬ 
ent, the means of course remain with the wisdom and prudence of the 
Legislature; all of which is respectfully submitted. 

J NO. L. TINDALL, 

JAMES HOGAN, 

HENRY MINOR, Com'rs. 





Tuscaloosa, Nov. 23, 1829. 


S. B. EWING. 



38 


Mr. Penn moved that said communication lie on the table, and that 100 
copies thereof be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. Goldthwaite from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so altering 
the law, so as to provide that one magistrate shall receive the relinquish¬ 
ment of dower, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject; 
in which report the House concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Moore : Resolved, that the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
monies arising from tavern licenses to be paid into the county treasury. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor: Resolved, that the door deeper be directed 
under the direction of a select committee of this House to provide carpet¬ 
ing for the Representative Hall, whereupon Messrs Taylor, Acklen an 
Penn were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Flournoy offered the following resolution: Resolved that this 
House will now proceed to elect a committee of three members on the 
part of this House to act with such committee as may be elected on the 
Moore moved to amend the resolution by striking out the word "now," 
with a view to insert the words "at 12 o'clock to-day," which was carried. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled An act 
to reduce the pay of judges of the circuit courts hereafter to be elected in 
this State, which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Mead: Resolved, that the doorkeeper of this House 
be authorized to procure locks and keys for the tables appropriated for 
the use of the members of this House. 

Mr. Hodges offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the joint 
examining committee of the State Bank, be instructed to call on the Pres¬ 
ident and Directors of said Bank to report to this House the amount of 
money applied for from each county on general accommodation, the 
amount obtained thereon, the amount applied for on special accommoda¬ 
tion, the amount discounted thereon, the amount applied for on bills of 
exchange, the amount obtained thereon and at what time payable. Mr. 
Parsons moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. It 
was then adopted. 

Mr. Fitts obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act sup¬ 
plemental to the act establishing the Bank of the State of Alabama, and 
to regulate damages in transactions and operations of said Bank, which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Morrisett obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act 
to attach part of the counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of Mon¬ 
roe, and for other purposes, which was read a first time and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Broadnax obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act 
to emancipate a certain coloured persons therein named, which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Cook: Resolved, that the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the orphan's 
court to make sales of perishable property bequeathed to infants when the 
interest of the legatee may require it. 

On motion of Mr. Roysdon: Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of passing an act to repeal so 
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much of the laws now in force as compel the judges of the circuit courts 
of this State to alternate, and that they have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the circuit courts 
of this State to grant final judgement on bonds for writs of error from 
the county courts, with leave to report by bill other otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Acklen : Resolved, that the judiciary committee in¬ 
quire into the expediency of passing a law authorizing a part failure of 
consideration to be plead at law, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Goldthwaite obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An 
act to regulate proceedings in certain actions of detinue, which was read 
a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Horton obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to 
provide for drawing and compensating jurors to attend on the county 
courts of Franklin and Lawrence counties, an for other purposes, which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Mead obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to 
establish a turnpike road therein mentioned, which was read a first time 
and ordered to a second Coleman: Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws for the 
relief of insolvent debtors so as to compel each debtor to deliver to the 
proper officers all the personal property and all the titled papers which he 
may hold to any real estate enumerated in his schedule, and that they re¬ 
port by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Baker: Resolved, that the committee on the Sate 
Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency of limiting the amount 
of purchasers by the State Bank of bills of exchange, and also the requi¬ 
ring of applicants for loans to make affidavit before some officer legally 
authorized to administer the same, that he has not received more than two 
thousand dollars from said Bank, either through himself or any one for 
his use, and further require the directors in all cases where application is 
made for a loan by any one who has never received accommodation from 
the Bank, to give preference to him over one who has, and who comes 
equally well recommended. 

Mr Van Dyke offered the following preamble and resolution : Where¬ 
as the 17th section of the 4th article of the constitution, declares that the 
legislature shall at the session of 1828, or the first session thereafter, 
arrange and designate the boundaries of the several counties in this 
State, Resolved, therefore, that the committee on county boundaries in¬ 
quire into the expediency of arranging and designating the boundaries 
of the several counties in this State, in pursuance of said section of 
the constitution, so far as said committee may deem it expedient at the 
present session, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Ross: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the county court 
system ; and establishing a court of ordinary, and that they report by bill 
or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Clarke: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the court of roads and revenue 
for the several counties in this State, to fix the amount of compensa¬ 
tion and the manner of paying the grand and petit jurors for their respec¬ 
tive counties. 
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Mr J ones offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on ways and means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing the law imposing a white poll tax, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise, which was adopted. Yeas 52- nays 169. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clarke, Cole, Conner, 
Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, 
Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Mur- 
phree, Parsons, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, 

Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Banks, Barclay, Coleman, 
Craig, Dale, Hays, Lane, Moore, Morrisett, Penn, Perkins, Robinson, Ross, 

Weissinger, and Young. 

Mr. Coopwood offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee appointed re-adopt a memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, asking further relief to the public land debtors, with such other 
matters as they might think expedient; be instructed to incorporate in said 
memorial a request that Congress in all cases of extending relief to pub¬ 
lic land debtors, should proportion the relief on low priced lands with that 
which is high ; and that said committee be further instructed to ask 
Congress for a donation of land to all settlers residing on the public do¬ 
main, or hereafter settling upon any lands of the United States, to the 
quantity of one quarter section. Mr. Morrisett offered the following 
amendment: "That the committee be instructed to incorporate in said 
memorial a request that a law may be passed to refund to purchasers 
who have paid for their lands, all beyond the price at which settlers may 
be permitted to enter lands at. Mr. parsons moved that the resolution 
with the proposed amendment lie on the table, which was carried. 

Agreeably to a resolution the House proceeded to the election of a 
committee to examine the affairs and condition of the Bank of the State 
of Alabama, whereupon messrs Moore, Young, and Clarke were duly 
elected sad Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Ligon: Resolved, That the committee on military 
affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of exempting non¬ 
slave holders from the discharge of patrol duty, with leave to report by 
bill or other wise. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an ac to 
alter the name of Lazarus Maddox to that of Leigh Madding, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to morrow. And then 
the House adjourned until half past two o'clock this evening. 

EVENING SESSI ON, half past 2 o'clock - The House met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Mr. Clark moved to add mr Hudson to the committee on "Indians and 
Indian affairs," which was carried. 

Mr. Clark moved to add mr Flournoy to the same committee, which 
was carried. 

Mr. Ligon moved to add mr Fitts to the same committee, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Taylor moved to add mr Conner to the same committee, which 
was carried. 

Mr. Russel moved to add mr Barclay to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries, which was carried. 

Mr. Flournoy moved to add mr Ship to the same committee, which was 



carried. 
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Mr. Mobley moved that Mr. Lawler be added to the same committee, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Forrest moved that mr Brown be added to the same committee, 
which was carried. 

On motion of mr Forrest: Resolved, That the committee on the Sate 
Capitol be instructed to inquire into the reason of the reverberation and 
confusion of sound produced by speaking in the Representative Hall, and 
by what means it may be remedied, and that for the purpose of facilita¬ 
ting their inquiries, they confer with the State Architect, and report to 
this House the result of their inquiries. 

On motion of mr. Flournoy : Resolved, That no addition be made to 
the committee on county boundaries, unless two thirds of this House 
agree thereto, which was lost. 

On motion of mr Van Dyke : Resolved, That the clerk inform the Se¬ 
nate that the House of Representatives are now ready to receive them in 
the Representative Hall, for the purpose of going into the election of a 
State Printer. The Senate having repaired to the hall of the House of 
Representatives, and taken their seats, the two Houses then proceeded 
to the election of a State Printer. Messrs M'Guire Henry, and Walker 
being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Messrs McGuire, Henry and Walker are Mr. President, 
Anderson, Conner, Crawford, Edmondson, Evens, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, Irwin, 
McVay, Merriwether, Moore, Morton, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, 
Watkins, Wood, of th Senate- Mr. Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, 
Bradford, Broadnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coop- 
wood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Elis, Fearn, flo9urnoy, Forrest, Goldth- 
waite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, 
King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims 
Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott Pope, Rather, rich- 
ardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van 
Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams, Young. 

M'Guire Henry and Walker having received a majority of voted, Mr 
Speaker, Therefore, declared them duly elected Public Printers for the 
State of Alabama for the ensuing twelve moths, fro and after the 18th 
day of January next. And then the Senate withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Lawler: Resolved, That the committee on the state 
of the republic be instructed to inquire into the propriety of addressing 
a memorial to the Congress of the United States, requesting a donation 
of a sufficient quantity of relinquished lands, to open a canal between the 
Tennessee and Coosa rivers, and for removing the obstructions in the Coosa. 

Mr. Williams obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
requiring the Secretary of State to make an index to the journals of the 
General Assembly, which was read a firs time and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the Governor ;'s message, Mr, Clark in the chair, and after some time 
spent in the consideration of the same, the committee rose. Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Chairman reported he following resolutions, 
which were concurred in and adopted by the House. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
state of the laws, b referred to the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
best mode of applying the funds arising from the sale of the lands grant¬ 
ed to this State by Congress, for the purpose of improving certain rivers 



within the same, be referred to a joint committee of both houses of this 
6 
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Legislature, and that the committee on "inland navigation," be said com¬ 
mittee on the part of this House. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
legality of the proceedings of the commissioners appointed to select, class, 
and value the 400,000 thousand acres of land granted to this State for in¬ 
ternal improvement; so much as relates to the legality of opening the 
Register's office, for the entry of those lands ; and so much as relates to 
the extent to which the State is bound by the acts of said commissioners 
and the register of said office, be referred to the judiciary committee., 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the sale of said 
lands, and the management of fund arising therefor, be referred to 
the committee on lands appropriated for internal improvement. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the conduct of 
the commissioners, in selecting classing and valuing the said lands, and 
making return to the register, be referred to the select committee ap¬ 
pointed for the purpose of examining into and investigating that subject. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as related to the State Bank, 
and the establishment of offices of the same, be referred to the commit¬ 
tee on the State Bank. 

Resolved, That so much of said message, as relates to the State Capitol, 
be referred to the committee on the State Capitol. 

Resolved, That so much as recommends a revision of the criminal laws 
particularly, be referred to the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to an increase of the 
salaries of circuit court judges and solicitors, and so much as recom¬ 
mends certain additional duties to be requires of the latter, be referred to 
the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the tariff, be re¬ 
ferred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the I ndians within 
the limits of the State, be referred to the committee on Indians and In¬ 
dian affairs,&. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the buildings of 
the University, be referred to the committee "on education." 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the settlement of 
accounts between this state and the State of Mississippi, be referred to 
the committee on accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Lawler: Resolved, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire what compensation is now allowed by law 
to assessors and tax collectors for assessing and collecting taxes for 
county purposes, and whether it may not be necessary to pass a law 
more particularly defining the compensation of said officers for the ser¬ 
vices aforesaid, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Ligon moved that mr Hudson be added to the committee on accounts, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the house a communication from the Secretary 
of State, which is as follows: 

Secretary of State's Office, Nov. 23, 1829. 

The Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SIR: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
17th instant, directing the Secretary of State to furnish the House with 
the proceedings of a general court martial convened at Claiborne in March 
last, for the purpose of determining a contested election for major gene¬ 
ral of the 4th division of the militia of this State, and all matters there- 
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with connected, I have the honor of submitting the accompanying papers. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant. 

Hon. John Gayle. J. I.THORNTON. 

Mr. Taylor moved that said communication and accompanying docu¬ 
ments lie on the table, which was carried. And then the House adjourned 
till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday Nov. 24, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the House, Mr. Speaker appointed a com¬ 
mittee on the sate of the republic, consisting of Messrs Goldthwaite, 
Parsons, Acklen, Fearn, Young, Penn, Ellis, Mardis, Forrest, Ligon, 

Flournoy, Fitts, Bibb, and Baker. 

Mr. Young presented the petition of sundry citizens of Perry county, 
praying the passage of a law to establish an academy in said county, near 
the town of Marion in said county, which was read and referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Messrs young, Van Dyke and Clark. 

Mr. Lane presented the account of jailer of Limestone county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Richardson, from the select committee to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of the counties of Marengo and Greene, in re¬ 
lation to a certain road therein named, reported, that the prayer of the 
petitioners is unreasonable and ought not to be granted. I n which re¬ 
port the House concurred. 

Mr. Coopwood called up the resolution relative to the investigation of 
the conduct of the land commissioners. Mr. Parsons then moved that it 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution: Resolved, That for the re¬ 
mainder of ths session, this House will convene at half past 9 o'clock, in 
the morning, and continue in session till half past 2 in the afternoon, 
and if no objection be made, and if the orders of the day shall be dis¬ 
posed of, the Speaker shall adjourn the House until half past 9 o'clock 
the succeeding day: Provided, that it shall be competent to the House 
to adjourn at an earlier hour on motion as usual, but the names of the 
mover and seconder shall be entered on the journal, together with the 
time of day when said motion is made: And provided, that the House 
may convene on the same day after the hour of adjournment above 
mentioned, whenever they may think proper, which was lost. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution, in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence: Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of the Se¬ 
nate, to act jointly with such committee as may e appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, to examine the returns of sheriffs from 
their respective counties, and count the votes relative to the alteration of 
the constitution, in fixing a limited period to the tenure of the judges, 
and report to their respective Houses. They have appointed on their 
part messrs Smith, Perry, and Garth. 

Mr. Goldthwaite offered the following resolution: Resolved, That a 
select committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of address¬ 
ing the President of the United States, and respectfully requesting hm 
to remove from office the present agent of Indian affairs for the Creek 
nation of Indians, with leave to report an address, &c. Mr. Baker moved 
that the further consideration of said resolution be postponed till Satur¬ 
day week next, which was carried. 

Mr. Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize Wm. J ohnson, sen. to make titles to lots sold by the com- 
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missioners of the town of Pickens, in Pickens county, which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Coopwood : Resolved, That a committee on three 
members be appointed on the part of this House, to act jointly with such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, to examine 
the returns of the several sheriffs from the different counties in this sate, 
shewing the number of votes in their respective counties for and against 
the purposes amendment to the constitution, limiting the tenure by 
which the judges hold their offices to six years, with instructions to re¬ 
port to this House whether said returns are made in accordance with the 
constitution and laws of this state. Whereupon Messrs Coopwood, 

Parsons, and Conner were appointed. 

On motion of mr. Craig : Resolved, that the military committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing some law defining the 
manner of fixing the regimental muster ground ; as also to establish by 
law the days on which battalion and regimental musters and courts mar¬ 
tial shall be held, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Fearn: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to report to this House a bill more effectually to suppress 
what are called "change bills," should they deem the same expedient. 

Mr. Philpott offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on the sate of the republic, draft a memorial to the Congress of 
the United States, praying a relinquishment of title on the part of the 
United States, to the State of Alabama, to all the refuse lands within 
said state, which has been subject to entry since the year 1825, for the 
purpose of raising a fund for the establishment of primary schools within 
the several counties where said land may be situated. Mr. Durrett mov¬ 
ed to amend the resolution by striking out the words "1825; with the 
view to insert the words "1817." Mr. Baker moved that the resolution 
lie on the table, which was lost. The question again was on mr Durrett's 
motion to strike out, and carried. Mr. Durrett then moved to fill the 
blank with the words "1817," which was carried. Mr. Fearn moved to 
amend the resolution with the following: "or that in the event that the 
donation shall not be made, that Congress will adopt such measures as 
will favor the speedy entry and settlement of said lands which was 
carried. Mr. Lawler moved to amend int by striking out the word "title," 
with a view to insert "claim," which was carried. It was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor: Resolved, That the military committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making it the duty of the Go¬ 
vernor to review the militia once during his constitutional term of service. 

Mr. Hodges offered the following resolution : Resolved, That a select 
committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of changing the 
time of convening the General Assembly of this State from the third 
Monday in November to the first Monday in said month, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. Mr. Lawler moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the word "first," with a view to insert the "fourth," 
which was lost. Mr. Russell moved that the further consideration of said 
resolution be postponed to the 25th of December next, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire, whether under the last census, so much of the 
second section of the last act of the General Assembly dividing the state 
into Senatorial districts, as constitutes one Senatorial district of the 
counties of Pickens, Fayette, and Marion, and one Senatorial district of 
the county of Franklin, be not in contravention of the constitution of 
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this State ; and whether, under the provisions of the said constitution, 
the counties of Pickens and Fayette ought not to compose one Senato¬ 
rial district, and the counties of Franklin and Marion another Senatorial 
district; and if, in the opinion of the said committee so much of said 
section as aforesaid, be contrary to the provisions of the constitution, 
whether the present General Assembly have the power during its present 
session to make any alteration of amendment of the section aforesaid, 
touching the premises, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Williams: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the law in rela¬ 
tion to appeals taken from trials before justices of the peace requiring the 
party appealing to file an affidavit stating that he, she, or they have a good 
cause of defence to make, or have some payment or set off which has not 
been allowed, and that the appeal is not prayed for the purpose of delay, 
before the appeal shall be granted by the justice of the peace. 

Mr. Van Dyke offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee on privileges and elections be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of passing a law changing th time of holding the general 
election of members to the General Assembly, from the first Monday in 
August to the first Monday in J une, with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. Mr. Hudson moved to postpone the further consideration thereof 
to the 25th of December next, which was lost. Mr. Moore moved to 
amend it by striking out J une, with a view to insert J uly, which was 
carried. The resolution was lost. 

Mr. Massey obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act passed at the last session of the General Assembly, extend¬ 
ing the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over the Creek Nation, 
which was read a first time. Mr Conner moved that the bill lie on the 
table, which was carried. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the door 
keeper be instructed to procure two stoves, and have the same put up at 
the most convenient places in the hall of the House of Representatives, 
for the comfort of the members. Mr. Coopwood moved to lay it on the 
table, which was carried. 

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on the state of the republic be instructed to report to this House 
a suitable remonstrance protesting against the rights claimed by the Ge¬ 
neral Government to prohibit white citizens of this State settling on the 
waste lands claimed by Indian tribes, and lying within the chartered limits 
of this State. Mr. Baker moved to postpone the consideration of the 
resolution till Saturday next, which was carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the further retailing of ardent 
spirits, was read a second time. Mr. Morrisette proposed a substitute in 
lieu thereof. Mr. Ligon proposed the following amendment: after the 
words "ardent spirits, where it first occurs, insert "wine, beer, or other 
liquor." The bill with the proposed amendments was then referred to 
the committee on ways and means, to consider and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the location of a certain election 
precinct therein named, was read a second time and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on privileges and elections. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize J ohn A. Chapman, Simeon 
Chapman, Daniel Welch and their associates, to turnpike a road therein 
named, was read a second time, and referred to a select committee con¬ 
sisting of Messrs Mardis, Brodnax, and Lawler. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the State of 
Alabama, over all that part of the Chickasaw nation lying within the 
chartered limits of this State, was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on Indians and Indian affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the times of holding the circuit 
courts in the counties of Henry Dale and Covington, was read a second 
time, and referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled 
an act, to establish and improve a certain road therein mentioned, ap¬ 
proved J anuary 13th 1829, was read a second time. Mr. cook moved 
that it be referred to a select committee which was carried. Whereupon 
Messrs Cook, Green, and Curtis were appointed said Committee. 

Engrossed joint resolution asking the establishment of land office 
in Bellefonte, was read a third time. Mr. Mardis moved that it be referred 
to a select committee, whereupon Messrs Mardis, Russell, and Roulston 
were appointed said committee. 

Engrossed bill entitled an act to alter the times of holding the county 
courts of Jefferson county, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, 

That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, That the same be sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to authorize J ason Moye to 
manumit a certain slave therein named ; an act to emancipate a certain 
slave therein named ; an act authorizing J ohn Simpson and Thomas 
Simpson to emancipate a certain slave therein named ; an act authorizing 
David Brewton to emancipate a certain slave therein named, were seve¬ 
rally read a second time, and referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the state of Ala¬ 
bama over the Creek nation, was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on "Indians and Indian affairs.” 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning forcible entries and detainers 
was read a second time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, 
was read a second time. Mr. Ellis moved that it lie on the table, which 
was carried. And then the House adjourned till 10 o'clock A. M. 

Wednesday, Nov. 25, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Cook presented the petition of the judge of the county court and 
commissioners of revenue and roads of Butler county, praying the 
passage of a law to grant the taxes and retail licences, &c. to the coun¬ 
ties where the same are collected, which was red and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on ways and means. 

Mr. Acklen presented the petition of Isbam Burk, a pauper, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Perkins presented the petition of the inhabitants of the 16th sec¬ 
tion, township 20, range No. 5 west of Huntsville, praying that the com¬ 
missioners in said township retain in their hands the monies arising from 
the sales thereof, which was read and referred to a select committee, con¬ 
sisting of Messrs Perkins, Richardson and Clark. 

Mr. Forrest presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Walker 
county, praying the passage of a law to authorize Thomas Payne and 
his associates, to open a turnpike road from Weedon's old place in 
Blount county, to Walker court house, which was read and referred to 
the committee on roads bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Rather Presented the petition of T. W. M'Carty, a justice of the 
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peace for Morgan county, praying compensation for services rendered, 
which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances. 

Mr. Parsons presented the account of the jailer of Monroe county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Baker presented the petition of the citizens of the 16th section, 
township No. 14, range 20, praying the passage of a law to authorize the 
commissioners of the said 16th section, to hold an election for a sale or no 
sale of said section, which was read and referred to a select committee 
consisting of Messrs Baker Goldthwaite and Brodnax. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House the certificate of John Morrast, 
touching the freedom of a negro man named J im Fennen, which was read 
and referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Taylor, from the military committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
defining the manner of fixing the regimental muster grounds, as also to 
establish by law the days on which battallion and regimental musters and 
courts martial shall be held, reported that it is inexpedient to pass such a 
law ; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr. Durrett, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of Gabriel Butler, reported a bill to be entitled an act to legalize 
the rites of matrimony between Gabriel Butler and and Mary Littrel, 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading tomorrow. 

Mr. Cook, from the select committee to which was referred the bill en¬ 
titled an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act to establish 
and improve a certain road therein mentioned, approved J anuary 13th, 
1829, reported the bill without amendment. It was then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading tomorrow. 

Mr. Goldthwaite obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 

to establish the county of., which was read a first time. Mr. 

Speaker moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
to the first day of March next, which was lost. It was then ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner: Resolved, That the committee on inland 
navigation be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
to establish a board for inland navigation whose duty it shall be to obtain 
correct knowledge of the several objects proper for improvement, in re¬ 
lation to the navigable waters and other fit subjects of internal improve¬ 
ments, and for making a systematic and economical application of the 
funds appropriated to those objects ; and that they report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Grigsby: Resolved, That a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the practicability and expediency of so changing 
the boundary lines of the counties of Dallas, Wilcox and Greene, that 
the Alabama and Black Warrior rivers shall not run through the same. 

Mr. Hodges obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution of the Gene¬ 
ral Assembly of the State of Alabama, proposing amendments to the 
constitution so as to have biennial sessions of the General Assembly 
thereof, which was read a first time, and ordered that one hundred co¬ 
pies thereof be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. Parsons offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on the state of the republic be instructed to inquire into the pro¬ 
priety of preventing free persons of color from emigrating to, and settling 
within the State of Alabama, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
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Mr. Fearn offered the following amendment: "and also to prevent the 
farther introduction of salves into this state, so far as the same can be 
done consistently with the constitution of the State." Mr. Mardis moved 
to postpone the further consideration thereof till Monday next, which 
was carried. 

Mr. Van Dyke, who voted in the majority on the adoption of Mr. Grigs¬ 
by's resolution relating to county boundaries, moved to re-consider the 
vote, which was carried. The resolutions was then adopted and referred 
to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Forrest obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
making an appropriation for the payment of the members and officers of 
the present General Assembly, which was read a first time and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Robinson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to establish certain election precincts therein named, which was read a 
first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Mardis moved that Mr. Acklen and Mr. Conner be added to the 
judiciary committee. 

Mr. Acklen from the select committee appointed on the part of this 
Flouse to wait on His Excellency Governor Moore and request a copy of 
his inaugral address delivered to both houses of the General Assembly 
by him upon taking the oaths of office, have performed that duty, and 
received a copy of said address, which is herewith submitted; and which 
is as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

In presenting mself before you clothed as you are with the legislative 
power of the people of Alabama, for the purpose of taking in your pre¬ 
sence, the solemn obligation of the office to which I have been called the 
imposing scene, the important and responsible character of the station up¬ 
on which I am about to enter, affects me with deep sensibility. The mag¬ 
nitude of the trust, the general difficulty in its execution, the prudent and 
wise disposition of the various applications for the exercise of the execu¬ 
tive prerogative, in interposing our country's mercy in behalf of those who 
may have violated the majesty of her laws, together with other delicate 
duties, inseparable form the station, combined with an honest distrust in 
my own ability to perform them in a satisfactory manner, would deter me 
from the undertaking, were it not for the fond hope, that the same friend¬ 
ly kindness and forbearance, which have been so liberally extended to me 
heretofore, will be continued. This diffidence is greatly increased, by 
the high estimate justly awarded by my fellow citizens, to the distinguished 
abilities with which the executive department of this government has been 
administered by my predecessors ; and here, permit me to remark, that 
whilst we mourn the act of providence which has deprived us of those 
worties, whose services and counsel this community cannot hope to enjoy 
again, yet we are consoled by the reflection, that by the people of Ala¬ 
bama their services are remembered, and their counsels duly appreciated, 
and in the act of our legislature making an appropriation for the transpor¬ 
tation of the relics of one of them from a foreign land, for interment in 
our own soil, is recorded the evidence of public gratitude for public ser¬ 
vices, highly honorable to the legislature and to the citizens of the State. 
While we thus deplore the loss of our chief magistrates who are now no 
more, we are interested and delighted in the prospect afforded of the pro¬ 
fitable exercise of their talents in the promotion of our common prosperity. 
Ten years since the state was admitted into the federal family of the 
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union, at which time our population amounted to sixty thousand, and at 
that time sixteen counties were represented in the convention only ; now 
our population may be estimated at three hundred thousand, and at this 
time the delegation from thirty-five counties are assembly in this Hall. 

And what, may I ask, was this much favored spot only a short time ante¬ 
rior to our admission into the union? a mere wilderness, the resort of sa¬ 
vages and wild beasts only. What an exchange of tenements is now pre¬ 
sented! I n the place of those humble huts, then occupied by the Black 
Warrior or Tuscaloosa chief and his followers, probable placed on the 
margin of your beautiful stream of that named, we now behold a Capitol, 
emphatically a Capitol, and University, which the completed will be in¬ 
ferior to none in elegance, in State, or in usefulness of which any sister 
state can boast; a metropolis surrounded by a country rapidly growing 
in wealth and importance, presenting all the natural advantages calcula¬ 
ted to invite an emigration of the most enterprizing and respectable cha¬ 
racter, in which are now assemble the representatives of a free and ind- 
pendent people, for the purpose of deliberating upon the great public 
concerns of the community. Such a change, such a rapid increase in 
population, in improvements and institutions in our young and grow¬ 
ing state, cannot but be highly gratifying to each of her citizens. Eight 
yeas have not elapsed since I had the honor of participating in the de¬ 
liberations of our state legislature, and, although within that time much 
change of its members has been made, yet I have the satisfaction to re¬ 
cognize in this dignified body, several from different sections of the 
state with whom I have had the honor to be associated on the most 
friendly terms in the discharge of public duty, and among them seve¬ 
ral whose silver locks have obtained an honorable distinction in the al¬ 
most uninterrupted discharge of public functions. To this circumstance 
I may add, that I have the gratification to believe that I shall be aided 
and supported by all, in any effort calculated to promote the public wel¬ 
fare of our common country. 

I n brining forward any topic to your view for legislative action, I shall 
not be influences by any private, local or sectional consideration. I shall 
have no other object than the public good, and I shall rely more upon an 
ardent desire and devoted exertions for its attainment, aided by your 
united wisdom and supervising control, than upon any claim I have to 
ability. And here I may be permitted to remark, that it is a source of 
some consolation to me, that the manner in which I have been called to 
the station I am bout to assume, seems to forbid the idea of the existence 
of any opinion, that, when I have sworn fidelity to our constitution, any 
other than the most liberal views of policy will be pursued. 

You will, gentlemen, be pleased to permit me to assure you, and through 
you, those whom you represent, that the very flattering in manner in which 
this late demonstration of public confidence has been bestowed, has in¬ 
spired the most profound gratitude, and highest sense of obligation. 

It is with much satisfaction that I remark, that the very able, lucid, 
and comprehensive communication made you by the retiring executive, 
will superscede much of my constitutional obligations the present session. 

I may deem it expedient to submit some additional views for your delibe¬ 
rations, relative to some of the matters embraced in this important docu¬ 
ment, which I shall do with much respect and high consideration. 

And may that spirit of harmony, liberality, forbearance, and toleration 
which is so essentially necessary for the accomplishment of the best re¬ 
sults, be encouraged by us all, is my sincere and cordial supplication 
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A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon.- Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills, and a joint resolution which 
originated in their House, entitled an act to alter the time of holding the 
courts in the 6th circuit: an act to give the circuit courts of this state 
power to render judgements final against the security in writs of error 
bonds: an act to authorize the courts of this state to render judgement 
final against the security of non residents, and joint resolutions providing 
for the appointment of a joint committee to investigate and examine the 
proceedings of the commissioners elected to class and value the lands 
given to this State for the purposes of internal improvement, in all of 
which they desire your concurrence. The concur in the resolution of 
the House of Representatives referred in so much of the Governor's mes¬ 
sage as relates to the best mode of applying the funds arising from the 
sale of the lands granted to the State by Congress for the purpose of im¬ 
proving certain rivers within the same, to a joint committee of the two 
Houses, and providing that the committee on inland navigation be said 
committee on the part of the House : the committee on inland Naviga¬ 
tion in the Senate, consisting of Messrs. Walthall, Evans, M'Vay, Smith, 
and Conner have been appointed the joint committee on their part. They 
also concur in the resolution of your honorable body appointing a joint 
committee to inquire of the propriety of re-adopting and urging upon 
the consideration of the Congress of the United States the important 
matters embraced in the memorial of the legislature of the State at the 
last session, concerning the public lands and rights of pre-emption in 
favor of actual settlers and relinquishers, and to inquire whether said 
memorial ought to embrace any additional matter, and have appointed a 
committee on their part consisting of messrs Walthall, Perry and Anderson. 

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on education be instructed to inquire into the expediency and con¬ 
stitutionality of so dividing the University fund as to provide for the 
establishment of preparatory schools in various sections of the sate. 

Mr. Moore moved that the further consideration thereof be postponed till 
the 1st day of March next, which was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 42. 

The yeas and Nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Bibb, Cole, Conner, Curtis, Dale, Ellis, 
Fearn, Green, Hays, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Moore, Parsons, 
Penn, Perkins, Pope, Richardson, Roulston, Russell, Weissinger, Williams, 
and Young- 28. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Barclay, Bates, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Den¬ 
nis, Durrett, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, 

Hodges, Hudson, Horton, Jackson, Jones, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Met¬ 
calfe, Mims Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Robinson, 

Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, and Ward- 42. 

And the question being put, "shall ths resolution be adopted"? it was 
determined in the affirmative. Yeas 41- Nays 28. 

The Yeas and Nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Baker, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 

Clarke, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, 
Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, 
Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, 
Oliver, Philpott, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 
and Ward- 41. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, 
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Bibb, Cole, Conner, Curtis, Dale Ellis, Fearn, Greene, Hays, King, Lane, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Pope, Richard¬ 
son, Roulston, Russell, Weissinger, Williams, and Young- 28. 

Mr. Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Andrew 0. Horn, tax collector for Lawrence county, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to wit: an act to alter the 
time of holding the courts in the 6th circuit: an act to give the circuit 
courts of this state power to render judgements final against the security 
in writs of error bonds, were severally read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

J oint resolution from the Senate providing for the appointment of a joint 
committee to investigate and examine the proceedings of the commis¬ 
sioners elected to class and value the lands given to this State for the pur¬ 
pose of internal improvement, was read a first time. Mr Parsons then 
moved that the rule requiring bills and joint resolutions to be read on 
three several days be dispensed with, and that it be read a second time 
forthwith ; which was carried. Yeas 59- Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, 

Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, 

Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hester, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, 
Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, 

Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, 
Roysdon, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams, 
and Young- 39. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Bibb, Coleman, 
Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, Pope, 
and Ship- 13. 

Mr. Goldthwaite then moved to amend the resolution by way of the 
following proviso: "Provided, that nothing in this resolution contained 
shall be construed to authorize the removal of the books of the register 
and receiver of the land office,” which was lost. Yeas 15- Nays 57. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Baker Bibb, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Goldthwaite, 
Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, Pope, Roysdon, and Ship- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, 
Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, 

Cook, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Greene, 
Grigsby, Hays, Hester, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, 
McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, 

Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, 

Ross, Roulston, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, 

Williams and Young- 57. 

Mr. Parsons then moved that the rule be further dispensed with, and 
that it be read a third time forthwith, which was carried. Yeas 59- Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, 

Brodnax, brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Curtis, dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, 

Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, 

J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis Massey, McElderry, Mead, Met¬ 
calfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, 
Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, 
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Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward Weissinger, Williams and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bibb, Coleman, Conner, 
Coopwood, Craig, Durrett Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, and 
Pope. 

Mr. Craig moved to amend the resolution by way of the following en¬ 
grossed ryder, "Provided, that should it be necessary to bring up the 
original books of the land office, that the register may have a copy from 
which entries may be made in said office,” which was lost. And the 
question being put shall this resolution pass? it was determined in the 
affirmative. Yeas 57- Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative 
are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, 
Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, 

Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Jackson, 
Jones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, 
Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, 
Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russel, Smith, 
Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams, and Young- 57. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs, Baker, Bibb, Coleman, 
Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Horton Hudson, Lane, 
Ligon, Pope, Roysdon, and Ship- 15. 

Mr. Coopwood moved to amend the title by adding the words "and 
for other purpose,: which was lost. Ordered, That the title be as afore¬ 
said. Ordered, that the Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. And then 
the House adjourned till tomorrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Thursday Nov. 26, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker, 
The Senate have read three several times and passed a bill which orgi- 
nated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to suspend the 
sale of the land granted to the State of Alabama for the purposes of in¬ 
ternal improvement and have amended the same by striking out all the 
first section of the bill after the word that in the second line, and inserting 
in lieu thereof the accompanying section, and also by striking out the 
third section of the bill, in which amendment they desire your concur¬ 
rence. They have adopted the following resolution in which they de¬ 
sire your concurrence : Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the 
part of the Senate to act jointly with such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the House of Representatives, to draft a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, in behalf of those who have suffered 
by depredations committed by a part of the Creek nation of I ndians, pre¬ 
vious o the last Indian war, and at a moment of peace and good under¬ 
standing, as was conceived to exist between the United States and the 
said tribe of Indians ; they have appointed on their part Messrs Smith, 
Evans, and Garth; in which resolution the House concurred, where¬ 
upon messrs Fearn, Goldthwaite, and Conner were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Craig asked leave to withdraw the protest offered by himself and 
others to the House on yesterday, which was granted. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House the petition of sundry citizens resi¬ 
dent in that section of territory which was formerly a part of Monroe 
county wester of the Alabama river, praying a right to be represented in 
the present General Assembly, which was read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on propositions and grievances. 
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Mr. Speaker laid before the House the petition of sundry citizens of 
Green County, living on the east side of the Black warrior river, pray¬ 
ing that said river be made a county boundary line, which was read and 
referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Dale presented sundry petitions form the inhabitants of Monroe, 
county, praying to re-annex a part of Clarke county to Monroe county, 
which were severally read and referred to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries. 

Mr. J ones presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying the passage of a law to establish the permanent seat of justice in 
said county, which was read and referred to the committee on proposi¬ 
tions and grievances. 

Mr. Penn moved that the House concur in the several amendments 
made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to suspend the sale of the 
lands granted to the State of Alabama, for the purposes of internal im¬ 
provement, which was carried. 

Mr. Williams presented the account of the sherif of Tuscaloosa coun¬ 
ty, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. parsons, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing said committee to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a penitentiary, and for other purposes, reported that it is 
inexpedient to legislate upon the subject. Mr. Moore moved that the re¬ 
port lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances to 
which was referred the petition of John and Deliah his wife, persons of 
color, reported a bill to be entitled an act to emancipate certain salves 
therein named, which was read a first time and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievance, to 
which was referred the petition of Alexander Henry Bodin, reported a 
bill to be entitled an act to emancipate certain salves therein named, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Jesse Lott, reported that the prayer 
of the petitioner is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted ; in which 
report the House concurred. 

Mr. Lawler made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize J ohn A. Chapman, 
Simeon Chapman, Daniel Welch and their associates, to turnpike a cer¬ 
tain road therein named, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the following amendments, to wit: In the 
14th line of the 4th section, strike out the words "the following toll," 
and insert the same in the 16th line of the same section after the word 
"gates strike out the word "tripple," where it occurs in the first line 
of the fourth pate, and insert in lieu thereof the words "three times;” 

At the end of the 13th line 5th section, after the word dollars," in¬ 
sert "for each offence : and by adding thereto an additional section 
No. six; in which report the house concurred. Mr. Rather moved to 
amend the first section by striking out the word "five,” to insert the 
word "seven,” which was carried. The bill was then ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Taylor, from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion, directing the door keeper (under the direction of a select committee 
of this House,) to provide carpeting for the representative hall, reported 
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that carpeting cannot be procured sufficient to effect the object, and ask 
leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the same, which 
was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb: Resolved, That his excellency the Governor 
be requested to obtain information in relation to the systems which have 
been adopted by several of the States of this Union in their penitentia¬ 
ries, as well as all such information in relation thereto, as he may deem 
useful and ay the same before the next General Assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy: Resolved, That the superintendent of the 
State Capitol be requested to inform this House what additional sum of 
money it will be necessary to appropriate for the completion of the capitol. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution to authorize 
the building committee to procure the necessary furniture for the xecuO- 
tive rooms, in that State Capitol, which was read a first time. Mr. Moore 
then moved that the rule requiring bills and joint resolutions to be read 
on three several days be dispensed with, and that it be read a second 
time forthwith, which was carried. It was then read a second time. Mr 
Moore then moved that the rule be further dispensed with, and that the 
bill be considered as engrossed and read a third time forthwith, which 
was lost. Mr. Coopwood moved to amend it by striking out the words 
"the seat of government fund,: which was carried. It was then ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Mead presented the petition of David May and J ohn Rode, com- 
misioners of the 16th section, range 3, township 11, in Blount county, 
praying the passage of a law providing remuneration out of the sales of 
said section, which was read, and referred to the committee on education. 

On motion of mr Morrissett: Resolved That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the judge of 
the county court and commissioners of roads and revenue, to increase 
the pay of Sheriffs and clerks of the circuit and county courts for ex- 
officio services whin they may deem it necessary. 

On motion of mr Greene: Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering and regulating the 
pay of sheriffs for public services, as for them to have certain specified 
fees for serving notice on overseers and apportioners of hands in the se¬ 
veral counties in this State, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Curtis: Resolved, That a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed, to advise with such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the Senate, to take into consideration the propriety of changing the 
present mode of licensing physicians ans surgeons to practice medicine 
within this State, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Where¬ 
upon messrs Curtis, Fearn, and Moore were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Rather offered the following resolution: Resolved, That a committee 
be appointed to memorialize the Congress of the United States, praying 
the appointment of commissioners and surveyors to run a line between 
the State of Alabama and the Cherokee tribe or nation of I ndians, or so 
much of said line, commencing at Camp Coffee, on the south side of Ten¬ 
nessee river, running thence a due south course to the top of the dividing 
ridge between the waters of the Tennessee and Tombeckbe rivers, as laid 
down in the treaty of Turkey town, the 4th of October 1816, which treaty 
is signed by General Andrew J ackson, General David Merewether, and 
J esse Franklin, Esq, commissioners on the part of the united States. 

Mr. Goldthwaite moved to amend the resolution by way of the following: 
after the word "appointed," to insert to inquire into the expediency," which 
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was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted, whereupon 
messrs Rather, Bibb, and Moore were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Fitts obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an ac to 
emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading to morrow. 

Mr. Taylor called up the communication from the comptroller on the 
subject of the public lands, ferries, and public buildings in the vicinity 
and in the town of Cahawba. It was then referred to a select committee 
consisting of Messrs Taylor, Young, and Oliver. 

On motion of mr Durrett: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of paying State witnesses where 
the State fails to prosecute with effect. 

On motion of mr. J ackson : Resolved, That the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing an 
act to have an election precinct established at every company muster 
ground in each and every county in this State. 

Mr. Bradford offered the following resolution : Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on ways and manes be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
passing law more effectually to prevent extortion among tavern keepers, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Mr. Parsons moved to amend 
the resolution by striking out the words "among tavern keepers, : which 
was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

On motion of mr. Ligon: Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of empowering the sheriffs of 
the different counties in this state, to take recognizances of persons ar¬ 
rested on process from the circuit courts, for misdemeanors and felonies 
not punished capitally, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Coopwood moved to add mr Ligon to the judiciary committee, 
which was carried. 

On motion of mr Penn: Resolved, That the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
the law which directs that all elections made by the people shall be by 
ballot; and whether it is not more consistent with the spirit of freedom 
and independence, which should characterize the acts of our citizens in 
all public proceedings, that such elections should be made viva voce, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Hester obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act amen¬ 
datory of an act, prescribing the mode of executing original process, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr. Clarke, Resolved, That the committee on the State 
Bank inquire into the expediency of requiring the State treasurer to per¬ 
form the duties of President of the Bank of the State of Alabama. 

Mr Taylor called up a communication from the Secretary of State, re¬ 
lative to a court martial convened at Claiborne. It was then referred to 
the military committee. 

Mr. Clark moved to add mr Coopwood to the committee on accounts, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution: Resolved, That this 
House will, with the consent of the Senate, meet in the Representative 
Hall on Saturday next, at the hour of 11 o'clock, for the purpose of elect¬ 
ing solicitors for the first and sixth judicial circuits, and also judges for 
the county courts of Lauderdale, Limestone, Connecuh, Fayette, and 
Walker counties. Mr. Goldthwaite moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the word "sixth,” which was lost. Mr. Bibb moved to strike 
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out the word "Limestone, : which was lost. Mr. Rather moved to amend 
the resolution by adding the words, and "Morgan county, : which was 
carried. Mr. Goldthwaite moved to strike out "Saturday, : with a view 
to insert "Monday,” which was lost. The resolution as amended was 
then adopted. And then the House adjourned till tomorrow, 10 o'clock, 

A.M. 

Friday, Nov. 27, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Goldthwaite presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Mont¬ 
gomery county, composing the 40th regiment Alabama militia, praying 
the passage of a law to divide said county into three regiments, which 
was read and referred to the military committee. 

Mr. Goldthwaite presented the account of the jailer of Montgomery 
county, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Ellis presented the petition of David Johnson, praying the passage 
of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read 
and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Ellis, Perkins, 
and Williams. 

Mr. Speaker laid before he House a communication from the comp¬ 
troller, which is as follows: 

Comptroller's office, Tuscaloosa Nov. 27, 1829. 

The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

SIR: I have the honor to lay before the House of Representatives my 
annual report of the finances of the State for the year ending on yester¬ 
day. I am very respectfully, &c. 

(Signed) SAMUEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, That said communication together with the accompanying 
documents lie on the table, and that five hundred copies thereof be printed 
for the use of this House. 

Mr. Durrett presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lauder¬ 
dale county, recommending Lewis Kennedy as a fit person forjudge of 
the county court, of Lauderdale county, which was read and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Forrest, from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to 
which was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the ex¬ 
pediency of so modifying the law respecting the establishment of fer¬ 
ries, reported a bill to be entitled ana ct to amend the law now in force 
concerning the establishing ferries, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Coleman, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so amend¬ 
ing the laws in relation to appeals from decisions of justices of the peace, 
as to refuse the defendant an appeal in any case until he shall make affi¬ 
davit that he hath good cause of defence, or hath some payment or set 
off which has not been allowed, and that he does not pray an appeal for 
the purpose of delay, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the 
subject, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, which was granted. 

Mr. Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of T. W. M'Carty, reported that the 
prayer of the petitioner is unreasonable; and ought not to be granted, in 
which report the House concurred. 

Mr. Baker, from the select committee to which was referred the bill to 
be entitled an act to increase the pay, and the more effectually to provide 
for the payment of the jurors of Montgomery county, reported the bill 
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without amendment. It was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Mobley, from the select committee to which was referred the pe¬ 
tition of Stephen Brown, reported a bill to be entitled an act to emanci¬ 
pate certain slaves therein named, which was read a first time, and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Moore: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing by law a longer 
time to constables to make returns on executions, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Coopwood offered the following resolution: Resolved, That a spe¬ 
cial committee be appointed and instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law to have the census separately taken in all the cities 
and towns in this State, when the next census shall be taken according to 
the provisions of the constitution, in order to enable the General Assem¬ 
bly when the next apportionment of Senators and Representatives shall 
be made, to apportion to the different cities and towns entitled to separate 
representation the number of members they may be entitled to, by their 
respective numbers of white inhabitants. Mr. Coopwood moved that the 
further consideration of the resolution be postponed till tomorrow, which 
was carried. 

On motion of mr Smith: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the fees of justices 
of the peace and constables, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Roysdon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
reduce the damage on bills of exchange, which was read a first, time, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. J ackson, from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the propriety of laying out a road 
from Daniel Lewis' in Pike county now occupied by the Creek Indians, 
and for other purposes, which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Ellis made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of a joint committee to investigate and examine the 
proceedings, of the commissioners elected to class and value the lands 
given to this State, for the purposes of internal improvement, which 
originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Perkins obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Sims female academy in the town of Tuscaloosa, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr. Craig : Resolved, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
revenue laws of this State, as to require all persons in rendering a list of 
their taxable propriety to the assessors to give the number of each and 
every town lot they may own, as also the particular section or other legal sub¬ 
division of land which he, she, or they own, or return as agent for another. 

On motion of mr. Grigsby : Resolved, That the committee on the mili¬ 
tary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the mi¬ 
litia and patrol laws of this State, that the appointment of patrols and 
keeping up the same, shall devolve on the senior justice of the peace of 
each and every beat, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

8 
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Mr. Coleman, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
more effectually to prevent the evil practice of betting on elections, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled an act to prevent the evil practice of betting on 
elections, which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Coopwood called up the resolution relating to the public land 
debtors. The resolution was then adopted. 

A communication was received from the Governor by James I. Thorn¬ 
ton, which is as follows : 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 1829. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives. 

FELLOW-CITIZENS:- One of the important objects presented for the de¬ 
liberation of your legislative body, the management of the liberal donation 
made by the General Government for the accomplishment of the canal 
around the Muscle Shoals of the Tennessee river, and the improvement of 
other rivers in our state, demands in my humble opinion an early conside¬ 
ration. We are called, by the terms in which that munificent donation 
was made, to loose no time in meeting the patriotic intentions of the Gene¬ 
ral Government- by affording such a system of wise measures as will effect 
the object intended, or as much thereof a the most prudent application of 
the means placed in our hands will enable us to do with as much dispatch 
as practicable. The gain to Alabama, I make no doubt, will in ten years 
amount to the sum required to effect the improvement; in achieving 
which, however, the interest of several sister states will be materially pro¬ 
moted, viz: Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Louisiana, and the western part 
of Virginia; and in this point of view it may be considered emphatically an 
important work on of national character, and as such recommends itself to 
the favorable consideration of the Representatives of the people of the 
nation. As to the extend of improvement which can be made for the funds 
which will arise from the proceeds of the land we are left to vague conjecture 
until the report of the United States' Engineers is obtained. I have been 
informed, however, that they were of opinion that all obstructions below 
Florence could be removed, so as to admit steam boats, at all seasons for 
from one hundred one hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; now, should 
this much be immediately effected, it cannot be doubted that a great benefit 
would accrue to the citizens of our state. An emporium of trade for North 
Alabama would be created, through which the staple of the country would 
pass, and no longer would be merchants of this section of country, be com¬ 
pelled to bring their groceries and dry goods by way of Nashville, and 
thereby incur the heavy expense of land transportation, which the planter 
or consumer is compelled to pay. 

But a large residuum of two or three hundred thousand dollars, would, in 
all probability, be left of the funds after effecting this part of the work. - — 

The application of this to the worst parts of the Muscle Shoals, including 
the last three miles, the obstruction of Greene's Bluff, and some other minor 
obstructions, would probably give the citizens a steam boat navigation 
through the shoals, for vessels of light burthen, during the spring months; 
and a ready access for our produce to market by flat and keel boats during 
the whole year; an improvement to this extent would prove of incalculable 
benefit to the country, and particularly to North Alabama, to say nothing of 
the increased facilities of obtaining salt, sugar, coffee, flour, &c. the arti¬ 
cle of cotton alone would be enhances in value so as to produce a clear 
saving of fifty thousand dollars or more, annually, for the purchaser no 
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longer fearing that his cotton might be locked up for the want of tide (as 
was the case last winter) while his draft or other obligations were falling due 
in the eastern cities, would readily give form half a cent to a cent more per 
pound for the article than it would now command : indeed this is the usual 
difference between the prices above the shoals, and at Nashville or Florence; 
and on the quantity of cotton sent from the country above the shoals, will 
amount to something like the sum stated above. 

This burthen calls loudly upon all concerned in the management of this 
grant for its speedy application to the object intended, and no small conve¬ 
niences can counterbalance the relief which the country would obtain from 
having this heavy burthen removed. We therefore hope we shall not be 
considered as presuming too much upon the kind feelings of those who 
are blessed with the advantages of a free navigation, in respectfully solici- 
ing their aid and co operation, in accordance with the views of those who 
are more immediately and personally interested in the speedy removal of 
the obstructions which now exist to their commerce and navigation. Taking 
for granted then, that the propriety of immediately commencing and pros¬ 
ecuting this important work, will be conceded, the next question which 
arises, is as to the mode of operating to whom shall this trust be delegated, 
what powers given them, what restrictions imposed? &c. 

I n this, as in all other cases, where we have the advantage of the expe- 
rence of other sates whose success in works of this kind, authorizes a con¬ 
fidence in their judicious adoption of the means to the end, I feel strongly 
disposed to weigh maturely the modes they have adopted to bring out works 
of the utility and magnitude of the one now before use. New York, Penn¬ 
sylvania, and Ohio stand prominent as examples before us, as having ac¬ 
complished much to their profit and fame. Should we follow their path in 
executing the work by contracts, we must necessarily expect more from cer¬ 
tainty of performance, as well as expedition in the final execution ; the real 
advantage to the community of affording a profitable employment, and re¬ 
muneration to he laboring and other classes of our citizens, promoting a 
spirit of industry and enterprize, in works of this kind amongst our people, 
directing their attention and energies to a species of improvement, which 
must ultimately prove one of the greatest resources of wealth, comfort 
and prosperity, of the citizens of this country, viz : internal improvement, 
give relief to pecuniary distress by scattering funds among the citizens, put 
in circulation an amount of money that must contribute greatly to alleviate 
much of the pecuniary embarrassment of our State. 

Although our means for the completion of this important work are not as 
ample as were at first anticipated, yet we do not despair of its final accom¬ 
plishment ; the estimates as to the land granted in the first instance, were 
made with reference to the high prices at which they were sold originally, 
at the time the country enjoyed the most unexampled prosperity, when a 
large amount of Mississippi stock, obtained at from 40 to 60 per cent dis¬ 
count, was receivable in payment, when the staple commodity of the coun¬ 
try was selling at from 20 to 30 cents pre pound. But circumstances now 
have unfortunately placed the country in a different situation. Cotton is 
now at is lowest possible price, in North America at from five to six cents 
only, and when a pecuniary embarrassment and distress threatens ruin to a 
respectable portion of our citizens, whilst these considerations have influ¬ 
enced the reduction of our means from the proceeds of the lands granted, 
this furnishes a just ground for an appeal to the general Government for a 
further manifestation of their liberality in aid of the advancement of this 
great work, and a just and legitimate ground for an application for the remo- 
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val of the restrictions contained in the act, making the donation which with¬ 
holds the power form the State to impose tills. These considerations, gen¬ 
tlemen, to me of much weight, I submit for your legislative deliberation son 
this subject, which doubtless will claim no small portion of your labors. 

To another subject, gentlemen, of intense interest to the citizens of our 
State, of a similar character, I feel it my duty to solicit your attention ; the 
adoption of the necessary measures to effect the junction of the Alabama 
and Tennessee waters -- an object almost invaluable in its future consequen¬ 
ces to the citizens of this State: whilst the modes of conveyance afforded by 
water communication secures to the planter much in the ultimate remune¬ 
ration for his labor bestowed in the production of the raw material, this com¬ 
munication would at the same time extend the capital, increase the value of 
real estate, and the commerce of our seaport. 

Every thing that can be safely effected to secure the economical trans¬ 
portation of the productions of our state, or even others in the rout to a for¬ 
eign market, though it must be for the general interest, and it is not less 
palpably plain, that every just measure, that will increase the capital and 
beneficial commerce of that spot which nature has evidently marked out 
as the emporium of the trade of a respectable section of our country must 
be sound policy. It is then with renewed interest that I look to the junc¬ 
tion of the two great rivers of South Alabama with the Tennessee, as a 
measure the beneficial consequences of which to our population, can hardly 
be sufficiently appreciated. Whatever, gentlemen, in the course of your 
deliberations may be deemed advantageous in hastening the accomplishment 
of those great objects, will receive my cordial approbation and support. 

It will not be unexpected by the legislative body, that I point their attention 
to the present state of our section of the union as regards the agricultural 
interest of the state, and holders of public lands. From the unfortunate 
operation of the old mode of disposing of the public lands by the General 
Government, the mass of the population of this State has been places in a 
situation peculiarly disagreeable and distressing. The great body of the 
lands that have been relinquished to the United States through a variety of 
causes which no human prudence or sagacity could foresee; or elude, leaves 
a vast portion of our population without any permanent homes or ever inte¬ 
rest in the country. That all solid prosperity of a country must be based 
on the agricultural is now a principle sufficiently established in political 
economy, and I should betray a want of knowledge of the true interest 
the State, were I without a strong solicitude on the subject of the planting 
interest. Among other facts connected with this subject it is peculiarly 
difficulty of procuring soil under the government of their country, are daily 
emigrating to a foreign State, and carrying with them the population, indus¬ 
try and enterprise which this section of the union so loudly calls for. That 
the present depressed value of the staple production of our lands has placed 
the present minimum entirely too high, needs no proof. That a very small 
portion of our soil will authorize that minimum is equally plain. That the 
balance of the public lands must remain unoccupied and uncultivated unless 
by a system of occupation and cultivation the most undesirable in its conse¬ 
quences to the General Government as well as the State, is and must remain 
to be the inevitable consequence of persisting in the present mode of dis¬ 
posing of the public lands. It is now a matter beyond doubt that the interest 
of he General Government and those of this portion of the union, demand 
a few and different system, and I cannot but feel a strong assurance that a 
better and more equitable system of disposing of the public lands so as to give 
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the citizens an opportunity of purchasing the different qualities of soil at an 
equitable price would leave a happy tendency to arrest and remove much 
of the agricultural causes of complaint of which we now experience. 

Among the alterations imperiously demanded by the state, of this section 
of the union, a graduating system seems to stand prominent, and that system 
so framed ; that every capacity of citizens might have an opportunity to im¬ 
mediate purchase at an equitable price, and of improving their own circum¬ 
stances and the face of the country. Any other mode will continue the 
state of unimproved wilderness in which large tracts of our territory have 
been too long kept by a minimum far above the value of the soil in the most 
prosperous periods of agriculture. 

To admit an equitable purchase of the soil, as well as to meet every ca¬ 
pacity of citizen to purchase, it would be desirable that permission should 
be had to purchase forty acre tracts, instead of the present subdivision. The 
great body of our citizens who have been obliges through the pressure of 
the times, not only to forfeit their homes and labour, to the General Gov¬ 
ernment, but also to forfeit the amount of money already paid on the lands, 
calls for a special notice ; and it is to be hoped that a suitable appeal to the 
liberality and justice of General Government, will not be unheard. Nay, 
we are assured it will not. Nor can it be forgotten that the present mode 
of sale by auction whilst it gives nothing to the Government of the United 
States more than a minimum, yet it becomes in the hands of capitalists, an 
engine for adding to the agricultural depression and distress ; and to which 
we are obliged to charge much of that which the community now feels. I 
deem it one of the duties, as well as the political privileges of the Repre¬ 
sentatives of the people, to place before the Government of the Union, 
grievances affecting the State, and the existence of which is found to pro¬ 
duce a state of public depression and embarrassment. Bringing with you, 
gentlemen, from each session of the State, the wants, and causes of agricul¬ 
tural depression of the people, you will be enabled to place before the 
Congress of the United States, in the attitude it imperiously now demands, 
this subject of such vital importance to our prosperity. 

I have the honor to lay before your for your consideration, certain resolu¬ 
tion, and other documents, received from other States, viz: A resolution 
from the State of Louisiana in relation to an act prohibiting the introduction 
of slaves into that State. A resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
with a view to make six years the term of office of the President of the 
United States, and afterwards to be rendered ineligible. Resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Missouri on the subject of amending the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States, so as to give to the people of the United 
States the privilege of voting directly for the President and Vice President, 
without the intervention of electors; reserving to the States respectively 
their due weight in relation to said election, as is now guaranteed to them 
by the Constitution of the United States; and that the election of President 
and Vice President should in no case whatever be submitted to the decision 
of the House of Representatives of the U. S. A. report adopted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, on a report and resolutions of the Legis¬ 
lature of the State of Georgia, relative to the Colonization Society. A reso¬ 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee in relation to the esta- 
bishment of a Hospital at the town of Memphis. A resolution of the State 
of I ndiana asserting her right to the unappropriated lands within her 
boundaries. Resolutions adopted by the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina, denying the power of Congress to adopt any general system of 
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internal improvement, and also relative to the acts of Congress in relation to 
the Tariff. The proceedings of the Legislature of the State of Virginia in 
relation to certain proceedings of the Legislatures of the States of South 
Carolina and Georgia upon the subject of the Tariff and I nternal I mprove- 
ment Acts, &c. Resolutions adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, relative to said Tariff acts. Documents and proceedings rela¬ 
ting to the formation and progress of a Board in th city of New York for 
the emigration, preservation, and improvement, of the aborigenes of 
America. A report of the Directors and Warden of the Connecticut State 
Prison, submitted to the Legislature of that State- this is transmitted to the 
House of Representatives, there being but one copy, and that too volumi¬ 
nous to be conveniently transcribed. All which subjects are most respect¬ 
fully submitted for our Legislative deliberation. 

GABRIEL MOORE. 

Ordered, That said communication lie on the table, and that one 
thousand copies thereof be printed of the use of this House. 

Mr. Acklen made the following report: the committee on enrolled 
bills, have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill to be entitled 
an act to suspend the sale of the lands granted to the State of Alabama, 
for the purposes of internal improvement, which originated in this House. 

The bill entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named; be¬ 
ing under consideration. Mr. Moore moved that it be committed to the 
judiciary committee, with the following instructions offered by mr Ellis, 
which are as follows: so to amend the present law that jailers shall not 
be liable for escapes when persons are committee under process from the 
United States, courts unless at the time of the delivery of the prisoner by 
the marshal, there was a good and sufficient jail in the county in which 
he might be confined. Mr. Mardis offered the following amendment: 

"Provided That if sheriffs of this State should plead the insolvent laws 
of this Sate in his defence, and the court sheriff for the amount of the in¬ 
jury that he may sustain,” which was lost. Mr. Moore's motion pending, 
the House then adjourned to to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, Nov. 28, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker; The Senate 
have passed bills which originated in their House, entitled an act for the 
relief of Sally Turner, executrix of Charles H. Turner deceased ; an 
act to discontinue and establish certain election precincts therein spe¬ 
cified : an act for the benefit of beat No. 6, in the county of Pickens: 
an act to reduce the fees of the clerk of the Supreme Court of this State: 
an act more effectually to prevent judges of the circuit and county 
courts from charging juries on matters of fact, and the better to secure 
the right of trial by jury: an act to change the name of William Tank- 
ersly to that of William Parmer: in all of which they desire the con¬ 
currence of your honorable body. They concur in the resolutions of the 
House of Representatives, proposing the appointment of a joint com¬ 
mittee to take into consideration the propriety of changing the present 
mode of licensing Physicians and surgeons to practice medicine within 
this State, and have appointed on their part messrs Watkins, Merri- 
wether and Smith. They also concur in the resolution of the House, 
proposing with the consent of the Senate, to go into the election of soli¬ 
citors of the first and sixth judiciary circuits, and also judges of the county 
courts of Lauderdale, Limestone, Connecuh, Fayette, Walker, and 
Morgan counties, on this day at 11 o'clock, and have amended the same 
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by striking therefrom the words, "judge of the county court of Lime¬ 
stone,” in which amendment they ask your concurrence. They have 
addopted the following resolution in which they desire your concurrence: 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of the Senate, to act 
with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to examine the books and management of the office of 
State Treasurer, and have appointed on their part messrs Morton, Craw¬ 
ford, and Garth. 

Ordered, That the House concur in the amendment made by the Se¬ 
nate to the resolution proposing to go into the election of solicitors and 
judges of the county courts, as mentioned in said resolution. 

A message from the Governor by J as. I. Thornton, which is as follows: 

Secretary of State's Office, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 28, 1829. 

Mr. Speaker: I am instructed by the Governor to inform your honorable 
body, that he did on the 27th instant approve and sign an act to suspend 
the sale of the lands granted to the State of Alabama, for the purposes of 
internal improvement, which originated in the House of Representative. 

Mr. Lawler presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of the 16th 
section, 19th township, Range No. 2 east, praying the passage of a law 
to make sale of said section, which was read and referred to a select com¬ 
mittee, consisting of messrs Lawler, Clark and J ones. 

On motion of Mr. Goldthwaite: Resolved, That with the concurrence 
of the Senate, the two houses, will elect an attorney general when they 
shall assemble to elect solicitors of the first and 6th circuits, &c. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of John Sutton, the inventor of a 
machine called the "wheel-wright's assistant,” asking the application of 
a committee to examine said machine, which was read and referred to a 
select committee consisting of messrs Taylor, Acklen, and Mardis. 

Mr. Rather presented the report of the quarter master general, which 
was read and referred to the military committee. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a communication from the State 
Treasurer, which is as follows: 

TREASURER'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 27, 1829. 

SIR:- In laying before the legislature the enclosed report fo the year 
1829, I beg leave to make known through you to the House over which 
you preside, my intention of withdrawing from the treasury department 
at the close of the year for which I have been elected, and to respectfully 
ask the early appointment of a committee, to examine the books and 
management of the office. For the kind indulgence of the Legislature, to 
which I have never appealed in vain, I owe a debt which I can never pay, 
but which I beg you to assure the House shall never cease to be remem¬ 
bered with feelings of gratitude. I am, sir, with sentiments of the 
highest esteem, your very obedient servant. 

(Signed) JOHN C. PERRY. 

Ordered, That said communication together withe accompanying 
document lie on the table, and that one hundred copies thereof be printed 
for the use of this House. 

Mr. Ellis presented the account of the sheriff of Walker county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of Bartholomew Gates, jailer of Franklin county, reported that 
said account is not made out in form as required by law, and ask leave to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr. Ligon made the following report: The judiciary committee to 




64 


which was referred a bill to be entitled an act concerning the dismissal 
of suits of common law, have had the same under consideration, and in¬ 
structed me to report the same with the following amendments. I n the 
second section strike out the words "at the time of,” and insert in lieu 
thereof the word "before." They have also adopted with a slight modi¬ 
fication the proviso offered as an amendment to the second section, in all 
which they respectfully ask the concurrence of the House. Ordered, 

That the House concur in the amendments made to said bill. It was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Ordered, That mr Richardson have leave of absence until Monday next. 

That mr Richardson have leave to absence until Monday next. 

Mr. Acklen, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of passing a law 
paying State witnesses where the State fails to prosecute with effect, re¬ 
ported that it is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject, in which report 
the House concurred. 

Mr. Dennis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
alter the time of holding the fall term of Pike county court, which was 
read a first, time, and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the resolution of the House of Representatives, proposing to go 
into the election of an attorney general to-day at the same time they 
elect solicitors, &c. 

On motion of mr Durrett: Resolved, That the Senate be now invited 
to the hall of the House of Representatives for the purpose of going into 
the election agreeably to former resolutions. Ordered, that the clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of Representa¬ 
tives and taken their seats ; the two Houses then proceeded to the elec¬ 
tion of a solicitor of the first judiciary circuit, to all the vacancy occa¬ 
sioned by the resignation of John Elliott, Esq. David Crawford, Wm. S. 

Chapman, William B. Travis, Harris Smith Evans, John H. Jones, and 
John W. Wilson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Crawford are messrs, Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Hogan, and Wood, of the Senate, Messrs Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes 
Coleman, Cook, Fearn, Fitts, Goldthwaite, Mead, Mims, Moore Murphree, Oliver, 

Penn, Pope, Ross, Ship and Taylor of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Chapman are messrs Perry, Pickett, Vining, and Wal¬ 
thall, of the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Craig, Hays, King, Philpott, Roulston, 

Van Dyke, Weissinger and Young 

Those who voted for mr Jones are Mr. President and Moore, of the Senate, 

Mess Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Ellis, Forest, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mar- 
dis, Massey, Metcalfe, Perkins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith, and Williams. 

Those who voted for mr Travis are messrs Smith and Watkins, of the 
Senate. Messrs Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Greene, Hester, Jackson, Jones, Mobley, 
Morrisett, Parsons, Robinson, Russell, and Ward. 

Those who voted for mr Evans are messrs Anderson, Edmondson, Evans, Garth, 
Hubbard, McVay and Morton, of the Senate, Messrs Baker, Coopwood, Durrett, 
Hodges, Horton, Hudson, and McElderry, of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Wilson are mr Merriwether, of the Senate. Messrs Cole, 
Conner, Flournoy and Grigsby, of the House. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority of votes, the 
two houses proceeded again to the election, the same persons being in 
nomination. 



Those who voted for mr Crawford are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Hogan and Wood, of the Senate. Messrs Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 
Coleman, Cook, Fearn, Fitts, Goldthwaite, Mead, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, 
Penn, Pope, Ross, Ship, and Taylor of the House. 
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Those who voted for mr chapman are Mr Perry, Picket, Vining, and Walthall of 
the Senate. Messrs Speaker, Barclay, Craig, Hays, King, Philpott, Roulston, Van 
Dyke, Weissinger, and Young, of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Jones are messrs President, and Moore of the Senate, 
Messrs Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Ellis, Forrest, King, Lawler, Ligon, Mar- 
dis, Massey, Metcalfe, Perkins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith, and Williams of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Travis are messrs I rwin, Smith, and Watkins of the 
Senate. Messrs Curtis, Dale, Dennis Greene, Hester, Jackson Jones, Mobley, 

Morrisett, Parsons, Robinson, Russell, and Ward of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Evans are mr Anderson, Edmondson, Evans, Garth, 
Hubbard, McVay, and Morton of the Senate. Messrs Baker, Coopwood, Durrett 
Hodges, Horton, Hudson, and McElderry of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Wilson are messrs Merriwether, of the Senate. Messrs 
Cole, Conner, Flournoy, and Grigsby of the house. 

No none of the candidates having received a majority of votes, mr Wil¬ 
son's name being withdrawn, the two Houses proceeded again to said 
election. 

Those who voted for mr Crawford are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Hogan, and Wood, of the Senate, Mr. Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 

Coleman, Cook, Fearn, Fitts, Goldthwaite, Jackson, Mead, Mims, Moore, Murphree, 

Oliver, Penn, Pope, Ross, Ship and Taylor, of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Chapman are mr Merriwether, Perry, Pickett, Vining, and 
Walthall of the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Cole, Conner, Craig, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hester, King, Philpott, Roulston, Van Dyke, Weissinger and Young of the house. 

Those who voted for mr Jones, are mr President, and Moore, of the Senate. Messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, 

Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Perkins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith and Williams. 

Those who voted for mr Travis, are messrs Irwin, Smith and Watkins of the 
Senate, Messrs Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Green, Jones, Mobley, Morrisett, Parsons, 

Robinson, Russell and Ward, of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Evans, are messrs Anderson, Edmondson, Evans 
Garth, Hubbard, M'Vay and Morton, of the Senate. Messrs Baker, Coopwood, 

Durrett, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, and Mc'Elderry, of the House. 

Mr. Travis' name being withdrawn, no one of the candidates having 
received a majority of votes, the two Houses proceeded again to the 
election. 

Those who voted for mr Crawford, are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Hogan, Irwin, Watkins, and Wood, of the Senate, Messrs Bates, Bibb, Brod¬ 
nax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Fearn, Fitts, Goldth¬ 
waite, Green J ackson, M'Elderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Mur¬ 
phree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Ship, Taylor and Ward, of the 
House. 

Those who voted for mr Chapman are, messrs Merriwether, Perry, Pickett, 

Vining and Walthall, of the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Cole, Conner, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, King, Philpott, Roulston, Russell, Van Dyke, Weissinger and Young 
of the House. 

Those who voted for mr J ones, are mr President and Moore, of the Senate 
Messrs Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Dale, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, J ones, Lane, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Perkins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith, and 
Williams of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Evans are, messrs Anderson, Edmondson, Garth, 

Hubbard, M'Vay, Morton and Smith of the Senate., Messrs Baker, Coopwood, 

Durrett, Hodges, Horton and Hudson, of the House. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority of votes, the two 



Houses proceeded again to the election. 

Those who voted for mr Crawford are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Hogan, Irwin, Watkins, and Wood of the Senate. Messrs Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, 
Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts 



66 


Goldthwaite, Greene, Hester, J ackson, McElderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, Moore, 
Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Ship, Taylor, and 
Ward of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr. Chapman are messrs Merriwether, Perry, Picket, Vining, 
and Walthall of the Senate Messrs Speaker, Barclay, Cole, Conner, Grigsby, Hays, 

King, Philpott, Roulston, Russell, Van Dyke, Weissinger and Young of the House. 

Those who voted for mr J ones are mr President and Moore, of the Senate, Messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Dale, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Jones, Lane, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Perkins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith, and Wil¬ 
liams of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr. Evans are messrs Anderson, Edmondson, Evans, Garth 
Hubbard, McVay, Morton, and Smith of the Senate. Messrs Baker, Coopwood 
Hodges, Horton, and Hudson of the House. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority of voted, mr 
Evans being withdrawn, the two Houses proceeded again to the election. 

Those who voted for mr Crawford are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Evans, Hogan, Hubbard, Irwin, M'Vay, Morton, Watkins and Wood, of the Senate. 
Messrs Baker, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Cook, Coopwood, 

Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Green, Hester, Horton, 

Jackson, M'Elderry, Mead, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, 

Parsons, Penn, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Ship, Taylor, and Ward of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Chapman are messrs Merriwether, Perry, Pickett, 

Vining, and Walthall, of the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Cole, Conner, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hodges, Hudson, King, Philpott, Roulston, Russell, Van Dyke, Weissinger 
and Young of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Jones are mr President, Anderson, Edmondson, Garth, 
Moore and Smith of the Senate Messrs Acklen, Banks, Bradford, Clark, Dale, El¬ 
lis, Flournoy, Forrest, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Per¬ 
kins, Rather, Roysdon, Smith, and Williams, of the House. 

M Crawford having received a majority of the votes, Mr. Speaker there¬ 
fore declared him elected solicitor of the first judicial circuit. The two 
Houses then proceeded o the election of a solicitor of the sixth judicial 
circuit, Nathan Cook and William D. Picket being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Cook are messrs Abercrombie Anderson, Irwin, Perry, 
Walthall and Watkins of the Senate. Messrs Banks, Bates, Bradford, Curtis, Dale, 
Dennis, Fearn, Green, Jackson, Mead, Mobley, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, 

Perkins, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Taylor, Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted for mr Pickett are mr President, Conner, Crawford, Edmondson, 
Evans, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, McVay, Merriwether, Moore, Morton, Pickett, 

Smith, Vining and Wood of the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Barclay, Bibb, 
Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner,Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, 

Ellis, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, 

Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Metcalfe, Mims, 

Moore, Murphree, Philpott, Rather, Roulston, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, 

Williams and Young of the House, Mr. Goldthwaite voted for Wm. B Street. 

Mr. Pickett having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker there¬ 
fore declared him duly elected solicitor of the sixth judicial circuit. The 
two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county court 
for Lauderdale county, Green P. Rice, William B. Wallace, Sidney Posey, 

Gilbert C. R. Mitchell, and Lewis Kennedy being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Rice are messrs Anderson, Vining and Walthall of the 
Senate. Messrs Coopwood, Moore, Perkins and Philpott of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Wallace, are messrs Crawford, Garth, Merriwether and 
Wood of the Senate, Messrs Banks, Bibb, Cole, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fits, 



Horton, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Mims, Morrisett, Parsons, Penn and Roulston. 

Those who voted for mr Posey are President, Abercrombie, Conner, Edmond¬ 
son, Evans, Moore, Morton, Perry and Watkins of the Senate, Messrs Acklen, Baker, 
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Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Curtis, Dale, Forrest, Green, 

Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hudson, Jackson, King, Lane, Mead, Murphree, Oliver 
Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Taylor, Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mitchell are messrs Hogan, Hubbard and Irwin of the 
Senate. Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Clark, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Ligon, Roys- 
don, Smith and Williams of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr Kennedy are Messrs M'Vay, Pickett and Smith of the 
Senate, Messrs Conner, Ellis, Jones, Lawler, Metcalfe, Mobley, Ship, Ward and 
Young of the House. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority of votes, mr Rice 
being withdrawn, the two Houses proceeded again to the election. 

Those who voted for Mr. Wallace are Messrs Crawford, Garth, Irwin, Merriwether, 
Walthall and Wood of the Senate, Messrs Bibb, Clark, Cole, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, 

Fearn, Fitts, Horton, Jackson, Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Mims, Morrisett, Parsons, 

Penn, Roulston and Van Dyke of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr. Posey are Mr President, Abercrombie, Conner, Edmond¬ 
son, Evans, Moore, Morton, Perry, Vining and Watkins of the House, Messrs Acklen, 
Baker, Banks, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Curtis, Dale, 

Ellis, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hudson, King, Lane, Mead, Metcalfe, 

Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Russell, 
sell, Smith, Taylor, Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mitchell are Messrs Anderson, Hogan and Hubbard of the 
Senate, Mr. Speaker, Barclay, Coopwood, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Ligon 
and Roysdon of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr. Kennedy are Messrs M'Vay, Pickett and Smith of the 
Senate, Messrs Conner, Jones, Lawler, Mobley, Perkins, Ship, Ward and Young o. 
the House. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority of votes, mr 
Kenedy being withdrawn, the two Houses proceeded again to the election. 

Those who voted for mr Wallace are messrs Crawford, Garth, Hogan, I rwin, 
Merriwether, Pickett, Smith, Walthall and Wood of the Senate, Messrs Bibb, Byrnes, 

Clark, Cole, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Horton, Jackson, Mardis, Massey, 
M'Elderry, Mims, Morrisett, Parsons, Penn, Roulston, Ward, and Young of the 
House. 

Those who voted for mr Posey are Mr President, Abercrombie, Anderson, Conner, 
Edmondson, Evans, M'Vay, Moore, Morton, Perry, Vining and Watkins, of the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Coleman, 

Conner, Curtis, Dale, Ellis, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hudson, J ones, 

King, Lane, Lawler, Mead, Metcalfe, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Perkins, Philpott, 

Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Weissinger 
and Williams of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Mitchell are mr Hubbard of the Senate, messrs Coopwood, 
Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Ligon and Roysdon of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Posey having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Lauderdale county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court for Connecuh county, J oel A. Lisle being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Lisle are mr President, Abercrombie, Anderson, Conner 
Crawford, Edmondson, Evans, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, M'Vay, Merriwether, Mor¬ 
ton, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, Watkins and Wood of the Senate, mr 
Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, 

Cole, Coleman, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldth¬ 
waite, Green Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, 
Massey, M'Elderry, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Par- 



sons, Perkins, Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, 
Smith, Taylor, VanDyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young of the House. 

Mr. Lisle having received a majority of votes, Mr. Speaker, therefore, 



68 


declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Connecuh county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court for Fayette County, Roderick Smith and Eli Loftin being in 
nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Smith are messrs Abercrombie, Crawford, Edmondson, 
Hubbard, Merriwether, Moore, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall and Watkins 
of the Senate. Mr. speaker, Barclay, Brodnax, Byrnes, Conner, Craig, Cur¬ 
tis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, 

King, lane, M'Elderry, J ones, Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Parsons, 

Penn, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger 
and Williams of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Loftin are messrs President, Anderson, Conner, Garth, 
Hogan, Irwin, M'Vay, Morton and Wood of the Senate, Messrs Acklen, Baker, Banks, 
Bradford, Bates, Bibb, Brown, Cole, Coleman, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, For¬ 
rest, Goldthwate, Hodges, Horton, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Mims, Oliver, Perkins, 
Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Taylor and Young of the House. 

Mr. Smith having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, Therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Fayette county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court for Walker county, David Murphy, Eli Cornwell, and J ohn L. 

Bickerstaff being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Murphy are messrs President, Abercrombie, Conner, 
Crawford, Edmondson, Evans, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, M'Vay, Merriwether, Moore, 
Morton, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Walthall, Watkins and Wood of the Senate. Mr 
Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, Curtis, 

Dale, Durrett, Grigsby Hays, Hester, Hudson, Jackson, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, 

Massey, M'Elderry, Mead, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Per¬ 
kins, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, 
Williams and Young of the House. 

Those who voted for mr Cornwall are mr Anderson of the Senate. Messrs Baker, 
Dennis, Fitts, Forrest, Hodges, Horton, Jones, King, Mims, Rather and Roysdon of 
the House. 

Those who voted for mr Bickerstaff are mr Vining of the Senate, messrs Banks, 
Byrnes, Clark, Coopwood, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Green, Ligon, Oli¬ 
ver, Philpott and Robinson of the House. 

Mr. Murphy having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for walker county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of judge of the county 
court for Morgan county, Charles W. Peters, Esq. being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Peters are messrs President Abercrombie Anderson Con¬ 
ner Crawford Edmondson Garth Hogan Hubbard Irwin McVay Merriwether 
Moore Morton Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins and wood of the 
Senate, Mr. Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax 
Brown, Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Dur¬ 
rett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hes¬ 
ter Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis 
Massey M'Elderry Mead Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrissette Murphree Oliver 
Parsons Penn Perkins Philpott Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Royston Russell 
Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissenger Williams and Young of the House. 

Mr Peters having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, Therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Morgan county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of an attorney general for 
the State of Alabama, Constantine Perkins, Esq. being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Perkins are messrs President Abercrombie Anderson 



Conner Crawford Edmondson Garth Hogan Hubbard Irwin M'Vay Merriwether Moore 
Morton Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins and wood of the Senate. Mr 
Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark 
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Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts 
Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Flays FHester Flodges Florton 
Fludson J ackson J ones King lane Lawler Ligon Massey M'Elderry Mead Met¬ 
calfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Rather, Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van 
Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young of the Flouse. 

Mr. Perkins having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, Therefore, 
declared him duly elected attorney general for the State of Alabama, 
and then the Senate withdrew, and the Flouse andjouned till 10 o'clock, 

Monday morning. 

Monday, November 30, 1829. 

The Flouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Grigsby presented the account of Matthew D. Thomason, late 
quarter master general, which was read and referred to the committee on 
accounts. 

Mr. Morrisett presented the account of William B. Travis, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Fludson presented the petition of sundry citizens of the town of 
Tuscumbia and its vicinity, praying the passage of a law limiting the 
time of completing the improvement of the navigation of Spring creek, 
in the county of Franklin, which was read and referred to a select com¬ 
mittee, consisting of Messrs Fludson, Florton and Flodges, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Ordered, That the Flouse concur in the resolution of the Senate; ap¬ 
pointing a committee to examine the books and management of the office 
of State Treasurer; whereupon Messrs Taylor, Bibb, and Goldthwaite 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Rather presented the record and proceedings of the circuit court 
of Morgan county, in the case of J ames FI. Roane, against Anna Roane, 
his wife, for divorce, which was read and referred to the committee on 
divorce and alimony, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Conner made the following report: The judiciary committee to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled ana ct concerning forcible entries 
and detainers, have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the bill without amendment, and that it is inexpedient to pass 
such a law. Mr. Mobley moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr. Young, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a re¬ 
solution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the orphans court to make sales of perishable property bequeathed to 
infants, when the interest of the legates may require it, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize the orphan's court to sell the perishable 
property of infant legatees, which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of sundry citizens of the city of 
Tuscaloosa and its vicinity, praying the passage of a law to open a road 
as therein mentioned, which was read and referred to the committee on 
roads bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of empowering 
the sheriffs of the different counties in this State, to take recognizances of 
persons arrested on process from the circuit courts, for misdemeanors 
and felonies not punished capitally, reported a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize sheriffs to take recognizances in certain cases, which was read 



a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 
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Mr. Ellis, from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of David J ohnson, reported a bill to be entitled an act to permit David 
J ohnson to emancipate a certain slave therein named, which was read a 
first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee to which was referred 
a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so altering 
and regulating the payment of sheriffs for public services, as for them to 
be allowed certain and specific fees for serving notices on overseers and 
apportioners of hands in the several counties in this State, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act in relation to the fees of sheriffs and clerks of the 
circuit and county courts of this State, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Acklen: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the usury laws 
of this State, as to prevent the usurer from being a witness in his own 
cause; and whether the borrower should be entitled to his oath in such 
cases, and if so, what benefit he should derive therefrom, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Young obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled "an act 
to give the decrees of the orphans court of final settlements, the force 
nd effect of judgements at law," which was read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Mead: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be in¬ 
stated to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for some 
uniform mode of paying sheriffs and constables for keeping live stock, 
when taken by virtue of an execution. 

On motion of mr Moore: Resolved, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorising the 
county court and commissioners to levy a county tax, on the amount of 
sales at auction, for county purposes. 

On motion of mr. Pope, Resolved, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an agri¬ 
cultural society in this State, upon the plan that exists in the State of 
New York, for the encouragement of similar institutions. 

Mr. Van Dyke offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee on the state of the republic draft a memorial to the Congress 
of the United States, instructing our Senators and requesting our Repre¬ 
sentatives, to oppose the re-chartering of the Bank of the United States 
whenever it shall be attempted, which was laid on the table. 

On motion of mr Barclay: Resolved, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the law 
respecting the assessing and collecting the taxes of this State, as to make 
it the duty of the justices of the peace to assess and the sheriffs to collect, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Mardis: Resolved, That the committee on education 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law to ascertain 
the sense of the citizens of the respective townships in this State, in rela¬ 
tion to the selling the sixteenth sections, and applying the funds arising 
therefrom to the erection of an academy in each county in this State, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Fitts : Resolved, That the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the election law as to have managers appointed by the county court, to 
hold their office for three years, with power to appoint returning officers, 



and in lieu thereof they be exempt from serving as jurors. 



71 


On motion of mr Roysdon: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the laws not in 
force on usury, and so amending said laws, as to permit the lender to 
recover the principal of the money loaned, and that he be debarred from 
recovering the usury and legal interest on the same, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Morrisett: Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws 
establishing the county courts as to make it the duty of the presiding 
judge of the circuit court to give such judgement, as the judge of the 
county court ought to have rendered, in all cases taken up by appeal, writ 
of error, or bill of exceptions, when the amount does not exceed twenty 
dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy: Resolved, with the concurrence of the 
Senate, that a joint committee of three persons appointed on the part 
of this House, to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the Senate, for the purpose of drafting such rules of order as may be 
necessary for the government of the two Houses when in joint committee; 
whereupon messrs Flournoy, Parsons, and Penn were appointed said 
committee. 

The House resumed the consideration of mr Moore's motion to com¬ 
mit the bill entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named 
to the judiciary committee. Mr. Ellis asked leave of the Houses to with¬ 
draw the instructions offered by himself of Friday ;last, with the view of 
offering the following: "with instructions so to amend the act passed the 
30th November, 1820, so that the jailers of the several counties of this 
State, shall not be compelled to receive prisoners, unless at the time there 
be a good and sufficient jail in the county in which the prisoner may be 
confined: and further, where prisoners are confined at the suit of the 
United States, the marshal shall be come liable for jail fees, as well as the 
fifty cents per month, agreeable to the resolution of Congress of the 23d 
Sept. 1789, and where prisoners are confined at the suit of any other 
persons, unless the plaintiff in execution comply with the State laws of this 
State, the defendant may be discharged from person in the same manner 
as thought he were confined upon process from the State, which was 
granted. The bill was then referred to the judiciary committee. 

A message from the Senate by mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker.- The Senate 
have read three several time and passed a bill which originated in their 
House, entitled an act for the relief of J ane Tune, in which they ask the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

Engrossed bill and joint resolutions of the following titles, to wit: an 
act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to establish and 
improve a certain road therein mentioned, approved jan. 13th 1829, and 
a joint resolution to authorize the building committee to procure the 
necessary furniture for the Executive rooms in the State Capitol, were 
severally read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the titles be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the senate fo their con¬ 
currence. 

Bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to amend an act passed the 
13th day of J anuary, 1826, entitled an act to establish a permanent road 
from Florence in the county of Lauderdale, to Athens in the county of 
Limestone; an act to alter the name of Lazarus Madding to that of 
Leigh Maddox ; an act to authorize William J ohnson, Sen, to make titles 
to lots sold by the commissioners of the town of Pickens, in Pickens 
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county; an act to legalize the rites of matrimony between Gabriel Butler 
and Mary Littrell, were severally read a second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow 

Bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to reduce the pay f judges 
of the circuit hereafter to be elected in this State; an act to regu¬ 
late proceedings in certain actions of debtinue, were severally read a se¬ 
cond time, and referred to the judiciary committee to consider and report 
thereon. The bill entitled an act supplemental to the act establishing the 
Bank of the State of Alabama, and to regulate damages in transactions 
and operations of said Bank ; was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on the State Bank. 

The bill entitled an act to attach a part of the counties of Clark and 
Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other purposes, was read a 
second time. Mr. Mobley offered the following amendment: "strike out 
all after the enacting clause of the first section, and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: That all that part of Clark county lying east of the ala- 
bama river be, and the same is hereby attached to and compose a part of 
the county of Monroe." The bill with the proposed amendment was 
then referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Barclay offered the following resolutions: Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee on county boundaries be instructed to define in one bill the boun¬ 
daries of each county in this State, and report the same to this House, 
which was lost. 

The bill entitled an act to emancipate a certain colored person therein 
named, was read a second time, and referred to the committee on the state 
of the republic. The bill entitled an act to provide for drawing and com¬ 
pensating jurors to attend the county courts of Franklin and Lawrence 
counties and for other purposes, was read a second time, and laid on the table. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of reported a bill 
to this House, more effectually to suppress the circulation of what are 
called change bills, reported a bill to be entitled an act more effectually to 
prevent the circulation of what are termed change bills or tickets, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Fearn: Ordered, That mr Coleman be added to the 
committee on education. 

On motion of mr Mobley: Ordered, That mr Clark be added to te 
committee on accounts. 

The bill entitled an at to establish a turnpike road therein named, was 
read a second time. Mr. Brown moved that the bill be referred to the 
committee on county boundaries, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act requiring the Secretary of State to make an in¬ 
dex to the journals of the General Assembly, was read a second time, 
and referred to the committee on "the public printing.” 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize the courts of this 
State to render judgements final against the security of non residents, was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to establish the county of.was read a 

second time, and referred to the committee on county boundaries And 
then the House adjourned to 10 o'clock, to-morrow, A.M. 

Tuesday December 1,1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rather presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Morgan 
county, praying the passage of a law to authorize J ames Vert to erect a 
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fish trap on Fling river at Glaze's ford, which was read and referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs Rather, Coleman and Ligon. 

Mr. Van Dyke presented the report of the commissioners appointed to 
take charge of the property belonging to the State in the town of Chaw- 
ba and vicinity, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Rosydon presented the account of the sheriff of Marion, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Acklen presented the account of Philip Woodson, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Forrest, from the committee on education, to which was referred the 
petition of David Averry and J ohn Roden commissioners of the sixteenth 
section in township No 11, range 3 east of the basis meridian of Hunts¬ 
ville, praying compensation for expenses incurred by them in surveying 
and laying off into lots the said section ; reported a bill to be entitled an 
act supplementary to an act passed the 15th day of January 1828, enti¬ 
tled an act to authorize the sales of the sixteenth sections and for other 
purposes, which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution instruction them to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a separate supreme court; reported a bill to be entitled an act to establish 
the supreme court of the State of Alabama, which was read a first time 
and laid on the table. Ordered that 100 copies thereof be printed for the 
use of this House. 

Mr. Weissinger, from the committee on propositions and grievances to 
which was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Franklin county, 
praying the passage of a law to authorize Ebenezer Harget to retail spiri- 
tous liquors without a license, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate 
upon the subject. I n which report the House concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Ligon: Resolved, that with the concurrence of the 
Senate the two houses will convene in the Representative Hall at the hour 
of 12 o'clock on this day, for the purpose of going into the election of a 
judge of the county court for the county of Limestone. 

Mr. Coleman, from the judiciary committee to which was referred are- 
solution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
mor uniform practice in relation to judgements by default in the sever¬ 
al courts of this State, reported a bill to be entitled an act to establish an 
uniform practice in the several courts of this Stat in relation to judge¬ 
ments by default, which was read a first time and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Mardis made the following report: The judiciary committee to 
which was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expe¬ 
diency of allowing by law a longer time to constables to make returns on 
executions, have according to order had the same under consideration, 
ad have instructed me to report, that in the opinion of this committee it 
is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject of the resolution. Mr. Moore 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Mardis made the following report: The judiciary committee to 
which was referred, a resolution instructing them to inquire whether un¬ 
der the last census, so much of the second section of the last act of the 
General Assembly dividing the Sate into senatorial districts as const- 
tues one senatorial districts of the counties of Pickens, Fayette and Mari¬ 
on, and one senatorial district of the county of Franklin be not incontra¬ 
vention of the constitution, and whether under the provisions of said consti- 
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tution the counties of Pickens and Fayette ought not to compose 
one senatorial district, and the counties of Franklin and Marion, another 
senatorial district, and if in the opinion of the said committee so much 
fo said section as aforesaid be contrary to the provisions of the con¬ 
stitution, whether the present general Assembly have the power dur¬ 
ing its present session to make any alteration or amendment of the section 
aforesaid : have according to order had the same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report that in the opinion of the committee they 
have not the constitutional right to alter the senatorial districts, as estab¬ 
lished by the last, or any other act of apportionment; therefore ask leave 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the matters embraced 
in the resolution; in which report the house concurred. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: the Senate 
concur in the resolution of your honorable body proposing to go into the 
election of judge of the county court of Limestone this day at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. Hudson from the committee on propositions and grievances to 
which was referred the petition of James H. Irons and other; reported 
a bill to be entitled an act to manumit certain slaves therein mentioned , 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Roysdon, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a re¬ 
solution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing law 
authorizing defendants to compel plaintiffs to give security for payment 
of costs upon failure of prosecuting suites with effect in the circuit and 
county courts of this State, reported that it is inexpedient to pass such a 
law as contemplated by the resolution. Mr. Goldthwaite moved that the 
the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Fearn made the following report: The committee on education, to 
whom was referred a resolution inquiring into the expediency of dividing 
the University fund and establishing preparatory schools as well as the con¬ 
stitutionality of the measure, have according to order had the subject under 
consideration and respectfully report, that in the opinion of your commit¬ 
tee the measure is inexpedient and as the majority of the committee be¬ 
lieve repugnant to the provisions of the constitution. Mr. Forrest moved 
that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Fearn made the following report: The committee on education to 
whom was referred a resolution directing said committee to inquire into 
the propriety of taking the sense of the people of he several townships 
upon the propriety of applying the funds arising from sixteenth sections so 
as to erect an academy in each county, have had the same under conside¬ 
ration, and believe the measure to be inexpedient. I n which report the 
House concurred. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred, 
a bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the circuit courts 
of the counties of Henry, Covington and Dale, reported the bill without 
amendment. Mr. Bates moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an 
additional section, which was carried. The Bill as amended was then or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Parsons: Ordered, that Mr Morrisett be added to the 
judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williams: Ordered, that Mr Banks be added to the 
committee on roads bridges and ferries. 

On motion of Mr Bates : Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of having the laws of this State 
digested, and reduced to a more convenient form than they are at present, 



and also of the propriety of discontinuing and expunging from said digest 
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such laws and parts of laws as have been repealed by subsequent acts of 
the legislature or are obsolete from the lapse of time and their own limi¬ 
tation &c., and that the same committee report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr. Lawler: Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 
the H. of Representatives are now ready to receive them in the Hall of the 
House of Representatives for the purpose of going into the election of a 
judge of the county court of Limestone county. The Senate having re¬ 
paired to the Hall of the House of Representatives and taken their seats. 

The two Houses proceeded to the election of a judge of the county court 
for Limestone county, William Richardson and William I. Mason being 
in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr Richardson are, Messrs President, Abercrombie, An¬ 
derson, Conner, Crawford, Evans, Hubbard, Irwin, Moore, Morton, and Watkins, 
of the Senate. Messrs Banks, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Cole¬ 
man, Conner, Coopwood, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hodges, 
Horton, J ackson, J ones, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, 

Oliver, Perkins, Pope, Ross, Roysdon, Ship and Taylor of the House. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mason are, Messrs Edmondson, Garth, Hogan, McVay, 
Merriwether, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, and Wood of the Senate- 
Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Barclay, Brown, Cole, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Den¬ 
nis, Fearn, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hudson, King, Lane, Lawler, 

Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Rich¬ 
ardson, Robinson, Roulston, Russell, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Wil¬ 
liams and Young. 

William I. Mason having received a majority of votes Mr. Speaker 
therefore declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Lime¬ 
stone county, and then the Senate withdrew. 

Mr. Perkins obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act ma¬ 
king appropriation to pay the balance of the amount, to which the com¬ 
missioners of the State Capitol were authorized by law to contract, and 
for which there has been no appropriation which was read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Lawler offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on the State Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
passing law to require the President and Directors of the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, when they discount notes to retain the interest thereon 
up the first of January next, ensuing, and that no curtailment shall be 
required on notes by them discounted; but that all notes shall become 
due and payable on the first of J anuary next, after such note may be dis¬ 
counted ; and that said committee further inquire into the propriety of 
equalizing, as near as may be, the accommodations of said Bank, so as to 
make the accommodations, whether by bills, notes, or otherwise, as near 
equal amongst all the counties of this State, as may be, having the popula¬ 
tion of the counties as the basis ; or whether it be most expedient and 
equitable to apportion the accommodations to the different counties in 
this State in proportion to the amount of taxes paid by said counties- 
Mr. Parsons offered the following amendment after the word "notes" where 
it first occurs, the words "discounted under the apportionment, provided 
to be made in J anuary of each year, according to the representation of 
the several counties, which was lost. The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr Philpott called up the bill entitled an act to provide for drawing and 
compensating jurors to attend on the county courts of Franklin and Law¬ 
rence counties and for other purposes. The bill was then referred to a 
select committee consisting of Messrs Philpott, Horton and Coopwood. 



Agreeably to a joint resolution providing for the appointment of the 
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committee to investigate and examine the proceedings of the commission¬ 
ers elected to class and value the lands given to this State for the purpose 
of internal improvement the House proceeded to the election of said 
committee, whereupon Messrs Fearn, parsons and Goldthwaite were 
elected said committee. 

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow at 10 'clock A.M. 

Wednesday December 2, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Lyon. Mr. Speaker: The Senate 
have passed bills and a joint resolution and memorial, which originated in 
their House entitled an act to alter and amend the charter of incorporation 
of the city of Mobile. J oint resolution to authorize the appointment of a 
commissioners to act with such commissioners as may be appointed by the 
United States to define the boundary line between this state and West 
Florida ; and a memorial to Congress relating to the boundary line be¬ 
tween the State of Alabama and West Florida ; in which they desire 
the concurrence of the House of Representatives. They have passed bills 
which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to alter 
the times of holding the county courts of Jefferson county ; and an act 
to change the mode of compensating jurors in the county of Pike. They 
concur in the resolution of the House of Representatives proposing the 
appointment of a joint committee for the purpose of drafting such rules of 
order as may be necessary for the government of the two Houses when in 
joint meeting, and have appointed on their part Messrs Garth, Crawford 
and Wood. The Senate has pursuant to the provisions of the joint reso¬ 
lution of the present session, elected a committee o their part consisting 
of Messrs Abercrombie, Crawford and Hogan, to act with such commit¬ 
tee as may be elected on the part of the House of Representatives, to ex¬ 
amine the investigate the proceedings of the commissioners elected to 
class and value the lands granted, to this State for purposes of internal 
improvement. 

Mr. Perkins presented the account of the jailer of Tuscaloosa county, 
which was read referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Ellis presented the account of the sheriff of Walker county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Smith presented the memorial of John Lindsay executor of Wil¬ 
liam Lindsay, deceased, praying the passage of a law to register a deed 
executed by Samuel Love to William C. B. Lindsay and Calvin R. Lind¬ 
say, infant heirs of said William Lindsay for the east half of the south¬ 
west quarter, section 33, township No. 16, Range one east, Tuscaloosa dis¬ 
trict, which was read and referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs Smith, Massey and Russell. 

Mr. Massey presented sundry accounts of the sheriff and jailer of St 
Clair county, which were severally read and referred to the committee 
on accounts. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of sundry citizens of the town of 
Cahawba and vicinity, praying the passage of a law to make sale of the 
property belonging to the State in the town of Cahawba and vicinity, 
which was read and referred to the same committee to which was referred 
a petition heretofore on that subject. 

Mr. Bibb from the committee on Indians and Indian lands within the 
chartered limits of this State, to which was referred the resolution direct¬ 
ing an inquiry into the expediency of extending the jurisdiction and laws 
of this state over all I ndians, and all lands in the possession of I ndian 
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within the chartered limits of this state, reported a bill to be entitled an 
act to extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over the I ndian 
territory, laying within the limits of the State of Alabama, and for other 
purposes, which was read a first time, and laid on the table. Ordered, 
that 500 copies be printed for the use of this House. 

The same committee, to which was referred a bill to extend the juris¬ 
diction of the State of Alabama over the Cherokee nation, an a bill to 
extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over all that part o the 
Chickasaw nation lying within the charted limits of this State, reported 
the same without amendment. Mr. Bibb moved that the bills lie on the 
table, which was carried. 

Mr. Perkins, from the committee on the State Bank, to which was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act supplemental to the act, establishing 
the Bank of th State of Alabama, and to regulate damages in transac¬ 
tions and operations of said bank, reported the same without amendment. 
Mr. Perkins moved that the further consideration of the bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed- the motion pending- the House adjourned to to-mor¬ 
row at 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Thursday, December 3, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. J ones presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying the annexation of territory to said county, which was read and 
referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. J ones presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying the passage of a law to locate the seat of justice of said county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Coopwood presented the petition of George W. Stoneroad, praying 
the passage of a law to emancipate a certain salve therein named, which 
was read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Van Dyke, from the judiciary committee to which was referred 
a resolution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of providing 
by law some uniform mode of paying sheriffs and constables for keeping 
stock when taken by virtue of an execution, reported a bill to be entitled 
an act to compensate sheriffs and constables for keeping stock levied on 
by virtue of an execution of attachment, which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Morrisett, from the same committee to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so amend¬ 
ing the laws establishing the county courts, as to make it the duty of the 
presiding judge of the circuit court, to give such judgement as the judge 
of the county court ought to have rendered, in all cases taken up by 
appeal, writ of error, or bill of exceptions, where the amount in contro¬ 
versy does not exceed twenty dollars, reported a bill to be entitled ana ct 
regulating appeals taken from the county to the circuit court, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Rather, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of George M. Taylor, reported a bill to 
be entitled an act to allow compensation to George M. Taylor for ex¬ 
penses incurred in the prosecution of David M. Smithson, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ellis, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
courts of roads and revenue for the several counties in this state, to fix the 
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amount of compensation, and the manner of paying of the grand and petit 
jurors for their respective counties, reported a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the courts of roads and revenue, to fix and regulate the com¬ 
pensation of jurors, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the several accounts of Aaron Readus, jailer of Limestone county, 
reported that said accounts are not authenticated according to law, and 
ought not to be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. Mr. Bibb moved that the House disagree to 
the report, which was carried. Mr. Bibb moved that the accounts 
be referred to a select committee, with instructions to report a bill allow¬ 
ing the accounts: whereupon messrs Bibb, Parsons and Lane were ap¬ 
pointed said committed. 

Mr Young, from the same committee, to which was referred the seve¬ 
ral accounts of William Howson, jailer of Madison County, reported 
that nether of said accounts are authenticated according to law, and 
that each of said accounts contains items not chargeable upon the State, 
that neither of said accounts ought to be allowed, and ask leave to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject. Mr. Fearn 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

The same committee, to which was referred the account of George 
W. Myers, late sheriff of Washington county, reported that said account 
is not authenticated according to law, and ask leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. Mr. Fitts moved that the 
report lie on the table, which was lost. It was then concurred in by the 
House. 

The same committee, to which was referred the account of J ohn Grigg, 
sheriff of Lawrence county, reported that said account is not made out 
as the law required, nor authenticated according to law, and parts of the 
same not chargeable to the state, and that said account ought not to be 
allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. Mr. Coopwood moved that the report lie on the table, 
which was carried. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a joint memorial to the Congress 
of the United State asking relief for forfeiters and relinquishers of pub¬ 
lic lands, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Acklen, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a 
law authorizing a partial failure of consideration to be plead at law, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled an act to authorize a partial failure of con¬ 
sideration to be plead at law, which was read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Philpott made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to provide for drawing and com¬ 
pensating jurors to attend on the county courts of Franklin and Law¬ 
rence counties, and for other purposes, have had the same under conside¬ 
ration, and directed me to report the same with sundry amendments, to 
wit: after the word "Franklin," in the title of the said bill, insert the word 
"Morgan :" where the word "Franklin," occurs in the first section, insert 
immediately after it the word "Morgan:" in the second section strike 
out the words "and twenty -five cents :" strike out the whole of the third 
section : and in the last section strike out the word "February," and in- 




79 


sert in lieu thereof the word "J anuary." I n all which amendments they 
respectfully ask the concurrence of the House. Ordered, That the House 
concur in the several amendments to said bill. It was the ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Russell from the select committee to which was referred the reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of addressing a 
memorial to the Congress of the United States, asking the postponement 
of the sales of the public lands in J ackson county, reported a joint me¬ 
morial to the Congress of the United States, praying a postponement of 
the sales of the public lands in the county of J ackson, which was read a 
first, time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry inhabitants of the town of Tuscumbia and county of 
Franklin, reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the Spring Creek navigation company, which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Taylor made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred the petition of John Sitton, the patentee of a machine called 
the wheel wright's assistant, have performed the duty assigned the, and 
instructed me to report, viz: That they have examined the machine, and 
find it constructed with great simplicity for the purpose of making car¬ 
riage wheels of all descriptions, at a cost less than half the common price 
and less than the labor of the usual mode of constructing wheels, As an in¬ 
stance of the facility and rapidity of the operation, your committee would 
state that the inventor can cut the tenants and shoulders to the spokes of a 
waggon wheel in three minutes. An additional advantage consists in the 
cheapness of the machine, and its adaptation to the use of the most common 
capacity, which places its acquisition within the reach of every planter in the 
community. Your committee have no hesitation in pronouncing it a ma¬ 
chine of great utility, and well worthy the attention of the planters of 
Alabama. The committee have further instructed me to report, that they 
deem it inexpedient for the State to purchase, as from its small cost, it 
will readily be at the command of the agricultural interest of the State. 

I n which report the House concurred. 

Mr Rather, from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the expediency of drafting a memo¬ 
rial to the Congress of the United States, praying the appointment of 
commissioners to run the line between this state an the Cherokee 
Indians, reported a joint resolution in relation to the Cherokee boundary, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Bates obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution, imposing a 
duty of three cents per tone on ships or vessels entering the port of Mobile, 
for the purpose of paying the harbor master of Mobile, which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to alter 
and amend the patrol laws of this state, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Byrnes obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to re¬ 
peal an act entitled ana ct to amend an act entitled an act concerning 
roads, highways, bridges, and ferries, in the county of Mobile, passed 
Dec. 26, 1826, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Oliver: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire whether the laws in relation to the administration of 
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the estates of deceased persons, and the manner of auditing the same, 
and the fees allowed therefor, need any, and if any what amendment, 
with leave to report bill or otherwise. And then the House adjourn¬ 
ed to 10 o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 

Friday, December 4th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Mardis presented the account of sheriff of Shelby county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Penn, from the committee on privileges and elections, to which 
was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing election precincts at every company muster ground, in 
each and every county in the State, reported that it is unnecessary and 
inexpedient, in which report the House concurred. 

Mr. Conner, from the judiciary committee to which was referred, the 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of abolishing 
the county court system and establishing a court of ordinary, reported 
that it is inexpedient to pass such a law ; in which report the House con¬ 
curred. 

Mr. Weissinger, from the committee on propositions and grievances, 
to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of that part of 
Clarke county taken from Monroe at the last session of the General 
Assembly, claiming the right of suffrage as citizens of Monroe, ask leave 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, which was 
granted. The petition was then refereed to the committee on privileges 
and elections. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred, 
the bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings on certain actions of 
detinue; reported the bill as amended, by striking out the fifth section 
I n which amendment the House concurred. It was then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred, a reso¬ 
lution instruction them to inquire into the expediency of reducing the fees 
of justices of the peace and constables, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate upon the subject at this time; in which report the House con¬ 
curred. 

Mr. Penn from the committee on privileges and election s to which was 
referred, a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing the law which directs that all elections made by the people shall 
be by ballot, and to inquire further whether it is not more consistent with 
the spirit of freedom and independence which should characterize the acts 
of our citizens in all public proceedings that such elections should be 
made viva, voce reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject 
at this time. Mr. Penn moved that the report lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred, the 
account of Allen Moore, sheriff and jailer of Washington county ; re¬ 
ported that said account is not authenticated according to law, nor does 
it appear that said account is chargeable upon the State and ought not to 
be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. Mr. Fitts moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
accounts of Camel Sharp, jailer of Monroe county, reported that said ac- 
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counts are not authenticated according to law, and ask leave to be dis¬ 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Morrisett, moved that the accounts be referred to the committee 
on propositions and grievances, which was carried. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
accounts apparently of Samuel Frisbee, reported that said accounts are 
not authenticated according to law, and are not chargeable upon the State, 
and ought not to be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the subject. Mr. Fits moved that the report lie on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Mardis made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred a joint resolution asking the establishment of a land office 
in Bellefonte, have, according to order, had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the same, with the following amend¬ 
ment to come in at the end of said resolution, to wit: "Provided, that 
nothing in this resolution contained is intended to affect the land office 
established by law at Huntsville." I n which amendment the House 
concurred. Mr. Mardis who voted in the majority in concurrence with 
the report of the committee, moved to reconsider the vote, which was 
carried. Mr. Coopwood moved that the report lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Rather, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
reported that the prayer of the petitioners is unreasonable, and ought not 
to be granted. Mr Hudson moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Engrossed joint resolution, asking the establishment of land office in 
Bellefonte, was read a third time. Mr Fearn moved to amend the reso¬ 
lution by way of the following engrossed ryder: "Provided, that the 
establishment of said office shall no effect the discontinuance of the land 
office at Huntsville,” which was adopted. Yeas 39- Nays 18. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coleman, 

Conner, Curtis, Dale, Fearn, Fitts, Forrest, Green, Hays, King, Lawler, Ligon, 

Massey, McElderry, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, 

Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Ship, smith, Taylor, Weissinger, Williams, 
and Young- 39. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Clark, Coopwood, Dennis, 
Ells, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, 

Mardis, Metcalfe, Roulston, Russell, Ward- 18. 

The resolution was then passed. Ordered, that the titled be as afore¬ 
said. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Goldthwaite obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an 
act to make an appropriation for the payment of a certain claim against 
the State of Alabama, which was read a first time. Mr. Goldthwaite 
then moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
be dispensed with, an that it be read a second time forthwith, which was 
carried. The bill was then read a second time forthwith. Mr. Perkins 
moved to amend the bill by an additional section, which was carried. 

Mr. Goldthwaite then moved that rule be further dispensed with, and 
the bill be considered as engrossed and read a third time forthwith, which 
was carried. The bill was then read a third time. Mr. Goldthwaite 
moved to amend the title of the bill, by striking out the letter A, with a 
view to insert the letter S, which was carried : The bill was then passed. 



Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 11 
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On motion of mr Ellis: Resolved, That the committee on county 
boundaries inquire into the expediency of establishing the boundary line 
between Tuscaloosa and Bibb as follows : Running from the head of 
Big Sandy creek, to a large bluff where Coffee's creek passes through the 
Sand mountain, in the most direct route so as to include J ames Hill 
in the county of Bibb ; hence along said mountain to Gillespie's mill; 
thence to the point where the county lines of Tuscaloosa, J efferson, and 
Bibb intersect; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Conner offered the following resolutions: Resolved, That so much 
of the Governor's message as relates to the lands granted to the State of 
Alabama by the united States, lying in the valley of the Tennessee, be 
referred to the committee on lands appropriated for internal improve¬ 
ment; that so much as relates to the improvement of the Tennessee 
river, and the accomplishment of a canal round the muscle shoal, be re¬ 
ferred to the committee on inland navigation ; that so much as relates to 
the junction of the waters of the Tennessee, with those of the Ala¬ 
bama river, be referred to the committee on inland navigation ; that so 
much as relates to the pecuniary pressure and embarrassments of the 
agricultural interest of the State; the auction system of disposing of pub¬ 
lic lands ; the system of a graduated prices for the same; and the various 
resolutions, reports and proceedings of the several States therein men¬ 
tioned, be referred to the committee on the state of the republic; which 
were severally concurred in, and adopted by the House. 

Mr. Hudson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act for 
the relief of Bartholomew Gates, late jailor of Franklin county, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. The 
House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The joint memorial to the Congress of the United States, asking relief 
for the forfeiters and relinquishers of public lands, was read a second 
time, and referred to the joint committee, appointed for the purposes of 
memorializing Congress on that subject, and that said committee report 
on Monday next. 

J oint Resolution, asking the consent of Congress to a law passed by 
the Legislature of this State, imposing a duty of three cents per ton 
on ships or vessels entering the port of Mobile, was read a second time. 

Mr. Bates then moved that the resolution be considered as engrossed, 
and read a third time forthwith, which was carried. The resolution was 
then read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be 
as aforesaid. Ordered that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 

Mr. Coopwood moved that mr Massey be added to the committee on 
accounts, which was carried. 

Mr. Weissinger moved to add mr Lawler to the committee on propo¬ 
sitions and grievances, which was carried. And then the House ad¬ 
journed till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, December 5, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by mr Lyon. Mr Speaker:- The Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills originating in the Senate, 
to be entitled an act to extend the powers of the county court of Dallas 
county in relation to roads ; and an act to authorize Eli Holly to emanci¬ 
pate his female slave named bet, in both of which they desire the con¬ 
currence of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House the petition of sundry inhabitants 
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of Perry county, on the west side of the Cahawba river, praying that, 
that part of Greene County on the east side of the Warrior river, be an¬ 
nexed to Perry county, which was read and referred to the committee on 
county boundaries. 

Mr Coopwood presented the account of Willie Conner, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Parsons presented the petition of John B. Hazard, praying that a 
judgement obtained by the Tombeckbe Bank against the State, be settled, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr. Grigsby presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, praying that the Alabama river be a dividing lien between coun¬ 
ties, which was read and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Richardson presented the account of James Boggs, constable, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Oliver presented the account of Mosely Baker, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Perkins presented the memorial of Henry Sossaman, in relation 
to the State Capitol, which was read and referred to the committee on 
the State Capitol. 

Mr. Forrest made the following report: The committee on roads, 
bridges and ferries, to which was referred a bill to be entitled an act to 
establish a turnpike road therein mentioned, have according to order had 
the same under consideration, and have amended the same as follows: 
strike out the words "said road,:” where it occurs in the third section, 
and insert in lieu thereof the following, " and complete the said road as 
hereinafter required; strike out the words "from fifteen to," where they 
occur in the same section: I n the fifth section insert the words "for 
each offence," after the word "dollars" as herewith shewn ; in all which 
amendments they respectfully ask the concurrence of the House. Or¬ 
dered, that the House concur in the several amendments to said bill. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Forrest made the following report: The committee on roads, 
bridges, and ferries, to which was referred the petition of sundry citi¬ 
zens of Tuscaloosa county, residing north of the Black Warrior river, 
praying the passe of a law authorizing a road to be opened from the 
main street, at the first cross street east of the State House, in the town 
of Tuscaloosa, in a direct line to the margin of the river, at the north¬ 
west corner of a block of lots belonging to Otis Dyer, thence with the 
margin of the river to the western boundary line of the town, so as to 
meet a road heretofore laid out by the court of roads and revenue of 
Tuscaloosa county, have, according to order, had the same under consi¬ 
deration, and have instructed me to report, that in the opinion of the 
committee, the prayer of the petitioners is unreasonable, and ought not 
to be granted, and ask leave to be discharged from the further considera¬ 
tion of the subject. Mr Perkins moved that the report lie on the table 
which was carried. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House the record and proceedings of the 
circuit court of Dallas county, in the case of Hillery Lee, vs. Sabina 
Lee, for divorce, which was read and referred to the committee on di¬ 
vorce and alimony. 

Mr Ells presented the account of the sheriff of Tuscaloosa county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Ellis, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, reported 
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a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted by the House. Mr. 

Goldthwaite moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional 
section. Mr. Fearn moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
indefinitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 33-Nays 37. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Cole, Con¬ 
ner, Coopwood, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Jones, King, 
Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Penn, Perkins, Pope, Richardson, Russell, Taylor, Ward, 
Williams, and Young- 33. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Brodnax, Byrnes, Cole¬ 
man, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Flornoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, M'EI- 
derry, mead, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, rather, 

Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Ship, Smith, and Weissinger- 37. 

The question was then on the adoption of mr Goldthwaite's amend¬ 
ment, and carried. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Perkins made the following report: The committee on the State 
Bank, to which was referred a resolution instructing an inquiry into the 
expediency of limiting the purchase of bills of exchange; requiring the 
affidavit of an applicant for loan, that he has not directly or indirectly 
received more than two thousand dollars, from the State bank, and requi¬ 
ring the directors to give preference in loans to those that never had been 
accommodated, have instructed me to report that it is inexpedient to pass 
any further laws on the several propositions of the resolution. Mr. Craig 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr. Perkins made the following report: The committee on the State 
Bank, to which was referred a resolution instructing an inquiry into the 
expediency of requiring the president and directors of the bank, when 
they discount notes, to remain the interest thereon, up to the 1st of Jan. 
next ensuing, without curtailment, and make all notes due and payable 
the first of J anuary after such discount, and equalize the accommodation 
by notes or bills to the respective counties, as equally as may be, having 
population as the basis, or whether taxes should be the basis, have in¬ 
structed me to report that it is inexpedient to pass laws not on the respec¬ 
tive subjects. Mr Goldthwaite moved that the report lie on the table, 
which was carried. 

Mr Bibb, from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of Aaron Reddus, J ailer of Limestone county, reported a bill to be en¬ 
titled ana ct for the compensation of Aaron Reddus, jailer of the county 
of Limestone, which was read, and ordered to a second reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

Mr. Smith, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of J ohn Lindsey, reported a bill to be entitled an act to permit J ohn 
Lindsey to have registered a deed therein named, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Baker, from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of the citizens of the sixteenth section, township no. 17, range no. 20, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the school commissioners of 
section 16, township 17, and range 20, to hold an election, and for other 
purposes, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. 

Mr Penn offered the following resolution : Resolved, that a standing 
committee be appointed to examine the offices of the Comptroller and 



Treasurer, which was lost. 
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Mr Cook obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to au¬ 
thorize the county court of Butler county, to cause certain records there¬ 
in nemd to be transcribe ; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading on Monday next. 

Mr Horton obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution ,asking the 
removal of the land office from the town of Huntsville, to some mere 
central point in the Huntsville land district; which was read and ordered 
to a second reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Fearn: Resolved, that the committee on lands ap¬ 
propriated &c. be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
act of the last session, providing for the sale of said lands, so as to ren¬ 
der more explicit that part which relates to discounts for prompt pay¬ 
ment and such other parts of said act, as may appear to them defective, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Craig offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee on the State Bank Be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing the capital stock of the Stat Bank, by opening books in vari¬ 
ous parts of this State, to obtain stock to such amount as may be required, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise, which was lost. 

Mr. Ligon obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an 
amendment to the constitution, so as to render the sheriffs of the respective 
counties re-eligible ; which was read, and ordered to a second reading on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Coopwood moved to call up the report of the committee on proposi¬ 
tions and grievances, relating to the seat of justice of Bibb county, which 
was lost. The House then adjourned to Monday, 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Monday, December 7, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Lawler presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
and Shelby counties, praying the passage of a law to establish a ferry 
across the Coosa river, at the place know as Kimulga, on the lands of 
Thomas I. and Samuel Smith ; which was read, and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr Taylor presented a counter petition, of sundry citizens of Dallas 
county, the tow of Cahawba and vicinity, relating to a petition hereto¬ 
fore presented on the subject of the sale of the public property in Cahaw¬ 
ba and the vicinity, which was read and referred to the same select com¬ 
mittee, to which said petition heretofore presented was referred. 

Mr. Brodnax presented the account of the jailer of Autauga county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Bates presented the petition of Registe Bernody, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

On motion of Mr Rather: Ordered, That mr M'Elderry have leave of 
absence for two weeks. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
accounts of T. Sanford, reported that the said accounts are not charge¬ 
able upon the State, with the exception of four dollars eighty-seven and 
one half cents, and that said accounts ought not to be allowed, and ask 
leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr Bates moved that the report lie on the table, which was lost. It was 
then concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Goldthwaite, from the joint committee to which was referred the me¬ 
morial to the Congress of the United States, asking relief for forfeiters and 
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relinquishers of public lands, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which 
was adopted by the House. It was read a second time, and laid on the 
table, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed for the use of this 
House, on mr Fearn's motion. 

Mr Perkins, from the committee on the State Bank, to which was re¬ 
ferred a resolution instructing on inquiry into the expediency of requi¬ 
ring the Stat Treasurer to perform the duties of cashier of the Bank of 
the State of Alabama, reported that it is inexpedient; in which report 
the House concurred. 

Mr Perkins, from the same committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing an inquiry to be made into the expediency of requiring 
the State Treasurer to perform the duties of President of the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, reported a bill to be entitled an act, to make it the duty 
of the State Treasurer to discharge the duties of President of the State 
Bank, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading on 
to-morrow. 

Mr Curtis, from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion to advise on the propriety of changing the present mode of licensing 
physicians to practice medicine, reported a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to regulate the licensing physicians to 
practice, and for other purposes therein named, passed December 22, 

1823, which was read and ordered to as second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Forrest, from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to which 
was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Walker county, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled an act to authorize Daniel Payne and his 
associates, to open a turnpike road therein named, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Craig and others, availed themselves of their constitutional privi¬ 
lege of spreading on the journals of this House their reasons for voting 
against the passage of the bill entitled an act to suspend the sales of the 
lands granted to the State of Alabama for the purposes of internal im¬ 
provement, which are as follows: 

We of the minority, do protest against the bill that has passed the 
House of representatives, that authorized the immediate closing of the 
Land Office in Courtland, for the following reasons : I n the first place, 
dangerous infraction of the legitimate principles of legislation : because 
good policy, as well as the dictates of justice forbid the sudden repeal of 
an established law of the land, involving the interests of an extensive 
community without strong and adequate reasons. The ostensible grounds 
upon which the necessity of immediately suspending the proceedings of 
the Land Office, have been urged by its advocates, we conceive to be 
wholly insufficient and indefensable. And we here cannot refrain the 
expression of a strong feeling of protestation, and astonishment at the 
manner in which aid bill was hurried on its passage by an extraordinary 
effort to dispense with the established rule of legislation, that requires 
that every bill shall be read on three several days prior to its becoming a 
law. Why this precipitate movement we were unable to comprehend, 
and we cannot but regard it as an inconsiderate attempt to arrest that free 
and untrammeled discussion that should characterize the proceeding of 
every deliberative assembly. Without the enjoyment of this free discus¬ 
sion it is impossible that the voice of that portion of a community whose 
rights and interest are threatened to be invaded, can be effectually heard 
through the medium of their representatives. We do also protest against 
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the equally extraordinary course adopted by the advocates of the bill, in 
the progress of the discussion, as a more successful expedient to preclude 
the privilege of debate by calls for the previous question, a course never 
adopted or justifiable except on occasions of extraordinary emergent that 
such urgent necessity existed as to render the ordinary latitude of discussion 
dangerous to the general interest of the State, we hesitate not to say, will not 
be averred by the advocates of the bill. And we cannot but express our pra- 
found regret, that in despite of the great solicitude evinced by the minority, 
to be indulged in a more deliberate discussion, they were constrained to 
experience the mortifying alternative of being overruled by an overwhelm¬ 
ing vote to sustain the cal for the main question. The opposition as 
glaringly evinced by the majority to indulge a full and unrestricted dis¬ 
cussion of the merits of the bill while under debate, constitutes a strong 
and imposing incentive to the minority, to exhibit upon the journals the 
many cogent and prominent reasons that inducted them to oppose the 
passage of the bill. We protest against the grounds upon which the 
propriety of closing the Land Office, has been advocated, as being wholly 
untenable. The grounds as set forth were, that the commissioners who 
had been appointed under the sanction of an act of the last Legislature for 
the purpose of assessing the value of the lands granted to our State for 
purposes of internal improvement, had not in the performance of the 
duties assigned the, strictly complied with the requirements of the law. 

And that closing the office forthwith was rendered an indispensable expe¬ 
dient, preparatory to institution an inquiry into the supposed irregular 
proceedings of the commissioners. And before we proceed to offer rea¬ 
sons in refutation of the grounds assumed by the advocates of the bill, 
we cannot refrain expressing our surprise at the novel and unprecedented 
proceeding of a legislative assembly adopting an act, which in its opera¬ 
tion, necessarily fixed the odium of suspicion or guilt upon public officers 
without even the preferment of a charge or the exhibition of proof of 
official misconduct. We challenge the history of the political or judicial 
administration of our government for a similar precedent. And we hesi¬ 
tate not to say, that the judgements of the enlightened community of our 
State, will promptly denounce the proceeding, as an act of usurpation. A 
regard for the honor, integrity and intelligence of the commissioners, as 
well as a desire to arrest the establishment of so obnoxious a precedent, 
had its united influence in determining the minority to make a firm oppo¬ 
sition to the bill. I n refutation of the ground assumed, that the commis¬ 
sioners had violated the act under which they were appointed, the minority 
contends that there has been no exhibition of proof to sustain the allega¬ 
tion. It is true that his Excellency the Governor, in his message, has 
thought proper to state, that the commissioners have misapprehended the 
act under which they were appointed. And here the minority would res¬ 
pectfully inquire, does a mere discrepancy of opinion between the head of 
one of the departments of our government and a distinct class of officers 
acting under the authority, by a co-ordinate branch of the government, in 
the construction of a legislative act, requiring the performance of specific 
duties, constitute alone sufficient ground to nullify the proceedings of said 
officers. A reference to the fundamental principles of our government 
furnishes a satisfactory solution to this question. How far the commis¬ 
sioners have exceeded the instructions of the act under which they were 
appointed ; we of the minority do respectfully conceive that the executive 
of the State has no constitutional authority to decide. And hence, any ex¬ 
pression of opinion by his Excellency the Governor, in his message in re- 
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lation to the constructive powers of the act prescribing the duties of the 
commissioners, cannot constitute a legitimate ground of censure upon the 
conduct of said commissioners by a legislative act of the Government. 

If this view of the subject be correct, any attempt on the part of Legi- 
lature to desturb or arrest the proceeding of the commissioners until the 
competent authority had decided upon the legality of their acts, cannot 
but be regarded a an arbitrary stretch of power. Moreover, with due 
deference to the opinion of his Excellency the Governor, we of the minor¬ 
ity, do conceive that the commissioners so far as information has been 
obtained, has in no respect, exceeded the authority of the act under which 
they were appointed. We do not conceive the opinion is sustained by 
an obvious construction of the act prescribing their duties, that the com¬ 
missioners were required to report the whole of the lands which they 
valued under the designation of classes. The first duty, as expressed in 
the 4th section of the act, which they were required to perform, was to go 
upon the lands and truly value each legal subdivision of said lands accord¬ 
ing the fair and intrinsic value thereof, and at the same time to note 
the class to which the same belonged, it is clearly evident from the 
language of this part of the act, that the duties of valuing the land and 
noting the class to which the same belonged, were simultaneously per¬ 
formed, and that the intrinsic value of the land necessarily designated 
the class to which it belonged. If then, any portion of the land embraced 
in the examination, was not considered to be worth intrinsically, $1 25 
per acre, how could the commissioners in accordance with their oath, re¬ 
port said land as included in the designated classes. Besides, by refer¬ 
ence to the act, 6th section, it will be seen that the commissioners were 
directed to select 400,000 acres of land of the greatest value, which ne¬ 
cessarily implies, that every grade of value was comprehended in the 
lands examined. Hence the arbitrary rule of the classification was not pro¬ 
perly so much the criterion of determining the amount of selection, as 
the fair and intrinsic value of the soil. And in conformity to the spirit 
of the grant we have no doubt that the commissioners justly conceived 
that should the examination result in not reporting a sufficient quantity of 
government would extend the right to the State to supply the deficit out 
of other unappropriated lands. 

It is furthermore contended, that a failure on the part of the commis¬ 
sioners in the performance of any part of their duty is equally fatal to all 
that has been done, and that consequently it becomes the imperative duty 
of the Legislature to order an immediate suspension of all the operations 
of the land office. And here we cannot but again express our surprise at 
the hazarding assumption of power that would be indicated by the adopt¬ 
ion of any act, by the Legislature predicated upon the supposed illegality 
of an act of the commissioners. Upon this ground, we are award that 
the advocates of the bill mainly rely to justify the procedure taken. We 
profess not to be prepared to discuss the abstruse question whether an 
irregularity in any part of the proceedings of the commissioners violates 
the whole, deeming it wholly immaterial, in as much as no such irregu¬ 
larity of conduct has been established by proof. But we do contend that 
under the act of the last Legislature, rights have already occurred to the 
occupant settler which this Legislature, rights have already occurred to the 
occupant settler which this Legislature has no power to disturb or contra¬ 
vene. Nor in the opinion of the minority, can those rights granted by the 
act of the last session be constitutionally resumed, modified, suspended 
or change without the assent of those interested. That rights have ves- 
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ted under the act of the last session, cannot, we think, be dented, though 
it has been urged that until the settler has by actual entry expressed his 
assent to the provisions of the act, his interest is not of such a nature as 
to be vested. We are at a loss to conceive how an entry in the books of 
the register can be considered as a stronger signification of assent, than 
the appearing before the commissioners under the act and claiming the 
right of pre-emption. The instant the claim was decided in favor of any 
occupant, we conceive his right to make an entry within one hundred and 
twenty days after the opening of the land office, became vested and the 
Legislature of this State possess no more power to abridge that right than 
if he had made in actual entry in the mode prescribed by the act. Was 
the principle to be settled for the first time, a minority might not, 
and this minority would not consider it a wanton violation of right. But 
when it has been repeatedly discussed, examined and decided on by the 
highest constitutional tribunal of our country, in which light must we con¬ 
sider it. It has likewise been seriously urged that a consideration should 
pass from the one claiming a right to those from whom that right is de¬ 
rived. Where we would ask, was such doctrine ever advanced before? 
and does not the experience of all legislation shew directly the reverse? 

What consideration has ever passed from any of the incorporation char¬ 
tered by ths state, to the State itself, or could a grant without the least 
consideration passing the State, be revoked by it at pleasure? Will it 
be contended, even that any think it necessary to be done by the grantee 
where a voluntary grant is made by the State to him Any attempt there¬ 
fore, on the part of the present Legislature, to obstruct the fair consump¬ 
tion of the pre- emption right of the settler, cannot but be regarded as a 
wanton violation of the good faith of the State. We deem it unnecessary 
to enlarge upon the various manner in which the interest of the settler 
would be injuriously affected by the sudden and wholly unexpected sus¬ 
pension of his right of entry. The violent prostration of confidence in the 
good faith of the State. The resentful feeling of disappointment that would 
pervade an extensive community are evils of sufficient magnitude to de¬ 
ter from an dangerous an experiment. It is only by a strict observance 
of good faith, upon which the affections and interests of its citizens were 
based, that the constituted authorities of a state can retain confidence at 
home or preserve its dignity of character abroad. 

(Signed.) Samuel Craig, Thomas Coopwood, G. W. Lane, William 
Hodges, Francis Durrett, Albert C. Horton, David G. Ligon, De La F. 

Roysdon, John Pope, Daniel Coleman. 

Mr Parsons, from the committee on the state of republic, to which 
was referred a resolution in inquire of the propriety of requesting of the 
Congress of the United States, a grant of land to connect by canal, the 
waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers, reported a joint memorial, ask¬ 
ing a donation of land to connect by canal, the waters of the Tennessee 
and Coosa rivers, which was read a first time and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Acklen presented the account of the sheriff of Madison county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Forrest obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act pre¬ 
scribing the salary of the Sat treasurer, which was read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Hodges obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to ap¬ 
propriated and set apart the interest acruing to the Sate each and every 
year, upon two hundred thousand dollars, fund of the University of Ala- 
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bama, for the education of the extreme poor of the State and for other 
purposes, which was read and ordered to a second reading to morrow. 

Mr Ward obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
change the compensation of jurors, in the counties of Henry and Dale, 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Mardis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
protect honesty and punish frauds, which was read a firs time and laid on 
the table; ordered that one hundred copies be printed for the use of the 
House. 

Mr. Rather, from the select committee, to which it was referred the peti¬ 
tion of James Vest, reported a bill to be entitled, ana ct to authorize 
James Vest, to erect a dam across Flint river, in Morgan county, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Fearn, Resolved, That the joint committee appointed 
to examine into the situation and management of the State Bank, be in¬ 
structed to ascertain and report to this House with as little delay as prac¬ 
ticable, what amount of bills of exchange has been discounted, and what 
amount of damages has been received upon bills of exchange, which have 
not been punctually paid, during each year since the establishment of the 
Bank. 

Mr Craig obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to limit 
the power of the Trustees of the University of the State of Alabama and 
for other purposes, which was read and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr Acklen , Resolved, That the committee on the military 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of exempting the tax collectors 
and county treasurers of this State, for performing ordinary military 
duty with leave to report by bill or other wise. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ana ct 
the better to provide for the support of paupers, which was read a first 
time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Philpott obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
amend an act, to authorize the building of a jail in Morgan county, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Conner, Resolved, That a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed to revise and amend if necessary, the rules for the government of 
this House, whereupon Messrs Conner, Acklen, Parsons, Goldthwaite 
and Penn, were appointed said committee. 

Mr Fearn moved the reconsider the vote taken on the adoption of the 
resolution, (this day) in relation to the bank and bills of exchange, which 
was carried. Mr Fearn then asked leave to withdraw said resolution, 
which was granted. Mr Fearn then asked leave to withdraw said resolution, 
which was granted. Mr Fearn then offered the following resolution: Re¬ 
solved, That the joint committee elected to examine into the situation and 
management of the State Bank, the Senate concurring therein, be required 
to ascertain and report to the two Houses of the General Assembly, with 
as little delay as practicable, what amount of Bills of exchange have been 
discounted and what amount of damage has been received upon bills of 
exchange which have not been punctually paid, during each year since the 
establishment of the bank, which was adopted. 

Mr Morrisett obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled, an act 
to alter a certain road therein named, and for other purposes, which was 
read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Morrisett obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution; praying a 



repeal in part of a law of Congress, granted 400,000 acres of land for the 
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purpose of internal improvement, which was read a first time. Mr. Moore 
moved that the further consideration of the resolution be postponed till 
Monday next, which was carried. 

Mr Penn obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution, requiring the 
offices of the Comptroller and Treasurer to be examined annually, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. The House then 
proceeded to the orders of the day. Bills of the following titles to wit: 

An act making an appropriation for the payment of the members and offi¬ 
cers of the present General Assembly ; an act for the relief of Andrew 0. 
Horn, tax collector for Lawrence county ; an act to prevent the evil prac¬ 
tice of betting on elections, were severally read a second time and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to establish certain election precincts therein 
named, was read a second time and referred to the committee on privile¬ 
ges and elections. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled, an act to alter the time of holding 
the courts in the 6th circuit, was read a second time. Mr Cook moved 
that the bill lie on the table, which was carried. The bill from the Senate 
entitled, ana t to give the circuit courts of this State power to rended 
judgements final against the security in writs of error bonds, was read a 
second time and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to emancipate certain slaves 
therein named ; an act to emancipate certain slaves therein named ; an act 
to emancipate a certain slave therein named ; an act to emancipate certain 
slaves therein named, were severally read a second time and referred to 
the committee on the state of republic. 

Engrossed bill s of the following titles to wit: an act to authorize J ohn 
A. Chapman, Simeon Chapman, Daniel Welsh and their associates to 
turnpike a certain road therein named ; an act to increase the pay and the 
more effectually to provide for the payment of the jurors for the county of 
Montgomery and for other purposes, and, an act concerning the dismissal 
of suites at common law, were severally read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, That their titles be as aforesaid ; ordered that the same be sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

Bills of the following titles to wit: an act amendatory of an act prescrb- 
ing the mode of executing original process, and an act to reduce the da¬ 
mages on bills of exchange, were severally read a second time and referred 
to the judiciary committee. 

The bill entitled, an act to amend the laws not in force, concerning the 
establishment of ferries, was read a second time and referred to a select 
committee consisting of Messrs Mardis and Pope. 

The bill entitled, ana t appointing commissioners to mark out a road 
through that part of Pike county, now occupied by the Creek Indians, and 
for other purposes, was read a second time. Mr. Goldthwaite moved, that 
the bill lie on the table, which was carried. 

The bill entitled, an act incorporate the Sims' female academy, in the 
town of Tuscaloosa, was read a second time and referred to a select com¬ 
mittee consisting of Messrs Ellis, Perkins and Van Dyke. 

Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, to wit: an act for the relief 
of Sally Turner, executrix of Charles H. Turner, deceased ; an act to dis¬ 
continue and establish certain election precincts therein specified ; an at 
for the benefit of beat No. 6, in the county of Pickens ; an act to reduce 
the fees of the clerk of the supreme court of this State ; an act more effec¬ 
tually to prevent judges of the circuit and county courts from charging 
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juries on matters of fact, and the better to secure the right of trail by jury ; 
an act to change the name of William Tankersly to that of William Par¬ 
mer, were severally read a first time, and ordered to a second reading on 
to-morrow. And then the House adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Tuesday, December 8, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Craig presented the petition of Richard Darby, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law to emancipate a certin slave therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Perkins presented the memorial of Dugald M'Farlane, praying 
remuneration for losses sustained as State Printer, which was read and 
and referred to the committee on the public printing. 

Mr. Lawler presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby 
county, praying the passage of a law to authorize William H. Greenwood 
to establish a ferry on the Coosa river, on section no. 7, township no. 20, 
range no. 3, east, which was read and referred to the committee on roads, 
brides and ferries. 

Mr. Coleman presented the petition of Jesse Coe and Bartlet Cox, 
praying the passage of a law to authorize them to enter certain tracts of 
land therein mentioned, which was read and referred to the committee 
on lands appropriated for internal improvements. 

Mr Clark presented sundry petitions of the inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying an annexation of territory to the county of Bibb, so as to make 
it a constitutional county ; which ware severally read and referred to the 
committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Ellis presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying the passage of law authorizing the running of the line between 
the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb, which was read and referred to the 
committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Ellis presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Tuscaloosa 
county praying the passage of a laws authorizing the running of the line 
between the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb, which was read and refer¬ 
red to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Ligon moved to dispense with the rule requiring that petitions and 
reports from standing and select committees shall be first read ; with a 
a view to offer a resolution, which was lost. Yeas 32- Nays 38. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Coleman, Craig, Dale, Durrett, Fitts, 

Flournoy, Hays, Horton, Jackson, Lane, Ligon, Mardis, Mead, Metcalfe, Mob¬ 
ley, Morrisette, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Rosy- 
don, Ship, Smith, and Taylor- 32. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Brad¬ 
ford, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Ellis, 
Fearn, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jones, 

King, Lawler, Massey, Mims, More, Parsons, Penn, Richardson, Roulston, Rus¬ 
sell,Van Dyke, ward, Weissinger, Williams, and Young- 38. 

Mr Bates presented a memorial of the mayor and aldermen of the city 
of Mobile, praying the passage of a law authorizing the corporate of 
Mobile to raise and organize engine, and hook and ladder fire companies, 
which was read and referred to a select committee, consisting of messrs 
Bates, Brynes and Parsons. 

Mr Perkins presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Tuscaloosa 
county, praying the passage of a law to open a certain road therein men¬ 
tioned, which was read and laid on the table. 



Mr Bates presented the account of the sheriff of Mobile county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts 
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Mr Bibb, from the committee on inland navigation, to which was re¬ 
ferred so much of the message of his Excellency Governor Murphy, 
as relates to the best mode of applying the funds arising from the sale of 
the lands granted to this State By Congress, for the improvement of the 
Tennessee and other rivers in this State, as likewise so much of Gover¬ 
nor Moore's message, as relates to the same subject, reported a bill to 
be entitled an act to appoint canal commissioners for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Tennessee river, and for other purposes, which 
was read a first time, and laid on the table. Ordered, that one hundred 
copies be printed for the use of the members of this House. 

Mr Ross presented the petition of sundry citizens of the township 
no. 13, Range no. 8, praying the passage of a law to authorize the sale of 
the 16th section in said township, which was read and referred to a select 
committee, consisting of messrs Ross, Robinson and Taylor. 

Mr Parsons, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution directing them to inquire into the propriety of so amending the 
laws as to authorize the circuit courts to grant final judgement upon writs 
of error from the county court, reported, that a bill upon the same sub¬ 
ject from the Senate, now before this House, has rendered any further 
report from said committee unnecessary ; in which report the House 
concurred. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the accounts of Fielding L. Withe, late jailer of Madison county, report¬ 
ed, that said accounts are not made out and authenticated according to 
law, and that some of the items as charged in said accounts, are not, in 
the opinion of the committee, chargeable on the State, and that the ac¬ 
counts ought not to be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. Mr. Moore moved that the report lie on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of Aaron Reddus, jailer of Limestone county, reported that the 
manner the said account is exhibited and authenticated, it ought not to be 
allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. Mr Coleman moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr Young, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the account of C. C. Thompson, sheriff, reported that said account 
ought not to be allowed ; that it does not yet appear that the same is 
chargeable upon the State; that it is not authenticates, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject, which was 
granted. 

Mr Mobley, from the committee on ways and means, to which was 
referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing by law the monies arising from tavern license, to be paid in¬ 
to the county treasury, reported that it is is inexpedient, to pass such a 
law, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was granted. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the committee of ways and means, to which was 
referred the petition of Adam Sheffield, sen, of St. Clair county, praying 
the establishment of a fair at his resident, for the disposal of stock and 
articles of domestic manufacture, reported that the prayer of the peti¬ 
tioner ought not to be granted, inasmuch as every citizen has the undis¬ 
puted right to offer for sale any article of his own making or raising, and 
the petitioner can, without any legislation on the subject of his petition, 
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establish a fair for the purposes therein, and the committee ask 

leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, which was 

gratned. 

Mr Mobley, from the committee of ways and means, to which was re¬ 
ferred the petition of the judge and commissioners of the county court 
of Butler county, reported that the prayer of the petitioners ought not to 
be granted, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Mims, from the committee on ways and means, to which was refer¬ 
red a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so 
altering the law respecting the assessing and collecting the taxes of this 
State, so as to make it the duty of the justices of the peace to assess, and 
the sheriffs to collect, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on that 
subject. Mr Barclay moved that the report lie on the table, which was 
lost. It was then concurred in by the House. 

Mr Penn, from the committee on ways and means, to which was refer¬ 
red a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of repeal¬ 
ing the law imposing a white poll tax, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate on the subject at this time; in which report the House con¬ 
curred. Yeas 36- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative ar Messrs 
Speaker, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Byrnes Clark, Coleman, Conner, Coop- 
wood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Fitts, Green, hays, Horton, King, Lane, Lawler, 

Ligon, Mims, Moore, Morrisette, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Pope, 
Richardson, Robinson, Ros, Roysdon, Weissinger, and Young- 36. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, 
Brown, Cole, Cook, Dennis, Durret, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldth- 
waite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Mardis, Massey, Mead, 
Metcalfe, Mobley, Murphree, Rather, Roulston, Russel, Ship, Smith Taylor, Van 
Dyke, Ward and Williams- 35. 

Mr Ross, from the committee on ways and means, to which was re¬ 
ferred a resolution directing an inquiry as to the expediency of authorizi- 
ing the judge of the county court, and commissioners of revenue and 
roads, to levy a tax on the amount of sales at auction, for county pur¬ 
poses, reported that it is inexpedient to pass such a law, and ask leave to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, which was 
granted. 

Mr Penn, from the committee on ways and means, to which was 
referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
passing ala more effectually to prevent extortion, reported that they 
deem the laws now in force amply sufficient, if properly executed, and 
therefore, consider it unnecessary to legislate further on the subject; in 
which report the House concurred. 

Mr Ellis, obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act amen¬ 
datory of the laws on the subject of bills of exchange, and other nego¬ 
tiable paper; which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Conner: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be 
instructed to examine, revise and amend, if necessary, the several 
statues of ths State, relative to the fees allowed to the various and 
different officers of the Sate and counties, with the view of consolidation 
the same into one general law, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Clark obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to pre¬ 
vent the clerks of the circuit and county courts of the county of Tuscal- 
loosa, from taxing a tax on executions issued in favor of the Bank of the 



State of Alabama, which was read and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 
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Mr Baker offered the following resolution : Resolved, That this House 
will, with the consent of the Senate, in the Representative Hall, at two 
o'clock this day, proceed to the election of a Comptroller for this State. 

Mr. Coopwood moved to amend it by striking out the words "two o'clock 
this day," with a view to insert Saturday next, at 12 o'clock ; a division 
of the question being called for, the votes was first taken on striking out, 
and carried. Mr. Moore moved to fill the blank with the words, "Friday 
12 o'clock," which was lost. Mr. Coopwood moved to lay it on the 
table, which was lost. Mr Fitts moved to fill the blank with the words 
"Thursday next, at 2 o'clock," which was lost. Mr. Bates moved to fill 
the blank with the words "to-morrow at two o'clock," which was carried. 

Mr Hudson moved to amend the resolution by adding the words "and 
Treasurer," which was carried. Mr Acklen moved that it lie on the 
table, which was lost. Mr Baker, who voted in the majority on the adop¬ 
tion of mr Hudson's amendment, moved to re-consider the vote, which 
was lost. The question again was on mr Acklen's motion, and lost. Mr 
Coopwood moved to postpone the further consideration of the resolution 
till 10 o'clock to-morrow, which was lost. Yeas 31- Nays 38. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bradford Brown Byrnes Clarke Cole Conner Coop¬ 
wood Curtis Dennis Ellis Goldthwaite Green Hays Hodges Jones King Law¬ 
ler Mims Moore Penn Richardson Russell Smith Van Dyke Ward Weissinger 
Williams and Young- 31 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks, Bates Bibb Brodnax 
Coleman Cook Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Hester Horton Hudson 
Jackson Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Mead Metcalfe Mobley Morrissett Murphree 
Oliver Parsons Perkins Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roys- 
don Ship and Taylor- 38. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Lyon. Mr. Speaker: 

The Senate have passed a bill and joint resolution which originated in 
their House, entitled an act to authorize notaries public of the several 
counties in this State to the acknowledgement or proofs of deeds and 
relinquishments of dower; ad joint resolution instructing our members 
in Congress, to oppose all measures to renew the charter of the Bank of 
the United States; in which they desire your concurrence. The concur 
in the resolution of your honorable body, proposing, with their consent, 
to go into the election of a Comptroller of public accounts and Treasurer 
of this Sate on to-morrow at 2 o'clock. 

The bill entitled an act to make it the duty of the State Treasurer to 
discharge the duties of president of the State Bank, was read a second 
time. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an ad¬ 
ditional section, no. 2, which was carried. Mr Goldthwaite moved that 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be dispensed with, 
and that the bill be considered as engrossed and read a third time forth¬ 
with, which was carried. The bill was then read a third time forthwith. 

Mr Penn moved to fill the blank in the second section with the words "five 
hundred." Mr Fearn moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill till Monday next, which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 48. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Banks Barclay Bates Bibb Brodnax Clark Cook Craig Dale Durrett 
Fearn Fitts Flournoy Hays Mead Mobley Oliver Robinson Ross Russell Smith 
Taylor- 23 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Bradford Brown 



Byrnes Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Curtis Dennis Ellis Forrest Goldth- 
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waite Green Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane 
Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims, Moore, Morrissett Murphree Parsons Penn 
Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Roulston Roysdon Ship Van Dyke Ward 
Weissinger Williams and Young- 46 

The question again was on Mr Penn's motion and lost. Mr Coop- 
wood moved to fill the blank with the words "three hundred,” which was 
lost. Yeas 20- Nays 50. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Coleman Conner Coopwood Curtis Flournoy Green Hodges 
Ligon Mardis Massey Moore Murphree Parsons Pope Roysdon Weissinger Wil¬ 
liams and Young- 20. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bibb 
Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Cook Craig Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Horton Hudson 
J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Mead Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrissett Oliver 
Penn Philpott Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Ship Smith 
Taylor Van Dyke and Ward- 50 

Mr Goldthwaite moved to fill up the blank with the words "two hu- 
dred and fifty,” which was lost. Mr Hudson moved to fill up the blank 
with the words "two hundred," which was carried. And the question 
being pt "shall this bill pass?" it was determined in the affirmative. 

Yeas 48- Nays 28. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Coleman Conner Coopwood 
Curtis Dennis Ellis Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hays Hester Hodges Horton 
Jackson King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Moore Mor¬ 
rissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Roulston 
Roysdon Ship Van Dyke Ward and Williams- 43 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Carclay Bates Bibb 
Clark Cole Cook Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy, Grigsby Hudson 
J ones Mead Mobley Penn Perkins Robinson Ross Russell Smith Taylor Wei- 
singer and Young- 28. 

Mr Bibb called up the bill entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of 
the State of Alabama over the Indian territory, lying within the limits of 
said State, and for other purposes. And then the House adjourned till 
to-morrow 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Wednesday, December 9, 1829. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Craig presented the account of the sheriff of Lauderdale county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Goldthwaite presented the petition on sundry inhabitants of Mont¬ 
gomery county, praying that a new county be formed out of a certain 
tract of county therein named, which was read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on county boundaries. 

A message from the senate by Mr Lyon. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, en¬ 
titled an act making appropriation for the payment of certain claims 
against the State of Alabama, and have amended the same by striking 
from the 3d section "five hundred," and inserting "three hundred and 
fifty,” in which they ask your concurrence. 

Mr Acklen presented the account of the jailer of Madison county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Bates presented the memorial of James G., Lyon, praying compen¬ 
sation of for extra services as clerk of the circuit court of Mobile county, 



which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances. 
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Mr Young from the committee on accounts to which was referred 
the account of William Y. Higgins, jailer, &c., reported that said account 
is not authenticated and presented as the law requires; that some items in 
said account are not in any event chargeable on the State, and ought not 
to be allowed, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. Mr Goldthwaite moved that the report lie on the table, 
which was carried. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the account of Michael Shaffer, jailer of Blount county, reported that 
the said account is not make out according to law, and that in the opin¬ 
ion of the committee, the most of the items as charged in said account, 
are not legally chargeable on the Stat treasury, and that said account 
ought not to be allowed ; and ask leave to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House of a communication from the State 
Architect, relating to the completion of the State Capitol, which was read 
and laid on th table. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the committee on the State of the republic, to 
which was referred a joint memorial, asking a donation of land to con¬ 
nect by canal the waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers, reported the 
same with the following amendment: add the words "it is believed," 
after the word "dollars,”: in the third line of the second page, in which 
amendments the House concurred. Mr Morrissette moved that the further 
consideration of the memorial be postponed till Monday next, which was 
lost. Yeas 9- Nays 61. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker, Bates, Conner, Fitts, Flournoy, Mobley, Morrisett, Oliver, and Vandyke. 

Those who voted in the negative ar Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Cook, Craig, 

Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Forrrest, Goldthawite, Green Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, 

Ligon, Mardis, Massey, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Murphree Parsons, Penn, 
Perkins, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, 
Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger Williams, and Young- 61. 

And the question being put" shall this memorial be adopted? " it ws 
determined in the affirmative. Yeas 67- Nays 2. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative ar messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes 
Clark Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Dur¬ 
rett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hes¬ 
ter Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massy 
Mead Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrissett Moore Murphree Parsons Penn Phil¬ 
pott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship 
Smith Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger Williams and Young- 67. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker And Oliver- 2. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Lyon. Mr Speaker:- I am in¬ 
structed to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate have read 
three several times and passed a bill originating with the Senate, to be 
entitled an act for the relief of J ames A. Thompson, Tax collector of Dal¬ 
las County, in which the concurrence of the House is are requested. 

Mr Clark offered the following preamble and resolution ; Whereas, on 
yesterday a bill passed this House, having for its object the consolidation 
of the office of President of the Bank of the State of Alabama, with that 



of State Treasurer, which bill has been sent to the Senate, and the deter- 
13 
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mination of that branch of the legislature for or against said measure, is 
is unknown to this House; and whereas there is a bill amongst the orders 
of the day of this House, to reduce the salary of the State Treasurer, to 
the sum of five hundred dollars per annum, which bill has not finally been 
acted upon in this body, nor the sense of the Senate known thereon: 

And whereas also, the public good does not require that the election of a 
State Treasurer and Comptroller of public accounts be gone into this 
day, as the constitutional terms of said officers are not yet expired; 

Therefore, Be it resolved, with the concurrence of the Senate, that the 
election of State Treasurer and Comptroller of public accounts, proposed 
and determined to be gone into this day, at the hour of 2 o'clock P.M. be 
postponed until Saturday next, at the hour of 3 o'clock, P.M. Mr 
Speaker decided that the resolution offered by mr Clark was out of order 
from which decision mr Clark appealed. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted sustaining the decision of 
the Speaker are as follows: messrs Ackler Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bibb 
Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coleman Conner Craig Curtis Dale 
Dennis Fdurrett Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester 
Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Mas¬ 
sey Mead Metcafe Mims Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver parsons Penn 
Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robonson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell 
Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger Williams and young 

Those who voted against the decision of the Chair are messrs Clark Coopwood 
and Flournoy. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon. Mr speaker: The Senate 
have postponed till the third day of J uly next, the bill which originated 
in the house of Representatives entitled an act to make it the duty o the 
State Treasurer to discharge the duties of President of the State Bank. 

The bill entitled an act prescribing the salary of State Treasurer, was 
read a second time: Mr Coopwood moved that the rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days, be dispensed with, an that it be consi¬ 
dered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith, which was lost. It 
was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A joint memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying a post¬ 
ponement of the sales of the public lands, in the county of J ackson was 
adopted. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On a call of the House, there were absent messrs Grigsby, Lane, Mims, 

Perkins, Pope, and Van Dyke. 

Mr Forrest moved that this House adjourn till to-morrow at 10 o'clock, 

A.M. which was lost. Yeas 18- Nays 49. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Barclay Bradford Brown Byrnes Clark Conner Coopwood Curtis 
Dennis Ellis Forrest Hodges King Richardson Russell Smith and Williams- 18. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Baker Banks Bates Bibb 
Brodnax Cole Coleman Cook Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy 
Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Lane 
Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey Mead Metcalfe Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree 
Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon 
Ship Taylor Ward Weissinger and young- 50. 

Mr Fearn offered the following resolution: Resolved, That he com¬ 
mittee on the State Capitol be instructed to inquire into the property of 
purchasing for the use of the State, the two lots which lie north of, and 
nearest to the State Capitol ; and in the event they should consider the 
purchase of said lots necessary, they shall be required to confer with the 



owners thereof, and ascertain the prices at which they cannot be purchased 
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with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Mr Rather moved that the 
further consideration of the resolution be postponed till the first day of 
J une next, which was carried. 

Bills of the following titles to wit: an act to alter the time of holding 
the fall term of Pike county court; an act to authorize sheriffs to take 
recognizances in certain cases, were severally read a second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to authorize the orphan's court to sell the 
perishable property of infant legatees, &c., was read a second time, and 
referred to the judiciary committee. 

On motion of mr Penn: Resolved, that the Senate be informed that 
this house is now ready to proceed to the election of a Treasurer and 
Comptroller, and that they be invited to attend. 

Mr Clark moved that the House adjourn till to-morrow at 10 o'clock, 

A.M. which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 47. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bradford Brown Byrnes Clark Conner Coopwood 
Curtis Dennis Ellis Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby Hodges J ones King Mims 
Richardson, Russell Van Dyke and Weissinger- 23. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bates Bibb Broadnax 
Cole Coleman Cook Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Green Hays 
Hester Horton Hudson Jackson Lane Lawler, Ligon Mardis Massey Mead Met¬ 
calfe Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Ship Smtih Taylor Ward Williams 
and Young- 47. 

The bill entitled an act to permit David J ohnson to emancipate a cer¬ 
tain slave therein named, was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on the state of the Republic. 

The Senate having repaired to the hall of the House of Representatives, 
and taken their seats, the two Houses proceeded to the election of a 
comptroller of public accounts, George W. Crabb, and Samuel Pickens 
being in nomination: 

Those who voted for Mr Crabb are, Mr President, Abercrombie, Anderson 
Conner, Edmondson, Garth, Hubbard, J ackson, Morton, Perry and Wood. Reps, 

Messrs Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Coleman, Cook, Craig, Durrett, Fearn, 
Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Hays, Hester, Horton, J ackson, Lane, Ligon, Mardis, 

Massey, Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Penn, Perkins, 

Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith and Taylor. 

Those who voted for Mr Pickens are, Messrs Crawford, Evans, Hogan, Irwin, 
Moore, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall and Watkins, Reps. Mr Speaker Acklen, 

Barclay, Bradford, Brown Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, 

Ellis, Goldthwaite, Greene, Grigsby, Hodges, Hudson, Jones, King, Lawler, Mims, 
Moore, Parsons, Richardson, Roulston, Russell, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, 

Williams and Young. 

George W. Crabb, having received a majority of votes, was declared by 
Mr Speaker to be duly elected Comptroller of public accounts. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a State Treasurer, Will¬ 
iam G. Parish and Hardin Perkins, Esquires, being in nomination. For mr 
Parish 36-mr Perkins 55 votes. 

Those who voted for mr Parish are messrs Conner, Crawford, Evans, Hogan, 
Hubbard, Irwin, Moore, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Reps. Mr speaker Bar¬ 
clay, Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Coopwood, Dennis, Ellis, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, 

Hodges, Hudson, King, Lane, Lawler, Massey, Moore, Rather, Richardson, 

Roulston, Russell, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, and Williams. 



Those who voted for mr Perkins are Mr President, Abercrombie, Anderson, 
Edmondson, Garth, Jackson, Morton, Walthall, Watkins, Wood, Reps. Messrs 
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Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, Coleman, 
Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Greene, Flays, 
Hester, Horton, Jackson, Jones, Ligon, Mardis, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, 
Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Robinson, Ross, 
Roysdon, Ship, Taylor, Weissinger and Young. 

Mr Perkins having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, therefore, 
declared him duly elected State Treasurer for the ensuing twelve months. 

The Senate withdrew; and then the house adjourned to 10 o'clock 
tomorrow. 

Thursday, Dec. 10, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Flournoy presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Pickens 
County, praying the passage of a law to open a certain road therein named 
which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr Mobley presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Clark 
county, praying the passage of a law to appoint commissioners to view 
and mark out a road, running from the present state road, commencing 
from a point at or near Greensborough, the nearest and best route by Lin¬ 
den, crossing the Tombeckbe river at Coffeeville, thence the most direct 
route practicable for carriages in high states of the water, to Mobile; 
which was read, and referred to the committee on roads bridges and ferries. 

Mr Mead presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Walker 
county, praying to be attached to Blount county, which was read and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Marengo county, praying an alteration n the boundary lines between 
said county and the county of Greene, which was read and referred to 
the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Conner presented sundry petitions on the subject of county boun¬ 
daries. which were severally read and referred to the committee on coun¬ 
ty boundaries. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying that all that part of Wilcox county, west of the Alabama 
river, be attached to Marengo county, which was read and referred to the 
committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Morrisett presented the petition of sundry citizens of Monroe 
county, praying that an election precinct be established at Bell's landing, 
in said county, which was read and referred to the committee on privi¬ 
leges and elections. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county bound- 
daries, to which was referred sundry resolutions instructing them to in¬ 
quire into the expediency of altering and arranging the boundaries of the 
different counties of this State, so as to make the Warrior and Alabama 
rivers the natural boundaries of counties, respectfully Report, That the 
subject referred to their consideration is one of various complexity, and 
calculated in its nature to produce much excitement of feeling among 
the citizens of the different counties proposed to be affected. For not 
only the interests and rights of a great number of our citizens are in¬ 
volved in it, but also the relation in which those citizens have for a long 
time stood towards each other; their county associations, contracts, 
funds, expenditures, privileges, and responsibilities, are proposes to be 
more or less affected. 

A subject of so delicate a nature, well deserves the most serious con¬ 
sideration of the legislature, and has engaged the fullest attention and de¬ 
liberation of your committee. After a patient investigation they are 




101 


confident of the impracticability of satisfying the complaints of all the 
citizens, and of remedying all the inconveniences to which they are liable. 

The geographic charter of the State, intersected by many river, run¬ 
ning in almost every direction, renders it utterly impossible. And if 
there were no natural impediments, it would still be obvious, that no ar¬ 
rangement could be made in the formation of counties, which would be 
satisfactory to all those living near the extremeties and boundary lines 
For reasons and experience teach, that although they may seem to acqui¬ 
esce in their situation, they will be at all times ready to solicit and sanc¬ 
tion any alteration by which it will be improved. 

The inconvenience of crossing rivers to reach a seat of justice, is one 
of serious magnitude; but one, which, in the opinion of your com¬ 
mittee, ought not to induce such a course of legislation, in the attempt to 
remove it, as will also seriously injury other counties, by subjecting their 
citizens to inconveniences of nearly equal magnitude. For it is to be 
considered, that those sections of the State whose inhabitants are com¬ 
pelled to cross rivers to get to their seats of justice, and who complain 
most loudly of the grievances under which they labor, are occupied by 
the wealthier part of the community, owning lands more highly fertilized 
by the very circumstance of these rivers flowing through them, and en¬ 
joying many circumstances advantages, by a ready navigation, not possessed 
by the people of those counties whose situation they propose to disturb. 

They require them to disorganize themselves, to abandon their court 
houses and other public edifices they have constructed, to change their 
present roads and make new roads, to surrender the best and most popu¬ 
lous parts of their counties, and with the residue to connect themselves 
with new communities and establish new counties, which in many case 
will embrace a spare ad scattered population, totally unable to erect com¬ 
modious buildings for public purposes. 

Your committee would further remark, that this inconvenience of 
crossing rivers, is, in many instances an objection of minor importance 
to the citizens; particularly in those sections of the country, where the 
citizens reside in the immediate forks and the large bonds of rivers and 
are nevertheless nearer to a seat of justice on the opposite side, than they 
could possibly expect to be on their own, in any probable division of 
their counties ; for there are many cases in which is would be more con¬ 
venient for them to cross rivers near them, than to be compelled to cross 
two or three large and almost impassable creeks, perhaps as difficult in 
their passage as any of our rivers. 

Your committee, although they do not believe that the advantages to 
be realized by the adoption of such a measure, are sufficient to counter¬ 
balance the injury that will be done to the State in general, nevertheless 
find much difficulty in giving a detailed report, exhibiting the different ad¬ 
vantages and injuries that will be received by the different sections of the 
State, if such a course should be pursued ; they will, therefore, only 
endeavor to give a general synopsis of the effects, that in their opinion, 
will be produced in some of the counties. 

The county which would be crated by the annexation of that part of 
Greene, east of the Warrior, to the western part of the county of Perry, 
would embrace a singularly rich section of country; but it is believed, that 
neither a majority of the citizens in the part of Greene or Perry which 
would thus be united, would be as well satisfied as they now are ; nor 
would their situation as individuals be improved. It must, however, be 
admitted, that, as a community, they would own a county exceedingly 
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rich in comparison with those around them. By a division of Greene, 
the fork part of that county, would be relieved from the inconvenience 
of crossing the Warrior, but in almost every direction from the centre of 
the new county which would there be formed with the southern part of 
Pickens, the citizens would have to cross many large creeks and swamps. 
This new county too, would also embrace a rich section of country, and 
would admit of a dense population. But the new county which would be 
formed of the northern part of Pickens, with a part of Fayette and Tus¬ 
caloosa would be extremely poor. 

The county of Fayette would be seriously injured. It has not a great 
deal of good land, and would be compelled to yield one of its richest and 
mos populous neighborhoods to Pickens, yet by no means compensating 
Pickens for the more extensive, rich and populous part of her county 
given to Greene. A still greater injury would be done to Fayette, by 
removing it seat of justice from a little neighborhood of rich land, 
which fortunately by nature has been fixed near the centre of that county, 
and placing it at a site in a barren wilderness, among barren and broken 
hills, at a point almost inaccessible and impervious. That county has a 
handsome and flourishing village at her present seat of justice, which 
would be ruined by a removal of her court house; and she has appopria- 
ated a large sum of money, when her population and wealth is consi¬ 
dered, in the building of a good and substantial jail, and a brick court 
house, which would be entirely lost to her. 

The county of Walker could not be benefited, but would be seriously 
injured, as she would yield so much of her territory to Fayette, which 
although thinly inhabited, would be a loss to her of such serious conse¬ 
quence, that it is doubtful whether she would have a population sufficient 
in a great number of years to entitled her to a representative in the legis¬ 
lature. 

The people of the eastern part of Perry would still labor under the in¬ 
convenience of crossing the Cahawba river, to get to the seat of justice in 
the county to which they would be attached. And the citizens of this 
new county, besides being made subject to the inconvenience and labor 
of cutting new roads, would be put to the expense of erecting new public 
buildings. The citizens of Perry have expended between twelve and 
twenty thousand dollars in constructing public buildings and other im¬ 
provements at their present seat of justice, in a quarter section of land, 
purchases of the general government, at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre, under a pre-emption right granted to them by congress, on the 
espress condition, that the seat of justice of that county should continue 
on that quarter section; the proposed division would subject those citi¬ 
zens to a forfeiture of nearly the whole amount of the sum they have ex¬ 
pended in the improvement of their seat of justice, an of the increased 
value of that quarter section by means of such improvements. If they 
should be forced to incur a forfeiture, they would have a reasonable and 
just claim upon this State for remuneration and indemnity. 

The county of Greene too, has expended a large sum of money in 
erecting suitable public buildings at Erie, by the reasonable expecta¬ 
tion which its citizens heretofore entertained, that their seat of justice 
would continue at that place. 

The citizens of the eastern part of Dallas would be relieved from 
crossing the Alabama river to get to their seat of justice, but those citizens 
who live in a convenient distance of Cahawba, their present seat of justice, 
whether on the western or eastern side of the Alabama, it is believed 



would not be benefitted or satisfied with the proposed arrangement. 
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Your committee forbear to particularize and enumerate the advantages 
and disadvantages that would arise to other counties by the division pro¬ 
posed, believing that they have already said enough to shew that it would 
be attended with the political destruction of the present counties of Perry, 
Pickens and Fayette- and that more mischief an injury than good must 
inevitably result from the adoption of the propositions. And also, that 
the people of Greene and Dallas, among whom these propositions have 
been most favored, are by no means unanimous in their support. Your 
committee, therefore, propose the adoption of the following resolution 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to make the Alabama and Warrior 
rivers the basis for the re-organization and formation of counties, by 
natural boundaries. 

Mr Speaker moved that the report lie on the table which was carried. 

Mr Forrest from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to which 
was referred the petition on sundry citizens of Shelby county, and also the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby and St. Clair counties, reported 
that in the opinion of the committee the county court of Shelby county 
is the proper tribunal to which the parties should apply for redress of 
their grievances, and that any legislative interference on the subject would 
be impolitic and improper, and ask leave to be discharged from the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the subject. Mr Lawler moved, that the report lie 
on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Bates from the select committee, to which was referred the petition 
of the mayor and aldermen of the city of Mobile, reported a bill to be 
entitled, an act to authorize the corporate of the city of Mobile to raise 
and organize engine and hook and ladder fire companies in the said city 
and for other purposes ; which was read and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by mr Lyon: Mr Speaker, the Senate have 
passed a bill which originated in their house, entitled, an act explanatory 
of the laws on the subject of solicitor's fees in suits in chancery, in which 
they desire your concurrence. They have also passed a bill, which ori¬ 
ginated in the House of Representatives, entitled, an act to repeal in part 
and amend an act entitled an act to establish and improve a certain road 
therein mention, approved, J anuary 13th, 1829. 

Mr Richardson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act 
to change and designate the boundaries of certain counties therein named, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Coopwood offered the following preamble and resolution: Whereas 
it has been represented to this General Assembly by the late Governor of this 
State, in his last message, that the high standing of the State for integrity 
and correctness of conduct in her pubic acts, has been impaired by the pro¬ 
ceedings of the last General Assembly of this State, and the conduct of 
the commissioners to select and value the 400,000 acres of land, granted 
to this State for the purpose of internal improvement; And whereas, it 
is the duty of the General Assembly, to protect the character and reputa¬ 
tion of the State, and to expose to public inspection and scrutiny, all acts 
of the State, in relation to said land, and as far as possible, to bring to 
public view the causes which have produced or could produce any impres¬ 
sion abroad, prejudicial to the character of the State or its councils : And 
whereas, it may be probable that the remarks of editors upon the subject 
above mentioned, may have given rise to the very great excitement and 
distrust that is abroad in relation to the conduce of the General Assembly, 
or any member thereof, or the commissioners above mentioned, in the 



disposal of said lands : And whereas, Thomas J. Sumner, senior editor 
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of the "Democrat" a paper printed in Huntsville, has stated in his pa¬ 
per of the 30th of October last, that it was a tissue of iniquity from its in¬ 
ception in the Legislature, to its completion by the commissioners, and 
that it was a second edition of the Yazoo purchase corrected and amend¬ 
ed by the State of Alabama : And whereas it is reasonable to presume, 
and would make that impression abroad, that the said Thomas J. Sumner, 
editor as aforesaid, has in his possession satisfactory testimony of the 
truth of his assertions, which testimony if brought fully and fairly before 
the public, would at one confirm the unfavorable impression against the 
State, or relieve her and her councils from the odium which now seems to 
rest upon them: Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and House of Rep¬ 
resentatives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, That 
the joint committee elected to examine into the conduct and proceedings 
of the commissioners appointed to select and value the 400,000 acres of 
land granted to this State for internal improvement, be instructed to 
cause to come before them without delay, Thomas J. Sumner, editor of 
the democrat, a paper published in the town of Huntsville, and command 
him to bring with him all testimony or evidence of which he is possess¬ 
ed in relation to any of the subjects above recited, which may have any 
tendence to convict the State of fraud, and of correcting and amending 
the odious Yazoo speculation, and all proofs in relation to any miscon¬ 
duct on the part of the State of Alabama or any of her agents or officers 
in the passage of the law for the disposal of the lands above mentioned 
or subsequent to its passage. Mr Penn moved that the further consider¬ 
ation of the preamble and resolution be postponed until the first day of 
J une next, which was carried. Yeas 55- Nays 16. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, 

Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flour¬ 
noy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Jackson, Jones, King, 

Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, 

Penn, Perkins, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Rus¬ 
sel, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young- 55. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Durret, 
Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, Mead, Metcalfe, Richardson, Ship, Smith 
and Van Dyke. 

A message was received from the Governor by James I. Thornton. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Dec. 9, 1829. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives- The law 
authorizing the Executive to issue writs of election to fill vacancies which 
may occur in your honorable body, by death, resignation, or otherwise 
during the session of the General Assembly, being susceptible of doubt as to 
the time of notice required to be given under such circumstances, I res¬ 
pectfully recommend to your honorable body the propriety of an enact¬ 
ment providing for emergencies of ths character. I need not disguise the 
fact that the late election of a member of your honorable body to fill 
the office of Treasurer of the State, whereby the county of Tuscaloosa 
in rendered liable to be deprived of the services of one of it Representa¬ 
tives for some time in the present session at least, provided one months 
notice of the time of holding in election to fill the vacancy, as is required by 
law in relation to the general elections, shall be deemed necessary in this 
case, is the immediate cause of this special communication. I have the 
honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant. 

GABRIEL MOORE. 



Ordered, That the communication lie on the table. 
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Mr Ellis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act amen¬ 
datory of the laws of this State, on the subject of elections of members of 
the General Assembly, which was read a first time. Mr Ells moved 
that the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be dispensed 
and that the bill be read a second time forthwith, which was carried ; it 
was then read a second time forthwith. Mr. Ellis moved that the rule be 
further dispensed with, that it be considered as engrossed, and read a third 
time forthwith, which was carried ; it was then read a third time forthwith 
and passed : Ordered, that the titled be as aforesaid, ordered that the same 
be sent to the Senate for concurrence. And then the House adjourned 
to 10 o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 

Friday, December 11th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Bradford presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St Clair 
county, praying to establish the lines between the counties of St. Clair and 
Jefferson, which was read and referred to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries. 

Mr Brown presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jefferson 
county, praying that the boundaries of said county remain as they are now 
established, which was read and referred to the committee on county 
boundaries. 

Mr Russel presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jackson 
county, praying the passage of a law to turnpike a certain road therein 
named, which was read and referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs Russel, Forrest and Massey. 

Mr Mims presented the account of the sheriff of Baldwin county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Pope made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred, the bill entitled an act to amend the laws now in force, con¬ 
cerning the establishing of ferries, have according to order, had the 
same under consideration, and have amended the bill by adding the pro¬ 
viso herewith submitted, to come in at the end of the 1st section ; they 
have also amended the bill further, by adding thereto an additional 
in all of which, the committee respectfully ask the concurrence of this 
House: Ordered, that the House concur in the amendment to the bill by 
adding the proviso. Mr Durrett moved to amend the amendment, by ad¬ 
ding thereto the following proviso : Provided, that this act shall not be so 
construed as to have any bearing as to the final title of the soil, which was 
lost. Ordered, that the House disagree to the amendment, by adding 
thereto an additional section. Mr Weissinger moved to amend the bill by 
adding an additional section. Mr Lawler moved to refer the bill to the 
committee on roads, bridges and ferries, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon: Mr Speaker, the Senate have 
passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled, 
an act amendatory of the laws of this State, on the subject of elections of 
members of the General Assembly, and have amended the same in the 
manner herewith shewn, in which they ask the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives : Ordered, that the House concur in the several amend¬ 
ments made by the Senate to said bill. 

Mr Coleman from the committee on the State Capitol, to which was refer¬ 
red a resolution instructing them to inquire into the cause of the vibration 
and confusion of sound by speaking in the Representative Hall, that they 
confer with the State Architect on that subject, as well as the means by 
which it may be remidied, reported that the statement lately submitted to 
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the House by the State Architect, contains all the information the com¬ 
mittee have been able to obtain on the subject embraced in said resolu¬ 
tion, and ask leave to be discharged form the further consideration 
thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Ellis from the select committee, to which was referred a bill to be 
entitled, an act to incorporate the Sims' female academy, in the town of 
Tuscaloosa, reported the following amendments after the words : "trustees" 
in the 7th line of the 1st section, insert the following, "so as not to exceed 
in the whole, fifteen" in the 4th line of the 3d section, after the words 
"personal" insert the following, "not exceeding twenty thousand dollars." 

Mr Clark moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
till Monday next, which was carried. 

Mr Goldthwaite asked leave to be discharged from the committee ap¬ 
pointed to examine the office of Treasurer, which was granted. Ordered, 
that Mr Pope be added to said committee. 

Mr Bibb called up the bill entitled, an act to appoint canal commission¬ 
ers for the improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river and for 
other purposes. It was ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hodges called up the joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Alabama, proposing amendments to the constitution, so as 
to have biennial sessions of the General Assembly thereof, which was or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Van Dyke obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act 
to alter the times of holding the county courts of the county of Dallas, 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Conner called a bill entitled, an act appointing commissioners 
to mark out a road through that part of Pike county now occupied by the 
Creek Indians and for other purposes, which was referred to a select com¬ 
mittee consisting of Messrs Conner, Parsons and Jackson. 

Mr Perkins moved to add Mr Banks to the select committee, to which 
was referred the petition of the inhabitants of 16th section, township 20, 
range 5, west, of Tuscaloosa, which was carried. 

Mr Coopwood moved to add Mr Clark to the committee on the State 
Capitol, which was carried. 

Mr Craig offered the following : Resolved, that the following be adopt¬ 
ed as the standing rule of this House. At the hour of twelve on each day 
the Speaker shall announce the same, and proceed upon the orders of the- 
day, unless reached at an earlier hour. 

On motion of Mr Ellis, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the charter of the Bank of 
the State of Alabama, as to limit the number of directors to six, and al¬ 
low them compensation for their services. 

On motion of Mr Robinson, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of expediency of authorizing the 
county surveyor to appoint deputy surveyors, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr Mardis called up the bill entitled, an act to protect honesty and 
punish frauds. 

On motion of Mr Philpott, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of taking from the office of sheriff, 
the administration on the estates of intestates, and giving the same to the 
office of the coroner. 

Mr Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
authorize a road from the north east corner of the Capitol square, in the 
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town of Tuscaloosa, to the Warrior river, where the western boundary of 
said town intersects the same, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Barclay obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
designate the boundaries of Jackson county, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ligon called up the joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 
constitution, so as to render the sheriffs re-eligible. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act for the relief of J ames A. 
Thompson, tax collector of Dallas county, was read a first time. Mr Tay¬ 
lor moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
dispensed with ant that it be read a second time forthwith, which was 
carried. The bill was then read second time forthwith. Mr Taylor 
then moved that the rule be further dispensed, and that it be read a third 
time forthwith, which was carried. The bill was then read a third time 
forthwith and passed : Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid : Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. The bill entitled, 
an act in relation to the fees of sheriffs an clerk so that circuit and county 
courts of this State ; was read a second time. Mr Coopwood moved to 
amend the bill by way of the following proviso, Provided, the commis¬ 
sioners court shall not make any allowance to sheriffs for their ex-officio 
services to exceed one hundred dollars. Mr Clark moved that the bill 
be referred to a select committee, whereupon Messrs Clark, Goldthwaite, 
Parsons Ligon were appointed said committee. 

Mr Morrisett from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, that they 
have examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles: A 
bill amendatory of the laws of this State, on the subject of elections of 
members of the General Assembly, and a bill to alter the times of holding 
the county courts of Jefferson county. 

The bill entitled, an act to give the decrees of the orphan's court on 
final settlements, the force and effect of judgements at law, was read a 
second time and referred to the judiciary committee to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

Engrossed bill entitled, an act to amend an act passed the 13th day of 
January, 1826, entitled, an act to establish a permanent road from Flor¬ 
ence, in the county of Lauderdale, to Athens, in the county of Limestone, 
was read a third time and passed : Ordered, that the titled be as aforesaid ; 
Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon: Mr Speaker the Senate have 
passed a bill which originated in their House, entitled, an act more effect¬ 
ually to secure trials in capital cases by impartial juries, in which they 
desire your concurrence. They have also passed a joint resolution to au¬ 
thorize the building committee to procure the necessary furniture for the 
executive rooms in the State Capitol, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, and have amended the same by adding a proviso thereto 
limiting the amount to be expended, in which they desire your concurrence. 

The bill entitled, an act more effectually to prevent the circulation of 
what are termed change bills, being on its second reading, Mr Coleman 
moved to amend the bill by striking out the words "and imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding one month nor less than one week, Mr Coop- 
wood moved to amend Mr Coleman's amendment, by striking out the 
words "nor less than one week,” which was carried. The question was 
again, on Mr Coleman's amendment, and carried. Mr Coleman moved 



to amend the bill by way of the following proviso : Provided, that nothing 
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herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent the persons who 
have already issued such bills to redeem the same, or to prevent such per¬ 
sons as may be the holders thereof, from presenting them to the drawer 
for payment. Mr Morrisett moved, that the further consideration of 
the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was lost. Mr Rather moved to 
amend Mr Coleman's amendment with the following words : "at any time 
before or after the first day of J une next," which was carried, the ques¬ 
tion was then, on the adoption of Mr Coleman's amendment as amended 
and carried. Mr Craig moved to amend the 1st section by adding the 
words, “knowing at the time that he, she or they are wholly or in part 
unable to pay the same," which was lost. Mr Craig moved to strike out 
the words "promissory notes," which was lost. Yeas 17- Nays 53. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Clark, Cole, Craig, Durrett, Ellis, Jones, Lawler, Mardis, Metcalfe, Mobley, 

Robinson, Skip, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young- 17. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, BAr- 
Clay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner, Cook, 

Green, Coogpowwd, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldth- 
waite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, King, Lane, 

Ligon, Massey, Mead, Mims, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, 
Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Taylor 
and Williams- 53. 

Mr Lawler moved to strike out the words "not less than fifty" which 
was lost. Mr Lawler moved to strike out the words "two hundred," 
which was lost. Mr Ellis moved to strike out the second section- and 
the House adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Saturday, December 12, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Massey presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
county, praying the passage of a law to authorize Edward Royster, to 
build a toll bridge over Yellow Leaf creek, where the Stat road crosses 
said creek, leading from Tuscaloosa to Kimulga and Coosa river in Shel¬ 
by county, which was read and referred to a select committee consisting 
of messrs Massey, Bradford, Forrest, and Brown to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying that the county boundaries remain as they are, which was 
read and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying that the eastern boundary of said county be extended to 
the Alabama river, which was read and referred to the committee on 
county boundaries. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying that the Alabama river be the dividing line between the 
said county and county of Wilcox, which was read and referred to the 
committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Pope presented the memorial of Daniel Nann, guardian of Robert 
Lyon, praying the passage of a law to authorize the sale of a certain 
negro slave named Moses, which was read and referred to the judiciary 
committee to consider and report thereon. 

Ordered, that Mr Flournoy have leave to absence until Thursday next. 

Mr Curtis presented the petition of the judge and commissioners of 
revenue and roads of Covington county, praying the passage of a law to 
authorize the building of a jail of said county, which was read and refer- 



red to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Taylor, from the committee on the military, to which was referred 
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a resolution directing them to inquire into the expediency of exempting 
non slave holders from the discharge of patrol duty, reported that it is 
inexpedient to pass such law. Mr Coleman moved that the report lie 
on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Clarke county, reported that it is inexpedient to 
pass such a law, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consi¬ 
deration of the subject. Mr Mobley moved that the report lie on the 
table, which was lost. The committee were then discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Mr Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion directing them to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
militia and patrol laws of this State, that the appointment of patrols and 
keeping of the same, shall devolve on the senior justice of the peace of 
each beat, reported that it is unnecessary and inexpedient to pass such a 
law. Mr Bibb moved that the report lie on the table , which was carried. 

Mr Conner, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act appointing commissioners to mark out a road through 
part of Pike county, now occupied by the Creek I ndians, and for other 
purposes, reported a substitute in lieu thereof which was adopted. Mr 
Fearn moved to strike out the fourth section of the bill. Mr Baker 
moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed till Tuesday 
next, which was carried. 

Mr Conner made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred the resolution, requiring them to revise and amend, if neces¬ 
sary, the rules for the government of this House, have had the same un¬ 
der consideration, and have instructed me to report to this house the fol¬ 
lowing amendments, viz: In the third rule, and third lien, strike out the 
words "of an opinion that,” and insert "in favor of:” In the sixteenth 
rule third line, after the word "certain,” insert "not beyond one week” 
third line same rule strike out the word 'lie,: and insert "lay:” eigh¬ 
teenth rule, second lien, strike out "put” and insert "taken:” twentieth 
rule, substitute- the Speaker shall appoint the following standing commit¬ 
tees, on the first or second day of the session, which committees shall not 
be composed of more than seven members, unless otherwise ordered by 
the House, viz : a committee on the judiciary ; a committee of ways 
and means; a committee on the state of the republic ; a committee on 
education; a committee on internal improvement: a committee on pro¬ 
positions and grievances; a committee on accounts ; a committee on 
military affairs ; a committee on public building, and a committee on 
the State Bank. The Speaker shall also appoint all select committees, 
unless otherwise ordered by the House. For the 23d rule substitute the 
following, viz: upon a motion for a call of the House, the names of the 
members shall be called over by the clerk, the time of day, and the absen¬ 
tees without leave notes ; who shall by order of those present, (if fifteen 
in number,) be forthwith sent for, and one hour thereafter, the named of 
the absentees shall be again called ; which call shall not operate as a sus¬ 
pension of any business of he House, other than the subject upon which 
the call was made, which shall be immediately acted upon after the 
second call of the House, and the House shall not adjourn unless two 
thirds concur by yeas and nays, until the absent members shall have ren¬ 
dered their excuses ; provided the excuses are made within one hour; 
and if any member or members fail to give a sufficient excuse, his or 
their absence shall be stated on the journal, and that no sufficient cause 
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of absence was shewn to the House. To the twenty-fourth rule make the 
following addition, viz : when the hour of twelve o'clock of each day shall 
arrive, the Speaker shall announce the same; when the orders of the day 
shall be taken up and acted upon, unless the House further suspend them 
An additional rule to come in as rule 41, viz : No resolution or memo- 
rail shall be required to be read three times, unless such resolution or 
memorial shall have for its object the appropriations of any monies in the 
treasury shall operate as a law, or shall require the approval of the Go¬ 
vernor. Rule 42nd the House shall convene at 10 o'clock, A.M. of each 
day, and shall continue in session until two o'clock P. M. unless al the 
orders of the day shall first have been disposed of, or unless two thirds 
of all the members present, shall by yeas and nays determine to adjourn. 
Rule 43d, the rule now 41 as printed in the rules. 

A message from the Senate, by mr Lyon. Mr speaker: The Senate 
have passed bills which originated in their house, entitled an act to fix 
the time for convening the General Assembly of the State of Alabama ; 
and an act to extend the time for final settlement of the accounts of 
the tax collector of Morgan county ; in which they desire the concurrence 
of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr Flournoy: Resolved, that the committee on county 
boundaries be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making the 
line dividing townships 23 and 24, the southern boundary of Pikens, com¬ 
mencing at a pont eastwardly, and running westwardly until said line 
strikes the Sipsey river, thence down said river to its junction with the 
Tombeckbe, and thence due west to the State line of Mississippi. 

Mr Clark offered the following : Resolved, That one hundred copies 
of the report made heretofore, of the committee on county boundaries, 
be printed for the use of this House, and that said report and all other 
reports and bills relative to the same subject, which have been or may be 
introduced into this House, be made the special order of the day for Fri¬ 
day next. Mr Lawler moved that the resolution lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the law now in force in relation to the change of venue in civil 
causes, and for other purposes ; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading on Monday next. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford and J ack Shackleford, for 
stationery printing and other expenses, incurred in the land office at Court 
land, which was read and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Goldthwaite called up the bill entitled an act to establish the su¬ 
preme court of the State of Alabama. 

Mr Parsons called up the joint memorial to the Congress of the Uni¬ 
ted States, asking relief for the purchasers of public land, and for other 
purposes. Mr Craig moved that the further consideration of the memo¬ 
rial be postponed until Tuesday next, which was carried. 

Mr Brodnax called up the resolution from the Senate, proposing that 
the General Assembly will adjourn on the 24th instant. Mr Durrett 
moved that the further consideration of the resolution be postponed to 
the 29th instant, which was carried. 

Mr. Moore called up the resolution entitled joint resolution to autho¬ 
rize the building committee to procure the necessary furniture for the 
Executive rooms in the State Capitol. Mr Forrest moved to amend the 
amendment made by the Senate, by striking out the word "five," with a 
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view insert "two." A division of the question being called for, the 
the votes was first taken on striking out, and carried. Yeas 40- Nays 28. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Bates Bradford Brodnax brown Byrnes Clark Cole Cook Curtis Dennis 
Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hester Flodges Hudson J ackson 
Jones Lane Lawler Mardis Massey Mead Metclfe Mbley Morrisett Murphree 
Philpott Rather Ross Roysdon ship Smith Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and 
Young- 40 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Barclay Bibb 
Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Grisgby Hays 
Horton King Ligon Moore Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson 
Roulston Russel Taylor and Williams- 28 

Mr Ligon moved to fill the blank with the word "four,” which was 
lost. Yeas 33- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay Bibb Byrnes Coleman Conner Coopwood 
Craig Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Grigsby Hays Hodges Horton King Ligon 
Massey Moore Oliver Parsons Penn philpott Pope Richardson Robinson Bus- 
ston Russell Taylor and Williams- 33 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Bates Bradford Brodnax 
Brown Clark Cole Cook Curtis Dennis Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite 
Green Hester Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Mardis Mead Metcalfe Mob¬ 
ley Morrisett Murphree Rather Ross Roysdon Ship Smith Van Dyke Ward 
Weissinger and Young- 31. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved to fill the blank with the words “three hun- 
red and seventy-five," which was carried. Yeas 38- Nays 31. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay Bates Bibb Byrnes Coleman Conner Cook Coop¬ 
wood Craig Dale Durrett Ellis Feran Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hodges 
Horton King Lane Ligon Massey Moore Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Russell Richardson Robinson Roulston Taylor and Williams- 38 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Bradford Brodnax Brown 
Clark Cole Curtis Dennis Fitts Flournoy Forrest Hester Hudson Jackson 
Jones Lawler Mardis Mead Metcalfe Mobley Morrisett Murphree Rather Ross 
Roysdon Ship Smith Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and Young- 31. 

The rule proposed by mr Craig on yesterday, was, on motion of mr 
Conner, laid on the table. 

On motion of mr Bradford: Resolved, that the committee on county 
boundaries be instructed to inquire into the boundary lines of St. Clair 
County, and see whether or nor the said county contains its constitutional 
limits, and if not, what is the deficit, and that the same committee report 
the result of their inquiries back to this House. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Lyon., Mr Speaker: the Senate 
have passed bills which originated in their House, entitled an act to re¬ 
peal in part an act entitled an act regulating judicial proceedings in certain 
cases, passed the 18th day of December 1811, and for other purposes: 
an act to repeal an act concerning roads highways bridges and ferries, in 
in the county of Mobile, approved December 24, 1824 ; an act to amend 
an act for the government of the port and harbor of Mobile, passed De¬ 
cember 23 ; 1822 ; an act to authorize the trustees of the university of 
the State of Alabama to reduce the price of the unsold university lands 
in this State; and an act to change the mode of paying jurors in certain 
counties therein mentioned, in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also passed a bill and joint memorial which originated in the 



House of Representatives, entitled act concerning the dismissal of 
suits at common law ; and a joint memorial asking a donation of land to 
connect by canal the waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers. 
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The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. The House 
resumed the consideration of mr Ellis' motion to strike out the second 
section of a bill entitled an act effectually to prevent the circulation 
of what are termed change bills or tickets, which was carried. Yeas 49- 
Nays 17. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker Banks, Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes 
Clark Cole Conner Craig Dale Dennis Durrett, Ellis Fitts Flournoy Goldth- 
waite, Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler 
Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mobley More Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Pope 
Richardson, Roulston Russell van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Cook Coopwood Curtis 
Fearn Horton Hudson Ligon Pen Philpott Rather Robinson Ross Roysdon 
Ship Smith and Taylor. 

Mr. Ligon moved to amend the bill by adding thereto a section No. 2. 
in lieu of he one stricken out. Mr Durrett moved to amend mr Ligon's 
amendment by way of the following "Provided, all persons liable to fine 
shall be tried before a justice of the peace, which was lost. Mr Hudson 
moved to amend mr Ligon's amendment, by adding after the word "fine," 
the words "and costs," which was carried. The question was the on 
the adoption of mr Ligon's amendment as amended, and carried. Yeas 
43- Nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Banks Bates Bibb Bradford Coleman Conner Coopwood Curtis Dale 
Fearn Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton Hudson 
Jackson Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Morrissett Murphree Oliver 
Parsons Penn Philpott Pole Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roysdon Rus¬ 
sell Ship Smith Taylor and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Barclay Brodnax 
Brown, Byrnes Clark Cole, Cook Craig Dennis Durrett Ellis Fitts Green Hays 
J ones King Lawler Mobley Moore Roulston Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and Young. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Mon¬ 
day next. And then the House adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday next A. M. 

Monday, December 14, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a communication from Samuel Pick¬ 
ens, Esq, which is as follows: 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, Dec. 14, 1829. 

The Honorable, the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir:- The term for which I was elected to the office of Comptroller 
of Public Accounts having expired, I beg leave respectfully to ask the 
appointment of a committee to examine the books and papers of the 
Department, and transfer them into the hands of my successor in office. 

I n this soliciting from the honorable body over which you preside an 
investigation of my official conduct, in a trust with which I have been 
long charged, I should feel that I was wanting in a due measure of grati- 
tue, if I did not avail myself of this last opportunity I may ever enjoy, 
of offering to the legislature, my unfeigned thanks for the repeated testi¬ 
monials of pubic confidence with which they honored me. The unani¬ 
mity with which for ten successive years I have been called to discharge 
the duties of an important branch of the Executive department, demands 
my warmest acknowledgements ; and is an event to which I shall ever 
fondly recur as an evidence of their uniform and continued approbation, 
which no suspension of its favours could tempt me to undervalue. I 



have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

SAMUEL PICKENS. 
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Mr Penn moved that the communication lie on the table, which was 
lost. It was then referred to the select committee consisting of messrs 
Clark, Moore, Weissinger, and Richardson. 

Mr Coopwood presented the account of William R. Martin, which as 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Weissinger presented the petition of Sarah Bradford, L. J. Brad¬ 
ford, and L. A. Weissinger, praying the passage of a law authorizing the 
sale of the estate of Thomas C. Bradford, deceased, which was read and 
laid on the table. 

Mr Fitts presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Washington coun¬ 
ty, praying the passage of a law appointing commissioners to view and mark 
out a road running from the present state road, commencing from a joint 
at or near Greensborough, the nearest ad best route by Linden, crossing 
the Tombeckbe river at Coffeeville, and thence the most direct route to 
Mobile; which was read and referred to the committee on roads bridges 
and ferries. 

Mr Mobley presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Clarke 
county, upon the same subject, which was read and referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr Williams presented the memorial of Otis Dyer, in relation to the 
opening of a certain road therein named ; which was read and laid on the 
table. 

Mr Mobley presented the petition of the judge and commissioners of 
roads and revenue of Clarke county, praying the passage of a law to 
authorize the commissioners's court to levy an extra tax, for the purpose 
of enabling the county to discharge its debts ; which was read and refer¬ 
red to the committee on ways and means. 

Mr Williams presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Fayette 
county, praying to be attached to Walker county, which was read and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, on the same subject of that of mr Fitts ; which was read 
and referred to the committee on Roads bridges and ferries. 

Mr Ligon from the committee on the state of the republic, to which 
was referred a resolution of the State of Louisiana, reported a bill to be 
entitled an act relative to the introduction of salves into this State, and 
for other purposes, which was read a first time and laid on the table. 

Ordered, that one hundred copies be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr Moore, from the committee on lands appropriated for internal im¬ 
provement, to which was referred the petition of Jeese Coe and others, 
reported a bill to be entitled an act to secure to certain persons their pre- 
emtion rights, where the same has been omitted through mistake in 
transcribing the books for the register's office, which was read a first time 
and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Register Bernody and others, repor¬ 
ted a bill to be entitled an act, authorising the liberation of certain 
slaves therein named : which was read a first time : and the rule requi¬ 
ring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
then read a second time forthwith, and referred to the committee on the 
state of the republic. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the committee on the state of the republic, to 
which was referred resolutions of the legislature of the State of Louisiana, 
proposing an amendment to the constitution of the United State, re- 
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ported a joint resolution concerning an amendment to the constitution of 
the united States, proposed by the legislature of the State of Louisiana ; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Thomas Cussack, reported that the 
prayer of the petitioner is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted ; 
in which reported the House concurred. 

Mr Mardis, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the usury laws of this Stat, reported a bill to be entitled an ct to amend 
an act entitled an at to regulate the rate of interest; which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the petition of I sham Burk, reported a bill to be enti¬ 
tled an act to authorize the court of revenue and roads of Madison coun¬ 
ty, to make an appropriation for the support of I sham Burk, a pauper of 
Madison county, which was read a first time and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson from the same committee, to which was referred the ac¬ 
counts of Campbell Sharp, jailer of Monroe county, reported that the 
accounts are not made out in such a manner as to satisfy the committee 
that they are legally chargeable on the State Treasury, and ought not to be 
allowed and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
therof, which was granted. 

Mr Clark, from the select committee, to which was referred the bill to 
be entitled ana ct in relation to the fees of sheriffs and clerks of the cir¬ 
cuit and county courts of this State, and also an amendment thereto, re¬ 
ported a substitute in lieu thereof. Mr Lawler moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until the first day of March next, 
which was carried. 

Mr Philpott presented the accounts of the sheriff of Morgan county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Williams obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
designate part of the line between the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb; 
which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Weissinger obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize the administrators of the estate of Thomas C. Bradford, 
late of St. Clair county, dec. to sell the real estate which belonged to 
said decedent, which was read a first time; and the rule requiring bills, 

&c to be reward on three several days, being dispensed with, it was read a 
second time forthwith ; and referred to the judiciary committee, with 
instructions to report thereon to-morrow morning. 

A message from the senate by Mr Lyon, Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted he following resolution in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence : Resolved, by the Senate, the House of Representatives concur¬ 
ring therein, that the joint committee appointed by the two houses at the 
present session of the General Assembly, to examine the votes of the 
people of this State given at the last general election on the amendments 
proposed by the last General Assembly to change the constitution of this 
State, so as to limit the tenure by which the judges hold their offices, be 
instructed as soon as the same can be done, to report to their respective 
Houses the result of their examination. They disagree to the amend¬ 
ment made by the House of Representatives to their amendment to the 
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joint resolutions to authorize the building committee to procure the neces¬ 
sary furniture for the executive rooms in the State Capitol; in which 
resolution the House concurred. 

Mr Clark obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to an¬ 
nex from the county of Tuscaloosa to the county of Bibb, so much ter¬ 
ritory as will give to Bibb county her constitutional limits ; which was 
read a first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Richardson made the following report: A majority of the commit¬ 
tee of county boundaries having reported it inexpedient for the General 
Assembly to make any alteration in the boundaries of the several coun¬ 
ties, through which the Alabama and Warrior rivers flow, the minority 
of said committee, beg leave, respectfully, to submit to the consideration 
of the House, the views which have led them to a different conclusion. 

It will be remembered that the inconveniences and difficulties of cross¬ 
ing these rivers, have, for years been the subject of complaint, and it is 
now confessedly a matter of serious regret, as well among those who are 
opposed to, as those who are in favor of the proposed change, that they 
were not originally designated as the boundaries of counties. That the 
hardships complained of are not feigned, will at once be perceived by 
every gentleman from the northern section of the State. Their possess¬ 
ing greater foresight than we of the south, the Tennessee river was made 
the line invariably, between tall the counties north of the mountains. The 
propriety of this arrangement is so apparent, and its superior advantages 
so striking, that it is presumed no considerations whatever, could induce 
the inhabitants in that quarter to change it; and if they had committed 
the capital error of permitting that majestic stream to flow through the 
centre of their counties, it is confidently believed they would have been 
loud and incessant in their demands upon the justice of the legislature to 
correct it. In the country watered by the Alabama, it will be seen that 
wherever that river is the boundary between counties, it is regarded as 
permanent, and the people would think a proposition to change it, was 
dictated by an unpardonable blindness and indifference to their best iner- 
ests. The same remarks will apply with full force to the counties of the 
Warrior and Tombeckbe rivers. The Alabama and Mobile divide from 
each other the counties of Montgomery and Autauga, of Clarke and Mon¬ 
roe, of Mobile and Baldwin. The citizens of these counties would deem 
it a calamity, a perpetual curse if this lien was changed. The Warrior 
and Tombeckbe divide Marengo and Clarke from Washington county. 

The people of these counties are satisfied, and could not be induced to al¬ 
ter their natural and convenient boundary. The counties of Dallas and 
Wilcox are nearly equally divided by the Alabama, and the county of 
Greene; by the Warrior river. The people of these counties are disatis- 
fied, and they labor under inconveniences and hardships, to remedy which 
they make a solemn appeal, and it is the last which they will have it in 
their power to make, to the wisdom and justice of this General Assem¬ 
bly. whatever effect the contemplated change is to have upon the peo¬ 
ple of other counties, it will interpose no rivers or large watercourses 
between them and their court houses, and will, in no respect, hinder 
them in the performance of their public business ; nor will they feel any 
of the crying evils which grow out of the situation of the last mentioned 
counties. 

The counties concerned in this interesting subject are Dallas, Wilcox, 
Greene, Perry and Marengo. The boundaries of some other counties 
will be slightly affected, though in such a way as to be unimportant to 
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them. It is understood that the three former are in favor of a division, 
and that Perry alone is opposed to it, Marengo being indifferent. 

The minority of the committee will now exhibit to the House such 
views as they believe ought to influence its deliberations, by reference 
to the last enumeration, it appears that the number of inhabitants of Dal¬ 
las county was.the number of ditto of Wilcox County was.the 

number of ditto of Green county was.making the whole number 

amount to.. The number of inhabitants of Perry county was. 

leaving a majority in favor of a division of.. If the majority be 

tested by the representation, then Dallas county has 4, Wilcox, including 
the senator, has 3, Green county has 4, making the number in favor of 
a division 11; Perry county has 4, making the number in favor of a di¬ 
vision, 7. The minority cannot but console themselves, that under this 
view of the subject, though in committee they have been overruled by 
numbers, yet they represent the wishes of such a majority, as will be at¬ 
tentively heard in this House. 

The division proposed to be made of Dallas and Wilcox, is to attach 
that part of the former county, east of the Alabama River, to that part of 
the latter on the same side, so as to form one county. To annex that 
part of Wilcox on the west side of said river, to Marengo and Clark, 
and to form a county of that part of Dallas which lies west of the river. 

I n this arrangement, a small portion of territory will be taken from Mont¬ 
gomery, and it is believed, with the wishes of he people for a large 
public meeting has been held, the proceedings of which have been pub¬ 
lished, and they have spoken to their representatives in a language, 
which they will doubtless feel themselves constrained to obey. A small 
part of Monroe will be added to Wilcox without any objection. Thus, 
the counties of Dallas and Wilcox can be divided so as to obviate all the 
difficulties under which they labor, without imposing any burthens or in¬ 
conveniences on any other county. The county of Marengo will be 
greatly benefitted, for it will acquire an accession of wealth and popula¬ 
tion that will place it among counties of the first class. 

It is proposed to make of the county of Greene a county on the west 
of the Warrior river, and to attache that part which lies east of said river 
to the county of Perry. It is understood that this arrangement forms 
the great obstacle to the contemplated division. Almost all the objec¬ 
tions to proceed from the delegation of Perry, and, in the opinion of 
the minority without any just reasons. I n casting the eye over the map, 
it will be seen, that at some future period, the territory of the Choctaw 
Indians, lying west of Greene, must be attached to it, and that a county 
east of the Warrior must be formed. If this should no o be done, the 
said Indian territory will have to be annexed to Greene, with the present 
boundaries, and the singular spectacle will be presented, of a county cut 
up; by two considerable navigable streams, and the difficulties of crossing 
them perpetually imposed upon two thirds of its citizens, not only in their 
daily and usual intercourse with each other, but in attending to all their 
public business. As the county of Perry alone objects to the division 
which is so earnestly and loudly called for, the attention of the house is 
desired to a comparison of her present situation, with that in which she 
will be placed in the event of its accomplishment. Bounded as it now is, 
a large portion of its citizens are compelled to cross the Cahawba river 
to attend their courts, and all other business which requires them to visit 
their seat of justice. These consist of several hundreds, who, it is un¬ 
derstood, are unanimous in the wish, that almost any arrangement should 
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take place, that would remove from the this inconvenience. It con¬ 
tains much poor land, which answers to other purpose than to make out 
the extend of territory required for each county by the constitution. It 
has not town, but a very inconsiderable village where the court house now 
is, and unless the minority are greatly misinformed, every particle of 
real property, both public and private, are not worth $12,000, at any 
rate, the public buildings which have been erected cannot be worth $500. 

The part proposed to be taken from Perry, and attached to the adja¬ 
cent counties, includes the lands that are least valuable, and the country 
situated east of the Cahawba river. In exchange for this, it is intended 
to add, all that part of Green which lies east of the warrior river em¬ 
bracing the most wealthy, populous and fertile half of said county. The 
county of Perry will then be one of the wealthiest in the State, and will 
be entirely compact and connected, will afford every possible facility to 
the freest and most convenient intercourse of all its citizens, and will con¬ 
tain in its bosom, two of the most flourishing villages in the inteior of 
our State. The loss of public buildings in Perry, if the only objection 
which can be urged against changing its boundaries. In the counties of 
Dallas, Wilcox and Greene, the loss in this respect will be considerable 
and yet the people of those counties regard it as nothing, when weighed 
against the benefits to be derived from the proposed alteration. 

But the inroads it would make upon the counties of Pickens and Fay¬ 
ette, form a prominent feature in the report of the committee. One 
general remark will be sufficient to answer this part of the report. These 
counties have no public buildings whatever, the seat of justice is not yet 
located in the former, and their boundaries can now be designated with 
as much convenience as if they were a wilderness. 

The committee having failed to notice the difficulties under which the 
counties labor, that wish their boundaries change the minority will at¬ 
tempt, briefly to perform that duty. The House need not be informed, 
that the natural divisions of any country, whether they be rivers or moun¬ 
tains, never fail to produce local prejudices and party animosities. One 
portion of the community will always be arrayed against the other, in the 
choice of their public agents, and in the adopting of such measures as 
should have the common benefit of all for their oject. These evils exist 
among us to an extend that renders our situation peculiarly unpleasant- 
that mars our prosperity as a people, and places us far behind our neigh¬ 
bors in that progressive state of improvement in which they find them¬ 
selves. We are, and perpetually will be, torn asunder by internal dissen- 
tions, the ordinary and friendly intercourse of our people is destroyed, 
and the advantages and blessing of social harmony are denied us. the 
rivers which divide us from each other, annually overflow their banks, 
and spread over large tracts of country, rendering it impracticable to at¬ 
tend to our business at the spring term of our courts, and it is a fact too 
notorious to be doubted, that one half of the suites upon our dockets are 
compelled to be continued. Our people are commercial in their charac¬ 
ter and from their situation, and hence we have much litigation and 
crowded dockets ; and it is difficult for any one to form a just conception 
of the immense expense incurred by these continuances, unless by those 
who are familiar with legal proceedings. But we have to pay a burthen- 
some tax for the privilege of attending to our ordinary and pubic busi¬ 
ness a large portion of our citizens cannot visit their court houses, attend 
their musters, or their elections without paying from twenty-five to fifty 
cents each, on all of these occasions, and it wold by no means be an extra- 
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vagant conclusion to say, that the amount we have to pay on the single 
item of ferriage in three months, would be more than sufficient to buy out 
the entire hamlet of Marion. The minority will take leave to state a par¬ 
ticular instance of hardship and inconvenience that occurred in the county 
of Greene, and no doubt similar instances can be cited from the other 
counties, for the purpose of disclosing more clearly our real situation. 

One of our citizens who resided on the west side of the river, had a suit in 
court, which is was important he would attend to. He lived but a few 
miles from the court house, and could reach it in no other way than by 
crossing at Tuscaloosa, which he did at great peril, and at the trouble of 
travelling one hundred miles. The minority will conclude this counter 
report, by presenting in one view, the true state of the question, as it ex¬ 
ists between the contending parties. The counties of Dallas, Wilcox and 
Greene, and it is believed, a majority of Marengo, are in favor of a change 
of their present boundaries. They are in favor of it, for the reasons 
among other before stated. The county of Perry, or rather her delega¬ 
tion, is opposed to it on account of the injury it will visit upon her present 
seat of justice. It is therefore, respectfully submitted to that sense of 
justice which will always direct the determinations of this House, in whose 
favor they will decide. Ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr Clark moved that seventy-five copies of said report, and also, seven¬ 
ty-five copies of the report of the same committee heretofore made on the 
same subject, be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House, the following communication from 
the Governor, which is as follows: 

Executive Department, December 14, 1829. 

Hon J. Gayle, Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

SIR- It is proper I should inform you of the absence of the Secretary 
of State, inconsequence of the ill health of his family, and that my com¬ 
munications in his absence, will be made through Capt. Abbott. I have 
the honor to be, (Signed) GABRI EL MOORE. 

The House took into consideration the joint resolution to authorize the 
building committee of procure the necessary furniture for the executive 
rooms in the State Capitol ; Mr Moore moved that the House receed from 
their amendment to said resolution, which was lost. Yeas 29- nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen, Banks, Bibb, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, 
Durret, Ellis, Fearn, Hays, Hodges, Horton, King, Lane, Mims, Moore, Oliver, 

Parsons, Penn, Pope, Richardson, Roulston, Russel, Taylor and Williams- 29. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Baker, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, 
Clark, Cole, Cook, Dennis, Fitts, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hester, 

Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, 

Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Philpott, Rather, Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Ward, 
Weissinger and Young- 35. 

Br Bibb then moved that the House insist on their amendments to said 
resolution which was carried. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Resolved, that the committee on roads, bridg¬ 
es and ferries be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the road laws as to make it the duty of the commissioners of the county 
court, or in the recess of the court, the judge of the county court upon 
the representation of three or more of the free holders liable to work on 
any road, to appoint a new overseer when the incumbent should have en¬ 
tirely neglected his duty, or where he shall be death, removal or otherwise 
have created a vacancy, and also, that they further inquire into the expe- 



diency of increasing the penalties on the apportioners and overseers, and 
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also into the expediency of adopting a more summary process against 
overseers and apportioners. 

The House took into consideration the report of Mr Conner made on 
Saturday last. 

Mr Taylor moved that the further consideration of the report lie on the 
table till the first day of the next session which was lost. 

Mr. Moore moved that the House disagree to the amendments, by in¬ 
serting the words "not beyond one week which was carried. Ordered, 
that the House disagree to the amendment, made as a substitute to the 
20th rule. Mr More moved th amend the report, in the substitute for 
the 23d rule, strike out all after the word "House: to the word "and” 
which was carried. Mr Lawler moved to strike out 10 o'clock, with a 
view to insert half past 3 o'clock, which was carried. Mr Moore moved 
to strike out the words "or unless two thirds of all the members present 
shall by yeas and nays, determine to adjourn" which was carried. Mr 
Clark offered the following amendment: no member shall be added to any 
standing committee after it is appointed, unless the consent of the House 
to said addition be ascertained before the name of the member intended 
to be added is made known to the House, which was adopted. Te re¬ 
port as amended, was then concurred in and adopted. Mr Clark moved 
that seventy-five copies of the rules be printed for the use of the House. 

And then the House adjourned to half past 9 o'clock, A.M. 

Tuesday, December 15, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Hudson presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of franklin 
county praying the passage of a law to authorize Samuel Martin to retail 
spirituous liquors without a license, which was read and referred to the 
committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Van Dyke presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, praying that the Alabama river be a dividing line, which was read 
and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Goldthwaite presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Mont¬ 
gomery, Butler and Autauga counties, praying that a Branch Bank be es¬ 
tablished at the town of Montgomery, which was read and referred to a 
select committee consisting of Messrs Goldthwaite, Oliver, Taylor, Ross 
and parsons, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Van Dyke presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, praying to re-establish a certain old road therein named, which 
was read and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Van 
Dyke, Taylor and Grigsby. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a communication from Cornelle Rou- 
det, relative to the culture of the vine, &c., which was read and laid on 
the table. 

Mr Bates presented the petition of John Batiste Marion, praying the 
passage of a law to emancipate certain salves therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Fearn presented the letter of James Clemens, of Madison county, 
asking the passage of a law to authorize him to enter certain lands therein 
mentioned, which was read and referred to the committee on lands ap¬ 
propriated for internal improvement. 

Mr Van Dyke from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of taking from 
the office of sheriff the administration on the intestates of intestates, and giv¬ 
ing the same to the office of the coroner; reported that it is inexpedient. 
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to legislate upon the subject, and ask leave to be discharged from the fur¬ 
ther consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Coleman from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill 
to be entitled, "an act, to authorize the administrators of Thomas C. Brad¬ 
ford, late of St Clair county, deceased, to sell the real estate which be¬ 
longed to said deceased ; reported, that in the opinion of the committee a 
law embracing the provisions comprised in said bill, would be unconstitu¬ 
tional and ought not to be passed. The question was put on concur¬ 
rence with the report of the committee and lost. Yeas 32- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker, Bibb, Clark, Coleman, Craig, Dale, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Green, Hodges, 

Lane, Lawler, Mardis, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, 

Penn, Philpott, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Smith, Vandyke, Ward, 
Williams, and Young- 32. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Acklen, Banks, Bates, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Cole, Conner, Coopwood, Dennis, Durrett, Forrest, 
Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, King, 

Ligon, Massey, Mead, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Rather, Richardson, Russell, 

Ship, Taylor and Weissinger- 34. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

A message from the Governor by Capt. Abbott: 

December 15th, 1829. 

Mr Speaker: I am instructed by the Governor, to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that he did, on the 11th instant approve and sign "an act 
amendatory of the laws of this State, on the subject of the elections of mem¬ 
bers of the General Assembly, which act originated in the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives. 

Mr Acklen from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill 
to be entitled, an act to reduce the damages on Bibb of Exchange, report¬ 
ed the bill without amendments ; and further, that in the opinion of the 
committee, it is inexpediency to pass such a law as contemplated by the 
bill. In which report the House concurred. 

Mr Young from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of James Beggs, a constable of Green county, reported that it 
does not appear that said account is chargeable upon the State, and that it 
in not authenticated agreeably to law, and ought not to be allowed, and 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
which was granted. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, Ordered, that Mr Cook, be added to the s- 
lect committee to examine the Treasurer's office. Mr Bibb asked leave to 
be discharged from said committee, which was granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Marengo 
county, praying that such part of said county beginning at the mouth of 
Yellow creek and running up said creek until it strikes the range line be¬ 
tween three and four, thence with said line south, to the township line be¬ 
tween seventeen and eighteen, thence with said township line east to Perry 
county line, be added to Greene county, have according to order, had 
said petition under consideration, and have instructed me to report, that 
it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of said petitioners; in which report 
they desire the concurrence of the House Mr Speaker moved that the 
report lie on the table, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr Bibb the House resolved itself into a committee of 



the whole House upon the joint memorial to the Congress of the United 
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States, asking relief for the purchases of public land and for other pur¬ 
poses, Mr Penn in the chair, and after some time present in the consider¬ 
ation thereof, the committee rose, Mr Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr 
Chairman reported sundry amendments. Mr Lawler moved that the 
memorial and amendments lie on the table till to-morrow, which was car¬ 
ried. 

Mr Mardis offered the following: Resolved, that the door keeper be in¬ 
structed to contract for and furnish a sufficient quantity of cotton bagging, 
or negro cotton, to cover the passway from the door into this House, and 
the area in the center of the Hall. Mr. Clark moved that the resolution 
lie on the table, which was lost; it was then adopted. 

Mr Hodges obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
reduce the costs in suits at common law and for other purposes, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bills of the following titled, to wit: an act to alter the name 
of Lazarus Maddux to that of Leigh Maddux. An acct to authorize 
William J ohnson, sen., to make titles to lots sold by the commissioners 
of the town of Pickens, in Pickens county, were severally read a third 
time and passed. Ordered, that their titles be as aforesaid : ordered, that 
the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. And then the 
House adjourned till have past 9 o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 

Wednesday, December 16th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Fearn presented the petition of the mayor and aldermen of the town 
of Huntsville, praying an amendment of the law establishing a fire engine 
company, which was read and referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs Fearn, Moore, Acklen and Penn. Mr Fearn also presented the 
petition of said mayor and aldermen, praying an amendment of the char¬ 
ter of incorporate so that the constable of said corporate may be chos¬ 
en by the mayor and aldermen, which wad read and referred to the same 
select committee, as the one proceeding. 

Mr Mardis presented the account of Ezekiel Henry, former sheriff of 
Shelby county, which was read and referred to the committee on proposi¬ 
tions and grievances. 

Mr Taylor presented the account of Thomas J. Frow, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts, with instructions to report on 
to-morrow. 

Mr Coopwood presented the account of J ohn Grigg, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Green presented the petition of sundry inhabitants, praying that Pa- 
tsilaga continue the dividing line between Covington and Butler counties, 
which was read and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Murphree presented the memorial preferring charged against Pat- 
trick Scott, judge of Blount county court, which was read and referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs Forrest, Clark, Young and Mead; 
on motion of Mr Forrest, Resolved, that the charges preferred against 
Patrick Scott, judge of the county court of Blount county, for malfeas¬ 
ance and misfeasance in office be referred to a select committee, and that 
said committee be invested with power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying the passage of a law to open a road from Greensborough 
to Mobile, which was read and referred to the committee on roads, bridg¬ 
es and ferries. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Lyon; Mr Speaker: The Senate re- 
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cede for them disagreement to the amendment made by the House of 
Representatives to their amendment to the J oint resolution to authorize 
the building committee to procure the necessary furniture for the execu¬ 
tive rooms in the State Capitol. They have passed bills which originated 
in the House of Representatives entitled, an act to increase the pay and 
the more effectually to provide for the payment of the juries for the county 
of Montgomery and for other purposes ; and an act to amend an act pass¬ 
ed the 13th day of J anuary, 1826, entitled an act to establish a perma¬ 
nent road from Florence in the county of Lauderdale, to Athens in the 
county of Limestone. They have also passed a bill which originated in 
the Senate, entitled, an act to amend an act entitled an act, to incorporate 
Valley creek academy, in the county of Dallas, in which they desire the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Mardis from the committee on divorce and alimony, to which was 
referred the records and proceedings of the circuit courts of the counties of 
Baldwin, Wilcox, Morgan and Dallas, reported a bill to be entitled, an 
act to divorce certain persons therein named, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading on to morrow. Mr Mardis from the same committee 
to which was referred the record and proceedings of the circuit court of 
Conecuh county, reported that in the opinion of this committee, there is no 
sufficient evidence upon which to found a decree, divorcing the parties, 
and the decree is informal, and ask leave to be discharged from the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the subject, which was granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun- 
dareis to which was referred a bill to be entitled, an act to attach a part of 
the counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other 
purposes, together with an amendment thereto, have according to order 
had said bill and amendments under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the following amendments to the first section of the bill, viz: 
strike out of the third line the word "counties” and insert in lieu thereof 
the word "county,” also, strike out the last word of said line, and first 
word of the fourth line, also, insert the word "east" between the word 
"north,” at the end of the 7th line and the residue of the word at the com¬ 
mencement of the eighth line, so as to make it read "northeastwardly," 
also by striking out of the 10th line, commencing with the word "north" 
and ending with the word "five," in the 11th line, and inserting in lieu thereof 
these words, "southern boundary line of Wilcox county," and also by 
striking out, in the same line, the word "east” and inserting in lieu there¬ 
of, the words "with said line,” in which several amendments they desire 
the concurrence of the House. The have also instructed me to report, 
that it is inexpedient to adopt the amendment referred to their considera¬ 
tion. Mr Mobley moved that the bill and report lie on the table, which 
was carried. Mr Clark from the same committee, made the following 
report: The committee on county boundaries to whom was referred a bill 

to be entitled an act to establish the county of.have according to 

order, had said bill under consideration, and have amended the same by an 
additional section, No. 7, therewith submitted, in which amendment they 
desire the concurrence of the House. Mr Ligon moved that the bill, to¬ 
gether with the report, lie on the table, which was lost. Mr Morrisette 
moved to amend the 7th section, with the following, strike out "Alabama 
river: and insert in lieu thereof, "southeast corner of township ten, in 
range seven, and from thence north, to the Wilcox line," which was adop¬ 
ted. The amendment as amended was then concurred in. Mr Ross 
moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section, which 
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was lost. Mr Speaker moved that the bill with the report, lie on the ta¬ 
ble, which was lost. Yeas 20- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Bates Byrnes Coleman Fearn Forrest Grigsby Flays Hodges 
Jones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Moore Parsons Penn Philpott Rather Rich¬ 
ardson Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Taylor Van Dyke and Williams- 29. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford 
Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Fitts 
Goldthwaite Green Hester Horton Hudson Jackson Massey McElderry Mead Met¬ 
calfe Mims Morrissett Murphree Oliver Pope Roysdon Ship Smith Ward Weis- 
singer and Young- 36. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Speaker moved that the bill entitled, ana ct to change and designate 
the boundaries of certain counties therein named, together with the re¬ 
ports theretofore made on the subject of county boundaries be made the 
special order of the day for Friday next. 

On motion of mr Taylor, Resolved, that Thomas J. Frow, editor of the 
Selma Courier, be permitted to take a seat within the bar of this House, 
for the purpose of taking notes of its proceedings. 

Mr Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
establish an Office of Discount and Deposit of the Bank of the State of 
Alabama, at.in the Tennessee Valley, which was read and or¬ 

dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Young from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Perry county reported a bill to be entitled, an act to 
incorporate Marion academy in Perry county, which was read and order¬ 
ed to a second reading to-morrow. And then the House adjourned to 
half past 9 o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 

Thursday, December 17th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Young presented the account of the jailer of Perry county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Coopwood present the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lawrence 
county, praying the repeal of a certain law therein mentioned, which was 
read and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Coopwood, 

Hodges, Horton and Ligon, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Taylor presented the memorial of Levi Robbins, praying compen¬ 
sation for apprehending and conveying to jail, David Birum, charged with 
horse stealing, which was read and referred to the committee on propo¬ 
sitions and grievances. 

Mr Clark presented the petitions of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
relative to the seat of justice of said county, which was read and referred 
to the committee on county boundaries, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Bates presented sundry vouchers relative to the accounts of the 
Sheriff of Mobile county, which were severally read and referred to the 
committee on accounts. 

Mr Roysdon from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the propriety of expediency of 
authorizing the county surveyor to appoint deputy surveyors, reported 
that it is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject, in which report the 
House concurred. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Montgom¬ 
ery county, praying for a division of said county, have according to or- 




der had the said petition under consideration, and have instructed me to 
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report, that the relief sought by said petitioners, will be found in a bill 
referred to and amended by this committee, entitled, an act to establish 

the county of.and therefore ask leave to be discharged from the 

further consideration of said petition, which was granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred sundry petitions of sundry citizens of the 
county of Monroe, praying that that part of Clark county annexed from 
Monroe, at the last session of the Legislature, may be re annexed to Mon¬ 
roe county, and that a portion of Monroe county from the northeastern 
part thereof may be taken from said county so as to form a more compact 
county, and also, the petitions of sundry citizens of that part of Clark 
county taken from Monroe at the last session, praying to be re-annexed to 
Monroe county, have according to ordered had said petitions under consid¬ 
eration, and have instructed me to report, that the prayers of said petiti¬ 
oners, as far as the public good will permit, is complied with, in the seve¬ 
ral amendments reported by your committee to the bills to be entitled, an 
act to attach a part of the counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of 
Monroe and for other purposes, and an act to establish the county of 
.and therefore ask leave to be discharged from the further con¬ 
sideration of said petition. Mr Mobley moved that the report lie on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Van Dyke, from the select committee to which was referred the pe¬ 
tition of sundry citizens of Dallas county, praying an alteration of a cer¬ 
tain State road therein named, reported that there is among the orders of 
the day, a bill from the Senate, embracing the object of said petition, and 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
which was granted. 

A message was received from the Senate by George Washington Gayle, 
their assistant secretary, Mr Speaker: The Senate have read three several 
times and passed a bill and memorial which originated in their House, en¬ 
titled, an act for the relief of Martha Williams and for other purposes: 
memorial to the Congress of the United States, to procure the establish¬ 
ment of a land office at Monticello, in Pike county Alabama, in which 
they desire your concurrence. They have also passed a bill which orgi- 
nated in the House of Representatives, entitled, an act to authorize J ohn 
A. Chapman, Simeon Chapman, Daniel Welch and their associates, to 
turnpike a certain road therein named. 

Mr Morrisette made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and find correctly enrolled a bill entitled, an act for 
the relief of J ames A. Thompson, tax collector of Dallas county. 

Mr Ligon made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles: an 
act to increase the pay and the more effectually to provide for the payment 
of jurors for the county of Montgomery ; an act to amend an act, passed 
the 13th day of January, 1826, entitled an act to establish a permanent 
road from Florence in the county of Lauderdale, to Athens in the county 
of Limestone, and a joint resolution to authorize the buildings committee 
to procure the necessary furniture for the executive rooms in the State 
Capitol, all which originated in the House of Representatives. 

Mr Ligon from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize the orphans' court to sell the perishable 
property to infant legatees, &c. reported said bill without amendment and 
that in the opinion of said committee, it is inexpedient to pass such a 
law, in which report the House concurred. 
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Mr Ligon from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the 
petition of Daniel Nance, guardian of Robert Lyon, reported that the 
privilege asked for in said petition, is one that this General Assembly 
cannot consistently with the constitution grant, and is therefore unreason¬ 
able. Mr. Lion moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Hudson called up the report of the committee on propositions and 
grievances, relative to the location of the seat of justice of Bibb county. 

The question was on concurring with the report of the committee, and 
lost. Yeas 28- Nays 42. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Bradford Clark Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Dale Ellis Forrest 
Goldthwaite Green Hays Hudson King Lane Lawler Massey M'Elderry Mims 
Morrisett Oliver Parsons Rather Ship Smith Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Brodnax Brown Byrnes Conner Cook Curtis Dennis Durrett Fearn 
Fitts Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton J ackson J ones Ligon Mardis Mead Met¬ 
calfe Mobley Moore Murphree Penn Philpott Pope Richardson Robinson Ross 
Roulston Roysdon Russell Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Williams 

Mr Jones moved that the report and petitions be recommitted to the 
same committee with instructions to report a bill agreeably to the prayer of 
said petitioners. Mr Lawler moved the following : "with instructions to re¬ 
port a bill to authorize the people of Bibb county at the next general election, 
to vote for a permanent site and centre of said county, be put in nomina¬ 
tion. " Mr Hudson moved to amend mr Lawler's amendment, with the 
words "and the site so selected shall be and remain the permanent seat 
of justice for said county, which was carried. The question was the on 
adoption of mr Lawler's amendment as amended, and lost. A division 
of the question being called for, on mr J ones' motion, the vote was first 
taken on the referrence without instructions and carried. The question 
was then taken on the motion to instruct the committee and lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Banks Barclay Brodnax Grigsby Hodges, J ackson J ones Ligon Mardis Metcalfe 
Richardson Ross Roysdon Taylor and Van Dyke.- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Bibb 
Bradford brown Byrnes Clarke Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Craig 
Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hays 
Hester Horton Hudson King Lane Lawler Massey M'Elderry Mead Mims Moore 
Morrisette Murphree Oliver parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Robinson 
Roulston Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger Williams and Young- 53. 

A message from the Governor by Capt, Abbot: 

Executive department, December 16, 1822. 

Honorable the Speaker and members of the House of Representa6tives. 

GENTLEMEN: Joel A Lyle Esq. having made it known to me by letter 
this date, that he declines accepting the appointment of judge of the 
county court of Connecuh, I have embraced the earliest opportunity of 
communicating this fact, that your honorable body may proceed to the 
necessary steps for filling this vacancy. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) GABRI EL MOORE. 

A bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize the courts of this 
State to render judgement final against the security of non residents, was 
read a second time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to legalize the rites of matrimony 
between Gabriel Butler and Mary Littrell, of the county of Lauderdale 
and State of Alabama, and render legitimate their children, was read a 



third time and passed. Ordered, that the titled be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 
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The bill entitled an act supplementary to an act, passed the 15th day 
of J anuary 1828, entitled an act to authorize the sale of 16th sections 
and for other purposes, was read a second time, and referred to select 
committee consisting of Messrs Coopwood Fearn and Goldthwaite, to 
consider and report thereon. 

The bill entitled an act to establish an uniform practice in the several 
courts of this State, in relation to judgements by default, being on its se¬ 
cond reading : Mr. Hodges moved that the further consideration thereof 
be postponed till the first day of March next, which was carried. Yeas 41- 
Nays 28. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Conner Coop- 
wood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Fitts Forrest Green Grigsby Hays Hester 
Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones king Lane Massey Mead Mims Moore 
Morrissett Murphree Philpott Rather Richardson Roulston Russell Smith Ward 
and Weissinger- 41. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Baker Banks Bibb Clark 
Coleman Cook Curtis Ellis Fearn Goldthwaite Lawler Ligon Mardis M'Elderry 
Metcalfe Mobley Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Robinson Ross Roysdon Ship Tay¬ 
lor Williams and Young- 28. 

A message from the Senate by George Washington Gayle. Mr Speak¬ 
er: The Senate have adopted the following resolution, in which they 
desire your concurrence: Resolved, That with the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives, the Senate will convene in their hall at the 
hour of twelve o'clock on tomorrow, the 18th December, for the purpose 
of going into an election for judge of the county court of Conecuh. 

They have also passed bills originating in their House, entitled, an act to 
authorize the inhabitants of township two, range one, east, in Madison 
county, to hold an election for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of 
said inhabitants in regard to selling the 16th section therein, and for other 
purposes: an act to emancipate certain slaves therein named; in which 
they desire your concurrence. They have passed a bill originated in the 
House of Representatives, entitled, an act to alter the name of Lazarus 
Maddux to that of Leigh Maddux. 

Mr Parsons then moved to amend the resolution by striking out twelve, 
with a view to insert the word four, so as to go into the election at four 
o'clock, P.M., which was carried. The resolution as amended was then 
adopted. 

The bill entitled an act to emancipate certain slaves therein named, 
was read a second time, and referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, viz: an act to authorize 
Eli Holly to emancipate his female salve named Bet; and an act to eman¬ 
cipate certain slaves therein named, were severally read a first time, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, being dispensed, 
they were then read a second time forthwith, and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on the state of the republic. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to change the times of holding the 
circuit courts in the counties of Henry, Dale, and Covington, was read a 
third time. Mr Goldthwaite moved to amend the title of the bill, by ad¬ 
ding the word Baldwin and Mobile, which was carried. The bill was 
then passed. Ordered, that the titled be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the 
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Goldthwaite obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 



to amend the attachment laws of this State, which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 
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Mr Mobley obtained leave to introduce a bill to entitled an act to 
prevent judgement by default: which was read a first time. Mr. Mardis 
moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. And the House adjourn- 
journed until half past 9, tomorrow, A.M. 

Friday, December, 18, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Clark presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, 
praying the passage of a law to authorize William B. Norris to build a 
mill at Woodruff's shoals on the Cahawba river, which was read and re¬ 
ferred to a select committee consisting of messrs Clarke, J ones, Taylor, 
and Van Dyke, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the account of William R. Martin, a constable of Lawrence county, re¬ 
ported that in the opinion of the committee said account is not legally 
chargeable on the State Treasury, and ought not to be allowed, and ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. Mr Coopwood 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Williams, from the committee on Public Printing, to which was 
referred the bill entitled an act requiring the Secretary of State to make 
an index to the journals of the General Assembly, reported the same 
without amendment, and that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject 
at this time, in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Clarke, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of William Howson, jailer of Madison county for keeping 
Samuel Williams in said jail, as well as for fees against said Williams 
while in confinement, reported that said account is not chargeable upon 
the state, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. Mr Acklen moved that the report lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Clarke, from the same committee, to which was referred the ac¬ 
count of William Howson, for keeping J ames P. Nolin, charged with 
murder, reported that said account is not sufficiently authenticated, and 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of said account. 
Mr Acklen moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to authorize the administrators of 
the estate of Thomas C. Bradford, late of St. Clair county, deceased, to 
sell the real estate which belonged to said decedent, was read a third time, 
and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered that the 
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Ligon who voted in the majority on concurring with the report of 
the committee on yesterday, on the bill entitled an act to authorize the 
orphan's court to sell the perishable property of infant legatees, &c. 
moved to reconsider the votes, which was carried. Mr Ligon asked 
leave to withdraw the report, which was granted. 

Mr Parsons offered the following : Resolved, that a committee of five 
members be appointed to examine all the business before the House, and 
on the table, and which shall either be before the House or on the table 
by Wednesday next, and to report to the House the business and matters 
most necessary to be acted on at the present session, and on such report 
being concurred in by the House, such matters as may be embraced in 
said report, shall be first acted on by the House, excluding from the ope¬ 
ration of this rule matters coming from the Senate, and growing out of 
Executive communication. Mr Horton moved that the further consi¬ 
deration of the resolution be postponed till Monday week next, which 



was carried. 
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Mr Penn, from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of the mayor and aldermen of the town of Huntsville, praying an amend¬ 
ment to the law establishing a fire engine company, reported a bill to be 
entitled, an act to amend an act, passed December 10th, 1823, entitled an 
act to amend an act to incorporate the Huntsville fire engine company, 
passed, Dec. 1, 182, which was read a first time, and ordered to ase- 
cond reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by George Washington Gale. Mr Speaker; 
The Senate has instructed me to inform you that they have concurred in 
the amendment made by your honorable body, to a resolution proposing 
to go into an election for judge of the county court of Conecuh county, 
at the hour of 12 o'clock, on the 18th instant. 

On motion of mr Penn: Resolved, That the door keeper be authorized 
to purchase a table for the use of the assistant clerk of this House, to be 
placed in the Hall. 

Mr Forrest obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act passed the ninth day of December, 1820, entitled an act to 
point out the duties of owners and keepers of water mills, who grind for 
toll ; which was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Horton obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
compel non-resident plaintiffs to give security for costs; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to 
alter the name of Lazarus Maddux, to that of Leigh Maddux. 

On motion of mr Bibb: the House then resolved itself into t a commit¬ 
tee of the whole House, on the bill entitled an act to change and desig¬ 
nate the boundaries of certain counties therein named, mr Bibb in the 
chair, and after some time spend in consideration thereof, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and leave was asked to sit against, which was granted. 

Mr Parsons called up the bill entitled an act to attach a part of the 
counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other 
purposes, which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The bill entitled an act making appropriation to pay the balance of 
the amount to which the commissioners of the State capitol were autho¬ 
rized by law to contract, and for which there has been no appropriation, 
was read a second time. Mr Clark moved that the bill be referred to 
to the committee on the State Capitol, which was carried. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, viz: memorial to Congress 
relating to the boundary line between the State of Alabama and West 
Florida: joint resolution to authorise the appointment of a commis¬ 
sioner, to act with such commissioners as may be appointed by the United 
States, to define the line between this State and West Florida: and an 
act to alter and amend the charge of the incorporate of the city of Mo¬ 
bile, were severally read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Morrisett made the following report: the committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and find correctly enrolled bills of the following ti¬ 
tles, to wit: an act to amend an act passed thel3th day of J anuary 1826, 
entitled an act to establish a permanent road from Florence, in the county 
of Lauderdale, to Athens, in the county of Limestone: an act to increase 
the pay and the more effectually to provide for the payment of the jurors 
for the county of Montgomery, and for other purposes: and joint resolu- 
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tion to authorize the buildings committee to procure the necessary furni¬ 
ture for the executive rooms in the State Capitol. 

The bill entitled an act to compensate sheriffs and constables for 
keeping stock levied on by virtue of an execution or attachment being on 
its second reading. Mr Taylor moved that the bill be indefinitely post¬ 
poned, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act regulating appeals, taken from the county to 
the circuit courts, was read a second time. Mr Taylor moved that the 
bill be indefinitely postponed, which was lost, yeas 13- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, 

Coleman, Connner, Coopwood, Craig, Fern, Flournoy, Golthwaite, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Lane, Metcalfe, Mims, Murphree, Penn, Rich¬ 
ardson, Roulston, Russell, Taylor, Ward, and Young- 33. 

Those who voted in the negative are, Messrs Baker, Banks, Bradford, Cook 
Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Fitts, Forrest, Green, Horton, J ackson, J ones, King, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, 

Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, 
Weissinger and Williams- 35. 

Mr Clark then moved that the bill be referred to a select committee 
with instructions to report a bill in lieu thereof, to prevent appeals in all 
cases under twenty dollars to the county court. A division of the ques¬ 
tion was called for, and the vote was first taken on the referrence, without 
instructions and carried: the vote was then taken on the instructions, 
and lost. The bill was then referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs Morrisett, Parsons, and Coopwood. 

Mr Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an at to alter 
the time of holding the circuit courts in the counties of Limestone and 
Lawrence; which was read a first time, and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing to-morrow. The House then adjourned to half past three o'clock, 
this evening. 

Evening session, half as three o'clock.- The House met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

On motion of mr Bates: Resolved, That a select committee be appoint¬ 
ed to inquire into the expediency of memorializing the Congress of the 
United States, urging the necessity of renewing the public works on 
Dauphin Island, and that they report by memorial or otherwise. Where¬ 
upon messrs Bates, parsons, Byrnes, and Acklen were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr Byrnes obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
regulate the terms of the county court of Mobile county ; which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Young asked leave to be discharged from the committee appointed 
to examine into the affairs of the public property in the town of Cahawba 
and vicinity, which was granted. Mr Taylor moved that Mr Van Dyke 
be added to said committee. 

The bill entitled an act to allow compensation to George M. Taylor, 
for expenses incurred in the prosecution of David Mr. Smithson, was read 
a second time, and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs 
Hudson, Coopwood, and Horton, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill entitled an act to authorize the courts and revenue to 
fix and regulate the compensation of jurors, being on its second reading, 
mr Moore moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of mr Ligon: Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 



this House is now ready to receive them in its hall, for the purpose of 
17 
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going into the election of a judge of the county court for the county of 
Conecuh. 

The Senate having repaired to the hall of the House of Representatives, 
the two houses then proceeded to the election of the county court judge 
for Conecuh county- Stephen C. Richardson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr Richardson are Mr President, Conner, Garth, Irwin, 
Jackson, Perry, Vining, Walthall, Watkins, Reps, Mr Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Bates, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clarke, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, 
Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Flounoy, Green, Hays,Hester, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ackson J ones, King, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, Metcalfe, 
Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisette, Murphree, Oliver, Penn, Pope, Rather, Rich¬ 
ardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weis- 
singer, Williams and Young. 

Mr Richardson having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker de¬ 
clared him elected judge of the county court for Conecuh County. The 
Senate withdrew, and the House adjourned at half past 9 o'clock, to¬ 
morrow, A.M. 

Saturday, December 19, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate, by Geo. Washington Gayle. Mr Speaker: 

The Senate have passed bills which originated in their house, entitled 
an act to amend an ct entitled an act to authorize the Sale of sixteenth 
sections, and for other purposes, approved J anuary 15th, 1828 : an act sup¬ 
plemental to an act passed 14th December, 18247, prescribing the mode 
fo contesting elections: in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr Conner presented the petition of Sundry inhabitants of Marengo 
county, praying that the county boundaries of said county remain as they 
now are ; which was read and referred to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries. 

Mr J ones presented the account of the sheriff of Bibb county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

Mr Byrnes, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred 
the account of Garret Fitzgerald, for making return of Senator for Fay¬ 
ette county, reported that said account is not chargeable on the State, in 
which report the House concurred. 

Mr Massey, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry citizens of the counties of Shelby and St. Clair, praying 
the passage of a law to authorize Edward Royster to build a toll bridge 
over Yellow Leaf creek in Shelby county, reported that the county courts 
have ample authority to contract for the building of toll bridges, and ask 
leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. Mr. 

Mardis moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Rather obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
exempt females from the imprisonment for debt; which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

The bill entitled an act for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford and 
Jack Shackleford, for stationer, printing, an other expenses incurred in 
the Land Office at Courtland, was read a second time, and referred to a 
select committee consisting of messrs Coopwood, Conner and Bibb, with 
instructions to report on Monday next. 

Mr King obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to repeal 
ana ct incorporating the town of Hazlegreen, in Madison County, which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 



Mr Acklen, from the select committee to which was referred the peti- 
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tion of of the mayor and aldermen of the town of Huntsville, praying 
an alteration of the charter of said town, so as to authorize the mayor and 
aldermen to appoint the town constable, reported that it is inexpedient 
to grant the prayer of the petitioners. Mr Fearn moved that the report 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

0 motion of Mr Williams : Resolved, That the committee on county 
boundaries be instructed to inquire whether Bibb county contains as much 
territory as is required by the constitution, and what quantity of territory 
has been taken from Bibb and added to Perry county, and make report to 
the House. 

Mr Roysdon obtained leave to introduce a bill be entitled an act to 
regulate the time of pleading in courts of justice, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Taylor offered the following : Resolved, That the committee on 
county boundaries be instructed to inquire into and ascertain, whether, 
by attaching the twelfth range to Montgomery county, it will not reduce 
the county of Dallas below the constitutional extend of territory Mr. 

Hester moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. The 
resolution was then adopted, and 

On motion of mr Taylor, the House again resolved itself into a commit¬ 
tee of the whole House, on the bill entitled an act to change and desig¬ 
nate the boundaries of certain counties therein named, mr Bibb in the 
chair; and after some time spend in consideration thereof, the commit¬ 
tee rose ; mr Speaker resumed the chair, and mr Chairman reported pro¬ 
gress, and leave was asked to sit again, which was granted. 

A message from the Senate, be Geo., Washington Gayle. Mr Speaker: 
The Senate have passed bills originating in their house entitled an act to 
authorize Sarah Cade, executrix of Drury B. Cade, deceased, to sell and 
transfer certain real estate, and an act regulating the duties of county 
treasurers. They have also passed a joint resolution proposing amend¬ 
ments to the constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial ses¬ 
sions of the General Assembly thereof; in all of which they desire your 
concurrence. They have also passed a bill originating to the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, entitled an act to authorize William J ohnson, sen. to make 
titles to lots sold by the commissioners of the town of Pickens, in Pick¬ 
ens county. They have also passed a joint resolution, asking the esta¬ 
blishment of a land office in Bellefonte, which originated in the House 
of Representatives, and have amended the same by striking out the provi¬ 
so from the end thereof in which amendment they desire your concurrence. 

The House resumed the consideration of mr Moore's motion, to indef¬ 
initely postpone the bill entitled an act to authorize the courts of 
roads and revenue, to fix and regulate the compensation of jurors, which 
was carried. 

Mr Hudson from the select committee, to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act to allow to George M. Taylor compensation for expenses 
incurred in the prosecution of David M. Smithson, charged with murder, 
reported a substitute in lieu thereof. Mr. Coopwood moved that the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed until Monday next, which was 
carried. 

Mr Taylor, who voted in the majority on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill entitled an act to compensate sheriffs and constables for keep¬ 
ing stock levied on by virtue of an execution or attachment, moved to re¬ 
consider the vote, which was carried. The House then adjourned to 
half past 9 o'clock, on Monday next, A.M. 
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Monday, December 21, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Fearn present the accounts of Feilding L. White, former jailer 
of Madison county which were severally read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on accounts. 

Mr Byrnes presented sundry accounts which were severally read and 
referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr ship presented the account of the jailer of Fayette county which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

Mr Parsons presented the record in the case of John B. Hazzard 
against the State, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Lane, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of M. D. Thompson, late quarter master general, reported that 
said account ought not to be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. Mr Grigsby moved that the report lie 
on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Mardis from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to which 
was referred the bill entitled an act to amend the laws now in force con¬ 
cerning the establishing of ferries, reported the same with sundry amend¬ 
ments, which were concurred in . The bill was then ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for a third reading to morrow. 

Mr Coleman, from the committee on the State Capitol, to which was 
referred the bill entitled an act making appropriations to pay the balance 
of the amount to which the commissioners of the State Capitol were 
authorized by law to contract, and for which there has been no appropri¬ 
ation, reported the same without amendment, the bill was then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill to be entitled an 
act to authorize William J ohnson, sen. to make titles to lots sold by the 
commissioners of the town of Pickens, in Pickens county, which orgi- 
nated in this House. 

Mr Bates presented the account of John F. Everett and others, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and re¬ 
port thereon. 

Mr Lane, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred the 
account of Samuel Haskins, sheriff of Lauderdale county, reported that 
said account is not authenticated according to law, and ought not to be 
allowed ; and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. Mr Craig moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Byrnes presented the memorial of a committee of the hook and ladder 
company of the city of Mobile, praying that said company may be con¬ 
tinued, which was read, and referred to a select committee consisting of 
messrs Byrnes, Bates, and Mims to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Taylor made the following report: The committee on military 
affairs, to which was referred the annual return of the quarter master 
general, have ha the same under consideration, and have also examined 
the arsenal of the State, and have instructed me to report that the arms 
and acoutrements now in the arsenal, are in good state of preservation, 
and that the arms reported in the return of the quarter master general 
are on hand. The committee are of opinion that the return is very 
defective, inasmuch as it does not shew how many stand of arms have 
been received from the General government, but only the amount receiv- 
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ed by the present incumbent, according to the statement of the quarter 
master general. The committee attach no blame to that officer, the defi¬ 
ciency of the return arising from the neglect of his predecessor, in not 
embracing in their annual report the arms received from the General 
Government, and the disposition made thereof. The committee are 
aware that there now are several pieces of field ordinance in possession 
of different corps, and which should have been accounted for by the 
quarter master general, and of which he gives no account. He alleges, 
that the Executive has never apprized him of there being such in pos¬ 
session of the government. The committee further state that without 
they could know how many stand of arms &c. have been received from 
the General government, it is impossible they can tell whether the return 
is correct or not. The committee further represent, that the arms are at 
present in a very insecure situation, and liable to be (at any moment.) 
used against the inhabitants of this part of this country. Your commit¬ 
tee do, therefore, earnestly represent to the house, the great danger of 
permitting the public arms to remain in their present unprotected and 
exposed state. They would recommend, therefore, that application be 
made the have them kept in the United States' Arsenal, near Mobile, 
where they can be shipped with more convenience to any part of the 
State, as exigencies may require: or to have built a place of safe keeping, 
commensurate with the risk and danger to the people of this section of 
the country, and the general welfare of the State, or that the General As¬ 
sembly have built near Mobile an arsenal for the safe keeping of the ubl- 
lic arms received by this State from the General Government. Mr 
Taylor moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Forrest from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries, to whom 
was referred a resolution of this House instruction them to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the road laws as to make it the duty of the 
commissioners court, or in the recess of the court, the judge of the coun¬ 
ty court upon the representation of three or more of the freeholders lia¬ 
ble to work on any road, to appoint anew overseer, when the incumbent 
shall have neglected his duty, or when he shall by death, removal or oth¬ 
erwise, have created a vacancy ; and also instructing them to inquire into 
the expediency of increasing the penalties on apportioners and overseers 
of roads, and of adopting a more summary moved of proceeding against 
overseers and apportioners ; reported, that in their opinion, there is no ne¬ 
cessity of any Legislative enactments on the several subjects embraced in 
said resolution, and asked leave to be discharged from its further consid¬ 
eration. Mr Taylor moved to lay the report on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Coleman from the committee on the State Capitol, to which was 
referred the memorial of Henry Sossaman, praying for relief, &c., report¬ 
ed a bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Henry Sossaman ; which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading on tomorrow. 

Mr Morrisett from the select committee, to which was referred the bill 
to be entitled, ana t to regulate appeals taken from the county to the cir¬ 
cuit courts, reported the same with several amendments, which were con¬ 
curred in ; the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Pope, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the law respecting 
the annual examination of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and coun¬ 
ty courts, that none but men of the legal profession shall be appointed for 
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that purpose, and that they shall be allowed by the proper authority a rea¬ 
sonable compensation for their services, that they shall report according 
to the laws not in force prescribing the clerk's duties, with a statement 
of all unlawful fees, and the parties from whom those fees were collected, 
that the said report shall be immediately recorded after sworn to and cer¬ 
tified, and subject to the inspection of every citizen in the State of Alaba¬ 
ma and any time, and the clerk shall be bound to exhibit the same when 
called for without compensation, that a heavy fine shall be imposed upon 
the judges of the respective courts, for failure to make the appointment 
once in every year. 

Mr Conner asked for leave until to-morrow to make report on the bill 
allowing compensation to B. M. Bradford, &c. which was granted. 

Mr Fearn obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
amend an act entitled ana ct incorporating the town of Huntsville, passed 
the 9th of January, 1829, which was read a first time and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Fitts, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing sheriffs compensation 
for collecting executions from the supreme court for costs. 

The engrossed bill entitled, ana ct making an appropriation for the pay¬ 
ment of the members and officers of the present General Assembly, was 
read a third time and passed ; Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid : Or¬ 
dered that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message was received from the Senate by George Washington Gayle; 
mr Speaker: The Senate have adopted the following resolution, in which 
they desire your concurrence : Resolved, that the joint committee appoint¬ 
ed by both Houses, to examine into and report to both Houses of this 
General Assembly, the votes given for and against the amendment to the 
constitution, providing for the alteration of the time the judges shall con¬ 
tinue in office, with the concurrence of the House of Representatives be 
dissolved, and that each House obtain through their own committee the 
information required of the joint committee on that subject. 

A message was received from the Governor by Capt, Abbot; Mr 
Speaker: I an instructed by the Governor is inform your honorable body, 
that he has approved and signed the following bills, viz : on the 17th inst. 
an act to alter the times of holding the county courts of J efferson county ; 
on the 19th inst., an act to amend an act passed the 13th day of J anuary, 

1826, entitled, an act to establish a permanent road from Florence in the 
county of Lauderdale, to Thanes in the county of Limestone ; on the same 
day, an act to increase the pay and the more effectually to provide for the 
payment of jurors for the county of Montgomery ; also, a joint resolution 
to authorize the building committee to procure the necessary furniture for 
the executive rooms in the State Capitol, all of which originated in the 
House of Representatives. 

On motion of mr Baker, the House again resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee of the whole House on the bill entitled, an act to change and des¬ 
ignated the boundaries of certain counties therein named ; mr Bibb in the 
chair, and after some time spent in the consideration of the same, the com¬ 
mittee rose, mr Speaker resumed the chair and mr chairman reported the 
bill without amendment. Mr Young then moved that the further consid¬ 
eration of the bill be postponed till the first Monday in August next, which 
was carried. Yeas 37- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Conner Cook Craig 



Curtis Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Horton 
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Hudson J ackson Massey McEldery Metcalfe Moore Murphree Oliver Philpott Pope 
Rather, Ship Smith Ward Weissinger and Young.- 37 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Bates 
Byrnes Coleman Coopwood Dale Ellis Grigsby Hays Hodges Jones King Lane 
Lawler Ligon Mardis Mead Mims Parsons Penn Richardson Robinson Ross Roul- 
ston Russell Taylor Van Dyke and Williams- 30. 

Ordered, that mr Hester have leave of absence until Monday next; Or¬ 
dered, that mr Van Dyke have leave of absence until Monday next. 

And that the House adjourned till to-morrow at half past 9 o'clock, A.M. 

Tuesday, December 22d, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by George Washington Gayle; Mr Speak¬ 
er: The Senate has read three several times and passed a bill entitled, an 
act to appoint commissioners to mark out a road through that part of Pike 
county, now occupied by the Creek I ndians, and for other purposes, and 
joint resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting our Represen¬ 
tatives in Congress to ask the consent of Congress to lay a tonnage duty for 
the term of five years, for the support of a harbor master for the prot of 
Mobile ; in which they desire the concurrence of your honorable body. 

They have also read three times and passed a bill entitled, an act to au¬ 
thorize the administrators of the estate of Thomas C. Bradford late of 
St Clair county, deceased, to sell the real estate which belonged to said 
decedent, which originated in the House of Representatives. 

Mr Goldthwaite presented an abstract of surveys from the register's 
office at Cahawba, which was read and referred to the committee on coun¬ 
ty boundaries. 

Mr Clark from the select committee, to which was referred the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of Bibb county, praying that William B. Norris be 
authorized to build a mill at Woodruff's Shoals on Cahawba river, in 
Bibb county, reported a bill to be entitled, an act to authorize William B. 

Norris to erect a mill on Cahawba river, which was read a first time and 
orderd to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Grigsby called up the account of Mathew D. Thomason, which 
was referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Moore, Ligon, 
Goldthwaite, Coleman and Grigsby. 

Mr Goldthwaite called up the account of William Y. Higgins, which 
was referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Moore, Ligon, 
Goldthwaite, Coleman and Grigsby. Mr Moore called up the accounts of 
William Howson, which was referred to the same committee. Mr Cole¬ 
man called up the account of Aaron Reddus, which was referred to the 
same committee. Mr Ligon called up the account of John Grigg, which 
was referred to the same committee. 

Mr Taylor presented a communication relating to the conduct of the 
State Architect. Mr Lawler moved that the communication lie on the 
table which was carried. 

Mr Pope obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to alter 
and amend a certain act therein named, which was read a first time. Mr 
Fearn moved that the bill lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Conner from the committee on ways and means to which was re¬ 
ferred the bill entitled, an act to prevent the further retailing of ardent 
spirits reported a substitute in lieu thereof. Mr Rather moved to amend 
the first section of the bill by striking out the words "fifty dollars," which 
was carried. Mr Clark moved to amend the 1st section by adding a pro¬ 
viso at the end thereof. Mr Flournoy moved that the bill be indefinitely 



postponed, which was lost, the question was again on Mr Clark's amend- 
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merit and carried. Mr Baker moved to fill the blank in the 1st section 
with the words "seventy-five dollars,” which was lost, yeas 13- Nays 54. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Baker, Banks, Bibb, Coopwood, Fitts, Grigsby, Hodges, Mardis, Mims, 

Oliver, Penn, Richardson, Roysdon and Weissinger- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Brad¬ 
ford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Craig, Cur¬ 
tis, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, hays, 

Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, 

Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, parsons, Philpott, Pope, Ra¬ 
ther, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Vandyke, Ward, 

Williams and Young- 54. 

Mr Fearn moved to fill the blank with the words "forty-five,” which 
was lost. Yeas 22- Nays 48. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Banks, Bibb, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Curtis, Fearn, Fitts, Grigsby, 

Hodges, Lawler, Mardis, Mims, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Richardson, 

Roysdon, Weissinger and Young- 22. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Barclay, Bates, Brad¬ 
ford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Cook, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, 

Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Hays, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, 

Jones, King, Lane, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, 
Murphree, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russel, Ship, Smith, 
Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward and Williams- 48. 

A message from the Senate by mr Lyon ; mr Speaker: The Senate have 
read three several times and passed which originated in their House 
entitled, an act to define the prison bounds of the several counties of this 
State; an act to authorize Thomas McDonald to collect toll on a bridge 
across the Conecuh river, and an act for the relief of Samuel M. Watson, 
of Henry county, in which they desire your concurrence. They have also 
passed bills, which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled, 
an act making an appropriation for the payment of the members and offi¬ 
cers of the present General Assembly, and an act to legalize the rites of 
matrimony between Gabriel butler and Mary Litterell, of the county of 
Lauderdale, and State of Alabama and to render legitimate their children. 

Mr Fearn made the following report: The joint committee elected to 
investigate the conduct of the late land commissioners, have according to 
order been for some time engages therein and have instructed me to re¬ 
port the following resolution: Resolved, that this committee report to the 
two Houses of the Legislature, that it will not be practicable for the ocm- 
mittee to close their examination and make report so as to afford time for 
legislation, would any be esteemed necessary, before the period appointed 
by law for re-opening the land office. They therefore respectfully suggest 
the propriety of continuing the office closed, until the end of the present 
session, which measure need not in the end prejudice the occupants, as 
their time of entry would be prolonged of course accordingly. The same 
committee reported a bill to be entitled, an act further to close the land 
office, which was read a first time. Mr. Coleman moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed till the first Monday in August next, 
which was carried. Yeas 53- Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, 

Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldth¬ 
waite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, Lane, 



Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, McEldery, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, 
Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Rusell, Ship, Smith, 
Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 
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Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, brown, Fearn, Forrest 
King, Mead, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Roulston and Taylor. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled, a bill entitled, an act to au¬ 
thorize the administrators of the estate of Thomas C. Bradford, late of 
St Clair county, deceased, to sell the real estate which belonged to said 
decedent. 

A message from the Senate by George Washington Gayle ; Mr Speaker: 
The Senate have read three several times and passed a bill entitled, an act 
to authorize the register of the land office at Courtland to correct cer¬ 
tain errors in the return of the land commissioners, in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

On motion of mr Mardis, Resolved, that that the committee on inland 
navigation be instructed to inquire into the expediency of appointing one 
or more engineers to examine into the practicability and expense of re¬ 
moving the obstructions, so as to admit of safe navigation for boats of any 
size, from the lowest obstructions in the Coosa river to the ten islands 
in said river, and also into the propriety of appropriating a sufficient 
amount of the three per cent fund of this State to defray the expenses in¬ 
cident upon such examination, and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act fur¬ 
ther to provide for the location of the seat of justice in Pickens county, 
which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Ordered, That mr Ship have leave of absence till Monday next. 

Mr Green obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to re¬ 
peal in part a certain act therein named, which was read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Mobley obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
repeal in part an act entitled an act to repeal an act approved, J anuary 
12th, 1828 which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr Craig called up the account of Samuel Haskins, which was referred 
to a select committee consisting of messrs Moore, Ligon, Goldthwaite, 

Coleman and Grigsby. And then the House adjourned till 10 o'clock 
to-morrow, A.M. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23d, 1829.- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled, an act 
making an appropriation for the payment of the members and officers of 
the present General Assembly. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the following communication: 

STATE CAPITOL, DECEMBER 23, 1829. 

Sir: I respectfully ask of the honorable body over which you preside, 
that a full investigation may be made of any charges which may be pre¬ 
ferred against me, and of all my conduce and proceedings as superinten- 
dant of public buildings. Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant. 

WM. NICHOLS, State Architect. 

HON. J OHN GAYLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Lawler moved that the communication lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Craig presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lauderdale 
county praying to continue an election precinct therein named, which was 
read and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 
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Mr McEldery presented the account of William I. Gilbert, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Clark presented the petitio of Elenor Cates, praying to be exone¬ 
rated from the payment of a certain sum of money therein named, which 
was read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Coleman presented the petition of William E. Philips and Calvin 
I. King, relative to certain lands therein mentioned, which was read and 
referred to the committee on lands appropriated for internal improvement. 

Mr Flournoy presented the account of Thomas Davis, late sheriff of 
Pickens, county, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Bates presented the account of T. Sanford, which was read and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Roysdon presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Marion 
county, praying the passage of a law to establish the lines between Fay¬ 
ette and Marion counties, which was read and referred to the committee 
on county boundaries. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on accounts to 
which was referred the accounts of Samuel G. Swift, surviving partner of 
the late firm of J ackson and Swift, of Mobile, for supplies for the State 
on account of the reception of Gen. La Fayette have according to order 
had said account under consideration and have instructed me to ask leave 
to be discharged from the further consideration of said account, and said 
committee recommend that said account be referred to the committee on 
propositions and grievances, the committee discharged ; the account was 
accordingly referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Hudson from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of J. G. Lyon, asking compensation for 
extra services performed by him as clerk of the circuit court of Mobile 
county, reported, that the services rendered are not chargeable on the 
State, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, which was granted. 

Mr Taylor made the following report: The committee on military af¬ 
fairs to whom was referred a communication from the Secretary of State 
and the accompanying documents on the subject of a contested election 
for major general of the 4th divisions of the militia of this State, have ac¬ 
cording to order had the same under consideration and directed me to re¬ 
port that it appears satisfactorily to your committee, that a court martial 
consisting of thirteen members, did in pursuance of executive order, da¬ 
ted 18th December, 1828, convene in Claiborne on the 9th February, 1829, 
for the purpose of determining a contested election ; the officers of that 
court lived at a great distance from Claiborne, and although a great in¬ 
convenience and consequent expense to themselves, a number sufficient 
to constitute a court did convene and continue their sittings for several 
days, without being able to effect the object of their meeting, in conse¬ 
quence of the neglect of the proper officer to furnish the court with the 
grounds of contest. It appears frm an executive order, bearing date, 
November 18th, 1828, addressed to the adjutant general, that that officer 
did perform his duty, be detailing the court, but that there was not fur¬ 
nished to that officer any grounds of contest by the executive. Your com¬ 
mittee further state, it is in evidence before the committee, that immedi¬ 
ately after the adjournment of the court, the president thereof preferred 
charges against the adjutant general forwarded to the executive and the 
arrest of that officer earnestly requested for neglect of duty ; that the ex¬ 
ecutive did not nor never had caused him to be arrested ; your committee 
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would further state, that they acquit the adjutant general of any criminal 
neglect, because he strictly obeyed his orders, and because the paper or 
grounds of contest, properly belonged to the executive office and should 
have accompanied his ordered to the adjutant general; your committee fur¬ 
ther state, that in consequence of the failure to determine the contested 
election, there is no major general in command of the 4th division, and 
therefore no annual report of the strength and condition of that division, 
by which the State will loose a considerable part of the arms and accou¬ 
trements to which she would otherwise be entitled to receive from the 
government of the United States. Mr Taylor moved that the report lie 
on the table, which was carried. 

Mr McElderry from the committee on accounts to which was referred 
the account of J ohn S. Edward sheriff of St Clair county, reported that 
said account is not chargeable on the State. Mr Massey moved that the 
report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a bill entitled, an act to 
legalize the rites of matrimony between Gabriel Butler and Mary Littrell, 
of the county of Lauderdale and State of Alabama, and render legitimate 
their children, which originated in this House. 

Mr Conner from the select committee to which was referred the bill en¬ 
titled, an act for the payment of Benjamin M, Bradford and J ack Shack¬ 
leford, for stationary, printing and other expenses incurred in the land 
office at Courtland, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopt¬ 
ed. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to¬ 
morrow. 

On motion of mr Bibb, Ordered, that messrs Conner and Roysdon have 
leave of absence till Monday next, Ordered, that mr Cole have leave of 
absence till Monday next. 

Mr Coopwood made the following report: The committee appointed 
on the part of this House, to act jointly with the committee on the part 
of the Senate, in examining the returns of the different sheriffs having the 
number of votes in their respective counties for and against the proposed 
amendment of the constitution, limiting the tenure by which judges hold 
their offices, to six years, have discharged that duty, and respectfully sub¬ 
mit the following report: That in counting the votes in the return made 
by the sheriffs of the several counties in the State, they find for the amend¬ 
ment 23199 votes, 6925 against it, 1466 silent, which last mentioned num¬ 
ber added to the votes against the amendment will be 8491, which when 
deducted from the votes for the amendment leaves a majority for the 
amendment of 14708 votes, we find also the returns made in pursuance of 
law, and that the resolutions were published three months before the last 
August election, according to the requisitions of the constitution, from 
all of which your committee respectfully recommend the ratification of the 
proposed amendment to the constitution, limiting the tenure by which 
judges hold their offices, to six years. Mr Clark moved that the report 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled, an act to pre¬ 
vent the further retailing ardent spirits. Mr Bibb moved to fill the 
blank in the first section of the bill, with the word "forty" which was 
lost. Yeas 26- Nays 41. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker Banks Bibb Brodnax Cole Coleman Coopwood Curtis Fearn Green 
Grigsby Hodges Lawler Mardis Mims Morrissett Oliver Parsons Pen Pope Rich- 



ardson Roysdon Taylor Weissinger and Young 
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Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Barclay Bates Bradford 
Brown Byrnes Clark Conner Cook Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Flournoy 
Forrest Goldthwaite Hays Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King lane Massey Mc- 
Elderyy Mead Metcalfe Mobley Moore Murphree Philpott Rather Robinson Ross 
Roulston Russell Smith Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Mr Baker moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an addition sec¬ 
tion. Mr Mardis moved that the bill together with the amendment be re¬ 
ferred to a select committee, which was carried : whereupon messrs Mar¬ 
dis, Coopwood and Baker, were appointed said committee. 

The bill entitled an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts in 
the counties of Limestone and Lawrence counties, was read a second time 
and referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr Clark obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to dis¬ 
pense with the further services of the State Architect, which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Ellis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
change the time of holding the fall term of the circuit courts in the 7th 
judicial circuit, which was read a first time and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr Acklen obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
annex an additional county to the fifth judicial circuit, and regulate the 
time of holding courts in said circuit, which was read a first time and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Baker obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to in¬ 
crease the capital of the Bank of the State of Alabama, which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Moore, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws not in 
force, as to compel sheriffs and other officers who may collect money be¬ 
longing to the Bank of the State of Alabama, to make immediate payment 
of the same in to the State Bank. 

Mr Taylor obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act better 
to secure the safe keeping of the public arms, which was read a first time 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Murphree, Resolved, that the committee on the judi¬ 
ciary be instructed to inquire if any, and what amendments are necessary 
to the existing statues in relation to the issuance of marriage license. 

On motion of mr Flournoy, Resolved, that the military committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of requiring or permitting by 
law, on volunteer light infantry company to each battallion of the militia 
of this State. 

Mr Mobley presented the memorial of Morgan Carleton, of Clarke 
county; praying amendments to the militia laws of this State, which was 
read and referred to the military committee. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. The bill entitled 
an act to authorize a partial failure of consideration to be plead at law, 
was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. The bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the Spring Creek navigation company, passed the 24th day of 
December 1824, was read a second time, and referred to the judiciary 
committee; MrAcklen's motion. 

A message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton. 

December 23, 1829. 

Mr Speaker: I am instructed by the Governor to inform your honora- 



ble body, that he did this day approve and sign the following bills : An 
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act making an appropriation for the payment of the members and officers 
of the present General Assembly; an act to authorize William J ohnson, 
sen. to make titles to lots sold by the commissioners of the town of 
Pickens, in Pickens county : an act to alter the name of Lazarus Mad¬ 
dux, to that of Leigh Maddux: and on the 22nd inst. an act to autho¬ 
rize the administrators of the estate of Thomas C. Bradford, late of St. 

Clair county, dec to sell the real estate which belonged to said decedent. 

All of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

Mr clarke moved to postpone indefinitely the resolution from the 
Senate, proposing a dissolution of the joint committee appointed to 
examine and count the votes given for and against the amendment to the 
constitution, providing for the alteration of the time the judges shall 
continue in office, which was carried. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, viz: An act for the relief 
of Samuel N. Watson, of Henry county: an act to define the prison 
bounds of the several counties of this State; an act to appoint commits- 
soners to mark out a road through that part of Pike county now occu¬ 
pied by the Creek I ndians, and for other purposed; an act to authorize 
Thomas M'Donald to collect toll on a bridge across the Connecuh river; 
joint resolution instructing our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to lay a tonnage duty for the term of five years, for the support of an 
harbor master for the port of Mobile ; an act to authorize the register 
of the land office at Courtland to correct certain errors in the return of 
the land commissioners ; an act to establish the permanent seat of jus¬ 
tice in Dale county ; an act to authorize Sarah Edwards to sell a certain 
town lat therein mentioned; an act to change the name of Henry Dud¬ 
ley ; an act to exempt garnishees from the payment of costs in certain 
cases ; joint resolution proposing amendments to the constitution of the 
State of Alabama, so as to limit the tenure of the judges offices to six 
years ; joint resolution instructing the comptroller of public accounts 
not to institute suit against the securities of Benjamin Baldwin ; an act to 
extend the powers of the county court of Dallas county, in relation to 
roads ; an act for the relief of J ane Tune ; an act to authorize notaries 
public of the several counties of this State, to take acknowledgements or 
proof of deeds and relinquishments of dower; joint resolution instruc- 
ing our members in Congress to oppose all measures to renew the char¬ 
ter of the Bank of the United States ; an act explanatory of the laws on 
the subject of solicitor's fees in suits in chancery ; an act more effectually 
to secure trials in capital cases by impartial jurors; an act to repeal in 
part an act entitled an act regulating judicial proceedings in certain cases, 
passed the 18th December, 1811, and for other purposes ; an act to au¬ 
thorize the trustees of the university of the State of Alabama to reduce 
the price of the unsold university lands in this State, and an act to change 
the mode of paying jurors in certain counties therein mentioned, were 
severally read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by Geo. Washington Gayle. Mr Speaker, 
The Senate have concurred in a resolution from the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives proposing that the joint committee elected to examine into the 
situation and management of the State Bank, the Senate concurring therein, 
be required to ascertain and report to the two Houses of the General As¬ 
sembly, with as little delay as practicable, what amount of bills of ex¬ 
change have been discounted, and what amount of damages has been re¬ 
ceived upon bills of exchange, which have not been punctually paid during 
each year since the establishment of the bank. They have also passed 
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bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to establish the permanent seat 
of justice in Dale county : an act to authorize Sarah Edwards to sell a 
certain town lot therein mentioned ; and an act to change the name of 
Henry Dudley, in which they desire the concurrence of your honorable 
body. They have also passed a joint resolution instructing the comptrol¬ 
ler of public accounts not to institute suit against the securities of Ben¬ 
jamin Baldwin : they have also read three several times ratified and 
passed a joint resolution proposing amendments to the constitution of the 
State of Alabama, so as to limit the tenure of the judges offices to six 
years, in both of which resolutions they desire your concurrence. They 
have also passed a bill entitled an act to exempt garnishees from the pay¬ 
ment of costs in certain cases, in which they desire your concurrence. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act making appropriations for the pay¬ 
ment of certain claims against the State of Alabama, was referred to the 
judiciary committee, with instructions to report thereon to-morrow. 

The engrossed joint resolution asking the establishment of a land office 
in Bellefonte being under consideration, Mr Moore moved that the 
House disagree to the amendment made by the Senate, by striking out the 
proviso, which was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 33. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Banks, Bates Bibb Coleman Curtis Dale Fearn Forrest Green Grigsby 
Hays King Lane Lawler McElderry Mead Mobley Moore Murphree Oliver Penn 
Philpott Rather Robinson Ross Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Barclay Bradford 
Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Ellis Flournoy 
Goldthwaite Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Pope 
Richardson Roulston Roysdon Russell Smith Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Ordered, that the House concur in said amendments. 

Mr Pope called up the bill entitled an act to alter and amend a certain 
act therein named, which was places among the orders of the day, and 
then the House adjourned to half past 9, to-morrow, A.M. 

Thursday, December 24, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the account of the Rev. J ames Hil- 
house, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts to 
consider and report thereon. 

Mr Fearn presented the petition of John Robinson, a free man of color, 
praying the passage of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein named, 
which was read and referred to the committee on the state of republic. 

Mr Forrest presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jefferson 
county, praying a division of the university fund, which was road and re¬ 
ferred to a select committee consisting of messrs Forrest, Coleman and 
Goldthwaite, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Coopwood presented sundry documents relating to the account of 
John Grigg, which was read and referred to the same committee to which 
the account in referred. 

Mr Byrnes presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Mobile 
county, praying the passage of a law to establish a certain road therein 
mentioned ; which was read and referred to the committee on roads, 
bridges, and ferries. 

Mr Dennis presented the petition of Nathaneil Clark, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was read 
and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances, to consider 
and report thereon. 



Mr Rather presented the account of Charles Lewin, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 
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Mr Byrnes presented the record and proceedings of the circuit court 
of Mobile county, in the case of Borel, against Theresa Borel, for 
divorce, which was read and referred to the committee on divorce and 
alimony. 

Mr Parsons made the following report: The judiciary committee to whom was 
referred the bill to appropriate certain monies for the compensation of M'Bride and 
henry Minor, Esq with instructions to report to the House this morning; report, 
they have according to order had the subject under consideration, and that accord¬ 
ing to the act of 1827, page 9, the decisions were to be reported as the supreme 
court should direct and that the compensation was to be an annual sum of five 
hundred dollars, and that fifteen copies were to be deposited in the Secretary of 
State's office, which has been done of te decisions ordered to be reported, and that 
the said Henry Minor for his first volume of reports, is legally, in the opinion of 
your committee, entitled to the sum of $500, one year's salary. That the fault, if 
any, but they perceive none, was in the direction of the judges of said court. 

Your committee request the act to be considered as a part of this report, and, 
therefore, recommend a non-concurrence with the amendment of the Senate, 

Your committee presumes mr Speaker to be in possession of the facts as far as the 
judges were concerned in directing the manner of reporting said decisions. 

(Signed,) E. PARSONS, Chairman. 

Mr Bibb who voted in the majority on the reference to the judiciary 
committee, moved to re-consider the votes, which was carried. Mr Bibb 
moved that the House disagree to the amendment made by the Senate to 
the bill, which was carried. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the committee on the state of the republic, to 
which was referred a resolution instructing them to draft a memorial pray- 
ong a relinquishment of claim to certain lands, for the purposes of esta¬ 
blishing primary schools in the several counties of this State, reported a 
memorial on that subject. Mr Baker moved that it lie on the table, 
which was lost: it was adopted. 

Mr Rather made the following report: The committee on propositions and griev¬ 
ances, to whom was again referred the petition of sundry citizens of Bibb county, 
praying that the court house in said county may be located at or within one mile of 
the centre of said county, have again according to order had said petition under con¬ 
sideration, and respectfully report, that the petitioners for said location, are in num¬ 
ber three hundred and seventy-six, and that there are in the possession of the com¬ 
mittee on county boundaries, petitions from said county containing four hundred 
and seventy-nine named, which petitions were laid before your committee; said 
four hundred and seventy-nine pray, that said county seat may remain at its present 
location, which location was under an act of the Legislature of 1827, by a vote of 
the people of said county. Your committee, therefore, is of opinion that the coun¬ 
ty seat of said county ought to remain at its present location, and that it is inexpe¬ 
dient to legislate further on the subject; in which report the House concurred. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brown Byrnes Clark cole- 
man Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Forrest Green Hays 
Hudson J ackson King Lane Massey M'Elderry Mead Mims Moore Morrisett Mor- 
phree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Roulston Russell Smith Ward 
Weissinger Williams and Young- 45. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Brodnax Dennis Grigsby 
J ones Lawler Mardis Metcalfe Robinson Ross and Taylor - 11. 

Mr Bibb moved that mr Fitts have leave of absence till Monday next, 
which was granted. Ordered, that messrs Richardson and Clark have 



leave of absence until Monday next. 

Mr Weissinger, from the committee on propositions and grievances, 
to which was referred the petition of Samuel Martin, reported that it is 
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inexpedient to legislate on the subject, and ask leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Young from the committee on accounts, to which was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as relates to the settlement of accounts 
between this State and the State of Mississippi, reported that they have 
no data of any kind whatsoever upon which to act, and ask leave to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject, which was 
granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The select committee appointed to exam¬ 
ine the office of the comptroller up the expiration of the service of the late comp¬ 
troller, have according to order proceeded up the duties assigned the, and re¬ 
port that said office has not been examined since the organization of the govern¬ 
ment, (ten years,) the committee, therefore, found it would be impossible for them 
to wade through the mass of vouchers, and books in that office, during the present 
session of the legislature. They, therefore, took up the transactions of the last year, 
and found the books and statements correct, and in accordance with the last annual 
report, of that officer, and from the examination given that office, your committee 
feel well assured, that every thin appertaining to the same will be found correct: 
They would recommend to the legislature the propriety of an annual examination of 
the office, inasmuch as it is alike due to that office and the people we represent. 

The committee ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of said 
office. (Signed,) J. B. CLARK, Chairman. 

The committee were discharged. 

Mr Taylor presented sundry documents relating to the State Architect, 
which were read and laid on the table. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to provide for the payment of the commissioners, a balance due for their 
services in selecting and valuing the lands granted to this State for inter¬ 
nal improvement, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading onto-morrow. 

On motion of mr Moore: Resolved, That the State Bible Society, be 
permitted to hold their annual session in this hall this evening, at 6 o'clock, 
and the Temperature Society be permitted to hold their session to-mor¬ 
row evening at 6 o'clock. 

On motion of mr Hudson : Resolved, That the door keeper be auth- 
rized to purchase a lock for the use of the clerk's room in the Capitol. 

On motion of mr Green: Resolved, That the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing part of the 4th and 
5th section, of an act entitled an act for the suppression of vice and im¬ 
morality, passed March 12, 1803, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Acklen obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the third section of an act passed the 29th day of J anuary, 1829, 
entitled an act to prevent extortion by public officer, and for other pur¬ 
poses, which was read a first, time and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Bates, from the select committee to which was referred a resolution 
instructing them to inquire into the expediency of memorializing the 
Congress of the United States concerning the public works of Dauphin 
Island, reported a memorial concerning fortifications on Dauphin Island ; 
which was adopted by the House. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the 
Senate therewith. 

Mr Acklen, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instruction them to inquire into the expediency of allowing sheriffs 
compensation for collecting executions from the supreme court for costs, 



reported that it is inexpedient to legislate further upon the subject of al- 
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lowing compensation to the sheriffs for such services. Mr Acklen moved 
that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

On motion of mr Goldthwaite ; Resolved, That the Secretary of State 
be required to furnish this House with an abstract of the census of the 
Creek I ndians within the limits of this State, so far as the same shall 
have been returned to his office. 

Mr Bates obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to re¬ 
peal in part an act entitled an act to raise a revenue for the support of go¬ 
vernment until otherwise altered by law, so far as the same relates to tax 
on cattle, approved 13th J anuary , 1827, which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Lawler called up the resolution from the senate proposing an ad¬ 
journment of the General Assembly, on the 24th inst. (to day.) Mr 
Lawler moved to amend the resolution by striking out 24th, with a view 
to insert the 16th J anuary next. Mr Mead moved to lay the resolution 
on the table till the 16th J anuary next which was lost. Mr Coopwood 
moved that the further consideration of the resolution be postponed till 
11th J anuary next, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to appoint canal commissioners for the improve¬ 
ment of the navigation of the Tennessee river and for other purposes, 
being under consideration, mr Coopwood moved that the bill be referred 
to a committee of the whole House on Monday next, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to incorporate Marion academy, in Perry 
county, was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the following 
titles, to wit: An act to authorize J ohn A. Chapman, Simeon Chapman, 

Daniel Welch, and their associates, to turnpike a certain road therein 
named ; joint resolution asking the establishment of a land office in Belle- 
fonte ; an act concerning the dismissal of suites at common law ; an act 
to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to establish and im¬ 
prove a certain road therein mentioned approved J anuary 13, 1829 ; an 
act to change the mode f compensating jurors in the county of Pike, 
and a joint memorial asking a donation of land to connect by canal the 
waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers ; all of which originated in 
this House. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to wit: joint resolution 
proposing amendments to the constitution of the State of Alabama, so as 
to have biennial sessions of the General Assembly thereof; an act to ex¬ 
tend the time for final settlement of the accounts of the tax collector of 
Morgan county; an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 
Valley Creek Academy, in the county of Dallas; an act to fix the time 
of convening the General Assembly of the State of Alabama; an act to 
repeal an act concerning roads, highways, bridges, and ferries, in the 
coujnty of Mobile, approved, December 24, 1824; an act to amend an 
act for the government of the port and harbor of Mobile passed Decem¬ 
ber 23, 1822; an act for the relief of Martha Williams, and for other 
purposes ; an act to amend an act entitled an act to authorize the sales of 
sixteenth sections, and for other purposes, approved J anuary 15, 1828; 
an act to authorize the inhabitants of township two, range one east, in 
Madison county, to hold an election for the purpose of ascertaining the 
wished of said inhabitants, in regard to selling the sixteenth section, 
and for other purposes ; memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
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to procure the establishment of a land office at Monticello, in Pike count, 

Alabama ; an act to authorize Sarah Cade, executrix of Drury B. Cade, 
deceased, to sell and transfer certain real estate, and an act regulating 
the duties of county treasurers, were severally read a first time, and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act supplemental to an act, passed 
the 14th December, 1827, prescribing the mode of contesting elections, 
was read a first time : and the rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, 
and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

The bill entitled an act further to provide for the location of the seat of 
justice in Pickens county, was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on county boundaries to consider and report thereon. 

The engrossed bill entitled, an act amendatory of the laws of this State, 
on the subject of confining prisoners committed upon process from the 
courts of the United States, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act supplemental to the act establishing the Bank of 
the State of Alabama, and to regulate damages in transactions and ope¬ 
rations of said Bank, being on its second reading : mr Clark moved that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed until the first Monday 
in August next, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to attach a part of the counties of Clark and 
Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other purposes, being under 
consideration ; Mr Mobley moved that the bill lie on the table till Tues¬ 
day next, and be made the special order of the day, which was carried. 

Mr Mobley, who voted in the majority in the vote just given, moved to 
reconsider that vote, which was carried. Mr Parsons then moved that 
the bill be made the order of the day for Tuesday next, which was carried. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to regulate proceedings in certain 
actions of detinue, was read a third time. Mr Coopwood moved that 
the bill lie on the table till Saturday next, which was lost. And the 
question being put, "shall this bill pass?" it was determined in the af¬ 
firmative. Yeas 38- Nays 23. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coleman, Cook, 

Curtis, Dennis, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green , Grigsby, Jackson, 

Lane, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Mims, Moore, Morrisett,Mur- 
phree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Williams and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jones, 

King, Metcalfe, Mobley, Roulston, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Ward, and Weissinger. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

It being 20 minutes past 1 o'clock, P.M. mr Baker moved that the 
House adjourn till Saturday next, at 10 o'clock, A.,M. which was lost- 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Craig, 

Curtis, Dale, Flournoy, Forrest, Horton, Lane, Mims, Mobley, Penn, Philpot, 

Pope, Rather, and Young- 23. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, 
Cook, Coopwood, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Green, Grisby, 



Hays, Hodges, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McEl- 
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dery, Mead, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrisette, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Ross, Roul- 
ston, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger and Williams- 38. 

Mr Forrest moved that the House adjourn until Saturday next, nine 
o'clock A.M. which was lost- Yeas 27- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, 

Craig, Curtis, Dale, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Grigsby, Horton, Lane, Mardis, 

Mims, Mobley, Penn, Philpot, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, 
Cook, Coopwood, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Goldthwaite, Green Hays, Hodges, Hud¬ 
son, J ackson, J ones, King, Lawler, Massey, McEldery, Mead, Metcalfe, Moore, 
Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Roulston, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Ward, 
Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Bates moved that the House adjourn until Saturday next, at half 
past 8 o'clock, which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 38. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Bates Brodnax Byrnes Clark Coleman Dale 
Fearn Flournoy Forrest Horton lane Mardis Mims Mobley Penn Pope Rather 
Robinson and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay Bibb Bradford Brown 
Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Ellis Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays 
Hodges Hudson J ackson J ones King Lawler Massey McElderry Mead Metcalfe 
Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver parsons Philpott Ross Roulston Russell Smith 
Taylor Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Baker moved that the House adjourn until on quarter before 9 
o'clock, A.M. on Saturday next, which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coleman ,Craig, Dale, 
Flournoy, Forrest Hodges, Horton, King, Lane, Mims, Mobley, Penn, Rather, 

Robinson and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, 
Cook, Coopwood, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Goldthwaite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hudson, J ackson, J ones, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McEldery, Mead, Metcalfe, 

Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Ross, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Ward, 
Weissinger, and Williams. 

Mr Bibb moved that the House adjourn until half past 9 o'clock, to-mor¬ 
row, A.M. which was lost. Yeas 25- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Coleman Cook Coopwood Durrett Flour¬ 
noy Hays Hodges Hudson Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe Morrisett 
Murphree Oliver Ross Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Banks 
Bates Byrnes Clark Craig Dale Dennis Ellis Fearn Forrest Goldthwaite Green 
Grigsby Horton J ackson J ones King Lane Mead Mims Mobley Moore Parsons 
Penn Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Roulston Russell Smith Taylor and Young. 

Mr Mobley moved that the House adjourn until Satruday 10 o'clock, 

A.M. which was carried. Yeas 31- Nays 30. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Baker Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark Cole¬ 
man Craig Dale Fearn Flournoy Forrest Grigsby Hodges Horton Lane Mims 
Mobley Penn Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Ross Russell Ward and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay Brown Cook Coopwood 
Dennis Durrett Ellis Goldthewaite Green Hays Hudson J ackson J ones King 
Lawler Mardis Massey M'Elderry Mead Metcalfe Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver 



Parsons Roulston Smith Taylor Weissinger and Williams. 

And then the House adjourned until Saturday next, at 10 o'clock A.M. 
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Saturday, December 26, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Ligon presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Walker 
county, praying al alteration in the boundary line of said county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on county boundaries to consider 
and report thereon. 

Mr Bates presented the account of the Sheriff of Mobile county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr Ligon presented the memorial of J ames A. Trice, praying the pas¬ 
sage of a law declaratory of the intention of the last General Assembly, 
and for the correction of such errors on the part of the land commission¬ 
ers, as tend to the injury of any individual, which was read. Mr Coop- 
wood moved that the memorial lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Ellis from the J udiciary committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire what amendments, if any, are necessary 
to the laws of this State regulating marriages, reported a bill to be enti¬ 
tled an act amendatory of an act entitled an act regulating the solemniza¬ 
tion of marriages, passed J anuary 5, 1805; which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Ross, from the select committee to which was referred the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of the 13th township, range No. 9, reported that 
the object of the petitioners is fully embraced in a bill which is now be¬ 
fore the House, and ask leave to be discharged from the further considera¬ 
tion thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Bradford called up the account of the sheriff of St. Clark county, 
which was, on motion of mr Bradford, referred to the committee on 
propositions and grievances, to consider and report thereon. 

William H. Jack, a representative from the county of Tuscaloosa, ap¬ 
peared, was qualified and took his seat. 

The engrossed bill from the Senate, entitled an act to authorize the 
register of the land office at Courtland, to correct certain errors in the re¬ 
turn of the land commissioners, was read a second time. Mr Moore 
moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section. Mr 
Coopwood moved that the amendment lie on the table, which was carried. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Barclay Bates Brodnax Byrnes Coleman Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis 
Durrett Ellis Flournoy Goldthwaite Grigsby Hodges Horton Hudson J ones 
Lane Ligon Massey Mead Metcalfe Morrissette Pope Robinson Ross Roulston Rus¬ 
sell Smith Taylor and Williams- 33. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Bradford 
Cook Dale Fearn Forrest Green J ackson King Mardis McElderry Mims Mobley 
Moore Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Rather Ward Weissinger and 
Young- 5. 

Mr McElderry moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an addition¬ 
al section. Mr Coopwood moved that the amendment lie on the table, 
which was carried. Yeas 43- Nays 17. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brown Brodnax Byrnes Coleman Cook Coopwood 
Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Ellis Flournoy Forrest Grigsby Hodges Horton 
Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Mead Metcalfe Moore 
Morrissett Murphree Pope Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Smith Taylor Ward 
Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Banks 



Dale Fearn Goldthwaite Green Hsyus J ack M'Elderry Mobley Oliver Parsons 
Penn Philpott and Rather. 
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And the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being sis- 
pensed with, it was then read a third time forthwith and passed ; Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid ; Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House, a communication from the secretary 
of State, containing an abstract of the census of the Creek I ndians, within 
the limits of this State. Mr Goldthwaite moved that the communication 
lie on the table, which was carried. Mr Fearn moved that one hundred 
copies thereof pre printed for the use of the House, which was carried. 

Mr Mobley offered the following: Resolved, that a select committee 
be appointed to inquire into the expediency of memorializing the con¬ 
gress of the United States, to allow to the trustees of the Franklin acade¬ 
my of Clarke county, and the trustees of the Claiborne academy of Mon¬ 
roe county, the privilege, severally, of entering four quarter sections of 
any unsold or relinquished lands, lying within their respective counties, 
at the minimum price of the General Government, for the purpose of 
erecting suitable buildings for the female departments of said institutions. 

Mr Coopwood moved to amend the resolution by adding the words Moul¬ 
ton academy, in the county of Lawrence, which was carried. Mr Taylor 
moved to amend it by adding Valley creek academy, in the county of 
Dallas, which was carried. Mr Mobley moved to lay it on the table, 
which was carried. 

Ordered, that mr Lawler have leave of absence until Tuesday next. 

And then the house adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o'clock, A.M. 

Monday, December 28th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Brodnax presented the petition of the master and wardens of Autau¬ 
ga lodge No. 30, praying the passage of a law to authorize the drawing of 
a lottery for the benefit of said lodge, which was read and referred to a 
select committee consisting of messrs Brodnax, Taylor and Goldthwaite, 
to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Taylor presented the letter of J ohn shields, on the subject of roads, 
which was read and referred to the committee on roads, bridges and fer¬ 
ries. 

The resolution of mr Parsons, proposing the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee to examine the business before the House, being under considera¬ 
tion, mr Forrest moved that the further consideration thereof be postpon¬ 
ed until the 10th day of January next, which was carried. 

Mr Mardis from the select committee to which was referred, the bill 
entitled, an act to prevent the further retailing of ardent spirits, reported 
a substitute in lieu thereof. Mr Mardis moved that the further consider¬ 
ation of the bill be postponed until to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Pope offered the following: Resolved, that the protest entered upon 
the journals of this House by the minority, expressing their reasons for 
opposing the passage of a law authorizing the closing of the land office, 
shall appear upon the printing journals, only in its corrected form, which 
was adopted. 

Mr Taylor presented the annual return of the adjutant and inspector 
general, which was read and referred to the military committee, 

Mr Coopwood offered the following by way of an amendment to the 
journal of Saturday last, viz : mr Ligon presented the memorial of J ames 
A. Trice, of Lawrence county, praying the passage of a law to correct a 
decision of the late land commissioners, between him and Samuel Erwin 
and other, if any, which was lost. 
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Mr Acklen presented the memorial of sundry citizens of the town of 
Huntsville, praying that a slave therein named be emancipated, which was 
read and referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr Coopwood moved to spread on the journals of the House, the me¬ 
morial of J ames A. Trice, which was lost. 

Mr J ack presented the petition of the Warrior Guards, of the city of 
Tuscaloosa, praying the passage of a law to exempt them from attending 
regimental and battalion parades, which was read and referred to the mili¬ 
tary committee to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Mobley obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
change the time of holding the county court of Clarke county, which was 
read a first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
explain an act entitled an act to enable the State of Alabama to sell and 
dispose of certain lands therein named, in regard to discounts for prompt 
payment, which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ellis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act limiting 
the process of justices of the peace in civil cases, which was read and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The House then resolved itself into committee of the whole House on 
the bill entitled, an act to appoint canal commissioners for the improve- 
met of the navigation of the Tennessee river and for other purposes ; mr 
Moore in the chair, and after some time spent in the consideration of the 
same, the committee rose, mr Chairman reported progress and leave was 
asked to sit again on Monday next, which was granted. 

And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

Evening Session, 3 o'clock -- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Byrnes obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act grant¬ 
ing J ames Livingston the exclusive right of running a row boat or sail 
boat for the transportation of passengers between the city of Mobile and 
the village of Belle Rose or White bluff, in Baldwin county, which was 
read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Moore presented a communication from Henry King, in relation to 
the conduct of the land commissioners, which was read and referred to the 
joint committee appointed to examine into the conduce of said commis¬ 
sioners. 

On motion of mr van Dyke, Resolved, that a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of re-adopting the joint remin- 
strance on the subject of instructions lately given from the treasury de¬ 
partment, relative to the funds receivable for public lands, approved, J an- 
uary 15th, 1828, or so much thereof as is applicable to the present condi¬ 
tion of our people, with leave to report by remonstrance or otherwise. 

Mr Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution, to procure 
a topographic survey, by the engineers of the United States, of a route for 
a canal to unite the waters of the Tennessee and Tombeckbe rivers so 
far as to ascertain the practicability of such a work, which was adopted. 

Mr Mobley called up the resolution proposing the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into the expediency of memorializing Congress to 
allow to the trustees of the Franklin academy of Clarke county, and the 
trustees of the Claiborne academy in Monroe county, to enter certain lands 
therein mentioned. Mr Williams moved to amend the resolution by ad¬ 
ding, Sims' female academy, which was carried. Mr Bibb moved to add 
Athens academy, which was carried. Mr Hays moved to amend it by 
adding the words Greensborough female academy, which was carried. 
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Mr Young moved to amend it by adding the words Marion academy, 
which was carried. Mr Baker moved to amend it by adding Milton aca¬ 
demy, which was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted ; 
whereupon messrs Mobley, Coopwood, Taylor, Bibb, Hays, Williams, 

Young and Baker were appointed said committee. 

Mr Craig from the committee on the State Bank, to which was referred 
a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the capital stock of the Bank of the State of Alabama, reported a bill to be 
entitled, an act to increase the capital of the Bank of the State of Alabama, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Taylor offered the following : Resolved, that this House will not af¬ 
ter Monday next, receive any new business. Mr Coopwood moved that 
the further consideration of the resolution be postponed till Saturday next, 
which was carried. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. A joint resolu¬ 
tion in relation to the Cherokee boundary was adopted. The bill enti¬ 
tled, ana ct to amend and alter the patroll laws of this State was read a 
second time. Mr Coopwood moved that the bill lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

The bill entitled, an act to repeal an act entitled an act to amend an act 
entitled ana ct concerning roads, highways, bridges and ferries in the 
county of Mobile, passed December 26th, 1826, being under considera¬ 
tion, mr Taylor moved that the further consideration of the bill be post¬ 
poned till the 1st day of March next, which was carried. 

The engrossed bill entitled, an act to provide for drawing and compen¬ 
sating jurors to attend on the county courts of Franklin, Morgan and Law¬ 
rence counties and for other purposes, was read a third time and passed; 
Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid ; Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled, an act for the relief of Bartholomew Gates, late jailor 
of Franklin county, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill entitled, ana ct to establish a turnpike road therein 
mentioned, was read a third time. Mr Moore moved that the further con¬ 
sideration of the bill be postponed till to-morrow, which was carried. 

The bill entitled, ana ct for the compensation of Aaron Reddus, jailor 
of Limestone county, was read a second time and referred to the select 
committee to which sundry other accounts were referred. Mr Parsons 
moved that the account of Campbell Sharp, be referred to the same com¬ 
mittee, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to permit John Lindsay, to have registered a 
deed therein named, was read a second time. Mr Elllis moved to amend 
the bill by a proviso, which was carried. It was then ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled, an act authorizing the school commissioners of sec¬ 
tion 16, township 17, and range 20, to hold an election and for other pur¬ 
poses, was read a second time and referred to a select committee consist¬ 
ing of messrs Coopwood, Fearn and Goldthwaite. 

The bill entitled, an act to authorize the county court of Butler county 
to cause certain records therein named to be transcribed, was read a second 
time. Mr Flournoy moved to amend the bill by inserting the word 
"Pickens” after the word "Butler,” which was carried. Mr Brodnax moved 
to insert "Autauga," which was carried, the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
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The resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Representa¬ 
tives in Congress to use their best endeavors to procure the passage of a 
law, removing the land office from the town of Huntsville to some more 
central point in the Huntsville land district being under consideration, 

Mr Moore moved that the further consideration of the resolution be post¬ 
poned till the 1st day of March next, which was carried. Yeas 36- 
Nays 30 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole 
Coleman, Curtis, Fearn, Forrest, Green, Jackson, Jack, King, Lane, Lawler, Mar- 
dis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Phil- 
pott, Pope, Rather, Robins, Roulston, Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Baker, Clark, Coopwood, 
Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ones, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Richardson, Ross, 

Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward Weissinger, and Williams. 

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow at 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 29th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Williams presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby 
county, praying the passage of a law to authorize Isaac a. Linden, to es¬ 
tablish a ferry over the Coosa river in said county, on the State Road lead¬ 
ing from Tuscaloosa, crossing at Kimulga, leading to Georgia, which was 
read and referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

Mr Parsons from the judiciary committee to which was referred a res¬ 
olution instructing them to inquire whether the estate of females required 
any and if any, what security by law, reported a bill to be entitled, an act 
more effectually to secure the estates of females, which was read a first 
time and ordered to be read a second time on Saturday next. Mr Phil- 
pott moved that one hundred copies thereof be printed for the use of the 
House, which was carried. 

Mr Morrisette from the judiciary committee to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate, entitled, an act to authorize the courts of this State 
to render judgements final against the security of non residents, reported 
a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted. 

Mr Craig from the committee on the State Bank, to which was referred 
sundry resolutions upon the subject of branching or establishing offices of 
discount and deposits from said Bank, reported a bill to be entitled, an act 

to establish in the county of.in the Tennessee valley, a Branch 

Bank, which was read and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle: mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills of the following titles, to 
wit: An act for the relief of J oseph Steele, tax collector of Mobile 
county; an act to better to provide for the erection of the university build¬ 
ings and for other purposes, in which they desire your concurrence they 
have also passed a joint memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
praying a postponement of the sales of the public lands in the county of 
Jackson, which originated in the House of Representatives : bills from 
the Senate of the following titles to wit: an act for the relief of J oseph 
Steele tax collector of Mobile county ; an act better to provide for the 
erection of the University buildings and for other purposes, were sever¬ 
ally read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Bates obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 




provide compensation to the clerk of the circuit court of Mobile county 
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for certain extra services, which was read a first time and ordered to a se¬ 
cond reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Hodges, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the laws of this 
State, relative to the sale of lands under writs of fieri facias, as to reserve 
one third part of said lands for the use of the wife. 

On motion of mr Acklen, Resolved, that the committee on accounts be 
instructed to report to this House a bill revising and reducing into one all 
the acts in relation to accounts and claims against the State, plainly stating 
in what form accounts shall be made out and certified before the same shall 
be allowed. 

Mr Pope offered the following, Resolved, that a joint committee be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of this House, for the purpose of memorializing Con¬ 
gress upon the subject of the public lands that have been recently adver¬ 
tised by the President of the United States for sale, mr Baker moved 
to amend the resolution by striking out all after the word "resolved," 
with a view to insert the following: that a select committee be appointed 
to draft and report to this House, a bill for the disposition by the State, of 
all the waste unappropriated lands within the same, and that they report a 
memorial of remonstrance to the Congress of the United States, protest¬ 
ing against the claim asserted by them to the waste land within this State, 
and embody in said memorial, a petition that the lands in this State, at 
present advertised for sale, be postponed until a final adjustment between 
the government and the State, in respect to the soil, takes place, and that 
they draft a separate resolution requesting the Governor of this State to 

convene the Legislature in the month of., unless the sale of the 

lands be postponed. Mr Baker moved that the further consideration of 
the resolution be postponed till to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Mardis obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an ct to 

establish the county of.which was read and ordered to a second 

reading on Monday next. 

Mr Clark obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to em¬ 
power the commissioners of the permanent seat of justice of Bibb county, 
to keep a county ferry upon Cahawba river, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Fearn, Resolved, that the committee upon the state of 
the republic be instructed to inquire into the expediency of memorializing 
Congress, to permit the inhabitants of townships in which the 16th sec¬ 
tions may be barren and worthless, to select other unsold and unappropri¬ 
ated public lands in lieu thereof. 

A message was received from the Governor by James I. Thornton, 
which is as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Dec. 29th, 1829. 

The Hon. Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit to your honorable body the annual report of the Adju¬ 
tant General, exhibiting the strength and condition of the militia, accom¬ 
panied by an appropriate communication from the officer setting forth sub¬ 
stantial defects in the militia laws, the failure of certain general officers to 
comply with important objects of their duty, &c. Among many ill conse¬ 
quences resulting frm these irregularities, is the serious loss the state had 
sustained, in the great deduction of her just proportion of the quota of 
arms, provided for her militia by an act of the Congress of the United 
States. That many defects exist in our militia laws, which deserve your 
attention will not be doubted; a few of the most prominent only, has been 
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sought to be pointed out by this communication. Among the remedies 
which may present themselves, as being well calculated to render our mi¬ 
litia more effectual, I would respectfully recommend amendments 
as being the most desirable, which promise to prove best calculate to 
insure punctuality in those officer, who duty it may be to make returns 
of the military strength, and condition of the militia ; for, I regret to say, as 
the system is conducted at present, we subject our citizens to all the ex¬ 
pense and taxation connected with a laborious militia system, without deri¬ 
ving any important benefit from it. I am clearly of opinion, company mus¬ 
ters may with great propriety be dispensed with, whether the alternative be 
resorted to, recommended by the adjutant General or not, being well con¬ 
vinced they afford no equivalent for the time and money sacrificed in their 
attendance. Should no important modification be made in the militia sys¬ 
tem, I would in that event most respectfully recommend for your considera¬ 
tion, the propriety of an increase of the salary of the Adjutant General; 
ot me it is obvious that the present salary allowed that officer is, not only 
inadequate for the services required, but greatly disproportioned to the 
salaries given other important state officers. 

The accompanying address subscribed by sundry citizens of respectability 
in the southern part of this state, constituted a committee for the purpose, 
you will be pleased to receive as the foundation of the following commu¬ 
nication. 

I n submitting to the sensibility and wisdom of the General assembly, the 
subject embraced by this address, viz: the case of the sufferers by depre¬ 
dations of the I ndians during the late war; I feel confident the sub¬ 
ject will excite the lively sympathy and the most vigorous exertions to 
procure redress. The painful circumstances of that eventful period are 
too well known to call for a recital. Investigated by an infuriated spirit of 
blind and infatuated superstition, the first impulse of which was given by a 
distinguished northern savage, that part of the Creek nation of Indians gene¬ 
rally known as the war party, in the years 1812-13, poured down on the 
weak settlements of the Tombeckbe and Alabama, then only a handful, and 
whilst the population of the country was enclosed for security in forts and 
block houses, the latter destroyed or carried of the property of the whites 
of every description. 

Fatal experience to a number of our citizens has sufficiently established 
the fact, that the depredations of the savages were as wanton as their al- 
tempt at the extirpation of the white population, was unfeeling and sangui¬ 
nary. That the war party of the Creek I ndians were the aggressors in this 
case, is sufficiently establish. I n deed the part taken by the balance of 
the nation, in assisting to arrest and punish them, the circumstance of the 
Bibb Warrior having ordered the great chief prophet Tecumseh out of the 
counsel house at Tokebache, and forbidding his talks, circumstances gene¬ 
rally know and forming part of the history of the day, settles this fact. 

That restitution and satisfaction would have been demanded and enfor¬ 
ced by the competent authority, had the case been reversed, stands without 
doubt. It appears then tat the laws of reciprocal justice demand that the 
whites who have been damaged by the wanton depredation of the savages, 
should have remuneration, and that this should be secured to them by that 
authority which claims to itselelf "to provide for the general defence, and 
has reserved to itself the regulation of all intercourse with the Indian tribes." 

It is a subject of notoriety that many of those citizens, perhaps the mass of 
them, have nor recovered yet from the consequence of that distressing period, 
when not only all they had amassed by a laudable industry whilst enduring 
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the privations attendant on the first settlement of a new country, but in addi¬ 
tion, the lives of wives, husbands, infants and friends were sacrificed to glut 
savage ferocity, which at Fort Mims, and other places seemed to be without 
bounds. 

J ustice to those citizens seems to call for their case being spread before 
the General Government, by the Representatives of the people, as the 
protection of the people in the peaceable and secure possession of he 
resolt of honest industry, is undoubtedly one of the legitimate ends of a 
wise and good government. It will not be forgotten that in a similar case, 
a neighboring state obtained and secured for it insured citizens (if not an 
ample,) considerable remuneration for injuries committed by the same tribe 
of I ndians. 

I would respectfully recommend to the consideration of the General 
Assembly the propriety of adopting the measures necessary to realize, in 
behalf of the state, the liberal subscription and obligations entered into by 
the corporate of this village, its citizens, and those of its vicinity, with a 
view to influence the desirable result now consumated in the permanent 
establishment of the government at this place.- All which are most respect¬ 
fully submitting for your serious consideration and deliberation. 

GABRIEL MOORE. 

On motion of mr Forrest, Resolved, that so much of said message as 
relates to the militia laws of this State, together with the accompanying 
communication from the adjutant general, be referred to the military com¬ 
mittee. 

On motion of mr Fearn, Resolved, that so much of his Excellency's mes¬ 
sage and the accompanying documents, as relates to the spoliations com¬ 
mitted by the Creek I ndians, during the last war, be referred to the joint 
committee raised for that purpose. 

On motion mr Penn, Resolved, that so much of his Excellency's mes¬ 
sage as recommends the adoption of measures to enforce the collection of 
subscriptions made to the State by the citizens of this place and it vicini¬ 
ty to insure the removal of the seat of government from Cahawba, be re¬ 
ferred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr Pope, who voted in the minority on postponing until to-morrow the 
resolution introduces this day, by himself, and the amendment thereto by 
mr Baker, moved to re-consider the voted, which was carried, the resolution 
was then referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr J ack obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to au¬ 
thorize the judge of the county court and the commissioners of revenue 
and roads, of Tuscaloosa county to contract for the erecting and complet¬ 
ing a jail in said county, which was read and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Taylor, Resolved, that the Secretary of State be in¬ 
structed to report to this House, the number of corps or troops of cavalry, 
companies off artillery, light infantry, and riflemen, designating particularly 
in what brigades such corps or companies are located, and in what counties. 

The engrossed bill entitled, an act to establish a turnpike road therein 
mentioned being under consideration, mr Moore moved to amend the bill 
by way of engrossed ryders, which were adopted. The bill was then pass¬ 
ed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid : Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by George W. Gayle ; mr Speaker: the 
Senate have adopted the following resolution in which they request the 
concurrence of your honorable body, to wit: Resolved, with the concur- 




156 


rence of the House of Representatives, that the rules of both branches of 
the Legislature be so altered, that when a bill is read the first time in the 
House in which it originated, it shall forthwith be sent to the other house, 
and when read there the first time, and ordered to a second reading, it 
shall forthwith be sent back to the House in which it originated, and if 
read a second time and passed to a third reading, it shall be sent to the 
other House, and if read there a second time and passed to a third read¬ 
ing, it shall be sent back to the House in which it originated, where it shall 
be proper to order the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, and if 
read a third time and passed, it shall forthwith be sent to the other House 
for a third reading, and if there read a third time and passed, it shall be 
sent to the House where such bill may have originated, to be there enroll¬ 
ed. They have also read three several times and passed bills of the fol¬ 
lowing titles, to wit: an act further provide for the support of paupers 
in the counties of Lauderdale, Lawrence and Franklin; an act changing 
the time for holding of elections for county officers, &c. and an act to es¬ 
tablish La Grange college, in which they also request your concurrence. 

They have receded from their amendment to a bill entitled, an act mak¬ 
ing appropriation for the payment of certain claims against the State of 
Alabama. 

Bills from the Senate to the following titles, to wit: an act further to 
provide for the support of paupers in the counties of Lauderdale, Law¬ 
rence and Franklin ; an act changing the time for the holding of elec¬ 
tions for county officers, &c. and an act to establish La Grange college, 
were severally read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled, an act to attach a part of the counties of Clark and 
Wilcox to the county of Monroe and for other purposes being under con¬ 
sideration, mr Mobley moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed till the first day of may next, which was lost. Yeas 26- Nays 42. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Banks Bates Cook Coopwood Craig Goldthwaite, Grigsby Hays Hodges Horton 
Hudson J ack J ones King Lane Ligon Metcalfe Mobley Philpott Rather Rich¬ 
ardson Ross Roysdon Ship Taylor and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs speaker Acklen Baker Barclay 
Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Jackson Lawler Mardis Massey M'Elderry 
Mims Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Robinson Roulston 
Russell Smith Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

And then the House adjourned till 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled, an act to authorize the courts of this 
State to render judgements final against the security of non residents, 
was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid ; 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled, an act to at¬ 
tach a part of the counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of Monroe 
and for other purposes. Mr Mobley moved to amend the bill by striking 
out all after the enacting clause, with a view to insert to following: that 
all that part of Clarke county lying east of the line of range four, in town 
ship six, including the settlement of Dale's ferry, also all that part of 
Clarke county lying east of the Choctaw creek, in township seven, in 
range five, to where said creek crosses the centre line of range five, in 
township seven, also all that part lying east of the Alabama river, be ad¬ 
ded to and compose a part of the county of Monroe. A division of the 



question being call for, the vote was first taken on striking out and car¬ 
ried. Yeas 34- Nays 32. 
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The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Banks Bates Bibb Bradford Brown Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis 
Goldthwaite Hays Hodges Hudson J ackj ones King Lane Lawler, Ligon Massey 
Metcalfe Mobley Penn Rather Richardson Ross Roysdon Russell Ship Taylor Van 
Dyke and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Barclay Brodnax Byrnes 
Clark Cole Curtis Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Flournoy Forrest Green J ackson 
Mardis McElderry Mead Mims Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Philpott 
Pope, Robinson Roulston Smith Weissinger Williams and Young. 

The question was then on filling the blank with mr Mobley's amend¬ 
ment and lost. Yeas 24- Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Brown Cook Coopwood Goldthwaite Grigsby Hodges Hudson J ack J ones 
King Lawler Ligon Massey Metcalfe Mobley Penn Rather Ross Russell Ship Taylor 
and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Barclay Bibb Brad¬ 
ford Brodnax Clark Cole Coleman Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn 
Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Hays J ackson Lane Mardis McElderry Mead Moore 
Morrissette Murphree Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Robinson Roulston Roysden 
Smith Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Mobley offered the following: that all that part of Clark county, 
lying east of the eastern branch of Pigeon creek, including Robert Lee's 
settlement be and the same is hereby attached to and compose a part of 
the county of Monroe. The question then pending, mr Coopwood mov¬ 
ed that the bill with the amendments be referred to a select committee, 
which was carried ; whereupon messrs Parsons, Mobley and Bibb were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr Flournoy moved to suspend the ordered of the day with a view to 
call up the communication from the State Architect which was lost, he 
House then adjourned to half past 9 o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 

Wednesday, December 30th, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a communication from the comptrol¬ 
ler, relating to sales at auction, which was read. Mr Weissinger moved 
that said communication and accompanying document be referred to the 
committee on ways and means to consider and report thereof. 

Mr Speaker also laid before the house a communication form Dr. Ro¬ 
bert W. Withers, on the subject of agriculture &c. which was read. 

Mr Pope moved that the communication be referred to the committee 
on the state of the republic, which was carried. 

Mr Young presented the account of the sheriff of Perry county, which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Taylor presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, praying that the Alabama river be a dividing line, and that a new 
county be formed on the east, be bounded above by Swamp creek, be¬ 
low by Pine Barren, and on the east side by a line running with or near 
the range line, dividing ranges 14 and 15, which was read and referred to 
the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr Fitts presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Washington 
county praying the passage of a law to emancipate a certain slave therein 
named, which was read and referred to the committee on the state of 
the republic. 

Mr Forrest presented the account of J ames Thompson, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider and report thereon. 



Mr Craig presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lauderdale 
county, praying that the regimental musters be held as nears as practica- 
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ble, in the centre of said county, which was read and referred to a select 
committee consisting of the representatives of said county. 

Mr Pope, who voted in the majority on the motion to refer the resolu¬ 
tion introduced by himself on yesterday, moved to reconsider the voted, 
which was carried. 

Mr Forrest presented the account of Geo. Roberts and other, which 
was read and referred to the the committee on accounts to consider and 
report thereon. 

Mr Coleman, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the 
bill to be entitled an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts in 
the counties of Limestone and Lawrence, reported the same with sundry 
amendments, which were concurred in. Mr Coleman moved that the bill 
be considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith which was 
carried: and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
being dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith which was 
Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Forrest from the select committee appointed to investigate the official con¬ 
duct of Patrick Scott, judge of the county court of Blount county, asked leave to 
report, that pursuant to the power vested in the said committee, they have proceed¬ 
ed to notify the said Patrick Scott of the charges exhibited against him, that they 
procured the attendance of several witnesses to establish the truth of said charges, 
and had made some progress in the investigation of the matter, when the said Pat¬ 
rick Scott, through your committee, forwarded to his excellency the Governor, his 
resignation of the said office of judge of the county court of Blount county, which has 
superseded the necessity of any further proceedings. Your committee, therefore, 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, which was 
granted. 

Mr Van Dyke, from the select committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of re adopting the 
joint remonstrance, on the subject of instructions given from the treasury 
department of the United States, relative to the funds receivable for 
public lands, reported a joint remonstrance on the subject of instructions 
given from the treasury department, relative to the funds receivable for 
the public lands ; which was read. Mr Bibb moved that the remonstrance 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Bibb, from the select committee to which was referred the bill enti¬ 
tled an act to attach a part of the counties of Clark and Wilcox to the 
county of Monroe, and for other purposes, reported the same with sun¬ 
dry amendments, which were concurred in by the House. The bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled the bill entitled an act 
making appropriations for the payment of certain claims against the State 
of Alabama and joint memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
praying a postponement of the sales of the public lands in the county of 
J ackson. 

Mr Banks, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry citizens in township 20, range 4, west of Huntsville, 
praying for the relief of certain persons therein named, reported, that it 
is inexpedient to legislate on the subject, and ask leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof which was granted. 

Mr Mobley, from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the expediency of memorializing 



the Congress of the United States, to allow to the trustees of the Frank- 
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lin academy in Clarke county, and other academies in this State, the pri¬ 
vilege of entering four quarter sections of any unsold lands lying within 
their respective counties, at the minimum price of the General Govern¬ 
ment, for the benefit of the female department of said institutions, report¬ 
ed a memorial requesting a grant of land for certain female academies 
therein named. Mr Parsons moved that the memorial be referred to the 
committee on the state of the republic with the following instructions: 
to prepare a suitable memorial, requesting of Congress a grant of one or 
two sections of land for the use of a female academy in each county of the 
State, and that said committee report to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Moore, from the select committee to which was referred the account 
of Samuel Haskins, sheriff of Lauderdale county, reported that said account 
is chargeable upon the treasury, but is not authenticated as the law directs 
as to the amount of services rendered, and, therefore, ask leave to be dis¬ 
charged from the further consideration of said account. Mr Craig 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Moore, from the select committee to which was referred the ac¬ 
count of Garret Fitsgerald, sheriff, reported that said account is not 
chargeable on th state treasury, and ask leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration of said account, which was granted. 

Mr Taylor presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas coun¬ 
ty, praying the establishment of a county within the boundaries therein 
mentioned, which was read and referred to the committee on county 
boundaries, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Bates obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to pro¬ 
vide compensation to constables, for arresting deserted ranaway seamen, 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hudson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
repeal an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Russellville, in the 
State of Alabama, approved, J anuary 11, 1829, which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Pope: Resolved, That a select committee be in¬ 
structed to draft a memorial to the Congress of the United States upon 
the subject of the public lands that have been recently advertises for 
sale by the President of the United States, and in said memorial to re¬ 
commend discontinuance of the auction system, and urge the expediency 
of passing a law to authorize the occupant to enter his land at some equi¬ 
table scale of graduated prices ; whereupon messrs Pope, Bibb, Parsons, 
Young, and Baker were appointed said committee. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution proposing amendments to the existing laws of ths State, in relation 
to executors and administrators, together with two bills upon the same 
subject, thee one entitled an act to authorize the orphan's court to sell 
the perishable property of infant legatees, &c. and the other entitled an 
act to give the decrees of the orphan's court on final settlements, the force 
and effects of judgements at law, reported the bills without amendment' 
and also reported a bill entitled an act supplementary to, and amendatory 
of the law relating to executors and administrators, and for other pur¬ 
poses, which was read a first time and made the special order of the day 
for Tuesday next, for a second reading. Ordered, that one hundred oc- 
pies be printed for the use of the House. 

A message from the Senate, by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have adopted the following resolution, in which they request the con¬ 
currence of your honorable body : Resolved, that the joint examining com- 
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mittee of the State Bank, the two houses concurring therein, be instructed 
to call on the President and Directors of the Bank, to report to the two 
Houses the amount of money applied for from each county on special 
accommodation, the amount obtained thereon ; the amount applied for on 
general accommodation, and the amount obtained thereon; the account 
applied for on bills of exchange, and the amount obtained thereon, and 
at what time ; in which resolution the House concurred. 

Mr Mims obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
revive and continue in force for three years an act for improving the 
road leading from Blakeley to the upper lie of Baldwin county, by way 
of Durant's, passed the 6th of January 1827, which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Byrnes obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the mayor and aldermen of the city of Mobile to appoint an in¬ 
spector of salt provisions for said city, to designate a suitable place for 
the deposite of ballast in the bay of Mobile, which was read, and order¬ 
ed to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Flournoy called up the communication from the State Architect. 

Mr Clarke moved that the further consideration of the communication 
be postponed to the firs Monday in August next, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Barclay, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, 
Durrett, Ellis, Green Hays, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, King, Lane, Lawler, 
McElderry, Morrissett, Rather, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger and Young- 28. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, 
Bradford, Brown, Coopwood, Feran, Fitts, Flournoy, Grigsby, Hodges, jack, Ligon, 
Mardis, Massey, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, parson, 
Penn, Philpott, Pope, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, 
Taylor and Williams- 37. 

A message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton, Mr Speaker: 

The Governor did, on the 28th inst. approve ad sign the following bills: 

An act to legalize the rites of matrimony between Gabriel Butler and 
Mary Littrell, of the county of Lauderdale and State of Alabama, and 
render legitimate their children; an act concerning the dismissal of suits 
at common law : an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act 
to establish and improve a certain road therein mentioned, approved, Jan. 

13th, 1829 ; an act to change the mode of compensating jurors in the 
county of Pike ; an act to authorize J ohn A. Chapman, Simeon Chap¬ 
man, Daniel Welch and their associates, to turnpike a certain road therein 
named ; joint resolution asking the establishment of a land office in Bel- 
lefonte, and a joint memorial asking a donation of land to connect by ca¬ 
nal the waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers ; all of which originated 
in the House of Representatives. 

Mr Fearn offered the following: Resolved, That all the communications 
made to this Houses in relation to the misconduct of the Architect be 
transmitted to the commissioners for superintending the erection of the 
State Capitol, and that they be required to investigate the charges exhibi¬ 
ted against said Architect, and for this purpose, they are hereby autho¬ 
rized to send for the persons and papers, and that they report the result of 
their inquiry to this house. Mr Coopwood moved to strike out "com¬ 
missioners for superintending the erection of the State Capitol," with a 
view to insert "committee on the State Capitol,” which was lost. The 
resolution was then adopted. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act making an appropriation to pay the 



balance of the amount, to which the commissioners of the State Capitol 
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were authorized by law to contract, and for which there has been no ap¬ 
propriation, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act to amend the laws in relation to the retailing 
spiritous and fermentated liquors being under consideration, mr Brown 
moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until the 
first day of August next. And then the House adjourned till three o'clock, 
this evening. 

At three o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled an act to amend 
the laws in relation fo the retailing spirituous and fermentated liquors ; 
and the question was on mr Brown's motion to postpone the further con¬ 
sideration of the bill till the first day of August next, which was carried. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole, Conner, Cook 
Craig Curtis Dale Durrett Hays Hudson J ackson J ones King Ligon Massey 
Mead Metcalfe Moore Morrissett Robinson Roulston Russell Ship Taylor Van 
Dyke, and Ward- 32. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Bibb Coleman 
Dennis Fearn Green Grigsby Jack Lane Mardis M'Elderry Mims Mobley Mur- 
phree Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ross Roysdon Weis- 
singer Williams and Young- 26. 

The resolution from the Senate proposing an alteration of the rules of 
both branches f the legislature, being under consideration, mr Lawler 
moved to postpone the further consideration thereof till the first day of 
March next, which was carried. 

The resolution from the Senate entitled joint resolution proposing 
amendments to the constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to limit 
the tenure of the judges' offices to six years, was read a second time, and 
referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Clark, Pope, and 
Coopwood. 

The joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution so as 
to render the sheriffs of the respective counties re-eligible, being under 
consideration, mrjack moved that it be indefinitely postponed, which was 
carried. 

A message from the Senate, by G. W. Gayle: mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed a joint memorial to the Congress 
of the United States, praying a relinquishment of claim to certain lands 
for the purpose of establishing primary schools in the several counties of 
this State, which joint memorial originated in the House of Representa¬ 
tives : they have also read three several time and passed bills which 
originated in the Senate of the following titles, to wit: an act to incpor- 
rate the stockholders and the subscribers to the newly invented marine 
railway, in the city of Mobile, under the Roger's patent; and an act to 
repeal in part an act approved J anuary 13, 1828, and for other purposes, 
in which they request your concurrence. 

J oint memorial from the Senate, proposing amendments to the consit- 
tution of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the 
General Assembly thereof, being on its second reading : mr Williams 
moved to amend it by striking out the word "four," with the view to in¬ 
sert "two,” in relation to th time which Senators shall serve in the Gene¬ 
ral Assembly, which was lost. Yeas 21- Nays 48. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Banks Bates Brodnax Byrnes Clark Flournoy Forrest J ones Lawler 



McElderry Mead Mobley Parsons Philpott Rather Robinson Ross Roysdon 
Williams and Young. 21 
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Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Barclay Bibb 
Bradford Brown Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis 
Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Green Grigsby Flays Flodges Florton Fludson J ack 
J ackson King Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Moore Morrisett Mur- 
phree Oliver Penn Pope Richardson Roulston Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van 
Dyke Ward and Weissinger. 

Mr Baker moved that the further consideration of the resolution be 
postponed to the first day of J une next, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker, Banks, Clark, Conner, Dale, Ellis, Jack, Mobley, Oliver, Parsons, Robin¬ 
son, and Williams- 12. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Bates, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Cur¬ 
tis, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Flays, 

Flodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, 

Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, 

Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, 

Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger and Young- 57. 

Mr Conner moved that the resolution be referred to the committee on 
the state of the republic, with instructions to report the day after to¬ 
morrow. Mr Clark moved that it lie on the table, and that 75 copies 
thereof be printed for the use of the House, which was lost. Mr jack 
offered the following amendment: "and provided that the members of 
either House elected under this amendment, shall not receive more than 
three dollars per day for their services," which was lost. Yeas 24- Nays 45. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Cook, Ellis, Fitts, 

Forrest, Hays, Horton, Jack, Jones, Lawler, McElderry, Mobley, Murphree, Oli¬ 
ver, Philpott, Ross, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Bibb, 
Bradford, cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, 
Flournoy, Green, Grigsby, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, King, Lane, Ligon, mar¬ 
dis, Massey, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, parsons, Penn, Pope, Rather, 
Richardson, Robinson, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van 
Dyke, Ward, Weissinger and Young. 

Mr J ack moved that the resolution be referred to the judiciary com¬ 
mittee with instructions to report to-morrow morning, which was lost. 

Mr Baker moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. Mr 
J ack moved to amend it by striking out the words "sixty," to insert "for¬ 
ty," and "one hundred,” to insert "seventy-five,” which was lost. Mr 
Bibb moved that the resolution be referred to a select committee with in¬ 
structions to report the day after to-morrow, which was carried, where¬ 
upon messrs Fearn, Bibb and Moore were appointed said committee. And 
then the House adjourned to to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Thursday, December 31, 1829. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, December 31, 1829. 

The Honorable the Speaker and members of the House of Representatives. 

J udge Scott having resigned his appointment, as judge of the county 
court of Blount county, it will be expedient that the General Assembly 
proceed to fill that vacancy. I have the honor to be, Sir, with high con¬ 
sideration, your obedient servant. GABRI EL MOORE. 

Ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 



Mr Dennis presented the account of J ohn Low, for taking census, &c. 
in Pike county, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 
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Mr Ligon, from the committee on the sate of the republic, to which 
was referred a joint memorial to the Congress of the United States pray¬ 
ing a grant of land for purposes of female education, reported a substi¬ 
tute in lieu thereof. Mr Mobley moved to lay the memorial on the table 
which was lost. Mr Fearn moved to amend it by striking out the words 
"by this State,” with a view to inset the words "by the respective coun¬ 
ties” which was carried. Mr Mobley offered the following amendment: 

"or in the event that the donation above requested shall not be deemed 
expedient, that the privilege be allowed the different counties to enter the 
quantity of land above named, at the minimum price thereof." Mr Pope 
moved to refer the memorial to a select committee with instructions to 
report to-morrow morning, which was lost. The question again was on 
mr Mobley's amendment and lost. The memorial was then adopted. 
Ordered, that the same be sent the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Clarke made the following report: the committee on county 
boundaries, to whom was referred and resolution to inquire into and ascer¬ 
tain, whether, by attaching the twelfth range to Montgomery, would not 
reduce the county of Dallas below the constitutional extend of territory; 
and also, and abstract taken from the survey in the land office at Cahawba, 
of the fractions on both sides of the Alabama and other rivers, have ac¬ 
cording to order had the same under consideration, and modestly 
ask leave to report, that they have examined the maps and abstract which 
have been laid before the, as also the laws on said subject, and have 
come to the opinion, that if the twelfth range should be taken from Dal¬ 
las, it will reduce said county to less content than nine hundred square 
miles, but that three townships may be taken from said twelfth range, and 
Dallas county will still continue its constitutional limits. Mr Conner 
moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled a joint memorial to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, praying a relinquishment of claim to certain 
lands for the purpose of establishing and endowing primary schools in 
the several counties of this State, which originated in this House. 

Mr Philpott, from the military committee, to which was referred a com¬ 
munication from major Carleton, on the subject of the improvement of 
the militia law of this State, reported that the committee had embraced 
in a bill not in preparation most of the subjects contained in the commu¬ 
nication, and asked to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, which was granted. 

Mr Taylor made the following report: The military committee to which 
was referred so much of the message of his excellency the Governor, 
and the communication of the adjutant general, have given the subject 
therein contained that respectful consideration to which they were entitled, 
and have instructed me to report, that the military committee had antici¬ 
pated the recommendation contained in the document referred to the, 
and are preparing a bill which is now in a state of forwardness. They 
have also had under consideration the annual return of the strength and 
condition of the militia, and the accompanying document for the adju¬ 
tant general. The committee are of opinion the present law on the 
subject of returns in unexceptionable ; the great injury complained of 
arises from the want of a proper enforcement of the provisions of the law. 
Mr Taylor moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Bibb, who voted in the majority on yesterday, on concurring with 
the report of the committee on the bill entitled an act to attach a part of 
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the county of Clark and Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other 
purposes moved to reconsider the vote, which was carried. Mr. Morri- 
sette moved that the House disagree to said report, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Clark, Craig, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Mardis, Mead, Moore, Mor- 
risett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Pope, Robinson, Roulston, Roysdon,Weis- 
singer, and Young- 20. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, 
Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Brynes, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coop- 
wood, Curtis, Dennis, Fearn, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Bridges, Hudson, 

Jack, Jackson, Jones, King, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mob¬ 
ley, Penn Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Ward, 
and Williams- 38. 

Mr Mobley moved that the bill lie on the table till Monday week, 
which was lost: mr Dale moved that the bill lie on the table till Monday 
next, which was carried. 

Mr Moore, from the select committee to which was referred the bill to 
be entitled an act for the compensation of Aaron Reddus, jailer of the 
county of Limestone, together with sundry accounts referred to said 
committee, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted. Mr 
Brown moved to strike out the 6th section of the bill, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Bradford Brown Clark Coleman Conner Craig Dennis Durrett Ellis Flounoy 
Forrest Gren Hodges Hudson J ones McElderry Mead Metcalf Morrisett Mur¬ 
phree Penn Pope Roulston Roysdon Ship Smith Ward and Young- 28. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Bar¬ 
clay Bates Bibb Brodnax Byrnes Cook Coopwood Curtis Dale Fearn Grigsby 
Hays Hester J ackson J ack King Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey Mobley Moore 
Parsons Philpott Rather Robinson Ros Russell Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger 
and Williams- 36. 

Mr Van Dyke moved that the bill be referred to the committee on ac¬ 
counts, with instructions to incorporate the same in the general appropri¬ 
ation bill. 

Mr Brodnax, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of the master and wardens of Autauga Lodge, praying the passage of 
a law authorizing the said Lodge to raise a sum of money not exceeding 
six thousand dollars, by lottery, to be applied to the building of a masonic 
hall reported a bill to be entitled an act authorizing a lottery for the bene¬ 
fit of Autauga Lodge, No. 30, of Ancient Free Masons, which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act re¬ 
lating to motions in court, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by G. W. Gayle, Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have adopted the following resolution, in which they desire your 
concurrence : Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, the two Houses will adjourn upon the 9th day of J anuary, 
sine die, at the hour of one o'clock P.M. They have also read three 
several times and passed a bill which originated in the house of Represen¬ 
tatives, of the following title, to wit: an act making an appropriation to 
pay the balance of the amount to which the commissioners of the State 
Capitol were authorized by law to contract, and for with there has been 
no appropriation. Mr Bibb moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out the word "ninth," with a view to insert the word "sixteenth, which 



was carried. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 



165 


Mr Mead obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
change the name of a certain person therein named, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to wit: an act to repeal in 
part an act approved J anuary 13, 1828, and for other purposes; an act 
to incorporate the stock holders and subscribers to the newly invented 
marine railway, in the city of Mobile, under the Roger's patent, were 
severally read, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. And then 
the House adjourned to three o'clock this evening. 

At three o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the Secretary 
of State shewing the strength of the militia of this State, which was 
read and referred to the military committee to consider and report thereon. 

Bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to authorize Daniel Payne 
and his associates to open a turnpike road therein named : an act to 
change the compensation of jurors in the counties of Henry and Dale: 
and an act to alter a certain road therein named, and for other purposes, 
were severally read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to authorize J ames West to erect a dam across 
Flint river, in Morgan county, was read a second time. Mr Taylor 
moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was lost. The bill 
was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to amend an act to regulate the licensing of 
physicians to practice and for other purposes, was read a second time. 

Mr Oliver moved to amend the bill by striking out the word "Claiborne," 
wherever it occurs in the bill with a view to insert Montgomery, a divi¬ 
sion of the question being called for, the vote was first taken on striking 
out and lost. Mr Coopwood moved to recommit the bill to the commit¬ 
tee that reported it, with instructions to repeal all former laws on the sub¬ 
ject, which was lost. Mr Moore moved to strike out the third section, 
which was lost. Mr Coopwood move to amend the bill by way of the 
following proviso : Provided, That all practising physicians in this State 
before the passage of this act, shall not be compelled to obtain license 
from any of the medical boards hereby established.” Mr Parsons moved 
to amend mr Coopwood's amendment with the following : Provided, 
such persons have a license from any of the medical boards of this State, 
were practising before the passage of the act to which this is a supple¬ 
ment, which was carried. Mr Coopwood moved that the amendment lie 
on the table, which was carried. Mr Curtis then moved that the rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be dispensed, and that it 
be read a third time forthwith, which was carried. The bill was then 
considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled, an act to appropriate and set apart the interest accru¬ 
ing to the State each and every year upon two hundred thousand dollars, 
funds of the University of Alabama, for the education of the extreme poor 
of the State and for other purposes, was read a second time. Mr Bibb 
moved that the further consideration of the bill bill be postponed to the 
first day of March next, which was lost. Yeas 30- Nays 37. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Banks, Bibb, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Craig, Den¬ 
nis, Ellis, Fearn, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Jack, King, Oliver, Pope, Rich- 
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ardson, Robinson, Russell, Ship, Taylor, Van Dyke, Weissinger, Williams and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Baker, Bates, Bradford, Brown, 
Coleman, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Flournoy, Hester Hodges, Horton, 
Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, 
Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, 
Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Smith and Ward. 

Mr Parsons moved to amend the bill by striking out the word "two" 
with a view to insert one, a division of the question being called for, the 
vote was first taken on striking out and carried. Mr Moore moved to 
strike out the word "hundred” which was carried. Mr Parsons moved 
that the bill be referred to the committee on education, with the follow¬ 
ing instructions : to report to this House a bill a substitute for the bill to 
provide for the education of a portion of the poor youths of this State at 
the University, so soon as the same shall commence in operations, free 
from charge for tuition, and that said youths shall be taken for the dif¬ 
ferent counties of this State in portion and in equal numbers to the rep¬ 
resentatives elected from said counties respectively, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle ; mr Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted a joint resolution which originated in the House of Repres¬ 
entatives to procure a topagraphic survey by the engineers of the United 
States, of a rout for a canal to unite the waters of the Tennessee and 
Tombeckbe rivers, so far as to ascertain the practicability of such a work, 
and a joint resolution originating in the House of Representatives, in re¬ 
lation to the Cherokee boundary. They have also passed a bill which 
originated in the Senate, entitled, an act to authorize J oseph Deruy to 
open a road and establish a private ferry in the county of Dallas, in which 
they desire your concurrence. 

The engrossed bill from the Senate, entitled, an act to authorize J oseph 
Deruy to open a road and establish a private ferry in the county of Dallas, 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

The bill entitled, an act to limit the power of the trustees of the Uni¬ 
versity of the State of Alabama and for other purposes, was read a second 
time and referred to the committee on education. 

The bill entitled, an act to amend an act to authorize the building of a 
jail in Morgan county, was read a second time and referred to select 
committee consisting of messrs Philpott, Rather and McElderry. 

The bill entitled, an act to the better to provided for the support of paupers, 
was on motion of mr Coopwood, ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill entitled, an act to designate part of the line between the counties 
of Tuscaloosa and Bibb, and the bill entitled, an act to annex from the coun¬ 
ty of Tuscaloosa to the county of Bibb, so much territory as will give to 
Bibb county her constitutional limits, were on motion of mr Williams, 
referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

On motion of mr Taylor, Ordered, that mr J ack be added to the mili¬ 
tary committee. 

Mr Moore from the joint examining committee of the State Bank, to 
which was referred sundry resolutions calling on the officers of the State 
Bank to furnish the information embraced in said resolutions, made the 
following report, viz: 

The joint examining committee of the State Bank, to which was referred 
sundry resolutions calling on the officers of the State Bank to furnish the 
information embraced in said resolutions, beg leave to submit to the two 
Houses of the General Assembly, the accompanying tabular views, com- 
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prehending there statements: The first marked A, shewing the amount 
of notes offered by, and the amount discounted to, each county in the State, 

The second, marked B, exhibits the amount of bills of exchange offer¬ 
ed, and the amount discounted to each county. 

The third, marked C. shews the gross amount of bills of exchange pur¬ 
chased annually since the establishment of the Bank, with the damages 
collected on such as have not been punctually paid. 

The document marked D, gives a condensed view of the two marked 
A, and B. 

I n answer to the resolution calling for information in relation to the ad¬ 
ditional clerk, authorized by a law of the last session, and whether any 
retrenchment can, with propriety, be made in the expenses of the institu¬ 
tion, the committee beg leave to submit a letter written under the direc¬ 
tion of the board, by the President of the Bank, marked E. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J WATKI NS, J ESSE W GARTH, J B HOGAN, Committee of Senate. 

DAVID MOORE, ELI SHA YOUNG, J. B. CLARK Committee of H. Reps. 

Mr Bibb moved that the report with the accompanying document lie on 
the table, and that one hundred copies of the same be printed for the use 
of the House, which was carried. 

And then the House adjourned till half past 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday, J anuary 1st, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle : mr Speaker: The Senate 
have instructed me to inform your honorable body, that they concur in the 
amendment made by the House of Representatives to a resolution propos¬ 
ing to adjourn sine die on Saturday the ninth of January instant, by strik¬ 
ing out the word "ninth" and inserting in lieu thereof, the word 'six¬ 
teenth.” 

Mr Conner obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution for the call of 
a convention, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr Morrisette made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a joint resolution to 
procure a topographic survey by the engineers of the United States, of a 
canal route to unite the waters of the Tennessee and Tombeckbee rivers, 
so far as to ascertain the practicability of such a work and a joint resolu¬ 
tion in relation to the Cherokee boundary. 

Mr Taylor from the military committee, to which was referred the pe¬ 
tition of the Warrior Guards, reported a bill to be entitled, an act for the 
relief of the Warrior Guards, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Pope presented the account of David Fulton, which was read and 
referred to the committee on accounts to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Dennis from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Nathaniel Clark, of Pike county, pray¬ 
ing the emancipation of certain slaves therein named, reported a bill to be 
entitled, an act to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was 
read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith and refer¬ 
red to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr McElderry from the committee on accounts to which was referred 
the claim of J ennings R. Holland, martial provost, reported that hey are 
not apprised of any law authorizing the appointment of any such officer, 
and that said claim is not chargeable on the State, in which report the 



House concurred. 
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Mr McElderry from the committee on accounts to which was referred 
the claims of Henry M. Abney, reported, that said claim is not charge¬ 
able on the State, in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, ana ct to au¬ 
thorize Albert C. Horton to emancipate a certain slave therein named, 
which was read a first time. Mr Ligon then moved that the rule requir¬ 
ing ills to be read on three several days be dispensed with and that it be 
read a second time forthwith, which was carried. The bill was then read 
a second time forthwith and referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county bounda¬ 
ries to whom was referred a resolution instruction them to inquire into 
the boundary lines of St. Clair county, and see whether or not, the said 
county contains its constitutional limits, and if not, what is the deficit, and 
that the said committee report the result of their inquiries to this House, 
have according to order had the same under consideration and instructed 
me to report, that since the adoption of the constitution, some territory 
has been taken from the St Clair and add to J efferson, which has left her 
with only twenty-one townships of her original territory, but that the last 
session fo the Legislature added a considerable part of the Creek nation 
to said county, with which, in the opinion of your committee, St Clair has 
over nine hundred square miles. Mr Clark moved to lay the report on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Ward from the committee on accounts to which was referred the 
account of John Gillus, jailer of Conecuh county, reported that said ac¬ 
count is not chargeable on the State, and ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Clark from the committee on county boundaries, to which was re¬ 
ferred the bill entitled, an act further for the location of the seat of justice 
in Pickens county, reported the same with sundry amendments which 
were concurred in, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into 
the expediency of making the dividing line between townships 23 and 24, 
the southern boundary of Pickens, commencing at a point eastwardly and 
running westwardly until said line strikes the Sipsey river, thence down 
said rier to its junction with the Tombeckbe, and thence due west to 
the State line of Mississippi, have according to order, had the same un¬ 
der consideration and have instructed me to report, that it is inexpedient 
to make the line as contemplated by said resolution. Mr Clark moved to 
lay the report on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred a communication concerning the boundaries, 
public buildings, and fiscal concerns of Covington county, have according 
to order had said communication under consideration and have instructed 
me to ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred sundry petitions of sundry citizens of the 
twelfth range, in the eastern part of Dallas county, praying the formation 
of a county in that tract of country lying between Big Swamp Creek and 
Pine Barren and extending east, as far as necessary to make a constitu¬ 
tional county, have according to order had the same under consideration 
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and have instructed me to report, that it is inexpedient to form a county 
as proposed by said petitioners, in which report they desire the concur¬ 
rence of the House; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun- 
dareis to whom was referred sundry petitions of the citizens of the coun¬ 
ty of Marengo for and against the alteration of the boundaries of said 
county, sundry petitions from the county of Dallas, praying that the ala- 
bama river may be made a county line, a petition from sundry citizens of 
the western part of the county of Perry, praying that Perry county may 
be divided by the Cahawba river, and also the petition of sundry citizens 
of that part of Greene county east of the Warrior river, praying that said 
river be made a county line, have according to ordered had said several pe¬ 
titions under consideration, and have instructed me to ask leave to be dis¬ 
charged from the further consideration of said petitions, which was granted. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled, a bill entitled, an act mak¬ 
ing an appropriation to pay the balance of the amount to which the com¬ 
missioners of the State Capitol were authorized by law to contract, and 
for which there has been no appropriation, which originated in this 
House. 

Mr Ligon from the judiciary committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 4th 
and 5th sections of an act entitled, an act for the suppression of vice and 
immorality, passed march 12th, 1803, reported a bill to be entitled, an 
act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, which was read and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Bibb made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred the joint resolution from the Senate, proposing amendments 
to the constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial session 
of the General Assembly thereof, with instructions to compare them with 
the provisions of the constitution, and ascertain if they will produce any 
confliction therewith, have according to order had the same under con¬ 
sideration, and have instructed me to report, that in the discharge of that 
duty, they have not perceived that any confliction will be produced by 
their adoption, all of which is respectfully submitted. 

The resolution from the Senate; proposing amendments to the constitu¬ 
tion of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly thereof being on its second reading, mr Ellis offered the 
following amendment: strike out of the 12th and 13th lines of the 1st sec¬ 
tion of the resolution, the words "insert the words "two" before the word 
"years," where it occurs in the said section, and insert in lieu thereof, 
the words "strike out the word 'year," where it is in said section, and in¬ 
sert in lieu thereof the words "two years,” which was carried. Mr Spea¬ 
ker offered the following amendment, strike out of the resolution in the 
last lien of the first page, the words "in two years" and insert in lieu 
thereof, the words "a year." 

And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The House resumed the consideration of mr Speaker's amendment to 
the joint resolution from the Senate proposing amendments to the consti¬ 
tution of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the Gen¬ 
eral assembly thereof, and the question being put on the adoption of the 
amendment, and lost. Yeas 17- Nays 52. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
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Speaker, Baker, Banks, Clark, Conner, Cook, Dale, Ellis, Hays, Jack, Mobley, Ol¬ 
iver, Parsons, Richardson, Robinson, Ross and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Brad¬ 
ford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, 
Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hester, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, 
McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, Penn, Philpott, Pope, 

Rather, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger and 
Young. 

Mr Clark offered the following amendment: amendment after the word 
proclamation in the 14th section, 3d article, thus: "provided Senators 
shall not be eligible more than two terms in succession, and representa¬ 
tives shall not be eligible more than four terms in succession, and no ses¬ 
sions of the Legislature shall be in any one year more than forty two days, 
nor shall the Legislature be convened by the Governor more than one in 
every five years, which was lost. Yeas 4- Nays 64. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Clark Parsons and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood 
Craig Curtis Dae Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flounoy Forrest Goldthwaite 
Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ack J ones King 
Lane Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry mead Metcalfe Mobley Moore Morrissett Mur¬ 
phree Oliver Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roys¬ 
don Russell Ship Smith Taylor Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Mr Clark moved the following amendment: "amend by inserting after 
the word proclamation, in the 14th section of the 3d article, these words, 
and shall not continue in session more than ten weeks at any session." 

Mr Conner moved to postpone the resolution to the 1st Monday in 
J une next, which was lost. Yeas 15- Nays 55. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker Banks Clark Conner cook Dale Ellis Hays J ack Mobley Oliver 
Parsons Robinson and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Barclay Bates Bibb Brad¬ 
ford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett 
Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton Hudson 
J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Mead Metcalfe Mims 
Moore Morrissett Murphree Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ross Roulston 
Roysdon Russell ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and Young. 

The question was again on mr Clark's amendment. Mr Durrett moved 
that said amendment lie on the table, which was carried. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Acklen Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Byrnes Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig 
Curtis Durrett Ellis Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hester Hodges Hor¬ 
ton Hudson J ackson King lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey M'Elderry Metcalfe 
Moore Morrissett Murphree Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ross Roulston 
Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke and Weissinger- 48. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Banks Brodnax 
Brown Clark Conner Cook Dale Dennis Flournoy Hays J ack J ones Mead Mims 
Mobley Oliver Parsons Robinson Ward Williams and Young- 23 

Mr Pope moved that the resolution be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow, which was carried. 

Engrossed bills of the following titles to wit: an act for the relief of 
Andrew 0. Horn, tax collector for Lawrence county ; an act to prevent 



the evil practice of betting on elections ; an act to incorporate Marion aca¬ 
demy in Perry county, were severally read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that their titles be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 
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A joint resolution requiring the officers of the comptroller and Treasurer 
to be examined annually, was read a second time, and the rule requiring 
bills and joint resolutions to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with it was considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same 
be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Clark who voted in the majority on the question to engrossed and 
read a third time to-morrow, the bill entitled, an act further to provide 
for the location of the seat of justice in Pickens county, moved to re-con- 
sider that vote which was carried, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was considered as 
engrossed, read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

Mr Bibb called up the joint remonstrance on the subject of instructions 
given from the Treasury department relative to the funds receivable for 
public lands, which was referred to the same select committee to which 
was referred the resolution of Mr Pope, introduces on Wednesday last. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to give the circuit courts o 
this State power to render judgements final against the security in writs 
of error bonds, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title 
be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act for the relief of Sally Turner, 
executrix of Charles H. Turner, deceased, was read a second time and 
referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Baker, Oliver and 
Goldthwaite. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to discontinue and establish 
certain election precincts therein specified, was read a second time and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act for the benefit of beat No. 6, 
in the county of Pickens, was read a second time and ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to reduce the fees of the clerk 
of the supreme court of this State, was read a second time and referred to 
the judiciary committee, with instructions to report on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act more effectually to prevent 
judges of the circuit and county courts from charging juries on matters of 
fact, and the better to secure the right of trial by jury, was read a second 
time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to change the name of William 
Tankersly to that of William Parmer, was read a second time and the rule 
requiring bill to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
forthwith read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The resolution raising a special committee to inquire into the expedi¬ 
ency of having the census separately taking all the cities and towns in 
this State, was postponed until the first day of August next. 

The resolution directing the comptroller to report to this House a state¬ 
ment of the amount of taxes paid into the treasury of this State by the 
different counties and the amount raised on each item o taxation, was 
adopted. 

Mr Van Dyke moved that the resolution requesting the Governor to 
lay before this House, all evidence whatever, in writing or otherwise, in 
relation to the manner in which the commissioners appointed to select 
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class and value the 400,000 acres of land granted to this State for inter¬ 
nal improvement be postponed till the 1st Monday in August, which was 
carried. And then the House adjourned till half past 9 to-morrow, A.M. 

Saturday, J anuary 2d, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a communication from M'Guire, 

Henry and walker, praying an additional compensation as State printer's 
which was read. Mr Bibb moved that the communication lie on the table, 
which was lost. Yeas 27- nays 41. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Banks Bibb Bradford Brown Coleman Conner Craig Durrett Flournoy Forrest 
Hudson Lane Ligon McElderry Mead Metcalfe Mobley Morrisett Murphree Oli¬ 
ver Rather Robinson Ross Russell Ship Smith and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Acklen Barclay Bates Braod- 
nax Byrnes Clark Cole Cook Coopwood Curtis Dale Dennis Ellis Fearn Fitts 
Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges J ackson J ack J ones Lawler 
Mardis Massey Mims More Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Richardson Roulston 
Roysdon Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Fearn moved that the communication be referred to the committee 
on public printing. Mr Rethner moved the following instructions: to in¬ 
quire of M'Guire, Henry and Walker if they intend declining the accep¬ 
tance of the appointment as State printers, made at this session of the Le¬ 
gislature, under the present salary, which was lost. Mr Penn moved the 
following instructions: to inquire whether a more equitable mode of com¬ 
pensating the public printers than by a fixed salary cannot be devised, 
which was lost. The question was, on mr Fearn's motion, and carried. 

A message was received from the Governor, by James I. Thornton. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, J anuary 2, 1830. 

The Hon. the Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives: 

I hereby inform your honorable body, that a vacancy exists in the of¬ 
fice of judge of the county court of Lawrence county, Peter W. Taylor 
having resigned that appointment, the duty of filling which will devolve 
upon the General Assembly. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed,) GABRI EL MOORE. 

Ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 

Mr Cook presented the account of the sheriff of Butler county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Mr Smith presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of J ackson 
county, praying that civil and criminal jurisdiction be continued over a 
certain part of the Cherokee nation therein mentioned, which was read 
and referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the account of Jackson and Swift, reported that said 
account ought not to be allowed, and ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Baker made the following report: the committee on the state of 
the republic, to which was referred the report of the directors and war¬ 
dens of the Connecticut State prison, have had the same under considera¬ 
tion, and have instructed me to recommend to the House, the publishing 
of five hundred copies of the same, for the use of the citizens of this 
State. Mr Clark moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr McElderry, from the committee on accounts, to which was refer¬ 
red the account of Edward Ellis, jailer of Montgomery county, reported 



that said account is not sufficiently authenticated, and ask leave to be dis- 
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charged. Mr Goldthwaite moved to recommit the account, with instruc¬ 
tions to make allowance for victualling prisoners, &c. which was carried. 

Mr Ligon, from the committee on the state of the republic, to which 
was referred a communication from the State of Tennessee, relative to 
the erection of a hospital at the town of Memphis in said State, reported 
a bill to be entitled an act appropriating the sum of five hundred dollars 
for the purpose of aiding in the erection of a hospital in the town of 
Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Goldthwaite presented the petition of Edward A. M'Bryde, pray¬ 
ing compensation for taking the census of the Creek I ndians within the 
county of Montgomery, which was read and referred to the committee 
on propositions and grievances, to consider and report thereon. 

A message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton. Mr Speaker: 
The Governor did, on the 1st inst. approve and sign the following bills: 

An act making appropriation for the payment of certain claims against 
the State of Alabama ; a joint memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, praying a postponement of the sales of the public lands in the 
county of J ackson : a joint memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, praying a relinquishment of claim to certain lands for the purpose 
of establishing primary schools in the several counties of this State : joint 
resolution in relation to the Cherokee boundary : joint resolution to pro¬ 
cure a topographic survey by the engineers of the United States, of a 
route for a canal to unite the waters of the Tennessee and Tombeckbe 
rivers, so far as to ascertain the practicability of such a work ; and an act 
making an appropriation to pay the balance of the amount to which the 
commissioners of the State Capitol were authorized by law to contract, 
and for which there has been no appropriation, all of which originated 
in the House of Representatives. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: I have 
been instructed by the Senate to inform your honorable body that they 
have concurred in the amendment made by the House of Representatives 
to a bill which originated in the Senate, entitled an act to authorize the 
courts of this State to render judgements final against the security of non¬ 
residents. They have also read three several times and passed bills 
which originated in their House, entitled an act to incorporate the trus¬ 
tees of the Sims' Female Academy, in the town of Tuscaloosa; and an act 
to extend the limits of Monroe county, and to designate the dividing line 
between the counties of Monroe and Clarke, in which they desire the 
concurrence of your honorable body. 

The House then resolved itself into a committee of the whole House, 
on the bill more effectually to secure the states of females, mr Bibb in 
the chair, and after some time spent in the consideration of the same, the 
committee rose, mr speaker resumed the chair, and mr Chairman reported 
progress, and leave was asked to sit again at three o'clock this evening, 
which was granted. And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this 
evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The House again resolved itself into a committee of the whole House, 
on the bill entitled an act more effectually to secure the states of females, 
mr Bibb in the chair, and after some time spend in the consideration of 
the same, the committee rose, mr Speaker resumed the chair, and mr 
Chairman reported progress, and leave was asked to sit again on Tuesday 
next, which was granted. And then the House adjourned to Monday 



at 10 o'clock A.M. 
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Monday, J anuary 4th, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Acklen presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Madison 
county, praying that civil and criminal jurisdiction may be continued over 
that part of the Cherokee nation adjoining to Madison and J ackson 
counties, which was read, and referred to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Ellis presented the account of Thomas B. Grantland, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Craig presented the account of the sheriff of Lauderdale county, 
and also called up the account of said sheriff heretofore laid on the table, 
they were severally referred to the committee on accounts, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Mr Coleman presented the account of the sheriff of Limestone county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts of consider 
and report thereon. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Walker 
county, praying that a part of said county may be attached to the county 
of Blount, have according to order had the same under consideration, 
and instructed me to report that it is inexpedient to make said annexation; 
in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Coleman, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of so amend¬ 
ing the laws for the relief of insolvent debtors, as to compel such debtors 
to deliver to the proper officer, the personal property and the title papers 
to the real estate mentioned in his schedule, report a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend the laws now in force in this state, for the relief of insol¬ 
vent debtors which was read, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Moore, from the committee on lands appropriated, to which was 
referred the petition of William E. Philips and Calvin J. King, adminis¬ 
trators of Charles King, deceased, reported a bill to be entitled an act for 
the benefit of the estate of Charles King, deceased, which was read a 
first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
being dispensed with, it was red a second time forthwith, and the rule 
being further dispensed with, it was then read a third time, considered as 
engrossed and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid; Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Moore, from the committee on lands appropriated for internal im¬ 
provement, to which was referred the letter of James Clemens, praying 
the passage of a law to authorize him to enter two quarter sections of 
land, the preference right of which now stands on the register's books, 
to Francis Watkin's deceased, the occupant of said two quarter sections 
of land at the time of his death, reported that it would be inexpedient 
and out of the power of the legislature to grant the prayer of the peti¬ 
tioner; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Fearn, fro the committee on education, to which was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to limit the powers of the trustees of the Univer¬ 
sity of the State of Alabama, and for other purposes, reported the same 
without amendment; and further, to report that in the opinion of said 
committee, it is inexpedient to pass the same. Mr Lawler moved that the 
report lie on the table, which was lost. Mr Clark moved that the House 
disagree to said report, which was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 38. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
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Baker Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis Durret For¬ 
rest Goldthwaite Hester Hodges Hudson Jones Massey Mobley Morrisset Mur- 
phree Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Bibb Brad¬ 
ford Byrnes Coleman Conner Curtis Dale Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Green 
Grigsby Hays J ack King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis McElderry Mims Moore 
Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roul- 
ston Williams and Young. 

The report was then concurred in by the House. 

Mr Lawler, from the committee on propositions, and grievances, to 
which was referred the petition of Eleanor Kates and other, praying the 
remission or further indulgence to be extended to the estate of her hus¬ 
band, J ohn Kates, deceased, one of the securities of Daniel Harrison, 
defaulting tax collector for the county of Bibb for the year 1828, reported 
a bill to be entitled an act to extend relief to the estate of J ohn Kates, 
deceased, which was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second 
time forthwith; and the rule being further dispensed with, it was then 
read a third time, considered as engrossed and passed. Ordered, that the 
title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for 
their concurrence. 

Mr Fitts, from the committee on the state of the republic, to whom 
was referred a petition of sundry inhabitants of Washington county, 
praying relief therein named, reported a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of William Winlock, which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Hester, from the military committee, to which was referred a re¬ 
solution directing them to inquire into the expediency of exempting from 
ordinary military duty tax collectors and county treasurers of the dif¬ 
ferent counties in this State, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate 
on that subject. Mr Acklen moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was lost. The report was then concurred in. 

Mr Fearn made the following report: The committee on the state of 
the republic, to whim was referred the communication of Doct. Robert 
W. Withers, of Greene county upon the subject of the cultivation of the 
vine and the sugar cane, have had the same under consideration accord¬ 
ing to ordered, and believing it to contain matter of deep interest to the 
citizens of this State, have instructed me to recommend the publication 
thereof, that a knowledge of the facts communicated may be more gene¬ 
rally diffused, in which report the house concurred. 

Mr Philpott, from the select committee to whom was referred a bill en¬ 
titled an act to amend an act to authorize the building of a jail in Morgan 
county, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted ; and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was then read a third time forthwith, considered as engrossed, 
and passed. Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the 
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Craig, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to which 
was referred the petition of Michael Robins, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Parsons made the following report: 

The joint committee appointed by the two Houses of the General Assembly of the state 
of Alabama for the purpose of investigating the conduce of the late land commissioners cho¬ 
sen in conformity to an act passed at the session of the last legislature, to select, class 
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and value four hundred thousand acres of land, granted by the Congress of the United 
States to this state, as the means of opening and constructing a canal navigable for 
steamboats, around or through the Muscle Shoals, obstructing and otherwise impeding 
the free navigation of the Tennessee river, and for other purposes, with authority to 
send for, and bring before them, persons and papers, report, that they have performed 
the duty assigned the. 

Your committee first attempted to learn whether the conduct of the commissioners 
had been improper; in doing which, it was necessary, as far as practicable, to ascer¬ 
tain the actual conduct and procedure of the commissioners. The evidence adduced, shews 
that a majority of the board of commissioners assembled at Courtland, and agreed to make 
a short tour of observation in order, by an examination of the different classes of land, 
and a pricing of the same, to establish a standard of value, so as to produce as great a 
degree of uniformity as possible, in their valuation. After such observation, about 
twelve dollars per acre was partially agreed upon as the highest price of the first, or best 
quality of relinquished land, unless some local cause might raise particular tracts above 
that value. The commissioners then separated themselves into four companies, and 
assigned to each specified bounds, as their sphere of action. 

As appears by the memorial of messrs King and Terrell, the company who acted in 
Madison and Morgan, had completed their examination in Madison before they were 
apprized that the companies, generally, were not acting up to the common rule estab¬ 
lished, as before stated, by the majority of the board, the apparent want of uniformity 
is, in this way, accounted for. The reason of the departure from such rule, by the com¬ 
pany that examined the lands in limestone county, is explained by the evidence of 
J ohn D. Carrol, and is, that after their separation from the other commissioners, upon 
reflection, they came to the conclusion, that each company was bound to act in accord¬ 
ance with the opinion entertained by themselves as to their course of duty, and their 
own construction of the statute, under which they acted, and particular observation and 
belief of the true value of the lands they selected, and that the commissioners had no 
right to establish rules for any company except their own. 

The commissioners when the majority of them were together, as already observed, de¬ 
termined, as a general rule, that all settlers, or who were such, before the passage of 
the act of the legislate, establishing the board of commissioners, were entitled to pre¬ 
ferences, under the act; and that floating claims might be laid upon improved lands. 

The evidence shews, that mr King of Madison and mr G. G. Hubbard, were not at the 
general meeting, and that mr Hubbard dissented from the opinion in relation to prefe¬ 
rences, but submitted to obey the decision of the board, although he did not believe 
tat, the decision, as to preferences, was carried. The evidence likewise shews that 
in Lawrence county, the commissioners did act conformably to the instruction of the 
board in reference to the claim of occupants, and did allow floats to cover improved 
lands. We have no evidence that such was the rule of action with any other company 
of commissioners, as respects preferences and floating claims, unless in the case of floats 
from the river, which might cover any lands, to which another persons had not a prefe¬ 
rence. As to the fact of the preference right claimed by G. K. Hubbard, the testimony 
throughout proves it to be just, and the entire transaction correct and honorable. 

The evidence submitted, with but little exception, will prove, as far as the evidence of 
numbers, virtue and intelligence is capable of proving, that the lands in the four lower 
counties are generally valued correctly, or as nearly so as the same quantity of land could 
well be, and will also establish the fact, that no and in the Tennessee Valley, for the 
mere purpose of cultivation of cotton or corn, is worth more than ten dollars per acre, and 
further proves that no blame attaches itself to the commissioners or any one of them. 

It is true that in the opinion of your committee, the act, or construction of a majority of 
the board of commissioners in relation to the allowance of preference rights, and the 
location of floats, was a misconstruction of the statute; nevertheless, your committee are 
satisfied that the intention of the board in these respects, was the honest dictate of their 



better judgement, and that a statute so complicated as the one under which the com¬ 
missioners acted, was well calculated to produce a difficulty of construction, not east 
of solution to plain, unpretending agriculturalists, unskilled in the abstruseness of juris¬ 
prudence, and even not devoid of difficulty to jurists themselves. 

The fact that a reduction was made of the prices first assessed, by the Lawrence 
board of commissioners, upon many tracts, to the amount of about five thousand six 
hundred and seventy-one dollars is, as your committee believe, explained and account¬ 
ed for in a satisfactory manner by the testimony ; by which is appears that the commis¬ 
sioners in such reduction, after they had examined all the land assigned to their board, 
and were better able to determine what was the true value of the land, made the reduc¬ 
tion with the intention, and for the purpose of placing upon said tracts of land a just 
price, which act of the commissioners, for the purpose aforesaid, your committee, or at 
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least a majority of the, believe was legal and just, and correct in the discharge of 
their duty. 

Your committee further submit, that owing to the little observance paid to the stand¬ 
ard of value affixed upon the lands, and established by the majority of the board of com¬ 
missioners, in the four lower counties, and the strict regard to such standard of value 
by the board for Madison and Morgan, the failure of uniformity in value has in a great 
commissioners could not legally establish a standard of value, or rule of action for the 
several companies; and that it was the duty of each board, under the provisions of the 
act, to perform according to their own observation, and to the terms of the statute, the 
duties assigned them. Yet your committee are of opinion that the company assigned to 
Madison and Morgan acted with good and perfect faith; but that, by the standard of value 
affixed by the board as aforesaid and probably by the more exalted estimate in which 
those lands had been theretofore held by the inhabitants of those counties, they were 
induced, and in consequence, did value the lands in the counties of Morgan and Madi¬ 
son at a rate of between twenty-five and fifty percent too high. Your committee there¬ 
fore respectfully recommend to the legislature to pursue such measures as they may 
deem just and proper to produce uniformity in the valuation of said lands in such man¬ 
ner as shall be equitable; that equal justice may be measured out to the occupants and 
purchasers, and the interest of the state protected. 

Your committee are of opinion, that the commissioners under the provisions of the 
act were bound to arrange the lands in three classes, and that all lands of a less value 
than three dollars should be placed in the inferior or lowest class; yet, as the commis¬ 
sioners were sworn to assess the true value when they believed the land was of less 
value than the minimum, it appears difficult to say how they could have assessed any 
other sum than that which they believe the true value, the committee, notwithstanding, 
think that the law d nominated the class to which such as were valued below the mini¬ 
mum of the third class belonged. 

Your committee believe that this was more the error of the legislature than the com¬ 
missioners, and may be accounted or in this way -- the legislature acted upon the belief 
that, from the alleged value of the land the quantity granted would certainly be found 
which was worth the minimum and more than that sum. 

The committee are of opinion that the lands, as assessed by the commissioners, will 
command a greater sum of money than would have been produced under the auction sys¬ 
tem of the United States : for, that combination would have been formed, and every 
means resorted to, for the purpose of reducing the lands to a low price, which would ???- 
ly have failed in their effect; and that whatever complaint may in justice lie against the 
last Legislature, or the commissioners, on account of injustice done to the citizens. Resi¬ 
dent in the section of country where the lands lie, yet, no just and veritable complaint 
can be made by the United States or other States, interested in the improvement com- 
templated to be made. 

Your committee will now proceed to expose the true cause, in their opinion, as derived 
from the evidence of the disappointment of all, in the real value of the lands; which they 
conceive to be the following: First the variable quality of the soil throughout the coun¬ 
try, there being scarcely a quarter section of what is termed valuable land in the Ten¬ 
nessee Valley that does not present almost every quality of soil; and it rarely occurring, 
that, a relinquished quarter section of land, three fourths of it should be valuable so 
far as it relates to mere soil, and the circumstance of the mode in which lands have been 
relinquished, a great portion of the valuable lands being retained under the eight years 
credit system, and either paid for or forfeited in J uly last; the relinquished lands also, 
having been relinquished in such a manner as to be compassed about by patented lands, 
or lands retained under the credit of eight years. Much of the relinquished lands be¬ 
side, a ruinous method of cultivation, was exhausted and rendered usually of little 
value to any person other than the occupant of adjoining land, or who owned the whole 
or some part of the land adjacent. Upon the relinquished lands, the timber was in gene- 



ral felled, wasted and destroyed. In the county of Lawrence, at its first settlement, 
the good lands were so scarce of timber as to have scarcely more than enough to enclose 
them once. 

To these prominent an important causes may be added others of no inconsiderable 
weight: The unproductive crops made for many years in the Valley of the Tennessee 
river, the low prices of the staple commodity of the country, cotton ; it bearing, at times, 
a price not grater than six or seven cents per pound ; the great quantity of land to be and 
in the Western District of Tennessee and in the State of Mississippi, at reduced prices, 
compared even with the assessed prices of the selected lands, eligibly situated in regard 
to commerce and equally well adapted to the culture of cotton. 

Another cause, your committee will allude to. The former high prices of lands, had 
23 
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awakened the people to a sense of sober reflection upon the subject and convinces them 
that they estimated their lands far beyond a prudent, reasonable, or fair value. This in¬ 
duced a nearer approach to the true value : and must continue to bring about a decline 
in price, even actually below their real value ; lands in this section of country, as your 
honorable body, by advertising to the evidence, will perceive, having within the course of 
the last twelve or eighteen months been reduced and diminished in value, from twenty-five 
to fifty per cent. The large quantity of land, included in the donation, being brought at 
one in to market, has had indisputably, a meterial effect in substracting from the value 
of lands in North Alabama ; ??? the impression prevalent in some counties, that the 
commissioners had fixed a very low valuation upon them. 

Your committee deem it necessary to report the cause, which in their estimation, led 
to this investigation; they are the following : The magnitude and importance of the 

work in its national character, its utility and importance to the people of the several States 
of this Union more especially to those of North Alabama and Tennessee, together with 
the munificence and liberality of the grant, had induced almost every person to place a 
high and exaggerated estimate of value upon the lands granted. Added to this, the for¬ 
mer enhanced and mistaken estimate of the value of land in the cotton growing States, 
and the high price at which the relinquished lands had been purchased, contributed to 
cause eve the more moderate, to account the worth of the lands granted at from one to 
two millions of dollars. And when the valuation of the Commissioners had reduced more 
than one third of the whole quantity of land, below the minimum price of the United 
States, and that graduation was compared with prices formerly given, and the fact was 
developed that the entirety of the land was worth only about six hundred and eighty six 
thousand dollars and furthermore, when it appeared that the best of the land, which 
had been, anterior to this, purchased at prices varying from five to seventy dollars in four 
of the counties, were now valued at prices not exceeding ten dollars per acre ; the best 
lands in other counties also, out of which the selections were made at prices below fif¬ 
teen dollars per acre, most persons were exceedingly astonished and disappointed. 

I n this state of surprise charges were made against the character and conduct of the 
commissioners and against the legislature, who had resorted to that method of ascer¬ 
taining the value of the lands, and disposing of them. These charges were widely cir¬ 
culated in newspapers, probably from credence in their truth ; suspicion in the minds of 
many was confirmed, from an impression that lands of the same class, in the different 
counties, under the same local circumstances, were of like value; and that between the 
counties of Madison and Morgan, and the other four counties, viz. Limestone, Law¬ 
rence, Lauderdale and Franklin, there was great disparity in point of price affixed and 
valuation. Besides this, after more than one hundred and twenty thousand acres of the 
land had been examined, selected and valued, by the board of commissioners assigned 
to the county of Lawrence. J udge King, one of the commissioners, resigned, and another 
being appointed, the new commissioners, together with the two others, reduced in price 
some thirty-eight or nine tracts of the land: in the valuation of which the said King prior 
to his resignation, had been engaged and assisted; which reduction varied from four 
dollars to seventy-five cents per acre. When judge King received intelligence of this 
procedure, be communicated the information to the Governor. The Governor thus in¬ 
formed, and also advised that more than one third of the selected lands was not classed; 
apprised too probably, of the contentious between occupants about preferences or ra¬ 
ther the right of pre-emption ; which contests had been partially settled by the commis¬ 
sioners, by which settlement many of the citizens conceived that their rights has suffer¬ 
ed- communicated to both branches of the Legislature the failure or compliance on the 
part of the commissioners with the spirit and letter of the statute; and, though his Ex¬ 
cellency did not, for an instant, entertain the suspicion of the existence of corruption, 
yet he considered it his duty, and incumbent on him, to recommend investigation. 

And investigation was, in fact, due to the State, to the United States, and to the gentle¬ 
men commissioners, whose characters were so deeply implicated. And if investigation 



was to be had at all, it behooved it to be as full, free and unrestrained, as the good name of 
the State, an reputation of the commissioners, the importance of the work and value of 
the donation required. Hence an investigation was ordered and your committee, by 
each House of ths honorable Legislature, appointed to prosecute the enquiry ; which 
they have done, or endeavored to do, with a zealous and impartial view to the end de¬ 
signed, and with as careful an observance of economy as the measure would allow. 

The result of their investigation is to be gathered from a book, submitted herewith, 
as a part of this report, containing all the facts they have been able to collect; and which 
they feel a pleasure in saying, in their opinion, relieves the State and the commissioners 
from all manner of blame, and must satisfy all, of the true causes which led to the dissatis¬ 
faction which has existed ; it having, for the most part, arisen from the misconstruction of 
the law (as before adverted to in this report) in allowing floats on cultivated lands, in al- 
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lowing preferences to settles after the 14st J une, 1828, and in the inequality of valuation, 
all of which, if errors, were certainly involuntary and unpremeditated ones. Your com¬ 
mittee suppose, that in the adjustment of so many subjects of controversy, as were brought 
before the commissioners by occupants, that error in decision might have occasionally oc¬ 
curred; as from the falibility of human discernment might have been expected and infer¬ 
red; and although this may be the case, yet your committee are filled with the conviction 
that your honorable body are endowed with now power to make correction; and as, to the 
allowance to preferences, after the period as designated in the act, that has certain ly had 
no tendency to create injury to the State. A further result of the investigation has been a 
disclosure of the true causes which led to the placing of so improper and exaggerated an 
estimate on the value of the donation or grant and what is yes more, it will, as your 
committee believe, evince besides, the accomplishment of two objects by no means of 
light import; the substantiation of our good faith, by a manifesting of the fair and just 
price of the lands granted, and the protection of the occupant. And your committee be¬ 
lieve, that if good faith has been observed by the Legislature of the State, and by the 
commissioners, the deputed agents of the State, the many highly colored statements which 
have gone abroad, which rumor with her falsifying tongue, has amplified and disseminated 
without the stable basement of truth, whereon to found them, will no longer be suffered 
to rest over and tarnish the fame, or clothe with the dark vestment of suspicion, the 
fair reputation of any individual concerned. All of which, for your consideration, is re¬ 
spectfully submitted. 

ENOCH PARSONS, JOHN B. HOGAN 

HENRY GOLDTHWAITE, THOS. CRAWFORD, 


THOS. FEARN, Chairman on the part JAS. ABERCROMBIE, Chairman on 
of House of Representatives. part of the Senate. 

Mr Bibb offered the following resolution: Resolved, that a select com¬ 
mittee be appointed to contract for the printing of five hundred copies of 
the said report, and the evidence accompanying the same, and that said 
committee be authorised to employ the secretary who too, down the evi¬ 
dence to superintend printing. 

Mr Mardis offered the following amendment: "and further that 
the said printing be paid for out of the monies arising from the sales of 
said land,” which was lost. Yeas 18. Nays 50. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Bates Bradford Brodnax Cook Coopwood Dennis Ellis Fitts Grigsby Jones 
Lawler Mardis Mims Morrissett Taylor Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Bibb Brown Byrnes 
Clark Cole Coleman Conner Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Flournoy Forrest Goldth- 
wait Green Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ack King Lane Ligon 
Massey M'Elderry Mead Metcalfe Moore Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott 
Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship Smith 
Ward Williams and Young. 

Mr Mobley moved to strike out the words five hundred with a view to 
insert one hundred ; a division of the question being called for, the voted 
was first taken on striking out, and carried. Mr Goldthwaite moved to 
fill the blank with "five hundred and twenty-five," which was carried. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted, whereupon messrs Bibb, 

Dale and Parsons were appointed said committee. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The select committee to whim 
was referred the engrossed joint resolutions proposing amendments to the 
constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to limit the tenure of the judg¬ 
es office to six years, have according to order, had the same under consid¬ 
eration and have instructed me to report the following amendments to wit: 

Strike out of the enacting clause, the word "resolved," and insert in lieu 



thereof, the word "ratified," also in said enacting clause, by inserting af¬ 
ter the word "by” these words: "two thirds of each House of,” also by 
inserting at the end of the enacting clause, these words: "voting by yeas 
and nays," also by striking out the word "be" in the third line, and insert¬ 
ing in lieu thereof, the words "having been," also by striking out in the 
4th line, the words "which when" and insert in lieu thereof the word 
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"and," also by striking out commencing with the word "and" in the 5th 
line, and ending with the word "whatever" in the seventeenth line, and 
insert in lieu thereof, the words "is hereby ratified," in which several 
amendments they desire the concurrence of the House. 

Mr Flournoy moved the following instructions: "be committed to the 
judiciary committee with instructions to draw up a formal ordinance or 
instrument reciting, that the resolutions has been submitted to the peo¬ 
ple and adopted by the, and declaring a ratification of the resolutions 
and making the provisions to form and constitute a part of the constitution 
in such formal manner as said committee may deem most legal and con¬ 
stitutional, and they report to-morrow morning, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bibb, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner, Cook, 

Curtis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Hays, Jack, King, Mims, Moore, Oliver, Penn, 

Robinson and Williams- 23. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, 
Cole, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durret, Ellis, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, 
Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, 
Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Phil- 
pott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russel, Ship, Smith, 

Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young- 47. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved to amend mr Clark's amendment with the fol¬ 
lowing: whereas the General Assembly of this State at the last session of 
the same, duly submitted to the people of the said State, a proposed 
amendment to the constitution of the said State, and whereas the 
people of this State in the manner and form as provided by the constitu¬ 
tion of the State, have accepted the said amendment, which is in the words 
and figures following. Therefore, be it resolved by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly conven¬ 
ed, two thirds of each House concurring, that the aforesaid amendment to 
the constitution proposed as aforesaid and accepted by the people as 
aforesaid, be ratified, and that the same from and after the passage of the 
resolution be, and form a part of the constitution of the State of Alabama, 
which was adopted. Mr Clark moved that the resolution be made the 
special order of the day for to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Mobley obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to au¬ 
thorize the judge of the county court of Clarke county, to levy a special tax, 

&c., which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
render uniform the times of holding orphans' courts, which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Conner obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
establish a board internal improvement for the State of Alabama, which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Ross, Resolved, that the military committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of embracing in the military law, 
all school masters, teachers of seminaries of learning, and students of com¬ 
mon schools, or public institutions who were exempt from performing 
military duty by an act of the General Assembly, approved, 11th J an. 1826. 

Mr Morrisett obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
regulate the landing of goods by steam boats and barges, and for other 
purposes, which was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Clark obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to re- 



view a part of the State road from Montevallo to Greensborough, which 
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was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Acklen who voted in the majority on the reference of the petition 
introduced by Mr Smith on Saturday last, moved to re consider the vote 
which was carried. Mr Acklen moved that the petition be referred to the 
committee on county boundaries, which was carried. 

Mr Taylor offered the following resolution and preamble: whereas the 
State of Alabama is intersected by a range of mountains which natural 
boundary destroys all identity of interest, and whereas this want of a grea¬ 
ter community of interest creates great inconvenience to the good people 
of both sections of the State ; therefore, resolved, that a joint select com¬ 
mittee of both Houses, the Senate concurring, be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of memorializing the government of the United 
States, and of soliciting the assent of the government of the State of Ten- 
nessee, to attach all that part of the now State of Alabama, north of the 
mountains, to the State of Tennessee. Mr Clark moved that te further 
consideration be postponed to the first Monday in August next, which 
was carried. Yeas 37- Nays 25. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Banks, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Con¬ 
ner, Dennis, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Hays, Hester, J ackson, 
Jones, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, Mead, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Ol¬ 
iver, Parsons, Robinson, Ship, Smith Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Bibb, Coopwood, 
Craig, Dale, Durrett, Feran, Grigsby, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, King, Ligon, 

McElderry, Moore, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, 

Russell and Taylor. 

And then the House adjourned to 3'oclock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Bradford obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, ana ct to 
establish the boundary line between the counties of St Clark and Jefferson, 
ond to repeal an act entitled, an act to alter the boundary line of Jefferson, 
county, which was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time 
on Saturday next. 

A message was received from the Governor, by James I. Thornton. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1830. 

The Hon. the Speaker and Members o the House of Representatives: 

I have the honour herewith to lay before your honorable body the let¬ 
ter of the secretary of the territory Florida, transmitting a copy of an act 
of the legislative council of the territory of Florida, passed at their late ses¬ 
sion, authorizing practitioners of law, resident in Alabama, to practice in 
the courts of the territory whenever the State of Alabama shall enact a law 
reciprocating that privilege in her courts, to the practitioners of the terri¬ 
tory. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed,) GABRI EL MOORE. 

Ordered, that said communication and the accompanying document be 
referred to the judiciary committee. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle ; mr Speaker: I have been 
instructed by the Senate to inform the house of Representatives, that they 
have indefinitely postponed a bill which originated in the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives entitled, act to alter the time of holding the circuit of courts 
in the counties of Limestone and Lawrence. They have read three sev¬ 
eral times and passed bills which originated in the House of Representa- 



tives, of the following titles, to wit: an act amendatory of the laws of this 
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State of the subject of confining prisoners committed upon process from 
the courts of the United State ; an act to regulate proceeding in certain 
actions of detinue, and an act to change the times of holding the circuit 
courts in the counties of Henry, Dale, Covington, Baldwin and Mobile, 
which they have amended by striking out the 4th section, and inserting in 
lieu thereof another, in which they request the concurrence of your hon¬ 
orable body. The have also read three several times and passed, a bill 
which originated in their House entitled, an act to emancipate a certain 
slave therein named, in which they also request the concurrence of your 
honorable body. Mr Bibb moved that the communication and accompa¬ 
nying bills lie on the table, which was carried. 

The joint resolution from the Senate proposing amendments to the con¬ 
stitution of the State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the 
General Assembly thereof, was read a third time, and the question being 
put, shall this resolution pass? it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 
56- Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coleman, 
Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, 

Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, 

Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mead, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Mor- 
risett, Murphree, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, roys- 
don, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Baker, Banks, Clark, 
Conner, Cook, Dale, Elis, Hays, Jack, Mobley, Oliver, parsons, Robinson and 
Williams. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle; mr Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution and request the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives therein : Resolved, with the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives, that the Senate will assembly in the Hall 
of the House of Representatives on to-morrow at 10 o'clock, P.M. for 
the purpose of going into the election of judges of the county courts for 
Lawrence and Blount counties. They have also read three several times 
and passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives entitled 
ana ct to establish a turnpike road therein named. 

The House again resolved itself into a committee of the whole House 
on the bill to appoint commissioners for the improvement of the naviga¬ 
tion of the Tennessee river, &c. mr Bibb in the chair, and after some 
time spent in the consideration of the same, the committee rose, and mr 
Speaker resumed the chair, and mr Chairman reported an amendment, 
which was concurred in. The committee was then discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill. Mr Flournoy moved to amend the bill 
by adding sundry sections thereto. And then the House adjourned to 10 
o'clock, to-morrow A.M. 

Tuesday, J anuary 5, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by G. w. Gayle ; mr Speaker: The Senate 
have passed a joint memorial to the Congress of the United States asking 
relief for the purchasers of public lands, and for other purposes, which 
originated in their House, and in which they desire the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives. They have also passed a bill which ori¬ 
ginated in the House of Representatives, entitled, an act to provide for 



drawing and compensating jurors to attend on the county courts of Frank- 
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lin, Morgan, and Lawrence counties and for other purposes, and have 
amended the same by striking out "Franklin,” wherever it occurs in the 
bill, and by striking out "twenty-four,” and inserting "twelve," as the 
number of jurors to be drawn and summoned, in which amendments they 
desire your concurrence. 

Mr Van Dyke moved to amend the resolution from the Senate propo¬ 
sing to go into the election of judges for the county courts of Lawrence 
and Blount, by striking out one o'clock, to insert three o'clock this even¬ 
ing, which was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Mr Massey presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
County, praying to establish a new county in Coosa valley, commencing 
at the moth of the Broken Arrow creek and running a west course to the 
top of the Back Bone mountain, from thence south as far as the waters 
of Bees-Wax, in Shelby county, thence east across the Coosa river in the 
Creek nation, as will constitute a county, which was read and referred to 
the committee on county boundaries to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee, to which was refer a reso¬ 
lution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of the laws now in force as compels the judges of the circuit courts 
to alternate, reported a bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part a certain 
act therein named, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as recommends the adopting of mea¬ 
sures to enforce the collection of subscriptions made to this State by in¬ 
dividuals in the town of Tuscaloosa and its neighborhood, reported that 
in the opinion of the committee it is inexpedient to legislate upon the 
subject. Mr Moore moved that the report lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Van Dyke, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of having the 
laws of this State digested and reduced to a more convenient form that 
they are at present, and also of the propriety of expunging and discon¬ 
tinuing from said digest such laws and parts of laws as have been repealed, 
by subsequent acts of the legislature, or are obsolete from the lapse of 
time and their own limitation, &c. reported that it is inexpedient to le¬ 
gislate upon the subject at this time, in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Penn, from the committee on privileges and elections, to which 
was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the election law, as to have manages appointed by the 
county courts, to hold their offices for three years, with power to appoint 
returning officers, and to exempt them from serving as jurors, reported 
that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject, in which report the 
House concurred. 

Mr Forrest, from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to whom 
was referred the communication of J ohn Shields, of Dallas county, pro¬ 
posing certain amendments to the road laws of this State, reported that 
in the opinion of the committee it is inexpedient to legislate on the sub¬ 
ject, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was granted. 

Mr Forrest, from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to which 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Mobile, Clark, Marengo, 
and Washington counties, praying that commissioners may be appointed 
to view mark and lay out a road from Greensborough to Mobile, reported 
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a bill to be entitled ana ct to appoint commissioners to mark and lay out 
a certain road therein specified, which was read a first time, and the rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it 
was read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed 
with, it was considered as engrossed, read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the titled be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Rather from the committee on propositions and grievances, to which 
wad referred the petition on Jon Batista Mareven, reported a bill to be 
entitled an act to emancipate certain slaves therein named, which was 
read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith, and 
referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr Coopwood, from the committee on county boundaries, to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to designate part of the line be¬ 
tween the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb, reported a substitute in lieu 
thereof, which was adopted. Yeas 34- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Barclay Clark Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dennis Fearn 
Flournoy Green Flays Flodges Florton Fludson J ackson Lawler Massey Mead 
Metcalfe Murphree Oliver parsons Rather Robinson Roulston Roysdon Russell 
Ship Smith Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Bates 
Bibb Brown Byrnes Cook Curtis Durrett Ellis Fitts Forrest Grigsby FHester 
Jack Jones Lane Ligon Mardis Mims Moore Penn Philpott Pope Richardson 
Ross Taylor Van Dyke and Williams. 

Mr Williams moved that the bill lie on the table, which was lost. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and the special 
order of the day for Monday next. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have instructed me to inform your honorable body, that they have 
concurred in the amendment made by your honorable body to a resolution 
proposing to go into the election of judges of the county courts of 
Lawrence and Blount of counties on this day at one o'clock, they have 
also concurred in the amendments made by your honorable body to a 
joint resolution which originated in their House, proposing amendments 
to the constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to have also passed a joint 
memorial, and bills which originated in their House of the following titles, 
to wit: joint memorial praying indemnity for losses sustained by the de¬ 
predations of the Creek I ndians ; an act to limit the terms of the supreme 
court, an act making an appropriation for the increase of the supreme 
court library ; an act to authorize justices of the peace to take bail in 
certain cases ; an act to reduce the price of public lands in the counties 
of Madison and Morgan, to the price of like lands in other counties ; 
an act for the relief of Benjamin Hudson and William Alsobrook ; an act 
to authorise the Guardians of the minor heirs of Samuel Bones deceased, 
to sell and convey certain real estate ; an act allowing to the solicitors of 
the several circuits, a copy of Minor's reports, in which memorial and 
bills they request the concurrence of your honorable body. They have 
also read three several times and passed a joint resolution and bills which 
originated in the House of Representatives of the following titles, to with: 
a joint resolution requiring the offices of the comptroller and treasurer to 
be examined annually ; an act to amend an act to authorize the building 
of a jail in Morgan county ; an act for the relief of Andrew 0. Horn, tax 
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collector for Lawrence county, an act for the benefit of Charles King dec. 

An act to incorporate Marion Academy in Perry county. They have also 
passed a bill which originated in the Senate entitled an act to repeal in 
part and amend an act concerning witnesses, passed 10th February 1807, 
in which they request the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Mr J ack obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to repeal 
in part an act entitled an act to alter the boundaries of certain counties 
therein mentioned, passed December 20th, 1820, which was read and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
prescribing the duties of sheriffs and returning officers, in holding elec¬ 
tions and returning the votes of all persons voting on the proposed altera¬ 
tions of the constitution of the State of Alabama, in regard to biennial 
session of the legislature, which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr parsons obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution to procure 
a survey of the proposed canal between the rivers Amoy and Conne- 
sauga, and of the rivers Connesauga and Coosa, which was and read and 
adopted. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Richardson obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution propos¬ 
ing an amendment to the constitution of the State of Alabama, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Flournoy obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
annex a part of Green to Pickens, and to ascertain and mark out the di¬ 
viding line between those counties, which was read and ordered to a se¬ 
cond reading to-morrow. 

Mr Baker, from the select committee to which was referred an en¬ 
grossed bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Sally Tur¬ 
ner, executrix of Charles H. Turner deceased, reported a substitute in 
lieu thereof, which was adopted. The bill was then ordered to a third 
reading to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Ligon: Resolved, that the Senate be informed that 
the House of Representatives is now ready to receive then in its hall for 
the purpose of going into the election of judge of the county courts of 
Lawrence and Blount counties. The Senate having repaired to the hall 
of the House of Representatives, the two Houses then proceeded to the 
election of a judge of the county court for Lawrence county, J ames B. 

Wallace being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Wallace, are Mr President, Abercrombie, Conner, Craw¬ 
ford, Edmondson, Evans, Hogan, Hubbard, J ackson, Merriwetehr, Moore, Morton, 
Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, Watkins and Wood. Reps. Mr Speaker. Acklen, 
Baker, Banks, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Con¬ 
ner, Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, For¬ 
rest, Goldthwaite, Greene, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jack 
Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mims, 

Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Rich¬ 
ardson, Robionson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van 
Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Mr Wallace having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Lawrence county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court for Blound county, Marston Mead being in nomination. 



Those who voted for Mr Mead are mr President, Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
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Edmondson, Evans, Hogan, Hubbard, J ackson, Meriwether, Moore, Morton, Perry 
Pickett, Smith, Walthal and Watkins. Reps. Mr Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay 
Bates Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner 
Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy 
Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green Grigsby, Hays, Hester Hodges, Horton, Hudson Jack 
Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon Mardis, Massey, M'Elderry, Metcalfe, Mims 
Mobley, Moore Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn Philpott Pope Rather 
Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor 
Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Mr Mead having received a majority of votes, mr Speaker, therefore, 
declared him duly elected judge of the county court for Blount county, 

The Senate withdrew. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled an act to ap¬ 
point canal commissioners for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Tennessee river, and for other purposes, being under consideration. Mr 
Flournoy asked leave to withdraw the amendments offered on yesterday, 
which was granted. Mr Flournoy then moved to amend the boll by ad¬ 
ding thereto sundry additional section, which was lost. Yeas 11- Nays 58. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Curtis Dale Dennis Flournoy Grigsby J ones Metcalfe Richardson Weis¬ 
singer and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen Baker Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Conner 
Cook Coopwood Craig Durrett Fearn Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hays Hester 
Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ack King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey 
McElderry Mead Mims Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Phil¬ 
pott Pope Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship smith Tay¬ 
lor Van Dyke Ward and Young. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an addi¬ 
tional section, No 10, which was lost. Yeas 26- Nays 43. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Clark Coopwood Dennis Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays 
Hodges Horton Jones Lawler Mardis massey Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrissett 
Parsons Richardson Robinson Roysdon Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Bakns Barclay 
Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coleman Conner Cook Craig Cur¬ 
tis Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Forrest Hester Hudson jack king lane Ligon 
M'Elderry Mead Moore Murphree Oliver Penn Philpott Pope Rather Ross 
Roulston Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke and Young. 

Mr Fearn moved to amend the 3d section of the bill by inserting 
after the word "funds" the words "which may have been," which 
which was carried. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed made 
the special order of the day for Friday next, for its third reading 
And then the House adjourned to to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, J anuary 6th, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Massey presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
county, praying to annex a part of said county to Shelby county, which 
was read ; mr Mardis moved that the petition lie on the table, which was 
carried. 

Mr Mardis presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby 
county, praying to be attached to Bibb county, which was read and referred 
to the representatives from Shelby and St. Clair county. 

Mr Mardis who voted in the majority on yesterday, on the reference 



of the petition introduced by mr Massey, moved to reconsider that voted, 
which was carried. Mr Mardis moved that the petition be referred to 
the representatives from Shelby and St. Clair counties, which was carried. 
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Mr Ligon presented the memorial of Edward Prince, praying to remit 
the amount of rent due from said Prince to the trustees of the univer¬ 
sity, which was read and referred to the committee on propositions and 
grievances. 

Mr Ship presented the account of the jailer of Fayette county which 
was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Lawler presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby 
county, praying an alteration of a certain road therein mentioned, which 
was read and referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr Taylor, from the military committee, to which sundry resolutions 
was referred, reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend the militia 
laws of this State, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Conner, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
Spring creek navigation company, passed the 29th day of December, 1829, 
reported that it is inexpedient to pass the bill into a law. Mr Hudson 
moved that the House disagree to the report of the committee, which 
was carried. Mr Hudson then moved that the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days be dispensed with, the bill be considered as 
engrossed, and read a third time forthwith, which was carried : The bill 
was then read a third time. Mr Hudson moved to reconsider the vote, 
which was carried. Mr Hudson moved to amend the 2d section of the 
bill, by striking "one," with a view to insert "two,” which was carried. 

The bill was then put upon its passage, and the question being put "shall 
this bill pass?" it was determined in the negative. Yeas 25- Nays 45. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Dur- 
ret Hays Hester Hodges, Horton Hudson Jackson King Lane Massey Metcalfe 
Russell Ship Smith and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Conner Dale Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy 
Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby J ack J ones Lawler Ligon Mardis McElder- 
ry Mead Mims Mobley Moore Murphree Oliver parsons Penn Philpott Pope Ra¬ 
ther Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Taylor Van Dyke Ward Williams 
and Young. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled an act amendatory of 
the laws of this State on the subject of confining prisoners committed 
upon process from the courts of the United States ; and an act for the 
benefit of the estate of Charles King, deceased. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the judiciary committee to which was referred 
a resolution of this House, instructing said committee to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the laws not in force, as to compel sheriffs 
and other officers who may collect money belonging to the Bank of the 
State of Alabama to make immediate payment of the same into the State 
bank, reported, that in the opinion of said committee, the existing laws 
are amply sufficient for that purpose, and that it is inexpedient to legis¬ 
late on the subject. Mr Moore moved that the report lie on the table, 
which was lost. It was then concurred in. 

Mr Baker, from the committee on the state of the republic made the 
following report. Note. The report here alluded to, was made by mr 
Baker on the subject of the tariff, and has been lost or mislaid. 

T.B. TUNSTALL. 



The same committee reported sundry resolutions, which were concur¬ 
red in and adopted. 
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The bill entitled an act to establish the county of.and for other 

purposes, being on its second reading; mr Massey moved that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 32- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative messrs 
Banks Barclay Bradford Brown Clark Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Fitts 
Forrest Grigsby Hays Hodges Horton Hudson Lane Ligon Massey McElderry 
mead Metcalfe Mims Murphree Philpott Rather Ross Russell Ship Ward Weis- 
singer and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Bates Bibb 
Brodnax Byrnes Curtis Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Flournoy Goldthwaite Green 
Hester J ack J ackson J ones Lawler Mardis Mobley Moore Morrissett Oliver Par¬ 
sons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson Roulston Roysdon Smith Taylor Van 
Dyke and Williams. 

Mr Mardis then moved that the bill be referred to a select committee, 
consisting of the representation from the counties of St. Clair and Shelby, 
to consider and report thereon. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: I have 
been instructed by the Senate to inform your honorable body that they 
have read three several times and passed a joint resolution and bills 
which originated in their House of the following titles, to wit: joint reso¬ 
lution instructing our senators and requesting our representatives in 
Congress to use their exertions to procure a remission of the duties which 
may accrue upon the importation of a library and apparatus for the uni¬ 
versity of Alabama, an act to regulate certain proceedings of county 
courts ; an act to reduce the county tax of Franklin county ; an act for 
the relief of Edmond Prince, in which they request the concurrence of 
your honorable body. 

Mr Robinson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
attach a part of Monroe and Conecuh counties to Wilcox county, which 
was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr Parsons: Resolved, That the committee of ways 
and means be instructed to inquire what per diem pay shall be allowed to 
the messenger and secretary employed by the committee to investigate the 
conduct of the commissioners, and what per diem pay and mileage shall 
be allowed to witness appearing before said committee, and to make the 
necessary provision in the appropriation bill, for the payment of such 
claims, as well for the printing of the report and evidence furnished this 
House and the Senate by said committee, and also the expenses of the 
committee to investigate the conduct of judge Scott, and that the papers 
in relation to said subject be referred to said committee, and that they 
make the necessary provision for the payment of such expenses. 

Mr Banks made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled an act to establish a turn¬ 
pike road therein mentioned. 

Mr Forrest from the select committee to whom was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry citizens of Jefferson county praying the establishment of 
primary schools auxiliary to the university of the State of Alabama, re¬ 
ported to be entitled an act to authorize and require the trustees of 
the university of the State of Alabama, to establish preparatory schools, 
in each judiciary circuit of this State, which was read a first time, and or¬ 
dered to a second reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: I am in¬ 
structed by the Senate to inform your honorable body, that they have read 
three several times and passed by a majority of two thirds of the Senate, 




a joint resolutions which originated in their House of the following title 



189 


to wit: joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution of 
the State of Alabama, so as to limit the sessions of the General Assembly 
thereof, in which they request the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Mr Pope, from the select committee to which was referred a resolution 
authorizing the appointment of a select committee for the purpose of 
drafting a memorial to the Congress of the United States, upon the subject 
of the public lands advertised by the Presdent of the United States, re¬ 
ported a memorial to Congress upon the subject of public lands. Mr Cole¬ 
man offered the following instructions: that the report be recommitted to 
the committee who reported it, with instructions to strike out all that part 
which by inference or otherwise proposes a suspension of the sales of 
the lands, and present alone the propriety and justice of making provision 
for the forfeiters and relinquishers of said lands, and the abolition of the 
auction system. Mr speaker moved to amend mr Coleman's preposition 
with the following : to request the postponement of the land sales at least 
twelve months, if the other relief sought for cannot be obtained, and 
then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill introduced to day by mr Robinson was ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr Van Dyke, who voted in the majority on the adoption of the reso¬ 
lutions reported by mr Baker to-day, moved to reconsider the voted, which 
was carried. Mr Durrett moved to postpone the further consideration 
till to-morrow, which was carried. 

On motion of mr Acklen: Resolved, that a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed for the purpose of revision and amending, (if found expedient.) 
the charter of the town of Huntsville, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon messrs Acklen, Fearn, King, Moore, and Penn were appoint¬ 
ed said committee. 

Memorial to the Congress of the United States upon the subject of pub¬ 
lic lands was again under consideration. Mr Bibb asked leave to with¬ 
draw mr Coleman's instructions, which was granted. Mr Pope offered 
an amendment which was adopted. The memorial as amended was then 
adopted. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Lawler, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
whom was referred the account of Dr. Davis Moore, of St Clark county, 
also, the account of Ezekiel Henry, late sheriff of Shelby county, report¬ 
ed a bill to be entitled an act to allow certain claims therein named, which 
was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three seve¬ 
ral days being dispensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith, 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Roysdon, who voted in the majority on concurring with mr Coop- 
wood's report on yesterday, on the subject of county boundaries, moved 
to reconsider the voted which was lost. Yeas 33- Nays 33. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
speaker Acklen Banks Bates Bibb Brown Byrnes Durrett Ellis Fearn Forrest 
Grigsby Hays J ack J ones King Lane Ligon Mardis Mims Mobley Moore Murphree 
Oliver Penn Philpott Rather Richardson Ross Roysdon Taylor Van Dyke 
and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Barclay Brodnax Clark 
Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Hes¬ 
ter Hodges Horton Hudson Jackson Lawler Massey McElderry Metcalfe Morris- 
sett Parsons Pope Robinson Rouslton Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger 
and Young. 



Mr Rather, from the committee on privileges and elections, to whom 
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was referred a bill entitled an act to discontinue and establish certain elec¬ 
tion precincts therein specified, reported as an amendment a bill to be en¬ 
titled an act to discontinue and establish certain election precincts therein 
specified, which was read a first time. Mr Rather moved that the bill 
lie upon the table, which was carried. 

Mr Ellis, from the committee on the state of the republic, to which was 
referred a variety of bills, petitions &c. having for their object the eman¬ 
cipation of slaves, reported a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the 
emancipation of certain slaves therein named, which was read a first time, 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith. Mr Baer moved 
to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section. Mr coop- 
wood moved to amend mr Baker's amendment by striking out the words 
"one hundred and twenty days," with a view to insert "two hundred 
years.” A division of the question being called for, the vote was first 
taken on striking out and carried. Mr Coopwood moved that the amend¬ 
ment lie upon the table, which was carried. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bates Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark cole Conner 
Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Grigsby 
Hays Hester Hodges Horton J ackson J ones King Ligon Mardis McElderry 
Mims Moore Murphree Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roys- 
don Russell Smith Taylor Ward Weissinger and Young.- 47. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bibb Bradford Cole¬ 
man Cook Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Hudson J ack Lane Lawler Mas¬ 
sey Metcalfe Mobley Morrissett Oliver Parsons Penn Roulston Ship and 
Williams- 23. 

Mr Morrisett moved that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed till the first day of March next, which was lost. It was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gale. Mr Speaker: I am instruc¬ 
ted by the Senate to inform your honorable body that they have read three 
several times and passed a bill which originated in your House of the 
following title: an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts in 
the counties of Limestone and Lawrence, and have amended the same, 
by striking out all the first section of the bill after the enacting clause, 
and inserting in lieu thereof two sections which will be found annexed 
to the bill, in which they desire the concurrence of your honorable body, 
the title of said bill they have amended as follows: strike out the title 
and insert the following, 'an act to alter the time of holding the circuit 
courts in certain counties therein named," in which they also desire your 
concurrence. 

Mr Goldthwaite from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
bill from the Senate entitled, an act the more effectually to prevent judg¬ 
es of the circuit and county courts from charging juries on matters of fact, 
and the better to secure the right of trial by jury, reported the same with¬ 
out amendment, and in the opinion of the said committee, it is inexpedi¬ 
ent to pass the same into a law. Mr Mardis moved that the bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed, which was carried. Yeas 36- Nays 32. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, 
Forrest, Green, Hays, Hester, Jones, Lawler, Mardis, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mims, 
Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Parsons, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, 

Ross, Roulston, Russell, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Williams. 



Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bibb, Brod- 
Byrnes, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Flournoy 
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Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ack, J ackson, King, Lane, Ligon, 
Massey, Mobley, Oliver, Pope, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, and Young. 

And then the House adjourned till half past six o'clock this evening. 

At half past six o'clock, P.M. the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved that the House adjourn to ten o'clock to-mor¬ 
row, A.M., which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Brodnax, Byrnes, Cook, Curtis, Dale, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, 
Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Horton, Mims, Mobley, Oliver, Pope, Richardson, Roysdon, 
Taylor, Van Dyke, Wards, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, 
Cole, Coleman, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Green, Hays, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, 

Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, McElderry, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrissett, Parsons, Philpott, 
Robinson, Roulston, Ship, Smith, Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Mobley then moved that the House adjourn to half past nine o'clock 
to-morrow, A.M., which was carried. 

Friday, J anuary 7th, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Parsons availed himself of the constitutional privilege of spreading 
on the journal, his reasons for voting against the passage of the joint res¬ 
olution from the Senate, proposing amendments to the constitution of the 
State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the General Assem¬ 
bly thereof, which is as follows: the undersigned having in the House 
of Representatives, voted against the joint resolutions, proposing to the 
people, amendments to the constitution, so that biennial sessions of the 
Legislature should beheld, respectfully assigns the reasons which influ¬ 
enced him in the giving of such voted, they are the following : 1st. The 
resolutions propose to change the time for which Senators shall be 
elected, to four, instead of three years, and for which Representatives 
shall be elected, to two years ; a measure, in the conception of the under¬ 
signed, highly dangerous, impressed as he is, with the belief, that very 
degree of removal from accountability in the representative to the consti¬ 
tuent, in a proportionate degree, opens the way to corruption. As in this 
State, both the senator and representative represent the same interest, 
therefore, there can exist no reason why the one should be elected for a 
longer period than the other; though it will be admitted, that in some of 
the States, there is a difference in this respect; the senators, representing 
the sovereignty and property of the State, and the representatives, the peo¬ 
ple of the State. Such is not however, the characteristic of our constitu¬ 
tion. The only difference in the opinion of the undersigned, that ought to 
exist between senators and representatives, which difference should be 
left to the people themselves in their selections alone to create, is, that the 
senate, as a body, should be composed of individuals of an age more ma¬ 
ture, and who, beside respectability of talent, might be supposed to be en¬ 
dued with whatsoever advantage soberness of discretion, stability and ex¬ 
perience, might naturally be expected to bestow. 

The only State known to me, in which the sessions of the legislature are 
held biennially, is that of Tennessee, and there, both branches of the legis¬ 
lature represent the same interest, and have allotted to them the same pe¬ 
riod of service. The undersigned remembers that last year, an amend¬ 
ment of a character somewhat similar being proposed, he voted for it; 
there was however, this difference, in that, the term of service of the sen¬ 
ator, was limited to two years, in this, it is extended to four; had it been 
four, he would, last year, as he has done this, have entered his voted on re- 



cord against it, and upon a review of that voted, he cannot but feel persuad- 
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ed, that he was in error; the more so, inasmuch as not State in the Union, 
with the solitary exception of Tennessee, has biennial session of its legis¬ 
lature. Had the policy pursued in Tennessee, in this particular, be found 
to be a wholesome one, had it been fraught with beneficial effects, seeing 
that it has been the fundamental law of that State, ever since the year 
1796, it would most assuredly have been followed, nor proposed to be 
adopted by other; but the reverse is true: Called sessions, equalling in 
number nearly half as many as the regular ones, and sessions a third long¬ 
er in extent of time, are some examples of the evil of its results. Our 
sessions, have perhaps, been too long, but in a new, and infant country, 
little less was to have been expected. When our State had progressed to 
a more advances and firmer age, this grievance in all probability, would 
no longer have existed. 

Another objection is, that at the legislative department of this State 
consists of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and the executive 
branch, if the legislature is to assembly only one in two years, the duties 
of the government must consequently devolve, in the recess, entirely upon 
the person of the Governor, who will have the selection of all officers, in 
cases of vacancies that may occur, and appointments so made, might not 
unfrequently be of longer duration than would be desirable. If the Gov¬ 
ernor, moreover, should ever become corrupt, he would be armed with 
more capability, and greater power to do mischief, than the undersigned, 
and as he feels well assured, the good republican people of this common¬ 
wealth, would be willing to confer on him. 

The conditions of the Bank is another cogent reason why annual ses¬ 
sions of the legislature should be holden. The capital, is not the property 
of the State, and amounts to half a million of dollars, including the loan 
first made, the three per cent fund, the university fund, the monies of six¬ 
teenth sections, besides the ordinary revenue of the State ; the whole of 
which is guaranteed by the State to the true owners; in addition to which 
will be the money raised by the sale of the four hundred thousand acres of 
land, granted to the State for internal improvement. The president and 
directors of the Bank, have no individual interest in it; the president 
alone, has a small salary. Thus, although a useful institution, if its affairs 
are to be examined into only one in two years by the legislature, its best 
interests, as well as those of the State, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
may be jeopardized and endangered ; and if the proposed amendment 
takes place, the charter of the Bank mush likewise be altered ; so too must 
several other laws. 

Another objection is, that senators in Congress must sometimes be elec¬ 
ted twelve or eighteen moths before the term for which they may have 
already been chosen expires; this will place the, notwithstanding that 
their term is limited to six years, seven years beyond the reach of the peo¬ 
ple; the good policy of which may very justly be doubted. 

Again, although our constitution is as yet scarcely ten years old, more 
than as may attempts, have within that length of time been made to alter 
it. One effort the undersigned has witnessed, which, so far as he was in¬ 
formed, originated altogether in the legislature, without any call or desire 
expressed by the people ; this was unsuccessful, was carried through both 
Houses, submitted to the people and ultimately ratified ; when the people 
generally, neither desired, nor solicited it, but were excited and drilled to 
vote by intermedling and busy politicians, whereby the independence of 
the judiciary, the best part of any government, has been diminished ; the 
undersigned, when the vote on this subject was taken, himself, saw men 




193 


come to the polls, who being required to vote, then for the first time 
took, it under consideration, observing that they had not before reflected 
on it; and this, the undersigned believes to have been the condition of a 
majority of those who voted on it. If we thus continue to progress, the 
constitution of the State, that sacred instrument, by which our lives, our 
liberty, our property, and character, should have been protected by fre¬ 
quent attempt at amendment, and innovation ,will be no more respected 
than a common statute, and acquire to itself but little of the reverential 
weight of age, or reverence on account of duration ; repeated alterations 
or endeavours to amend instruments of this sort, which when once adopt¬ 
ed, should not for light or trivial causes be entrenched upon, ever conduct 
to confusion. Laws to ensure a right understanding and respect, should 
be stable ; by frequency of alteration and change, they can neither be well 
under stood nor confided in. 

Written constitutions owe their origin to America ; they sprung into ex¬ 
istence among the States oft his Great Union, and were in general so ad- 
mirabley framed, as at one to rid the people of the inconvience arising 
out of the turbulence of democracy in its purity, or a pure democracy, and 
to shield fro them from oppression, and aristocracy; and having been once fram¬ 
ed and adopted as a paramount system of rules by the people, they ought not. 
inconsiderately to be changed, nor unless the evil were a strong one, and then 
only by the wish of the people themselves, not by the caprice of their ser¬ 
vants. In this particular instance, not a solitary petition has been introduced, 
nor from his constitutes, has the undersigned received instruction ; they 
sent him here to aid in the making of ordinary laws, not to make or remodel 
a constitution. Feeling assured, as he does, that the contemplated change 
would not be fraught with benefit to the people, but on the contrary, re¬ 
moved their servants further from accountability, the undersigned enters 
this, his protest: in the doing of which, he nevertheless extends the most 
profound respect to the opinion of others, and would by no means, be at 
the same time, understood to insist upon the infallibility of his own 

Ja. 6th, 1830. ENOCH PARSONS. 

I concur in the above protest, with the exception, that I have uniform¬ 
ly been opposed to biennial session. WM. MOBLEY. 

I concur in the above, with the exception, that I had not the honor of a 
seat in the legislature last year. MOSLEY BAKER. 

Mr Van Dyke presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas 
county, praying the passage of a law to give or sell to the citizens of said 
county, the old State House, in the town of Cahawba, for the purpose of 
holding court, which was read and referred to a select committee consist¬ 
ing of messrs Van dyke Taylor and Moore, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Conner from the judiciary committee to whom was referred, a bill 
to be entitled, an act amendatory of an act prescribing the mode of exe¬ 
cuting original process, reported that it is inexpedient to pass such a bill 
into a law. Mr Coopwood moved that the bill and report be indefinitely 
postponed, which was carried. 

Mr Goldthwaite from the judiciary committee to which was referred a 
resolution instructing the said committee to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the laws of this State, relative to the sale of lands under 
writs of fieri facias, as to reserve one third part of said lands, for the use 
of the wife, reported, that in the opinion of the said committee, it is inex¬ 
pedient to legislate on this subject, and ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, in which report the House con¬ 
curred. 
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Mr Baker from the committee on the state of the republic, to which 
was referred bills and resolutions to emancipate slaves, reported a bill to 
be entitled, an act to prevent the emigration and settlement of free ne¬ 
groes in this State, which was read. Mr Coopwood moved that the bill 
lie on the table till the 1st day of March next, which was carried. 

Mr Roysdon from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a res¬ 
olution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
mitigating the punishment for the crime of forgery, and so much of the 
Governor's message as relates to a revision of the criminal law, reported 
a bill to be entitled, an act to mitigate the punishment for the crime of 
forgery, which was read and ordered to a second reading to morrow. 

Mr Clark from the committee on county boundaries ; to whom was re¬ 
ferred a petition of sundry citizens of Marion county, residing in the 14th 
township, 12th range west, of the basis meridian of Huntsville, praying 
that the residue of said township may be added to Fayette county, report¬ 
ed a bill to be entitled, an act to add the residue of the 14th township, 12th 
range, west of the basis meridian of Huntsville, from the county of ma- 
rion to the county of Fayette, which was read a first time and ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to whom was referred a resolution to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing the boundary line between the counties of Tuscaloosa and 
Bibb, as follows : running from the head of Big Sandy Creek to a large 
bluff where Caffers' Creek passed through the Sand mountain, in the most 
direct route, so as to include J ames Hill, in the county of Bibb, thence 
along said mountain to Gillespie's mill, thence to the point where the 
county lines of Tuscaloosa, Jefferson, Shelby and Bibb, intersect with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise, have according to order had said re¬ 
solution under consideration and have instructed me to ask leave to be 
discharged from the further consideration of said resolution, which was 
granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to whom was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire 
whether Bibb county contains as much territory as required by the consti¬ 
tution, and what quantity of territory has been taken from Bibb and ad¬ 
ded to Perry county, have according to order, had the same under consid¬ 
eration and have instructed to me to report, that Bibb county, does not con¬ 
tain as much territory as is required by the constitution, but that said 
county lack thirty-three sections of being constitutional. The commit¬ 
tee further report, that by the passage on the 2th December, 1820, of an 
act entitled, an act to alter the boundaries of certain counties therein men¬ 
tioned, about two townships of the territory of the county of Bibb was 
added to the county of Perry, which addition reduced Bibb below her con¬ 
stitutional limits. Mr Clark moved the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr Goldthwaite from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing the same committee to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the laws respecting the annual examination of the offices of 
clerks of the circuit and county courts, &c., reported a bill to be entitled 
an act the better to provide for the examination of the offices of the clerks 
of the circuit and county courts of this State, which was read a first time 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with it was then read a second time forthwith and the rule being fur¬ 
ther dispensed with, the bill was considered as engrossed, read a third 
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time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid ; Ordered, that 
the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Conner from the judiciary committee to which was referred the re¬ 
solution directing them to take into consideration so much of the Govern¬ 
or's message as relates to the legality of the proceedings of the commis¬ 
sioners who were appointed to select class and value the 400,000 acres of 
land granted to this State for internal improvement, the legality of open¬ 
ing the registers office, the extent to which the State is bound by the acts 
of the said commissioners and the register of said office, reported, that 
from the facts and evidence exhibited in the report of the committee ap¬ 
pointed to investigate the conduct of the said commissioners, it is unne¬ 
cessary and inexpedient to legislate upon the subject at this time ; in which 
report the House concurred. 

Mr Conner from the judiciary committee to which was referred a reso¬ 
lution directing them to inquire into the expediency of revision, amending 
and consolidation the fees paid to the several officers of the State and 
counties, reported, that it is inexpedient at this time to legislate any fur¬ 
ther upon the subject; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Rather from the committee on privileges and elections, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled an act supplemental to an 
act passed 14th December, 1827, prescribing the mode of contesting 
elections reported the same with sundry amendments, which were con¬ 
curred in ; the bill was then read a third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Rather from the committee on privileges and elections, to which 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of that part of Clarke county, 
taken from the county of Monroe, by an act passed at the last session of 
the legislature, claiming the right to vote with the citizens of Monroe, at 
their general elections; reported, that the constitution secures to every 
free white man, with certain exceptions and restrictions, the right of suf¬ 
frage, and without such qualifications they cannot be permitted to exer¬ 
cise the privilege, they therefore consider legislation on the subject unne¬ 
cessary, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Goldthwaite from the committee on the state of the republic, to 
which was referred so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
pecuniary embarrassments of the agricultural interest of the State, the 
auction system of disposing of public lands, and the system of graduated 
prices for the same ; reported, that the subjects referred to them by the afore¬ 
said resolution, have already been acted on by the House, they therefore 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the same, 
which was granted. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to whom was referred a bill to be tilted, an act to annex from the 
county of Tuscaloosa to the county of Bibb, so much territory as will give 
to Bibb county her constitutional limits, have according to order had the 
same under consideration and have instructed me to report the same with¬ 
out amendment. Mr Clark moved that the report lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to whom was referred sundry petitions from the county of Bibb 
praying for the annexation of that part of Perry county to the county of 
Bibb, which in 1820, was taken from Bibb and added to Perry, or else for 
the annexation of territory from the county of Autauga to Bibb county, to 
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give her a constitutional limit; as also, sundry petitions of sundry citi¬ 
zens of said county, praying that territory may be added from the north 
and northwest, to that county, to give said county its constitutional limits, 
as also, praying that Centreville may continue to be the permanent seat 
of justice for Bibb county, have according to order had said petitions un¬ 
der consideration, and have instructed me to ask leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. Mr jack moved that the report 
lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Moore, from the committee on lands appropriated for internal im¬ 
provement, to which was referred so much of the Governor's message as 
relates to that subject, reported a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the 
duties of the register of the land office at Courtland, and for other pur¬ 
poses, which was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, it was then read a second time 
forthwith: mr Pope offered an amendment, which was adopted; and the 
rule being further dispensed with, it was considered as engrossed, and 
read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Ellis, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred so much 
of the Governor's message as relates to the state of the laws, and so 
much as relates to an increase of the salaries o the circuit court judges 
and solicitors, and so much as recommended certain additional duties to 
be required of solicitors, report that it is inexpedient to legislate on any 
of the subjects therein mentioned, and ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. The same committee, to which was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to reduce the pay of judges of the 
circuit courts hereafter to be elected in this State, have instructed me to 
report the same without amendment, and that in the opinion of said com¬ 
mittee, it is inexpedient to pass said bill. The question was on concur¬ 
ring with the report, and mr Coopwood called for a division: the first 
part of the report and bill be postponed until the first day of March next, 
which was carried. Yeas 59- Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown 
Byrnes Cole Cook Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flou- 
noy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Flays Hester Hudson J ack J ackson 
King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis McElderry Mead Mims Mobley Moore Mor- 
rissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson Ross Roul- 
ston Roysdon Russell ship Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Coopwood Hodges Jones Met¬ 
calfe Philpott Rather and Smith. 

Mr Ligon made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to 
incorporate Marion academy in Perry county. 

Mr Craig, from the select committee to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of the county of Lauderdale, praying relief from cer¬ 
tain grievances therein mentioned, reported a bill to be entitled an ac to 
authorize the commissioned officers of the 11th regiment of the Alaba¬ 
ma militia, to fix a regimental muster ground, which was read a first time, 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith, and the rule being 
further dispensed with, the bill was considered as engrossed, read a third 
time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that 
the same be sent t the Senate for their concurrence. 




197 


Mr Pope, from the select committee to which was referred a joint remon- 
stance on the subject of instructions given from the treasury department re¬ 
lative to the funds receivable for public lands, reported that it was deemed 
inexpedient to embody any part of said joint remonstrance in the memo- 
rail to Congress that has been reported by said committee, and, therefore, 
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
which was granted. 

Mr Moore, from the joint committee to examine into the affairs of the 
bank, asked leave to absence of said committee during the sessions of 
this House. 

Mr Russell, form the select committee to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of sundry citizens of J ackson county, praying for a turnpike road 
leading from Gunter's landing through the Cherokee nation to Ashville, 
in St. Clair county, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the sub¬ 
ject, in which report the House concurred. 

On motion of Mr Lawler: Ordered, that messrs Goldthwaite and Par¬ 
sons be added to the special committee appointed on the bill to establish 
the county of., introduced by mr Mardis. 

Mr Van Dyke obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
alter the boundaries on Dallas and Montgomery counties, which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Baker obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to au¬ 
thorise Henry Lucas and others to turnpike a road therein named, which 
was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three seve¬ 
ral days being dispensed with, it was forthwith read a second time, and 
referred to the representatives from Montgomery and Pike counties, to 
consider and report thereon. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to provide for the preservation of the State Capitol, which was read a first 
time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, it was forthwith read a second time. Mr Lawler moved 
to strike out the second session of the bill, which was carried. Mr J ack 
then moved to amend the bill by an additional section No. 2, which 
was carried. Mr Morrissette now moved to strike out the words "trea¬ 
surer and comptroller,” which was lost. The bill was then considered as 
engrossed. Mr Conner moved that the bill lie on the table till to-morrow, 
which was carried. 

Mr Penn called up the bill entitled an act to discontinue and establish 
certain election precincts therein specified, which was read a second time. 

Mr Taylor moved to amend the bill by adding the words "and one at Tar¬ 
ver's mill, : which was carried. The bill was then referred to the com¬ 
mittee on privileges and elections. 

Mr Flournoy moved that th bill entitled an act to extend the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the State of Alabama over the I ndian territory lying within the 
limits of said State, and for other purposes, be made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to better to insure the safe keeping of the pub¬ 
lic arms, was read a second time, and referred to the military committee. 

The bill entitled an act to designate the boundaries of Jackson county, 
was read a second time, and referred to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries. 

Mr Moore presented the account of Dandridge Faris, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts., 

Mr Craig obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled an act to legalize 
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registering certain deeds and conveyances of lands in this state, which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Morrissette obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled an act to alter 
the mode of paying jurors in Monroe county, which was read a first time, 
and the rule of requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispen¬ 
sed with, it was forthwith read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Ligon obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act authorizing Wyatt Chatham to cut out and establish a 
turnpike road, which was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to 
be reward on three several days being dispensed with, it was forthwith read 
a second time ; and the rule being further dispensed with, it was forth¬ 
with read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as afore¬ 
said. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill from the senate entitled an act to incorporate the trustees of the 
Sims;' female academy in the town of Tuscaloosa, was read a first time, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, 
it was read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed 
with, it was forthwith read a third time. Mr Clark moved to amend the 
bill with a proviso, by way of engrossed ryder, which was carried. Mr 
Hudson moved to amend the bill further with a proviso by way of en¬ 
grossed ryder: mr Philpott moved to amend mr Hudson's amendment by 
striking out the word "repeal," which was carried. Mr Hudson's 
amendment was then adopted. And the question being put, "shall this 
bill pass? it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 65- nays 1. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark 
Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn 
Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack 
J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey M'Elderry Mead Metcalfe 
Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather 
Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Taylor Van 
Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Flournoy voted in the negative. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle; mr Speaker: I am 
instructed by the Senate to inform your honorable body that they have 
read three several times and passed a joint memorial which originated in 
the House of Representatives entitled a joint memorial requesting a grant 
of land by the Congress of the United States for the use of a female 
academy, in each county of this State. They have also read three seve¬ 
ral times and passed bills which originated in their House entitled an act 
to authorize J ames Davis and associates to turnpike a certain road there¬ 
in named, and an act for the relief of Henry Sossaman, in which they re¬ 
quest the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Mr Ellis made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled an act to authorize the register 
of the land office at Courtland to correct certain errors in the return of 
the land commissioners : an act to authorize the courts of this State to 
render final judgement against the security of non residents for costs : an 
act to change the name of William Tankersly to that of William Parmer; 
an act to give the circuit courts of this State power to render judgements 
final against the security in writs of error bonds, all of which originated 
in the Senate. They have also examined and found correctly enrolled 
acts of the following titles to wit: an act to amend an act to authorise the 



building of a jail in Morgan county ; an act for the relief of Andrew 0. 
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Horn, tax collector for Lawrence county, and a joint resolution requiring 
the offices of the comptroller and treasurer to be examined annually, 
which originated in this House. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: the Se¬ 
nate have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
the House of Representatives, entitled an act further to provide for the 
location of the seat of justice in Pickens county, and have amended the 
same by striking out the word "three," where it occurs in the first section 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word "four," in which they desire your 
concurrence. They have also read three several times and passed a bill 
which originated in the Senate, entitled an act further to relieve insol¬ 
vent debtors, in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr Ross, who voted in the majority on the indefinite postponement of 
the bill from the senate entitled an act more effectually to prevent judges 
of the circuit and county courts form charging juries in matters of fact, 
and the better to secure the right of trial by jury, moved to reconsider 
that voted which was carried. And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock 
this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Richardson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
concerning slaves, which was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading tomorrow. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to wit: An act to autho¬ 
rize justices of the peace to take bail in certain cases; an act to limit the 
terms of the supreme court; an act to emancipate a certain slave therein 
named ; joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution of 
the state of Alabama, so as to limit the sessions of the General Assem¬ 
bly thereof; an act to extend the limits of Monroe county, and to desig¬ 
nate the dividing line between the counties of Monroe and Clarke, were 
severally read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

J oint memorial, from the Senate, to the Congress of the United States 
asking relief for the purchasers of public land, and for other purposes, 
was laid on the table. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the amendments made by the SE- 
nate to the bill entitled an act to change the times of holding the circuit 
courts in the counties of Henry, Dale, Covington, Baldwin, and Mobile. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

J oint memorial from the Senate praying indemnity for losses sustained 
by the deprepredations of the Creek I ndians was adopted, Ordered, that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Engrossed bill from the Senate, entitled an act making an appropriation 
for the increase of the supreme court library, was read a first time, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr Coopwood moved to 
strike out the word "five," before the word "hundred," which was lost. 

And the rule being further dispensed with, it was read a third time forth¬ 
with and passed. Yeas 35- Nays 32. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Bates, Bibb, Clark, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Curtis 
Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Green, Hays, Jack, King, Lane, Lawler, 

Ligon, Mardis, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, 

Pope, Richardson, Ross, Roysdon, and Williams. 

Those who voted, in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brodnax, 

Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Forrest, Grigsby, Hester, Hodg- 



es, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Murphree 
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Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weis- 
singer, and Young. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

A message was received from the Governor, by James I. Thornton. 

Mr Speaker: the Governor did, on this day approve and sign the fol¬ 
lowing bills ; an act to establish a turnpike road therein mentioned ; an act 
for the benefit of the estate of Charles King, deceased, and an act amenda¬ 
tory of the laws of this State on the subject of confining prisoners com¬ 
mitted upon process from the courts of the United States ; all of which 
originated in the House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to reduce the price of public 
lands in the counties of Madison and Morgan, to the price of like lands in 
other counties, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was then read a se¬ 
cond time forthwith. Mr Horton moved to amend the bill by way of 
proviso, which was lost. Mr Horton moved to amend the bill by way of 
proviso, which was lost. Mr Fearn moved to strike out the 1st section 
of the bill with a view to insert another in lieu thereof; a division of the 
question being called for, the vote was first take on striking out and lost. 

Yeas 30- Nays 40. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, Coop- 
wood, Durrett, Feran, Forrest, Horton, J ack, J ones, King, Lawler, Ligon, Mims, 

Moore, Morrissette, Oliver, Penn, Roulston, Roysdson, Russell, Smith, awrd and 
Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Baker, Bibb, Clark, 
Coleman, Conner, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Ellis, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldth- 
waite, Green, Grigsby, hays, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, Lane, Mardis, 

Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mobley, Murphree, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Ra¬ 
ther, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Ship, Taylor, Van Dyke, Williams and Young. 

Mr Parsons moved to amend the bill by inserting after the word "from" 
in 1st section 2d line, the words "each of three of the companies," which 
was carried. 

Mr Flournoy moved that the further consideration thereof be postpon¬ 
ed to the 1st day of March next, which was lost. Yeas 22- Nays 46. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Acklen, Bradford, Brown, Curtis, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Jones, 

King, Lawler, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, Roysdon, Smith, Tay¬ 
lor, Weissinger, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Baker, Banks, Barclay, 
Bates, Bibb, Broadnax, Byrnes, dark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, 

Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hester, Hodges, 

Horton, Hudson, Lane, Ligon, Mardis, McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Oloiver, Poar- 
sons, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Russel, Ship, 

Van Dyke,WArd and Williams. 

Mr Fearn moved to amend the first section of the bill by way of proviso, 
which was lost. Mr Ligon moved to amend the same by way of proviso, 
which was carried. It was then referred to a select committee consisting 
of messrs Philpott, Bibb, and Rather. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Benjamin 
Hudson and William Alsobrooks, was read a first time, and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, 



it was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be 
as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize the guardians of 
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the minor heirs of Samuel Bones deceased, to sell and convey certain 
real estate, was read a first time and the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forth¬ 
with and referred to the judiciary committee. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, to wit: an act to repeal in 
part and amend an act concerning witnesses, passed 10th February 1807; 
and an act allowing to solicitors of the several circuits a copy of Minor's 
reports were severally read. Mr Clark moved that they be indefinitely 
postponed, which was carried. 

Mr Hudson moved that the House disagree to the amendments made 
by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to provide for drawing and com¬ 
pensating jurors to attend on the county courts of Franklin, Morgan and 
Lawrence counties, and for other purposes. 

Mr Bibb moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow, morning at 
half past nine o'clock, which was carried. Yeas 42- Nays 28. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Speaker Acklen Banks, Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Conner Cur¬ 
tis Dale, Dennis Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby hays 
Hester Hudson J ack King Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Mims Murphree 
Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Richardson Robinson Roulston Roysdon Russel 
Ward and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Barclay Clark Cole Cole¬ 
man Cook Coopwood Craig Durrett Green Hodges Horton J ackson J ones Lane 
Ligon Metcalfe Mobley Moore Morrisett Oliver Rather Ross Ship Smith Taylor 
Weissinger and Young. 

Friday, J anuary 8th, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a communication from the Warrior 
Guards which was read, and laid on the table, at the instance of Mr 
Taylor. 

Mr Taylor moved, that when the hour of 12 o'clock shall arrive, the 
House then adjourn to the hour of 3 o'clock, which was carried. 

Mr Williams presented the account of William G. Parish, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Flournoy presented the account of B. G. Sims, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Massey presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
county, remonstrating against a division of said county, which was read 
and laid on the table. 

Mr Mardis presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby, 
relative to a certain road therein named, which was read, and referred to 
the committee on roads bridges and ferries. 

The Speaker laid before the house a communication from Henry Minor, 
relative to the publication of the decisions of the supreme court, which 
was read and referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr Taylor, from the military committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an ct, the better to insure the safe keeping of the public arms, 
reported the same without amendment. The committee are of opinion 
that such a law in expedient. And the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, the bill was considered as en¬ 
grossed, and read a third time. Mr Durrett moved that the bill be post¬ 
poned to the first day of the next session of the General Assembly, which 
was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 33. 

The yeas ans nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 



Barclay Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Craig Dennis Durrett Flournoy 
26 
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Goldthwaite Green Horton Jones Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe 
parsons Rather Richardson Roulston Russell Ship Smith Van Dyke and 
Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Banks 
Bates Bibb Byrnes Coleman Cook Dale Fearn Fitts Forrest Grigsby Hays 
Hester Hodges J ack King Lane Ligon Mims Morrisett Murphree Oliver Penn 
Philpott Pope Robinson Ross Roysdon Taylor and Williams. 

The bill was then passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Or¬ 
dered, that the same be sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Mr Van Dyke, from the select committee to which was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Dallas county, praying that the State of 
Alabama would sell to said county the old state house in the town of Ca- 
hawba, for a court house for said county, reported a bill to be entitled an 
act to authorise the State to dispose of the old state house in the town of 
Cahawba, which was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was then read a second 
time forthwith. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the bill by striking out 
the word "sell," which was carried. Mr Coopwood moved to fill the 
blank with the word "give." The bill was recommitted to the committee 
that reported it. 

Mr Baker, from the select committee to which was referred a bill enti¬ 
tled an act to authorize Henry Lucas and others to turnpike a certain road 
therein named, reported the same without amendment, and that in the 
opinion of the committee it is inexpedient to pass the same. Mr Dale 
moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bradford Brown Byrnes Conner Coopwood Dale Ellis 
Fearn Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Hudson J ones King 
mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Moore Parsons Richardson Roulston Russell 
Ship Smith Van Dyke Weissinger and Williams - 34. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Baker Banks Bates Bibb Brod- 
nax Cole Coleman Cook Dennis Durrett Fitts Flournoy Forrest Horton Jackson 
Jack Lane Lawler Ligon McElderry Mobley Murphree Oliver Penn Philpott 
Pope Rather Robinson Ross Roysdon Taylor and Ward- 32. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker; I am in¬ 
stated by the Senate to inform your honorable body that they have 
concurred in the amendment made by your honorable body to a bill which 
originated in the Senate entitled an act supplemental to an act passed the 
14th December, 1827, prescribing the mode of contesting elections.- 
They have amended the amendment made by your honorable body to a 
bill which originated in the Senate, entitled an act to incorporate the trus¬ 
tees of the Sims' Female academy in the town of Tuscaloosa, by adding 
the proviso thereto attached, and have agreed to said amendments, as 
amended, and respectfully ask the concurrence of your honorable body to 
their amendment. 

Mr Grigsby offered the following resolution: Resolved, that with the 
concurrence of both House, the President of the Senate, and speaker 
of the House of Representatives, be requested to deliver and extempore 
address to the Warrior Guards, in the Hall of the House of Representa¬ 
tives to-day, when they make their appearance, which was lost. 

A message from the Senate, by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have read three several times and passed a joint memorial which ori¬ 
ginated in the Senate of the following title to wit: J oint memorial to the 
Congress of the United States praying a removal of the land office from 



Huntsville to some more central point in said district, in which they re¬ 
quest the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 
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Mr Philpott, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act to reduce the price of the public lands in the counties of 
madison and Morgan to the price of like lands in other counties, report¬ 
ed that they have amended the same by striking out the title of the same, 
and inserting "a bill to be entitled an act to re-examine and revalue so 
much of the lands granted this State by Congress, for the improvement 
of the Tennessee and other rivers, as lies in the counties of Madison 
and Morgan," and by adding thereto two additional sections; in which 
amendments the House concurred. Mr Fearn moved to amend the first 
section of the bill by the following proviso: Provided, that such revalua¬ 
tion shall not be made as aforesaid until the first day of May next, and 
that previous to that time said lands shall be subject to entry according 
to the provisions of the act of the last General Assembly authorising 
and regulating the same. Mr Durrett moved to strike out the word 
"May,” to insert "April"- a division of the question being called for, the 
vote was first taken on striking out and lost. The question was then on 
the adoption of the amendment, and lost. Yeas 30- Nays 38. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative ar Messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Cole, Curtis, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, For¬ 
rest, Green, Hays, Horton, J ones, King, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, 
Moore, Morrisette, Penn Roulston, Russell, Smith, Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Baker, Bates, Bibb, Brod- 
nax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Den¬ 
nis, Durrett, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, J ack, J ack- 
son, Lane, McElderry, Mobley, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Ra¬ 
ther, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Ship, Taylor, Ward, and Williams. 

Mr Fearn moved the following amendment: Sec. 1st 3d line, strike 
out the words "appoint one commissioner from each company of com¬ 
missioners who valued the relinquished lands," and insert "re-appoint 
three commissioners for the company which valued the relinquished 
land in the counties of Madison and Morgan, and require of the,” 
which was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 45. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, cole, Curtis, Fearn, Forrest, Grigsby, 

Jones, Lawler, Mardis, Mims, More, Morrisett, Penn, Roulston, Russell, Smith, 

Ward, Weissinger, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs. Speaker, Baker, Bates, Bibb, Brod- 
nax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Dur¬ 
rett, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Greene, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hud¬ 
son, J ack, J ackson, Lane, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mobley, Mur¬ 
phree, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Ship, 
Taylor, Van Dyke, and Young. 

And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Penn Moved that the House adjourn to to-morrow at half past 9 
o'clock, A.M. which was lost. Yeas 8- Nays 29. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Brodnax, Conner, Curtis, Grigsby, Hays, Penn and Pope. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bates, Brown, Clark, Cole, Cook, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Hester, Horton, Hudson, J ones, King, 

Lane, Lawler, Massey, McElderry, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Rather, 

Ross, Smith, Taylor, Weissinger, and Williams. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to re-examine and revalue so 
much of the lands granted to this state by Congress for the improve- 



ment of the Tennessee and other rivers, as lies in the counties of Madi¬ 
son and Morgan, then being under consideration : mr Rather moved that 
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the bill to be made the special order of the day for Monday next, which was 
carried. 

On motion of mr Conner: Resolved, that a select committee be ap¬ 
pointed for the purpose of illuminating the hall of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives ; whereupon messrs Conner and Taylor were appointed. 

The bill entitled an act to change the times of holding the county 
court in Clark county was referred to a special committee consisting of 
messrs Mobley, Fitts, and Flournoy. 

Mr Taylor moved that the House adjourn to to-morrow at half past 9 
o'clock, A.M. which was lost, yeas 15- Nays 43. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Brodnax Byrnes Conner Coopwood Curtis Dale Grigsby 
hays Mims Penn Rather and Taylor. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford 
Brown Clark Cole Coleman Cook Craig Dennis Durrett Fearn Flournoy 
Goldthwaite Green Hester Horton Hudson Jones King Lane Lawler Ligon 
Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mobley Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons 
Philpott Pope Richardson Ross Roulston Roysdon Ship Smith Weissinger and 
Williams. 

The bill entitled an act to authorise the corporate of the city of Mo¬ 
bile to raise and organize engine and hook and ladder fire companies, in 
the said city and for other purposes, was referred to a select committee 
consisting of messrs Bates Byrnes and Mims. 

The bill entitled an act to amend the militia law of this State, was, on 
motion of mr Taylor, made the special order of the day for Tuesday next. 

The bill entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, was 
read a second time, and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

The bill entitled an act to appoint canal commissioners for the improve¬ 
ment of the navigation of the Tennessee river and for other purposes, 
was read a third time. Mr Fitts moved to amend the bill by adding 
thereto an additional section, by way of engrossed ryder, which was lost. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Fitts Grigsby Mims Morrissett and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Cook Coop- 
wood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Flournoy Forrest Goldth¬ 
waite Green Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane 
Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey M'Elderry Metcalfe Mobley Murphree Oliver Par¬ 
sons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon 
Russell Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

The bill was then passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Or¬ 
dered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Goldthwaite made the following report: 

The committee on the state of the republic, to which was referred so much of the 
Governor's message as relates to a resolution of the State of Indiana, asserting a claim 
to the public lands, within the limits of said State, have had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report as follows: 

The question now submitted, for the first time to the consideration of the Legislature 
of this State is one of confessed importance and magnitude, not only to this State, but to 
the whole Union, and that attention has been given it by your committee, which the 
rights involved, demanded. 

By the declaration of independence, the right to the crown lands within the several 
States, unquestionably passed to the State respectively in which they were situate; they 
became, by that solemn act, the successors to all the rights of sovereignty claimed by the 



British crown, for it will be remembered that the confederation of the States was not 
formed until November, 77, and that all the powers therein conferred, were derived, as 
they are now from the several states. If the right of eminent domain, was in the cen- 
federative government, the States sunk, at one, from the high station of sovereign and 
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independent, to the degraded condition of provinces, from which, indeed they thought 
they had emerged. 

Your committee cannot think that more doubt exists in relation to the time when the 
right was acquired than of the right itself. If the several States were sufficiently sov¬ 
ereign, to throw of the yoke of foreign tyranny, is it no unreasonable to contend that 
they did not possess the entire attributes of sovereignty? If they possed all power to form 
the confederation in 77, surely it was a greater exercise of independent sovereignty, than 
the assumption of the right to dispose of the crown lands. All the States became the 
sovereign, and independent on the 4th of J uly, 1776 , and the peace of '83 was only the 
compelled acknowledgement of the British crown to our assertion; but if any doubt in 
reality ever existed on this point, it has been full and satisfactorily settled be the admis¬ 
sions of the confederative and present governments of the United States. These gov¬ 
ernments have taken conveyances from the several States, thereby assenting to the rights 
claimed by them, and in most instances praying an equivalent therefore. 

The position being established that the right of eminent domain once existed in the 
States respectively, it becomes necessary to inquire how the right passed from them. It 
will not be necessary to advert to the various claims set up the by the General Government 
to the waste lands, nor the manner in which the same was resisted by those States most 
interested, or the clanger which their conflicting interests had like to have produced to 
the Union. These are now matters of history, and all that in necessary for the elucida¬ 
tion of the subject under consideration, may be gathers from legislative enactments and 
the compact between Georgia and the United States in 1802. 

Most of the State of Alabama was undoubtedly within the limits of the colony of Geor¬ 
gia, as defined by her ancient charters and that State, by her agreement ceded the ter¬ 
ritory to the United States which now composes this State. Under this grant to the 
United States; your committee believe, that no other than a limited right or title to the 
soil and sovereignty, passed to the United States and that certain provisions therein con¬ 
tained, though passing the right from Georgia, at that time, caused the same to enure to 
the States to be formed out of the territory ceded. The most prominent of these is the 
fifth condition of the cession, which provides "that the territory thus ceded, should form 
a State and be admitted as such, into the Union, as soon as it should contain 60,000 free 
inhabitants, or at an earlier period, it Congress should think expedient on the same con¬ 
dition and restrictions, with the same privileges and in the same manner as is provided in 
the ordinance for the government of the Northwest Territory which ordinance should, 
in all its parts, extend to the territory ceded." By a reference to the provisions of the 
ordinance referred to, it will be seen, that by the 4th article of the same various restric¬ 
tions are imposed on the territory, and the States to be formed out of it. 

the next article in the ordinance, provided for the admission of the new States to be 
formed out of this territory and that they should be admitted into the Union on the same 
footing, in all respects whatever, and the original States. Now in the opinion of your com¬ 
mittee, these articles are inconsistent; for how can it be said that a State is sovereign, 
when she has no right to the eminent domain? Can it be independent, when she cannot 
tax even her own citizens, except after a certain period, or here non resident land holder, 
except in a particular manner? Or can she be termed free, when another sovereignty 
may, if it chooses, prevent the settlement of her territory, by refusing to sell or settle the 
same, or has she any of these attributes, which thus clogged and controlled by such re¬ 
strictions? If then, these articles are repugnant, and not to be reconciled by a literal 
construction, is it not obvious that we must put such an one as will enable the whole in¬ 
strument to stand? Can this not be done, by allowing the time construction to be that 
the restrictions apply to the territory thus formed out of it, which restrictions are remov¬ 
ed the moment that they become sovereign States? But if this argument cannot be sup¬ 
ported, your committee would inquire if the people have no inherent unalienable rights, 
which even government cannot take away? Could Georgia legislate away the sever- 
eigty of a portion of her territory, or can a portion of the Union once holding the station 



of a State, by its own act, or by compact with others, be reduced to the degraded rank 
of a territory? 

Your committee have thus arrived at the conclusion, that the rights vested in the 
United States by Georgia, was limited to the time when the territory should possess a 
certain number of inhabitants, that until that period arrived, the United States were en¬ 
titled to the right of eminent domain as an incident for sovereignty, and that as soon as 
Alabama was admitted into the Union as a State, she was entitled to the rights, privileg¬ 
es, and emoluments of the original States. 

It therefore only remains to consider in what manner, if any, this right, existing in the 
State, has been surrendered, disclaimed or conveyed to another. It will be contended 
that by an ordinance of the people of this State, we have disclaimed all right to the public 
lands. Here then the question necessarily arises, "by what authority does the United 
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States claim to hold lands within the limits of a State?" Will it be contended that the 
government as a corporation can hold lands? If it be a government of specific, limited 
powers, we search in vain in the palladium of our rights, for a delegated authority, or 
the creation of the general power, which would authorize the implication of the right. 

"To hold lands purchases with the consent of the States for the erection of forts, arsenals, 
magazines, dook yards, and other necessary buildings" surely does not give the power to 
hold the eminent domain within a sovereign State; nor does the 2d clause of the 3d sec¬ 
tion of the 4th article of the constitution, militate against the position assumed by your 
committee; full effect will be given to that clause, by allowing Congress the power to 
hold and dispose of the lands within the territories, and force is added to the argu¬ 
ments by the same clause declaring that "nothing in the constitution shall be so constru¬ 
ed as to prejudice the rights of any particular Sate." It the United States does not pos¬ 
sess the power to hold, it is immaterial to discuss whether the convention had the power 
to grant; there being no capacity to take, it would prove ineffectual, and revert to the 
grantor; but even if the United States could constitutionally impose, and the State sub¬ 
mit to the conditions specified in the act authorizing the people of this State to hold a 
convention- if the rights were granted by the ordinance appended to our constitution, 
and the conditions and restrictions were, in the opinion of your committee, removed by the 
resolution of Congress passed 14th December, 1819, admitting Alabama into the Union, 
by which it is declared she is admitted on the same footing, in all respects whatsoever, as 
the original States, Unless it can be shewn, that the States which commenced and end¬ 
ed the struggle for liberty, did not possess the right of eminent domain, your committee 
consider the claim of the State to be clear, and that it can be made so to appear before 
the constitutional tribunal of our country. 

Your committee have likewise taken into consideration the means necessary to assert 
the claims of this State to the lands within the same, in a legal and constitutional manner, 
and have instructed me to report a bill for that purpose, which, by creating a title under 
the State, will speedily bring the whole question before the proper courts. 

Your committee likewise recommend the adoption of the accompanying joint resolu¬ 
tions, all which is respectfully submitted. HENRY GOLDTHWAITE, Cha'm. 

The same committee reported joint resolutions of the General Assembly 
of the State of Alabama concerning the right of the said State to the 
public lands. Ordered, that said report and resolutions lie on the table, 
and that 500 copies thereof be printed for the use of this House. 

The same committee reported a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
asserting the right of the State of Alabama to was and unappropriated 
lands within the said state, which was read a first time. And then the 
House adjourned till to-morrow morning at half past 9 o'clock, A.M. 

Saturday, J anuary 9, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Ross presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Wilcox county 
praying the passage of a law to establish a ferry between one and two 
miles above the present ferry at the landing of Henry S Atwood at Prai¬ 
rie bluff, on the Alabama river, which was read, and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on roads bridges and ferries to consider and report thereon. 

Mr Ross presented the petition of Elizabeth Bones and others, pray¬ 
ing the passage of a law to authorize the sale of certain lands therein men¬ 
tioned, which was read and referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr Young, from the the committee on education, to whom was refer¬ 
red a bill entitled an act to appropriate and set apart the interest accru¬ 
ing to the State each and every year, upon two hundred thousand dollars 
funds of the university of the State of Alabama, for the education of 
the extreme poor of the State, and for other purposes, reported a substitute 
in lieu thereof, which was adopted. The bill was then ordered to be en- 



grossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the account of the Rev. J ames Hil- 
house, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Van Dyke, from the select committee to whom was recommitted 
the bill entitled an act to authorize the State to dispose of the old state 
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house in the town of Cahawba, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which 
was adopted. The bill was considered as engrossed, read a third time 
forthwith, and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The joint resolution from the Senate instructing our senators and re¬ 
questing our Representatives in Congress to use their exertions to pro¬ 
cure a remission of the duties which may accrue upon the importation of a 
library and aparatus for the university of the State of Alabama, was 
read and adopted. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to regulate certain proceed¬ 
ings of county courts, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a se¬ 
cond time forthwith ; and the rule being further dispensed with it was 
read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as afore¬ 
said : Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to reduce the county tax of 
Franklin county, was read a first time and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second 
time forthwith and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs 
Hudson and Horton, with instructions to report on Monday next. 

Mr Byrnes from the special committee, to which was referred a bill en¬ 
titled, an act to authorize the corporation of the city of Mobile, to raise 
and organize engine and hook and ladded fire companies in the said city 
and for other purposes, reported sundry amendments, which were concur¬ 
red in ; the bill was then considered as engrossed, read a third time forthw- 
with and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that 
the same be sent to the Sene for concurrence. 

Mr Parsons from the select committee to which was referred the bill to 

establish the county of.and for other purposes, reported a substu- 

tute in lieu thereof. Mr Massey moved that the further consideration of 
the bill be postponed to the first day of the next session of the General 
Assembly, which was carried. Yeas 43- Nays 21. 

The yeas ans nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hes¬ 
ter, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, Met¬ 
calfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Ross, 
Russell, Ship, Ward, Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Cook, 
Curtis, Dale, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Hays, Jack, Lawler, Mardis, Mims, Parsons, Penn, 
Robinson, Roulston, Roysdon, Smith, Taylor, and Van Dyke. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have instructed me to inform your honorable body, that they have adopt¬ 
ed the following resolution and request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein : Resolved, that with the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives, a joint committee be appointed to draft a resolution 
appropriating the several rooms in the State Capitol among the public of¬ 
ficers, so as to accommodate the Governor, secretary of State, comptroll¬ 
er, treasurer, clerk of the supreme court, attorney general, and library of 
the supreme court. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: I an instruct¬ 
ed by the Senate to inform your honorable body, that they have read three 
several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, entitled, an act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the 




licensing of physicians to practice, and for other purposes therein named 
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passed December 22d 1823, and have amended the same by striking out 
the word "three” in the third lien of the first section, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the word "four, and by inserting after the word "Tuscaloosa" in 
the fourth line of the first section the words "one at Selma,” in which 
amendments they request the concurrence of your honorable body. 

A bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled, an 
act the better to insure the safe keeping of the public arms, they have in¬ 
structed me to inform your honorable body, that they have indefinitely 
postponed. They have also read three several times and passed bills 
which originated in the Senate entitled, "an act to establish a turnpike 
road on Cumberland mountain ; an act to incorporate the Tuscumbia rail 
way company, in which they desire the concurrence of your honorable 
body. 

Mr Mobley from the select committee to which was referred a bill en¬ 
titled, an act to change the times of holding the county courts of Clarke 
county, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted the bill 
was considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith and passed. Or¬ 
dered that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a bill entitled, an act to 
change the time of holding the circuit courts in the counties of Henry, 

Dale, Covington, Baldwin and Mobile, and joint memorial requesting a 
grant of lands by the Congress of the United States for the use of a female 
academy in each county in this State. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act to establish the county of 

.was read a third time. Mr Goldthwaite moved to amend the 

bill by way of engrossed ryder, by adding thereto an additional section 
No. 8. And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Grigsby presented the account of Carter B. Harrison, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts to consider and report 
thereon. 

On motion of mr Fearn, Resolved, that the agent of the American Col¬ 
onization Society, now in this place, be permitted to use the Hall of Rep¬ 
resentatives, on Monday night next, for the purpose of explaining to the 
citizens o this place, the object of the society. 

Mr Moore who voted in the majority, on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill entitled, an act to authorize Henry Lucas and others to turn¬ 
pike a road therein named, moved to reconsider that vote, which was car¬ 
ried; the bill was then referred to the committee on propositions and griev¬ 
ances with instruction to report on Tuesday next. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled, an act to en- 

tablish the county of.. Mr Van Dyke moved that the further 

consideration of the bill be postponed to the 1st Monday in August, 
which was lot. Yeas 24- Nays 42. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Banks Bates Brown Ellis Fitts Forrest Grigsby Hays Hodges Hudson 
J ack J ones King Lawler Mims Mobley Philpott Richardson Robinson Ross Taylor 
Van Dyke and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brod¬ 
nax Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Fearn 
Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Hester j ackson Lane Ligon Mardis Massey M'Elderry 
Metcalfe Moore Morrisette Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Rather Roulston 





Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger and Young. 
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The question was again on mr Goldthwaite's ryder and carried. Yeas 
43- Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Coopwood 
Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Fearn Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hester 
Horton Hudson Jackson Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Morrissett Mur- 
phree Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Rather Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship Smith 
Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Banks Bates Brown Ellis 
Fitts Grigsby Hays Hodges J ackson J ones King Lawler McElderry Mims Mobley 
Moore Philpott Richardson Robinson Ross Taylor Van Dyke and Williams. 

Mr Moore moved to fill the blank in the first section of the bill with the 
name Lowndes, which was carried; and the question being put, shall this 
bill pass? it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 43- Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark cole Coleman 
Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Durret Fearn Flournoy Goldthwaite Green 
Hays Hester Horton lane Ligon Massey McElderry Metcalfe Moore Morrisett 
Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Rather Roulston Roysdon Ship Smith 
Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Banks Bates Brown 
Dale Ellis Fitts Grigsby Hodges J ack J ones King Lawler Mims Mobley Phil¬ 
pott Richardson Robinson Ross Taylor Van Dyke and Williams. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: I am instruct¬ 
ed by the Senate to inform your honorable body, that they have read 
three several times and adopted a resolution which originated in the 
House of Representatives, instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to procure by the United States' engineers, 
as early as may be, a survey of the proposed canal between the river Amoy 
and Connesauga, and of the rives Cannesauga and Coosa, and the practi¬ 
cability and probable cost of the work. They have indefinitely postponed 
a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled, an act 
the better to provide for the examination of the offices of the clerks of the 
circuit and county courts of this State. They have also read three 
several times and passed a bill which originated in their House entitled, 
an act to authorize Haynes Crabtree to emancipate certain slaves therein 
named, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Ordered, that Mr Banks have leave of absence until Tuesday next. 

And then the House adjourned to Monday at half past 9 o'clock, A.M. 

Monday, J an. 11, 1830- The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker laid before the House the following report: 

TUSCALOOSA, JANUARY 11, 1830. 

The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The commissioners appointed to superintend the erection of the State 
Capitol, to whom was referred, by a resolution of that branch of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, over which you preside, certain charges against William 
Nichols, superintendant of the public buildings, with authority to send 
for persons and papers, and to investigate the said charges, and report to 
the House the result of such investigation- under this authority the com¬ 
missioners convened on the 4th inst. cited the parties concerned as accu¬ 
ser and accused, to attend, and after receiving from mr Robert J emeson, 

(who appeared as the ostensible accuser,) a list of charges and specifica- 



tions, a copy of which is herewith submitted, marked A, which we respect¬ 
fully submit as a part of this report, citations were issued, and a host of 
27 
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witnesses in attendance, the investigation was continued from day to day, 
until the 9th inst. when, after having carefully examined the testimony in¬ 
troduced on both sides, the commissioners came to the following conclu¬ 
sion in relation to the charges and specifications against the said William 
Nichols, to wit: 

CHARGE 1st. No proof to substantiate this charge being exhibited, we 
are of opinion that said Nichols has given that attention, which by law he 
was required to give as superintendant, and that no neglect appears to 
have ben proven against him as such ; consequently the specifications 
have failed under charge 1st. 

CHARGE 2d. No proof whatever to substantiate charge 2d., consequent¬ 
ly, specifications have failed under that charge. 

CHARGE 3rd. No proof appears whereby he has disregarded the inter¬ 
est of the State ; so far as it appears he has interfered, that the interference 
clearly shows that he has been instrumental in lowering the price of lum¬ 
ber, the testimony in regard to the specifications under charge 3rd, totally 
failed. 

CHARGE 4th. Proof failed under charge 4th; consequently, spcifica- 
tions under this charge have failed. 

CHARGE 5th. For want of proof, the specifications under this charge 
totally failed. 

CHARGE 6th. In regard to the want of a proper discharge of his public 
duties, proof entirely failed. 

The commissioners are of the opinion that if proofs were previously 
wanting to establish purity in the discharge of the public duties of the said 
William Nichols, and a devoted ness to the public interest, that they have 
been amply furnished in the course of this investigation. The commis¬ 
sioners however think it due to mr J emeson to acquit him of any impro¬ 
per motive in making the charges. As the murmerings of a host of disap¬ 
pointed and angry applications for contracts, together with the revengeful 
complaints of some contractors, who, by the vigilant and stern integrity of 
William Nichols, were compelled to observe a faithful discharge of their 
contracts, were such as might have induced many persons to believe that 
there was intrigue, fraud and corruption. Therefore, as the result of this 
investigation, the commissioners ask leave to report to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, that they find the said William Nichols, acquitted of all the 
charges exhibited against him, in relation to the discharge of his public 
duites. 

The commissioners found it impossible to proceed with the investiga¬ 
tion, without employing the services of a justice of the peace, who also 
acted as secretary, and consequently did employ B.G. Sims Es. and 
also mr James Rather, who acted as a messenger, indispensably necessary 
is summoning witnesses, &c., to both of whom we have given certificates 
justice to those individuals require that some provision should be made 
for an adequate compensation. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. L. TlNDALL, J. H. DEARING, J. HOGAN, S. B. EWING, Com'rs. 

Mr Mobley moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Rather from the committee on privileges and elections, to which 
was referred a bill entitled, an act to discontinue and establish certain 
election precincts therein specified, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, 
which was adopted. Mr Bates moved to amend the bill by striking out 
"precinct in Mobile county at Lotts," which was carried. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Coleman, Cook, 
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Curtis, Durrett, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Jack, Jackson, Lane, Ligon, 

Massey, M'Elderry, Metcalfe, Mobley, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Pope, 

Ross, Roysdon, Smith and Taylor- 33. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs Speaker Byrnes, Cole, Craig, Dale, 
Dennis, Fits, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jones, King, Mardis, 
Mims, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Van Dyke, 
Ward, Weissinger and Williams- 28. 

Mr Richardson moved and amendment to the bill which was adopted ; 
the bill was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same 
be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr Mardis from the committee on divorce and alimony, to which was 
referred the record and proceedings of the circuit court of Mobile county, 
in the case of Ledger Borel against Theresa Borel for divorce, reported a 
bill to be entitled, an act to divorce Ledger Borel from his wife Theresa 
Antoinette J osephine De Baggati Borel, which was read and ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Durrett obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to 
compel purchasers of land to pay occupants for their improvements, which 
was read a first time. Mr Fearn moved that the bill be indefinitely post¬ 
poned, which was lost. Yeas 13- Nays 47. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who in the affirmative are messrs 
Brown, Cook, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Green, Jack, King, Mims, Parsons, Penn, and 
Taylor. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen, Baker, Barclay, 
Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brynes, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Coopwood, 

Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, 
Metcalfe, Mobley, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Ross, Roulston, 

Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

And the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith and referred to the 
judiciary committee. 

Mr Fearn made the following report: The joint select committee to 
which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of this State, praying 
the General Assembly to memorialize Congress to grant them indemnity 
for injuries sustained, from depredations committed by the Creek Indians; 
and also that part of the Governor's message relating thereof, have had 
the same under consideration and have instructed me to report, that the 
memorial from the Senate, now before this House, fully embraces this 
subject, they therefore ask leave to be discharged from the further consid¬ 
eration of the subject, which was granted. 

Mr Coopwood from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled, an act supplementary to an act passed the 15th day of J anuary, 

1828, entitled, an act to authorize the sales of sixteenth sections and for 
other purposes, reported the same with amendments by adding thereto an 
additional section No. 2. which was concurred in, the bill was then con¬ 
sidered as engrossed, it was then read a third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, that the Title of the bill be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same 
be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Coopwood from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled, an act authorizing the school commissioners of section No. 16, 
township No. 17, and range No. 20, to hold an election and for other pur¬ 
poses, reported the same without amendment. Mr Coopwood moved that 



the report lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Clark from the committee on county boundaries, to whom was re- 
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ferred a resolution to inquire into the expediency of arranging and desig¬ 
nating the boundaries of the several counties in this State, in pursuance of 
the constitution, so far as this committee deem it expedient at the present 
session reported a bill to be entitled, an act to confirm and establish the 
boundaries of the several counties in this State, which was read a first time 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a joint resolution in¬ 
structing our Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress, 
to procure by the United States engineers, as early as may be, a survey of 
the proposed canal between the rivers Amoy and Connasauga and of the 
rivers Connasauga and Coosa, and the practicability and probable cost of 
the word. 

The bill entitled, an act to provide for asserting the right of the State 
of Alabama to waste and unappropriated lands within the said State, was 
made the special order of the day for its second reading to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill entitled, an act to designate a part of the line between 
the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb was, on motion of mrjack, laid on 
the table. 

The bill entitled, an act to establish a board for internal improvement, 
was read a second time. Mr Fearn moved to amend the last section of 
the bill by way of proviso. Mr Parsons moved to amend mr Fearn's 
amendment. Mr Coopwood moved to commit the bill with the proposed 
amendments to the committee on inland navigation, with instructions to 
report to-morrow. Mr Weissinger moved to postpone the bill to the 1st 
day of next session, which was lost. Yeas 5- Nays 63. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Brown, Cole, Flounoy, Jones, and Weissinger. 

Those who voted intne negative are Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Bar¬ 
clay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Conner, Coop- 
wood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Fits, Forrest, Goldth- 
wiate, Green, Grigsby, Fiays, Hester, Fiodges, Horton, Fiudson, jack, King, Lane, 
Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, 

Morrissett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott. Pope, Rahter, Richard¬ 
son, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Rysdon, Russell, Shipt, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 

Ward, Williams and Young. 

The question was then on mr Coopwood's motion, and carried. 

The bill entitled an act to authorise the court of revenue and roads for 
Madison county to make an appropriation for the support of I sham Burk, 
a pauper of Madison county, was read a second time, and the rule requi¬ 
ring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and passed.- 
Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

The joint resolution from the senate, proposing amendments to the 
constitution of the State of Alabama, so as to limit the tenure of the 
judges offices to six years, was read a third time and passed, by a consti¬ 
tutional majority. Yeas 56- Nays 14. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs Speaker, Baker, Barclay, Bates, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clark, Cole, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, 

Dale, Dennis, Durret, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, Hodges, Jackson, Jones Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McEl¬ 
derry, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, 

Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russel, Ship, Smith, 



Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young. 
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Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Bibb, Byrnes, Coleman, 

Ellis, Fern, Horton, Hudson, Jack, King, Lane, Moore, Penn, and Williams. 

Mr Young moved to amend the title of the resolution by striking out 
the word "proposing," and inserting in lieu thereof the words "ratifying 
the proposed," which was carried. Ordered that the title be as afore¬ 
said Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith, 

The bill entitled an act to divorce certain persons therein named was 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to¬ 
morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to alter the times of holding the circuit courts 
in the counties of Limestone and Lawrence, being under consideration. 

Mr Rather moved to amend the amendment of the Senate to the first sec¬ 
tion of the bill by striking out all of the first section after the word 
"week," in the ninth line of said section, which was lost. Yeas 30-Nays 32. 

The yeas and nay being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford, Clark, Coleman, Cook, Dale, Fearn, Fitts, 

Flournoy, Hester, King, Mardis, McDIderry, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, 
Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Smith, and Taylor. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 
Cole, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Forrest, Green, Grigsby Hays, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ack, Jackson, J ones lane, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, Met¬ 
calfe, Oliver, Roysdon, Ship, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Mr jack, who voted in the majority, moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken, which was carried. Yeas 36- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Clark, Conner, Cook, Curtis, Dale, El¬ 
lis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hester, Jack, King, Massey, McElddery, 

Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, 
Ross, Roulston, Russell, Smith Taylor and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Bibb, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Forrest, green, Grigsby, Hays, Hodges, Hor¬ 
ton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Metcalfe, Mims, Robinson, 

Roysdon, Ship, Van Dyke Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

The question again recurred upon mr Rather's motion, and was lost. 

And the question being put shall the House concur in the amendment of 
the Senate, it was determined in the affirmative. 

A Message from the Governor, by mr Thornton, Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, January 11, 1830. 

The Honorable the Speaker and members of the House of Representatives. 

By reason of necessary absence from two successive meetings of the 
medical board of Claiborne and Huntsville, of doctors Watkins and Fearn, 
occasioned by their occupying the station as members of the legislature, 
their office as members of the medical board have become vacant by ope¬ 
ration of the law organizing them. It is for the General Assembly to pro¬ 
vide for these vacancies. I have the honor to be, Sir, very respectfully, 

(Signed,) GABRI EL MOORE. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle ; mr Speaker: the Senate 
have adopted the following resolutions in which they request the concur¬ 
rence of your honorable body : Resolved, That with the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives, the Senate will assembly in the Represen¬ 
tative Hall at the hour of seven o'clock, P.M. upon Friday next, for the 
purpose of electing a president and twelve directors of the Bank of 
the State of Alabama for the present year: Resolved by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly 



convened, that the injunction of secrecy imposed on the two Houses in 
relation to the report of the joint committee on the State Bank be now 
removed. 
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Mr Moore made the following report: The joint committee appointed 
by the General Assembly to examine into the situation and condition of 
the State Bank beg leave to report: That in the performance of the du¬ 
ties required of them, an examination of the solvency of the debtors 
to the institution first engaged their attention, the investigation of this 
branch of the enquiry, although it presents an increased amount of doubt¬ 
ful; ad a small decrease in the bad debts since the last annual report, 
yet, the committee find that some portions of both descriptions have been 
paid during the past year, leading to a hope that a further reductio may 
be anticipated, when a more guarded course of recommendations shall be 


[A.] Exhibit shewing the amount of bad and doubtful debts due the bank. 

Pie county, 477*; Conecuh, 240; Blount, 54; Dallas, 1800; Franklin; 45* 
2355; Lauderdale, 1000; St. Clair, 720*; Bibb, 350*270; J ackson, 4800*350; 
Green, 450*; Jefferson, 670; Morgan, 176; Madison, 1350; Lawrence, 720* 
4855 Pickens, 240; Limestone, 1900. *Bad debts. 


[B.] 

An Exhibit shewing the result of the operations of the Bank of the State of Alabama, from the 
7th day of J anuary 1829, to the 8th day of J anuary 1830, inclusive. 

Capital Stock, $495,503 22 1/4 Due on individual notes discounted $237,069 


73 

Notes of the I nstitution 

in circulation, 522,637 

Due to individual depo¬ 
sitor's account, 136,656 
Balance of profits on 

the 6th J an. 1829, as 
per report, 3,937 10 
Profits from 4 J an. 1829, 
to 7th J an. 1830, in¬ 
clusive, 56,005 


Banking house at Cahawba at cost, $1,085 92 

00 Banking do. and lot at Tuscaloosa do. 8,873 57 9,959 49 

Permanent expense account, being 

83 x h amount paid for Bank furniture, 627 67 

Due from solvent Banks in account, 28,376 85 1/4 
Notes of do. do. on hand, 73,393 00 

Specie 127,596 68 1/3 229,366 54 1/4 

Bills of Exchange payable at Mobile 
and New Orleans, 686,927 09 

55 Paid interest and dividends to the dif¬ 
ferent funds, composing the capi¬ 
tal, up to the 9th day of Novem¬ 
ber 1829, and also expenses of the 
I nstitution for same period, 50,798 19 


$1214,739 71 1/4 $1214,739 71 1/4 

[C.] 

The general account of individual depositors is composed of the following times, to wit: 

To the credit of the State Treasury, 24367 86 

To do. University fund and agent, 13814 

To do. individuals as partial payment on notes, 36113 44 

To do. do. for general account and subject to the checks, 38078 52 Vi 

To do. of the laternal I nprovement fund. 24283 00 


$136656 83 Vi 
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pursued, on which the directors are obliged to rel in a great measure for 
their information of the solvency of individuals. State marked a, 
presents a view of the bad and doubtful debt which have been ascertain¬ 
ed in each county. The paper marked B, exhibits an expose of the ope¬ 
rations of the Bank, since January 7th, 1829, to the 8th inst. inclusive, by 
which it will appear that the Bank is liable for the amount of its notes in 
circulation, and the amount due to individual depositors, making an aggre¬ 
gate of $659,293 83 x h ; to meet this liability, the Bank possesses funds 
of the following description, viz: specie. $127,596 68 1/4 : notes of 
other solvent banks, principally United States, 73,393 ; bills of exchange, 
payable at Mobile and New Orleans, $696,927 09, most readily availa¬ 
ble for any emergency. These several sums added to the amount due 
from other banks on account, the sum of $28,376 85 x h, making a total of 
$916,293 63 1/4; besides this amount, most readily convertible into funds 
to meet any exigency, the Bank has due it, on notes discounted, $237,060 
73 making a grand total of $1,153,354 36 1/4, leaving an excess including 
real estate and furniture, of $504,647 62, above what it is liable for; 
presenting a view of its concerns highly flattering, and thereby crating 
an unshaken confidence in its solvency, and as the committee believe, re¬ 
alizing in the fullest extent the objects for which it was established, and 
which objects cannot be defeated under an impartial, able and judicious 
director. 

The paper marked C, gives an annalyisis of the account of individual 
depositors, shewing the items of which it is composed. 

The committee cannot conclude without bestowing due praise on the 
cashier, teller and clerks of the Bank, for the alacrity and ability with 
which they discharge the incessant and laborious duties assigned them. 

DAVID MOORE, JOHN WATKINS, 

ELISHA YOUNG, JOHN B. HOGAN, 

J.B. CLARK, J.W. GARTH, 

Com'te on part of H. Reps. Com'te on part of Senate. 

Ordered, that said report lie on the table, and that five hundred copies 
thereof be printed for the use of this House. 

The bill entitled an act to regulate the landing of goods by steam boats 
and barges and for other purposes, was read a second time, and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was con¬ 
sidered as engrossed, and forthwith read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate of 
their concurrence, and then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock P.M. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The engrossed bill from the Senate, entitled an act for the relief of 
Sally Turner, executrix of Charles H. Turner, deceased, was read a third 
time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill entitled an act for the relief of the Warrior Guards was read a 
second time. Mr Taylor moved to amend the bill by striking out all that part 
in relation to patrol duty, which was carried. Mr Taylor moved to amend 
the bill by adding thereto an additional section, No. 5, which was carried. 

And the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was read a third time forthwith, considered as engrossed 
and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the 
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act prescribing the duties of sheriffs and returning 
officers in holding elections and returning the votes of all persons on the 
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proposed alterations of the constitution of the State of Alabama, in re¬ 
gard to biennial sessions of the legislature, was read a second time. Mr 
Moore moved to amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting 
clause, with a view to insert a section in lieu thereof, which was carried. 

The bill was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be an act making permanent the act pre¬ 
scribing the duties of sheriffs and returning officers, in holding elections 
and returning the votes of all persons voting on proposes alterations of 
the constitution of the State of Alabama, approved, Jan. 26, 1829. Or¬ 
dered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to re-examine and revalue so 
much of the lands granted this state by Congress for the improvement 
of the Tennessee and other rivers as lies in the counties of Madison and 
Morgan, was read a third time, and the question being put, "shall this bill 
pass?” it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 34- Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, 

Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Jack, Jackson, 

Lane, McElderry, Mobley, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, 

Robins, Ross, ship, Ward, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Cole, Fearn, 
Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Jones King, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, 

Mims, Moore, Penn, Roulston, Roysdon, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate thereof. 

Mr Flournoy moved that the House disagree to the amendments made 
by the Senate to the bill entitled an act further to provide for the location 
of the seat of justice of Pickens county, which was carried. Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
the House of Representatives entitled an act to appoint canal commission¬ 
ers for the improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river, and 
for other purposes, and have amended the same in the manner herewith 
shewn, in which several amendments they desire your concurrence. They 
have also read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
the House of Representatives, entitled an act to prevent the evil practice 
of betting on elections ; they have read three several times and passed a 
bill which originated in the Senate, entitled an act better to regulate the 
issuing of licenses to retailers of spirituous liquors, in which they de¬ 
sire the concurrence of your honorable body. 

The following resolution from the Senate, to wit: "Resolved, by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Alabama in General 
Assembly convened, That the injunction of secrecy imposed upon the two 
Houses in relation to the report of the joint committee be now removed” 
being under consideration ; mr Fearn moved that it lie on the table, which 
was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Edmond 
Prince was read a first time. Mr Mardis moved that the bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 32- nays 363. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Cook, Dale, Ellis, Fearn, Green, 

Grigsby, Hays, Jack, Jones, Lawler, Mardis, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrisett, Par¬ 
sons, Penn, Richardson, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith Taylor, Van Dyke, Weis- 



singer, Williams, and Young. 
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Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker, Bates, Brodnax, 
Byrnes, Cole, Colman, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Flour¬ 
noy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, King Lane, Ligon, 

Massy, McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Pope, Rather, 
Robinson, Ross, Roulston, and Ward. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize J ames Davis and 
associated to turnpike a certain road therein named, was read a first time ; 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was forthwith read a second time, and referred to a select 
committee consisting of messrs Hudson, Hodges and Durrett. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Henry Sos- 
saman was read a first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act further ro relieve insolvent 
debtors was read a first time. Mr Mobley moved that the bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed which was lost. Yeas 14- Nays 50. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Clark, Cole, Coleman, Cook, Green, Mardis, Massey, Mobley, Parsons, Penn 
Pope, Robinson, Ship, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Acklen, Baker, Bibb, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, 

Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flounoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, 

Hodges, Horton Hudson, J ack, J ackson, J ones, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, McElderry, 
Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Ross, 

Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger and 
Williams. 

The bill was the ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the House concur in the amendment made by the Senate 
to the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill entitled 
an act to incorporate the trustees of the Sims' Female academy in the 
town of Tuscaloosa. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The joint memorial from the Senate to the Congress of the united 
States, praying a removal of the land office from Huntsville to some more 
central point in said district, was read a first time, and the question being 
put "shall the memorial be adopted,” it was determined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Bibb Byrnes Clark Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Ellis 
Flournoy Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ones Lane Ligon Massey McEl¬ 
derry Metcalfe Mims Philpott Rather Roysdon Russell ship Smith and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Bradford Brodnax 
Brown Cole Cook Curtis Dale Fearn Forrest Green Hays Jack King Lawler 
Mardis Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver parsons Penn Pope Robinson 
Ross Roulston Taylor Weissinger Williams and Young. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled an act making permanent the act pre¬ 
scribing the duties of sheriffs and returning officers in holding elections, 
and returning the votes of all persons voting on proposed alterations of 
the constitution of the State of Alabama, approved J anuary 26, 1829 : 
they have concurred in the amendments made by your honorable body 
to a bill which originated in the Senate entitled an act to reduce the 
price of the public lands in the counties of Madison and Morgan, to the 
price of like lands in other counties: they have read three several times 
and passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, enti- 



tied an act for the relief of the Warrior Guards : they have also read 
three several times and passed a bill which originated in their house enti- 
28 
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tied an act to amend an act therein named, in which they ask the concur¬ 
rence of your honorable body. 

Mr. Fearn moved that the House disagree to the amendments made by 
the Senate to the bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to re¬ 
gulate the licensing of Physicians to practice, and and for other purposes 
therein named, passed December 22, 1823, which was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to incorporate the Tuscumbia 
railway company, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was forthwith read a 
second time. Mr Hudson moved to amend the bill by way of a proviso to 
the last section thereof. It was then referred to a select committee with 
mr Hudson's proposed amendment, consisting of messrs Horton, Fearn 
and Ligon. 

The bill from the senate entitled an act to establish a turnpike road on 
Cumberland mountain was read a first time and ordered to a second read¬ 
ing to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker the Senate 
have amended the amendment made by your honorable body to a bill 
which originated in their House entitled an act for the relief of Sally Tur¬ 
ner, executrix of Charles H. Turner, deceased, in the manner herewith 
shewn, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They 
have also read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
their House entitled an act to regulate the interchange of the circuit judg¬ 
es, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the resolution from the Senate ap¬ 
pointing a joint committee to draft a resolution appropriating the several 
rooms in the State Capitol among the public officers, so as to accommo¬ 
date the Governor, secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, clerk of 
the Supreme Court, Attorney General, and library of the Supreme Court, 
whereupon messrs Penn, Taylor, and Young were appointed said committee. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize Haynes Crabtree 
to emancipate a certain slave therein named, was read a first time, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was then read a third time forthwith, and the rule being further 
dispensed with, it was then read a third time forthwith and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills which originated in their 
House entitled an act to authorize Daniel Field and associates, to turn¬ 
pike a road in the county of Blount; an act to authorize certain persons 
to practice law in this State, in which they ask the concurrence of your 
honorable body. They have also read three several times and passed a 
bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to 
named an act authorizing Wyatt Cheatham to cut out and establish a 
turnpike road. 

Engrossed bill entitled an act to appoint commissioners for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river, and for other 
purposes, being under consideration: Ordered, that the House disagree 
to the amendment made by the Senate to the third section by striking 
out "sixty," and by inserting in lieu thereof "ninety :" Ordered, that the 
House disagree to the amendment mad to the 5th section by striking 
out after the word "will," in the 21st line, down to the word "and,” in 
the 29th line of the same section: Ordered, that the House disagree to 



the amendment made by adding thereto sundry additional sections, be- 
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gining at No. 13. and ending with No. 18. Mr Fearn moved to amend 
the amendment made by the Senate to the 7th section with the following 
after the word "board," insert the words "or of such commissioners, 
as may be appointed by said board to superintend such part of the word,” 
which was carried. Mr Fearn moved to amend the amendment of the 
Senate, by inserting after the 8th section, section No. 9, which was car¬ 
ried. Ordered, that the Flouse concur in the other amendments made 
by the Senate to said bill. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

Mr Fludson, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled an act to reduce the county tax of Franklin county, 
reported the same without amendment. And then the House adjourned 
till half past 9 o'clock, to-morrow A.M. 

Tuesday, J anuary 12, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Forrest, from the committee on roads bridges and ferries, to which 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Prairie Bluff, in Wilcox 
county, praying that a ferry may be established at that place across the 
Alabama river, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject, 
and asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was granted. 

Mr Lawler, from the same committee to which was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Shelby county, praying the passage of a law to 
change the route for the State road from Montevallo to shoal creek, also 
a counter petition on the same subject, reported that it is inexpedient to 
legislate on the subject at this time, in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Rather, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to which 
was referred the petition of Edmond Prince, reported that a bill from 
the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Edmond Prince, embraces the 
subject, and asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Bibb made the following report: The committee on inland naviga¬ 
tion, to which was referred the bill to be entitled "an act to establish a 
board for internal improvements,” together with sundry proposed amend¬ 
ments ; have had the same under consideration according to order, and have 
instructed me to report the bill with the following amendments, viz : in the 
fifteenth line where the interlineation occurs, strike out the words "three 
per cent fund at the end of the tenth section, add "Provided said board 
shall not be in session more than thirty days in one year, and that the first 
attention of said board shall be directed to the procurement of information 
as to the practicability of uniting the waters of the Tennessee with those of 
the Coosa river, together with the necessary estimates, of removing the ob¬ 
structions in the Coosa river:'' add at the end of the said bill, an additional 
"section 15. And be it further enacted, that the General Assembly of the 
State of Alabama shall have power and authority, whenever they may 
deem the interest of the state requires it, to alter amend or repeal this 
act or any part thereof." All of which is respectfully submitted. In 
which amendments the House concurred: and the rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was then 
considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith; and the question 
being put, "shall this bill pass? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Conner, 

Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hod- 
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ges, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, 

Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Phil- 
pott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, 

Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Williams and Young- 55. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Brown, Ellis, Flournoy, 
and Weissinger- 5. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Parsons, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the me¬ 
morial of Henry Minor, reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
act passed 14th of January 1828, entitled "an act to provide for reports 
of the decisions of the supreme court,” which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading to morrow. 

Mr Conner, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled an act to reduce the fees of the clerk of the su¬ 
preme court of this State, reported the bill without amendment. Mr 
Van Dyke moved that the House disagree to the report, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Barclay Bates Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Dennis Dur- 
rett Forrest Grigsby Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Massey M'Elderry 
Metcalfe Murphree Philpott Rather Richardson Roulston Roysdon Ship Smith 
Van Dyke Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Baker Banks Bibb Bradford 
Brodnax Conner Curtis Dale Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green hays 
Hester Jack King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Mims Mobley Moore Morrissett Oliver 
Parsons Penn Pope Robinson Russell Taylor Williams and Young- 36. 

Mr Hudson from the committee on account, to which was referred the 
account of George Roberts, Thomas J. Rutherford and Thomas J ones, 
reported that the said account is not legally chargeable on the State Trea¬ 
sury, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration there¬ 
of, which was granted. 

Mr Weissinger from the committee on propositions and grievances, to 
which was referred the bill entitled, an act to authorize Henry Lucas and 
others to turnpike a certain road therein named, ask leave until to-morrow 
to make report, which was granted. 

Mr Hudson from the committee on propositions and grievances to 
which was referred the petition of Edward A. McBryde, praying further 
compensation for taking the census of the Creek I ndians, within the limits 
of the county of Montgomery, reported, that there is not sufficient eve- 
dence to satisfy them that he is entitled to any more compensation than 
has already been allowed him. The committee therefore, are of opinion 
that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject at this time and ask leave 
to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Ellis from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill en¬ 
titled, an act to authorize the guardians of the minor heirs of Samuel 
Bones, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate, reported the same 
without amendment, and that in the opinion of said committee, it is inex¬ 
pedient to pass the same. Mr Ligon moved that the House disagree to 
said report, which was lost. Yeas 26- Nays 37. 

The Yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Banks Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Cole Conner Coopwood 
Curtis Dennis Durrett Grigsby Hester J ackson J ones King Ligon Moore Philpott 
Richardson Ross Russell Taylor and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Bibb Brown Clark Craig 



Dale Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Flodges Fludson J ack Lane 
Lawler Mardis Massey M'Elderry Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrissett Parsons Penn 
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Pope Rather Robinson Roysdon Ship Smith Van Dyke Ward Williams 
and Young. 

Mr Acklen from the select committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to revise and amend, if found expedient, the charter 
of the town of Huntsville ; reported that in the opinion of the committee, 
it would be inexpedient to make any alteration in the charter of said town 
without first having fully ascertained by petition or otherwise, the wishes 
of the inhabitants of said corporate upon the subject matter to be amend¬ 
ed in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Ligon from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled, an act to incorporate the Tuscumbia Railway 
company, reported the same with sundry amendments, which were con¬ 
curred in, it was then read a third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to incorporate the stockhold¬ 
ers and subscribers of the newly invented Marin Railway in the city of 
Mobile under the Rogers' patent, was read a second time, and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as afore¬ 
said. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On motion of mr Fearn, Resolved, that the principal clerk of this House 
be authorized to employ an additional assistant clerk for the remainder 
of the session. 

The engrossed bill entitled, an act to designate a part of the line be¬ 
tween the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb, was read a third time, and 
the question being put, "shall this bill pass," it was determined in the af¬ 
firmative. Yeas 39- nays 25. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are mesrs 
Baker, Brodnax, Clark Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Fearn 
Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson King 
Lawler Massey McElderry Metcalfe Morrissett Murphree Oliver Parsons Pope 
Rather Robinson Roulston Russell ship Smith Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Bates 
Bibb Brown Curtis Durrett Ellis Grigsby Hays J ack J ones Lane Mardis Mims 
Mobley Moore Penn Philpott Ross Roysdon Taylor Van Dyke and Williams. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: the Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills which originated in their 
House entitled, an act regulating the duties of masters and owners of 
steamboats on the Alabama and other rivers, and for other purposes, and 
an act to extend the power of the county and orphans court in certain 
cases and for other purposes, in which they request the concurrence of 
your honorable body. They insist on their amendment to a bill which 
originated in the House of Representatives entitled, an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to regulate the licensing of physicians to practise and for 
other purposes therein named, passed December 22d, 1823. 

Mr Fitts presented the account of William Crawford, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Taylor from the military committee, to which was referred the bill 
entitled, an act to amend the militia law of this State, reported substi¬ 
tute in lieu thereof, the question was on adopting the substitute and lost. 

Mr Durrett moved to strike out the first section of the bill, and lost. Mr 
Durrett moved to strike out so much of the bill as imposes a fine of fifty 
cents for failing to carry arms to the muster ground, which was lost, it 



was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, bills of the following 
titles, viz ; an act making permanent the act prescribing the duties of sher¬ 
iffs and returning officers in holding elections and returning the votes of 
all persons voting on proposes alterations of the constitution of the State 
of Alabama, approved J anuary 26, 1829; an act to amend an act author¬ 
izing Wyatt Cheatham to cut out and establish a turnpike road ; an act 
for the relief of the Warrior Guards, and an act to prevent the evil prac¬ 
tice of betting on elections. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in their 
House entitled, an act to amend an act entitled an act concerning forcible 
entries and detainers, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable 
body. They insist on their amendment to the fifth section of the bill en¬ 
titled, an act to appoint canal commissioners for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Tennessee river and for other purposes, by striking from 
the third section the word "sixty," and inserting in liey thereof, the word 
"ninety." They also insist on their amendment to the fifth section of the 
bill, by striking out all after the word "will” in the second line of said 
section to the word "and" in the twenty-ninth line of the same section. 

They recede from their amendment to the bill, by adding sections from 
No. 13 to 18. They concur in the amendment made by the House of 
Representatives to their amendment to the 7th section of the bill. They 
also concur in the amendment made by the House to their amendment to 
the 8th section of the bill. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to appoint commissioners to 
mark out a road through that part of the Pike county now occupied by the 
Creek Indians and for other purposes, was read a second time. Mr Bibb 
moved to strike out the fourth section. Mr Ellis moved that the bill lie 
on the table. And then the House adjourned to half past 3 o'clock this 
evening. 

At half past 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have read three several times and passed bills which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled an act to authorize the State to grant the 
old State House in the town of Cahawba, to the county of Dallas ; an act 
to authorize the court of revenue and roads for Madison, to make an ap¬ 
propriation for the support of I sham Burke, a pauper of Madison county, 
and an act to change the times of holding the county courts of Clarke and 
Pickens counties, which they have amended by adding two additional sec¬ 
tions, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They 
have receded from their amendment made to a bill which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled, an act further to provide for the loca¬ 
tion of the seat of justice in Pickens county ; they have also read three 
several times and passed, a bill which originated in their House, entitled, 
an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, in which they ask the 
concurrence of your honorable body. 

The House resumed the consideration of mr Ellis's motion of lay the 
bill entitled, an act to appoint commissioners to mark out a road through 
that part of Pike county, now occupied by the Creek I ndians and for oth¬ 
er purposes, on the table, which was lost. Mr Parsons moved to strike 
out of the fourth section of the bill, these words, "until the government of 
the United States shall otherwise direct," which was carried. The ques¬ 
tion was again on mr Bibb's motion to strike out the fourth section, which 



was lost. Yeas 32- Nays 32. 
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The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Bibb Brown Cole Coleman Conner Craig Dale Ellis Fearn 
Forrest Green Grigsby Hays Horton Jones Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrissett 
Richardson Robinson Ross Roysdon Russell Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger Will¬ 
iams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Barclay Bates Brad¬ 
ford Brodnax Clark Coopwood Curtis Dennis Durrett Flournoy Goldthwaite Hester 
Hudson J ackson Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey McElderry Murphree Oliver parsons 
Penn Philpott Pope Rather Roulston Ship Smith and Ward. 

Mr Ellis moved to amend the bill by adding thee to an additional sec¬ 
tion, which was lost; it was made the special order of the day for to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Forrest who voted in the majority on the question to adopt the joint 
memorial from the Senate to the Congress of the United States, praying 
a removal of the land office from Huntsville to some more central point in 
said district, moved to reconsider the vote. 

Mr Gayle moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow morning 
half past nine o'clock, which was carried. Yeas 32- nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Banks Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Conner 
Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Ellis Fearn Flournoy Green Hays Horton 
mardis Mims Mobley Moore Penn Richardson Roulston Russell Smith Van Dyke 
and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Baker Bibb cole Coleman Durrett 
Forrest Grigsby Hester Hudson J ackson J ones Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry 
Metcalfe Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Ross 
Roysdon Ship Taylor Weissinger and Young. 

And then the House adjourned. 

Wednesday morning, January 13, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Lawler presented the account of J ames Rather, which was read and 
referred to the committee on ways and means. 

Mr Weissinger from the committee on county boundaries, to which was 
referred a bill entitled, an act to repeal in part a certain act therein named, 
as also the petition of sundry citizens of Pike county, praying to be at¬ 
tached to covington county, reported the same without amendment as ex¬ 
pedient to be passed, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same 
be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr Moore presented the account of Dandridge Farris, which was refer¬ 
red to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Lawler from the committee on propositions and grievances to which 
was referred a bill entitled, an act to authorize henry Lucas and others to 
turnpike a road therein named, reported the same with sundry amend¬ 
ments, which were concurred in, the bill was then ordered to be engross¬ 
ed and made the special order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: the Senate 
have read three several times and passed, a bill which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled, an act to authorize the corporation of 
the city of Mobile to raise and organize engine, hook and ladder fire com¬ 
panies in the said city, and have amended the same by striking out the 
words "one hundred" and inserting in lieu thereof, "fifty" as the whole 
number of the members of said companies, by striking from the 4th sec- 



tion $50 and inserting $20 as the extend of the fine authorized to be im- 
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posed, also by striking out the proviso at the end of the 6th section, and 
by striking out the 7th and 8th sections, in which amendments they ask 
the concurrence of your honorable body. They have also adopted the 
following resolution, in which they request the concurrence of your hon¬ 
orable body: Resolved, that with the concurrence of the House of Repres¬ 
entatives, the Senate will assembly in the Representative Hall, at the hour 
of 7 o'clock P.M. upon Friday next, for the purpose of electing a president 
and twelve directors of the Bank of the State of Alabama, for the present 
year. Mr Parsons moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was 
carried. Yeas 38- nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Barclay Bibb Bradford Brown Clark Coopwood Craig Curtis 
Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Flournoy Forrest Horton Hudson J ack J ackson 
Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey Mims Moore Morrisett Parsons Philpott Pope Richard¬ 
son Roulston Roysdon Russell Smith Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bates Brodnax Byrnes 
Cole Coleman Cook Ellis Fitts Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Jones King 
lane Metcalf Mobley Murphree Oliver Penn Rather Robinson Ross Ship Taylor 
Weissinger and Young. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to amend an act therein named, 
was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr 
Craig moved to strike out the second section of the bill, which was car¬ 
ried. Mr Moore moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which 
was lost. Yeas 33- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Brown, Clark, Cole, Conner, Dale, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, 

Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hester, J ones, King Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, 

Mims, More, Murphree, Penn, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Taylor, 

Ward, Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs Baker, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Brad¬ 
ford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Flour¬ 
noy, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Lane, Ligon, M'EI 
derry, Mobley, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, 
Robinson, Ross, Smith, Van Dyke and Williams. 

The bill was then ordered to be made the special order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: I am instruct¬ 
ed by the Senate to inform your honorable body, that they have read a first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table till the first day of next session a bill 
which originated in the House of representatives entitled, an act to re¬ 
peal in part a certain act therein named. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, bills of the following 
titles, viz : an act to authorize the court of revenue and roads for Madison 
county, to make an appropriation for the support of Isham Burke, a pau¬ 
per of Madison county ; an act further to provide for the location of the 
seat of justice in Pickens county, and an act to authorize the State to grant 
the old State House in the town of Cahawba, to the county of Dallas. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act better to regulate the issuing 
of licenses to retailers of spirituous liquors. Mr Taylor moved that it be 
indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to authorize Daniel Field and 
associates to turnpike a road in the county of Blount, was read a first time 



and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispens- 
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ed with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr Forrest moved to 
amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section, which was carried. 

Mr Craig moved to amend it by way of proviso, which was carried. Mr 
Forrest moved to strike out section No. 9, which was carried, and the rule 
being further dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize certain persons to 
practice law in this State, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a third 
time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Or¬ 
dered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Ordered, that the Flouse concur in the amendments made by the Senate 
to their amendment to the bill entitled, an act for the relief of Sally Tur¬ 
ner, executrix of Charles FI. Turner, deceased. Ordered, that the clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled, an act to regulate the interchange of 
the circuit judges, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time 
forthwith. Mr Mobley moved to amend the bill by way of engrossed ry- 
der, which was lost, and the question being put shall the bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative. Yeas 53- Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Baker, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, 

Coleman, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Ellis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Forrest, Green, 

Grigsby, hays, Horton, Hudson, J ack, J ackson, J ones, King, Lane, Lawler, 

Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, 

Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Smith, 

Taylor, Van Dyke, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Conner, 
Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Hester, Metcalfe, Mobley, Murphree, Robinson, 

Ross, Ship and Ward. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act regulation the duties of mas¬ 
ters and owners of steamboats on the Alabama and other rivers, and for 
other purposes, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second tome 
forthwith. Mr Morrisett moved that it be indefinitely postponed, which 
was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to extend the powers of the 
county and orphan's courts in certain causes and for other purposes, was 
read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, and the 
rule being further dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

And then the House adjourned to half past 3 o'clock P.M. 

At half past 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle; mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed bills which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled an act to authorize the commissioned 
officers of the 11th regiment of the Alabama militia, to fix a regimental 
muster ground, and an act to establish a board of internal improvement 
for the State of Alabama. 



29 



226 


Ordered, that the House recede from their disagreement to the amend¬ 
ment made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to amend an act enti¬ 
tled an act to regulate the licensing of physicians to practice and for oth- 
her purposes therein named, passed December 22d, 1823. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
concerning forcible entries and detainers. Mr Clark moved that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 

Mr Bibb moved that the House recede from their amendments made 
by the Sante to the bill entitled, an act to appoint canal commissioners 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river and for oth¬ 
er purposes. 

The bill entitled an act to change the times of holding the county 
courts of Clark and Pickens counties being under consideration, mr For¬ 
rest moved to amend the amendment made by the Senate, by inserting 
after the word "thereof," and before the word "and" the words "so far as 
the county of Blount is concerned." The amendments were then concur¬ 
red in. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. Mr 
Mobley moved to amend the title of the bill with the words "of certain 
counties therein mentioned, which was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to repeal in part a certain act 
therein named, was read a first time and ordered to a second reading to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Bates moved that the House disagree to the amendment made by 
the Senate to the bill entitled an act to authorize the corporation of the 
city of Mobile to raise and organize engine and hook and ladder fire com¬ 
panies in the said city, and for other purposes, by striking out of the 1st 
section, by striking out "one hundred" to insert "fifty," which was carri¬ 
ed. Ordered, that the House concur in the amendment made by striking 
out "fifty" to insert "twenty." Mr Bates moved that the House disagree 
to the amendment by striking out the proviso to the 6th section, which 
was carried. Mr Bates also moved that the House disagree to the amend¬ 
ment made by the Senate, by striking out the 7th and 8th sections of the 
bill, which was carried. 

Mr Mobley called up the bill entitled, an act to attach a part of the 
counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the county of Monroe, and for other 
purposes ; the bill then being on its second reading, mr Morrisett moved 
to amend it by striking out all after the enacting clause, with a view to in¬ 
sert an amendment in lieu thereof. A division of the question being called 
for, the voted was first taken on striking out and lost, and the rule requir¬ 
ing bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was then 
read a third time, and the question being put, shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative. Yeas 50- Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Cole, 

Conner, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Green, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, Jones, King, lane, Lawler, Ligon, 

Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, Oliver, Par¬ 
sons, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Roulston, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger, Will¬ 
iams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Fitts, Mobley, Penn, Philpott, Ross, 
and Ship. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 



have examined and found correctly enrolled the following bills : an act to 
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regulate certain proceedings of county courts ; an act for the relief of Ben¬ 
jamin Hudson and William Alsobrooks, and an act making an appropria¬ 
tion for the increase of the supreme court library. A joint memorial pray¬ 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by the depredations of the Creek I n- 
dians ; joint resolutions proposing amendments to the constitution of the 
State of Alabama, so as to have biennial sessions of the General Assembly 
thereof, and a joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to use their exertions to procure a remis¬ 
sion of the duties which may accrue upon the importation of a library and 
apparatus for the university of Alabama, all of which originated in the 
Senate. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled an act to establish the permanent 
seat of justice in Dale county, was read a second time. Mr Bibb moved 
to amend the bill by striking out all after the word "at: to insert Dales- 
ville, which was carried, and the rule being dispensed with requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, it was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to change the compensation of ju¬ 
rors in the counties of Henry and Dale, was read a third time and passed. 
Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton. Mr Speaker: 

The Governor did from this day approve and sign the following bills : an act to 
change the time of holding the circuit courts in the counties of Henry, 

Dale, Covington, Baldwin and Mobile ; an act for the relief of Andrew 0. 

Horn, tax collector for Lawrence county ; an act to incorporate Marion 
academy, in Perry county ; an act to amend an act to authorize the build¬ 
ing of a jail in Morgan county ; an act to authorize the State to grant the 
old State House, in the tow of Cahawba, to the county of Dallas ; an act 
further to provide for the location of the seat of justice in Pickens county ; 
an act to authorize the court of revenue and roads for Madison county, to 
make an appropriation for the support of I sham Burke, a pauper of Madi¬ 
son county ; a joint memorial requesting a grant of lands by the Congress 
of the United State, for the use of a female academy in each county of this 
State; resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Representa¬ 
tives in Congress, to procure by the United States engineers as early as 
may be, a survey of the proposed canal between the rivers Connausauga 
and Coosa, and the practicability and probable cost of the work ; and a 
joint resolution requiring the offices of the comptroller and treasurer to 
be examined annually, all of which originated in the House of Representa¬ 
tives. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to establish La Grange college 
was read a second time and referred to a select committee consisting of 
messrs Horton, Bibb, Fearn and Hudson. 

Mr Parsons offered the following: Resolved, with the concurrence of 
the Senate, that a resolution heretofore adopted by both House, to ad¬ 
journ on Saturday next be rescinded ; and be it further resolved, that with 
the concurrence of the Senate, both Houses will adjourn this session on 
Wednesday the 20th instant. Mr Clark moved that the further consid¬ 
eration of the resolution be postponed until Friday next, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to alter the times of holding the county courts 
of the county of Dallas was referred to a select committee consisting of 
messrs Van Dyke, Roysdon, and Ellis. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to alter and amend the charter 
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of the incorporation of the city of Mobile, was referred to the repre¬ 
sentatives from Mobile county. 

The bill entitled an act to amend the militia laws of this state, was 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the Huntsville 
fire engine company, passed Dec. 10th 1823, was read a second time, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was then read a third time, considered as engrossed and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: I an in¬ 
structed by the Senate to inform you that they have read three several 
times and passed bills which originated in their House entitled an act to 
amend an act passed at the General Assembly and approved 15th J anuary 
1828, authorizing a lottery for the purpose of building an academy and 
court house in the county of Henry ; and an act to incorporate the library 
society of the bench and bar of the supreme court of the State of Ala¬ 
bama, in which they ask the concurrence of the your honorable body. 

The bill entitled an act to amend the law now in force in relation to 
the change of venue in civil cases, and for other purposes, was read a se¬ 
cond time. Mr Clark moved that it be indefinitely postponed, which was 
carried.- Yeas 34- Nays 33. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker, Barclay, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coopwood, Dennis, Ellis, Flour¬ 
noy, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Horton, Hudson, J ones, King, Lawler, 

Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Mims, Oliver, Philpott, Richardson, Roysdon, Ship, 

Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, 

Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Coleman, Conner, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Fearn, 

Fitts, Hester, J ackson, Lane, Ligon, McElderry, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, 

Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, and 
Smith. 

The bill entitled an act authorizing a lottery for the benefit of Autauga 
lodge, No. 30, of Ancient Free Masons, was read a second time. Mr Broadnax 
moved to amend the bill by striking out 30, to insert 31, which was carried. 

And the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same 
be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr. Banks then moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow morn¬ 
ing half past nine o'clock, which was lost. Yeas 18- Nays 49. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs, 
Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Dale, Goldthwaite, hays, Horton, 

Jack, Mardis, Mims, Rather, Richardson, roulston, Russell, and Van Dyke, 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Bates Brad¬ 
ford, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, 

Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, 

King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Massey, Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Murphree, 
Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Tay¬ 
lor, Ward, Weissinger, and Young. 

Mr Conner moved that the House adjourn until nine o'clock, which 
was lost. Yeas 23- Nays 45. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Banks Barclay Bibb Bradford Byrnes Clark Conner Curtis Dale Ellis 



Forrest Goldthwaite Hays J ack Ligon Massey, Mims Rather RichardsonRouls- 
ton Russell and Van Dyke. 



229 


Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Baker Bates Brodnax 
Brown Cole Coleman Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy 
Green Grigsby Hester Horton Fludson J ackson J ones King Lawler McElderry 
Metcalfe Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Robinson Ross Roysdon Ship Smith Taylor Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Pope then moved that the House adjourn till seven o'clock this 
evening, which was carried. Yeas 56- Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Cole¬ 
man Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest 
Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Horton Hudson Jackson Lane Lawler 
Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver Par¬ 
sons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ross Robinson Roysdon Ship 
Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Barclay Byrnes Conner 
Dale Jones King Ligon Mims Roulston and Russell. 

And then the House adjourned. 

At seven o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend an act passed at the 
General assembly, and approved the 15th January, 1828, authorizing a 
lottery for the purpose of building an academy and court house in the 
county of Henry, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time 
forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, it was read a third 
time forthwith and passed. Mr Bibb moved to amend the title of the 
bill, which was carried. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the senate entitled an act to incorporate the library soci¬ 
ety of the bench and bar of the supreme court of Alabama, was read a 
first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be¬ 
ing dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr Clark 
moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section, No. 

3, which was carried : and the rule being further dispensed with, it 
was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to reduce the county tax of 
Franklin county, was read a third time and passed. Mr Parsons moved 
to amend the title of the bill by striking out the word "reduce," and in¬ 
serting in lieu thereof the word "regulate” which was carried. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to fix the time for conven¬ 
ing the General Assembly of the State of Alabama was read second 
time. Mr Clark moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which 
was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 31. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Barclay, Bradford, Byrnes, Clark, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, 

Flournoy, Forrest, Lawler, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Morrissett, Parsons, Phil¬ 
pott, Pope, Rather, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith Taylor Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Baker Bates, Bibb, Brod¬ 
nax, Brown, Cole, Coopwood, Dennis, Fitts, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Horton, 
Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Penn, 
Richardson, Roysdon, Van Dyke, Ward, and Weissinger. 

Mr Clark moved that the bill lie on the table, which was carried. 



The engrossed bill entitled an act for the payment of Benjamin M. 
Bradford and Jack Shackleford, for stationary, printing and other purposes, 
was, on motion of mr Coopwood, postponed until to-morrow. 
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The engrossed bill entitled an act more effectually to prevent the circu¬ 
lation of what are termed change bills or tickets, was read a third time, 
and for question being put, "shall this bill pass? "it was determined in 
the affirmative. Yeas 26- nays 27. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Conner, Coopwood, Curtis, Fitts, Forrest, 

Hays, Horton, Hudson, King, Lane, Ligon, Massy, McElderry, Mims, Moore, Mur- 
phree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, 
Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Barclay, Brodnax, Brown 
Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Green, Grigs¬ 
by, Hester, Jackson, Jones Lawler, Metcalfe, Mobley, Morrissett, Roulston, Van 
Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act to increase the capital of the Bank of the State 
of Alabama was read a second time. Mr Bibb moved that the bill lie on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Coopwood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
provide for the more equal distribution of discounts in the bank of the 
State of Alabama, among the different counties in this State, which was 
read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was then read a second time forthwith. Mr 
Grigsby moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed to 
the first Monday in August next, which was lost. Yeas 15- Nays 47. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Baker, Cole, Conner, Dale, Ellis, Fitts, Forrest, Grigsby, hays Mims, 

Robinson, Roysdon, Van Dyke, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Barclay, Bates, Bradford 
Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Flour¬ 
noy, Gren, hseter, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, King Lane, Lawler, Ligon, 

Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, 

Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, 

Smith Taylor Ward, Weissinger, and Williams. 

It was then referred to the committee of the State Bank, with instruc¬ 
tions to report on Friday morning. 

On motion of mr Clark : Resolved, that the clerk of this House be au¬ 
thorized to employ an enrolling clerk, if necessary, to enroll the acts 
which originate in this House. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to authorize the inhabitants of 
Township 2, range 1, east, in Madison county to hold an election for the 
purpose of ascertaining the wished of said inhabitants in regard to sel¬ 
ling the sixteenth section therein, and for other purposes, was read a se¬ 
cond time, and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Lawler 
Clark and J ones, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill entitled an act to provide compensation to constables, for ar¬ 
resting deserted or run-away seamen, was read a second time, and re¬ 
ferred to the judiciary committee. 

The bill entitled an act for the relief of Michael Robins, was read a se¬ 
cond time, and the rule for reading bills on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forth¬ 
with and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that 
the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an an act supplementary to and amendatory of the laws 



relating to executors and administrators, and for other purposes being 
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under consideration : mr Moore moved that the bill lie on the table, 
which was carried. 

Mr Conner moved that the House adjourn till to-morrow morning, half 
past nine o'clock, which was lost. Yeas 19- Nays 42. 

The yeas and Nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Barclay, Brodnax, Conner, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, 

Hays, Ligon, Mims, Morrisett, Oliver, Rather, Richardson, Ross, and Russell. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Bates, Bradford, 
Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Green, Grigsby, Hester, 

Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Massey, McElderry, Met¬ 
calfe, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Robinson, Roul- 
ston, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams, 
and Young. 

The bill entitled an act more effectually to secure the estates of females 
bieng under consideration : mr Coopwood moved the bill be indefinitely 
postponed -- mr Forrest moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, half past nine o'clock, which was carried. Yeas 35- Nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being desire,d those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Conner Dale Denis Durrett 
Ellis Fits Flournoy Forrest Hays Horton King Ligon McElderry Mims Morris- 
sett Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Rather Richardson, Robinson Ross Roysdon 
Russell Smith Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Brown Byrnes Clark Cole 
Coopwood Craig Green Grigsby Hester Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler 
Massey Metcalfe Mobley Moore Murphree Philpott Roulston Ship Taylor Weis¬ 
singer and Young. 

And then the House adjourned. 

Thursday, January 14, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the memorial of E. S. Farish and 
others, in relation to the State Architect, which was read and laid on the 
table. 

Mr Ross offered the following resolution : Resolved, that the committee 
on ways and means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of redu¬ 
cing the State tax with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Mr Clark 
moved that the resolution lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Young presented the account of J ohn Tatom, which was read and 
referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Forrest presented the account of the Sheriff of Jefferson county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Forrest presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Shelby 
county, and resident in that part of said county called the upper end of 
Cahawba valley, praying to be attached to Jefferson county, which was 
read. Mr Mardis moved that it lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Horton presented the memorial of Samuel Martin, which was 
read and referred to the military committee, with instructions to report 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr M'Elderry, from the committee on account, to which was referred 
sundry accounts and claims against the State, reported a bill to be entitled 
an act making appropriation for the payment of certain claims against the 
State, which was read a first time : and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time 
forthwith, and recommitted to the same committee that reported it. 

Mr Young, from the judiciary committee, to which was referred a bill 



to be entitled an act to compel purchasers of land to pay occupants for 
their improvements, reported the said bill without amendment, and that 
in the opinion of said committee it is inexpedient to pass such a law. 
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Mr Baker moved that the House disagree to said report: mr Clark moved 
that the report lie on the table: mr Penn moved that the further conside¬ 
ration be postponed till the first Monday in August next, which was lost. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Bibb Bradford Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Conner Curtis Ellis Fearn 
Fitts Forrest Green J ack King Massey Mims Mobley Morrissett Penn Pope Rich¬ 
ardson Robinson Roysdon Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger Williams and Young- 30. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay 
Brodnax Coleman Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Flournoy Goldthwaite 
Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Ligon 
Mardis McElderry Metcalfe Murphree Oliver Philpott, Rather Ross Russell Ship 
Smith and Ward- 36. 

The question was again on mr Clark's motion and lost: The question 
was again on mr Baker's motion and lost. Mr Morrisett moved to amend 
the bill by way of proviso : mr Rather moved to amend it by an additional 
section- mr Goldthwaite then moved that the bill together with the pro¬ 
posed amendments, be referred to a select committee with instructions to 
report to-morrow morning; whereupon messrs Goldthwaite, Durrett, and 
Craig were appointed. 

Mr Conner, from the committee on ways and means to which was re¬ 
ferred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of sel¬ 
ling the ferry and public buildings, the property of the State in the vici¬ 
nity of the town of Cahawba, reported that in their opinion it is inex¬ 
pedient to sell the said property at this time, and ask leave to be discharg¬ 
ed from the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Conner, from the same committee, to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of sundry inhabitants of the county of Clarke, praying legislative 
enactments relative to the collection of monies from their clerks and 
for other purposes, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate upon 
the subject, and asked leave to be discharged from the further considera¬ 
tion of the subject which was granted. 

Mr Conner, from the same committee to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing them to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
agricultural society in this State, upon the plan that exists in the State of 
New York, for the encouragement of similar institution, reported that it 
is inexpedient to legislate on the subject, and asked leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, which was granted. 

Mr Conner frm the same committee, to which was referred a resolu¬ 
tion instructing the said committee to inquire what compensation is now 
allowed by law to assessors and tax collectors, for assessing and collect¬ 
ing taxes, for county purposes, and whether it may not be necessary to 
pass a law more particularly defining the compensation of the said officers 
for the services aforesaid, reported that the compensation of these officers 
will be found in the statutory laws of the State, and that it is inexpedient 
to legislate any further upon the subject, in which report the House con¬ 
curred. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on a county boun¬ 
daries, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to designate the 
boundaries of J ackson county, as also the petition of sundry citizens of 
J ackson county, praying that the boundaries of said county be extend¬ 
ed into the Cherokee nation, to include Gunter's landing and the adjacent 
I ndian country, as also the petition of sundry citizens of Madison coun¬ 
ty, praying that said county of Jackson may be extended as aforesaid, 
have according to order had said bills and petitions under consideration, 



and have instructed me to report said bill without amendment, and that it 
is expedient to extend the limits of J ackson county as prayed for by said 
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petitioners. Mr Rather moved that the bill together with the report lie 
on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Hudson, from the committee on accounts, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to report to this House a bill revising and 
reducing into one all the acts in relation to accounts and claims against 
the State, plainly stating in what form accounts shall be made out and 
certified before the same shall be allowed, reported a bill to be entitled 
an act prescribing more fully the manner in which accounts against the 
State shall be authenticated and certified for keeping State prisoners, 
which was read a first time ; and the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forth¬ 
with. Mr Goldthwaite moved to amend the bill by way of proviso, which 
was carried. Mr Young moved to amend the third section by inserting 
after the word "pillory," and before the word "in," the words "or for 
committing or releasing any prisoner,” which was carried. And the rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days being further dis¬ 
pensed with, it was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forth¬ 
with. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the bill by way of engrossed ry- 
der, which was lost. The bill was then passed. Ordered, that the title 
be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the following titles, 
to wit: an act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate licensing of 
physicians, passed December 22, 1823; and an act to establish a board of 
internal improvement for the State of Alabama ; and an act to ap¬ 
point canal commissioners for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Tennessee river, and for other purposes, all of which originated in this 
House. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee to which was referred a bill 
entitled an act to provide compensation to constables for arresting de¬ 
serted or runaway seamen, reported the same without amendment, and 
that in the opinion of said committee it is inexpedient to pass such a law, 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forth¬ 
with and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that 
the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and adopted a memorial to the Congress of 
the United States, which originated in the house of Representatives, 
entitled memorial to Congress upon the subject of public lands, and have 
amended the same by striking out all after the word "memorial,” in the 
caption, and substituting in lieu thereof the memorial herewith reported, 
and have amended the caption so as to read as follows, viz: "memorial 
of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama on the subject of for¬ 
feited and relinquished lands in said State.” in which amendments they 
ask the concurrence of the your honorable body. They concur in the amend¬ 
ments made by your honorable to a bill which originated in their House 
entitled an act to authorize Daniel Filed and associates to turnpike a road 
in the county of Blount. They have also read three several times and 
passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled 
an act supplementary to an act passed the 15th day of J anuary, 1828, en¬ 
titled an act to authorize the sales of sixteenth section, and for other pur¬ 
poses, and have amended the same as herewith shewn, in which they ask 
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the concurrence of your honorable body. They have read three times 
and passed a bill which originated in the House of Representatives, enti¬ 
tled an act to discontinue and establish certain election precincts therein 
named, and have amended the same as herewith shewn. They concur in 
the amendment made by your honorable body to their amendments to a 
bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to 
change the times of holding the county courts of Clarke and Pickens 
counties. They have also read three several times and passed a bill 
which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act for the 
relief of Michael Robins. They recede from their amendment to a bill 
entitled an act to authorize the corporate of the city of Mobile to 
raise and organize engine, hook and ladder companies in the said city, by 
striking out 100, and inserting 50 in the 1st section : they also recede 
from their amendment striking the proviso from the end of the 6th sec¬ 
tion : they also recede from their amendment by striking out the 7th sec¬ 
tion of the bill ; they insist on their amendment by striking our the 8th 
section of the bill. They have read three several times and passed a bill 
which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act autho¬ 
rizing a lottery for the benefit for Autauga Lodge, No 31, of Ancient 
Free Masons. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Walker 
county, praying that the eastern line of said county be on the 5th range 
line, west, and that the act of last session locating the seat of justice in 
said county be repealed, have according to ordered had said petition under 
consideration, and have instructed me to ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of said petition. Mr Ligon moved that the re¬ 
port lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county 
boundaries to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of town¬ 
ship 14 and 15, in range 9 west, of the basis meridian of Huntsville, 
praying that said township be added from the county of Fayette to the 
county of Walker, have according to order had the said petitions under 
consideration, and have instructed me to ask leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of said petition, which was granted. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the committee of ways and means, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act making appropriations for the year 1830, which was 
read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr Clark made the following report: The committee on county boun¬ 
daries to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of St. Clair 
county, praying that the line between J efferson and St. Clair may be 
straightened, as also the memorial of sundry citizens of Jefferson county, 
praying that said territory may not be taken from the county and add¬ 
ed to St. Clair, have according to order had said memorial and petition 
under consideration, and have instructed me to ask leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. Ordered, that said report lie 
on the table. 

Mr Bibb made the following report: The select committee to which 
was referred the resolution directing a contract to be made for printing 
525 copies of the report of the joint committee who investigated the con¬ 
duct of the land commissioners and the accompanying evidence, and au¬ 
thorizing said committee to employ the secretary who took down the 
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evidence to superintend the said printing, have according to order dis¬ 
charged said duty, and have instructed me to report that they have con¬ 
tracted with messrs M'Guire Henry and Walker, editors of the State In¬ 
telligencer, for printing said report and accompanying evidence, and at 
the rate of forth-five dollars for twenty-four pages, in pamphlet form, and 
in the proportion should said documents contain a grated of less num¬ 
ber of pages. Your committee was compelled to adopt this method of 
making the contract, from their inability to ascertain what number of pages 
the printing of the same would require. They have likewise employ¬ 
ed me Abbott who acted as secretary to said committee, and agreed to 
allow him a reasonable compensation therefore, to which they respectfully 
ask the concurrence of the House. Mr Bibb moved that it be referred 
to the committee on account, which was carried. 

Mr Roysdon, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to alter the times of holding the county courts of the 
county of Dallas, reported a substitute in lieu thereof, which was adopted ; 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with, it was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith 
and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the 
same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled an act to amend an act passed Dec. 10th, 1823, 
entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the Huntsville fire engine 
company, passed 10th December, 1822. They concur in the amend¬ 
ments made by your honorable body to the caption of the bills which orgi- 
nated in their House, entitled an act to reduce the county tax of Frank¬ 
lin county, and an act to amend an act passed at the General Assembly, 
and approved 15th January, 1828, authorizing a lottery for the purpose of 
building an academy and court house in the county of Henry. They 
concur in the amendments made by your honorable body, to a bill which 
originated in the Senate entitled an act to incorporate the library society 
of the bench and bar of the supreme court of Alabama. They have read 
three several times and passed a bill which originated in the Senate enti¬ 
tled an act to revive and continue in force an act to incorporate the town 
of Selma, in the county of Dallas, passed Dec. 4, 1820, in which they ask 
the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Mr Hudson, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act to authorize J ames Davis and associates to turnpike a cer¬ 
tain road therein named, reported the same with sundry amendments, 
which were concurred in. Mr Baker moved to strike out the word 
"twenty," with a view to insert "ten." A division of the question being 
called for, the voted was first taken on striking out and carried. Mr Hud¬ 
son moved to fill the blank with the word "ten," which was carried. 

Mr Ligon moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional sec¬ 
tion, which was carried.- The rule being dispensed with, it was consider¬ 
ed as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

Mr Lawler, from the select committee to which was referred the peti¬ 
tion of the inhabitants of township 19, range 2, east, in Shelby county, 
praying the passage of a law to authorize said inhabitants to sell the 16th 
section in said township ; also, a bill from the Senate entitled an act to 
authorize the inhabitants of township 2, range 1, east, in Madison coun- 
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ty, to hold an election for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of said 
inhabitants in regard to selling the 16th section therein, reported the same 
with an amendment, which was concurred in. The rule being dispensed 
with, the bill was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Mardis called up the joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Alabama, concerning the right of the said State to the public 
lands- And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At three o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The House resumed the consideration of the joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama, concerning the right of the 
said State to the public lands. Mr Clark moved that the further conside¬ 
ration of the resolution be postponed to the first Monday in August next, 
which was carried. Yeas 41- Nays 29. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bibb Bradford Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Conner Coop- 
wood Craig Curtis Dale Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Grigsby 
Jones King Massey M'Elderry Metcalfe Mims More Morrissett Murphree Penn 
Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Roulston Roysdon Russell Van Dyke Wil¬ 
liams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bates Brodnax 
Coleman Dennis Durrett Goldthwaite Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson 
Jack Jackson Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Mobley Oliver Parsons Robinson Ross 
Ship Smith Taylor Ward and Weissinger. 

A Message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: I an instruct¬ 
ed by the Senate to inform you that they have rejected a bill which ori¬ 
ginated in the House of Representatives entitled an act to provide a com¬ 
pensation to constables for arresting deserted or runaway seamen. They 
concur in the amendments made by your honorable body to bills which 
originated in their House, entitled an act to incorporate the Tuscumbia 
railway company ; an act to authorize the inhabitants of township 2, 
range 1, east, in Madison county, to hold an election for the purpose of 
ascertaining the wishes of said inhabitants in regard to selling the six¬ 
teenth section therein, and for other purposes ; and an act to establish 
the permanent seat of justice in Dale county. They have also read three 
several times the amendment made by your honorable body to the joint 
resolutions originating in their House, entitled joint resolutions rati¬ 
fying the proposed amendments to the constitution of the State of ala- 
bama, so as to limit the tenure of the judges offices to six years, and 
adopted and ratified the same by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the Governor, by George N. Stewart, 

Esq. which is as follows. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Tuscaloosa J an. 14th 1830. 

The Honorable the Speaker and members of the House of Representatives. 

GENTLEMEN- I have great pleasure in transmitting, by their acting Secretary, the 
annual report of the Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama, which doubtless 
will be read with much interest. I have the honor to be, most respectfully your obidi- 
ent servant. 

The Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama respectfully submit their annu¬ 
al report to the General Assembly. The financial situation of the Institution will be 
seen from the following statements : CAPITAL STOCK. 

The proceeds of the sale of 21m 845 75 acres of land, up 

to the 8th day of Dec. 1829. 

Of this amount there has been received in cash and in- 


304,651 06 



vested in six per cent State stock the sum of 111,712 59 1-4 
There are bonds, outstanding, and now due to the amt. of 38,884 35 1-2 
Bonds outstanding and which will fall due in 1830, to the 
amount of 5,153 19 1-2 

in 1831 45,883 40 1-2 
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in 1832 17,532 59 1/4 

in 1833 46,476 21 1/4 

in 1834 1,440 77 

in 1835 14,940 56 

in 1836 13,322 22 1/4 

in 1837 9,405 15 


And there are remaining unsold 24,243 25 of acres of land 

INCOME FUND. 

From all sources, 51,620 76 

Consisting in Six per cent Stock of the state 16 941 77 1/4 

Cash in the Treasury 26th No. 1828 5 903 31 1/4 22,845 08 1-2 


Cash dividend upon $128,654 36 x k six per 

cent State Stock, declared Nov. 9, 1829 7,549 21 

Cash for rent of land on interest bonds, and 
interest on bonds for deferred payments 

from 26th Nov. 1828 Nov. 1929, 4,226 46 1-2 11,775 67 1-2 


Cash amount borrowed by the University 

from the State Bank, and unpaid. 17,000 00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

There has been disbursed from 26th Nov. 1828, to the 26th Nov. 1829 

As follows, to wit: the sum of 30,213 08 3/4 

Towards buildings of the University, 27,664 19 1/4 

Current expenses of the Board and to agent for selecting 

lands for the University, 1,217 93 

Architect's salary, 938 25 

Agent's commission for collecting Income Fund from the 26th 
Nov. 1828 to the 26th Nov. 1839 129 30 

I nterest retained by the Bank on 17,000 dollars the amount 
borrowed from said Bank, dering 1829 263 50 


The Board of Trustees further report, that the detain of all their proceedings since the 
last annual report, will be seen by an examination of the journals, to which they respect¬ 
fully refer your honorable body. At the same time the have felt it their duty to present 
herewith a condensed expose of some of the most prominent which have claimed at¬ 
tention or occupied their deliberations since the last annual report. The building com¬ 
mittee and the board of trustees, with the assistance of Mr Wm Nichols state architect so 
discharge of the duty assigned, to them entered in into some and perfected other contracts 
for the completion of the University buildings, required to be contracted for, by a previ¬ 
ous resolution of the board. It is believed that those contracts were judiciously made, 
and entered into upon terms as advantageous to the State and University, as could have 
been anticipated. Under those contracts, the several contractors progressed in the erec¬ 
tion and completion of said portions of the University building as were contemplated by 
their respective contracts, and as the work progressed, the several contractors were paid 
pursuant to the terms of their contracts respectively. The application of the University 
fund to those contracts, as well as to the progress of the University buildings 
will be seen by the report of the building committee and the State Architect, hereto ap¬ 
pended; and the Board of Trustees entertain a sanguine hope, that those buildings will 

be completed by the.day of.Shortly after their I nst annual report the board of 

trustees felt a deep solicitude, both to husband and economise as far as practicable, the 
funds of the University, and at the same time to establish such Professorships, provide 










such compensation and to direct such a course of instruction in the university, as in their 
opinion, would promote the great and legitimate purposes of the institution. 

By a resolution of their board a committee was appointed to take this important 
matter into their consideration, who, after maturely considering the subject referred to 
their deliberation, reported, as their opinion, that it would be advisable and proper to 
commence the course of instruction in this Institution with four professors, one of whom 
to preside over the faculty; and that in the selection of those professors it would be 
advisable to have particular regard to their qualifications for teaching the following 
branches of literature and science, viz : 1st Ancient languages, including the higher 
grade of the Latin and Greek languages ; and Modern History ; Geography An¬ 
cient and Modern, with the use of the Globes, to be assisted by a Tutor. 2d Mathema- 
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tics and Natural Philosophy, including the higher branches of numerical Arithmetic, 

Algebra, Trigonometry, plain and spherical, Geometry, Mensuration, Conic Sections, 
Fluxions or Differentials, Mechanics Statistics, Hydrostatics, Hydraulics, Acoustics. Op¬ 
tics and Astronomy to be assisted by a Mathematical Tutor. 3 Natural History, in¬ 
cluding Botany, Zoology, Mineralogy, Chemistry and Geology, with the application of 
Chemistry to the arts and agriculture. 4th Moral Philosophy, including mental Science 
generally, Belles Letteres, Logic and Rhetoric. In which report the board of trustees 
concurred. 

The board believing that the great end and purposes of the institution would be grat- 
ly advanced by the selection of persons of superior literacy acquirements and attainments 
in science, determined to assign to each professorship such a salary per annum as would 
provide a suitable compensation therefor, and at the same time accord, under the cir¬ 
cumstances, with a prudent economy. Provision was therefore made by the board, that 
the salary of the Professors first to be appointed in the University of Alabama, should be 
establish at fifteen hundred dollars per annum, together with certain tuition fees, here¬ 
after to be determined by the board, and providing that the compensation to each pro¬ 
fessor should in no event, be less than two thousand dollars. The board also provided for 
an adjunct professor of Chemistry, and assigned to him a salary of one thousand dollars 
per annum. The board also appointed a select committee to open a correspondence in 
relation to the selection of suitable persons for professors, tutors, &c. who discharged the 
duty assigned to them ; and at the present meeting of the board, Dr Philip Lindsey was 
appointed Professor Moral Philosophy, designated as the fourth chair, and to preside 
over the institution; Dr Gurdon Saltsonstall, Professor of Mathematics, and designated 
as the second chair; Dr J ohn Fielding Wallace, to be Professor of Natural History, &c. 
and designated as the third chair; Dr William A. King, as adjunct Professor of Chemis¬ 
try, and the Rev. William Hooper, to be Professor of Ancient Languages &c. and de¬ 
signated as the first chair. 

The board of trustees further report, that the purchasers of University lands in the 
county of Franklin, recently presented to their board, a memorial setting forth their pe¬ 
culiar condition and praying for an extension of time for the payment of 
the purchase money due from them respectively, and agreeing to pay legal interest du¬ 
ring the period of such suspension of payment; which the board deemed it expedient ande 
conducive to the interest of the University to grant, on their securing beyond all doubt, 
the ultimate and punctual payment, at the periods designated, of the several amounts due 
from them respectively. 

I n closing their annual report, the Board of trustees, although anxious to submit to 
the General Assembly their proceedings in detail in relation to all maters which have 
claimed their attention, have been deterred from this measure by the great length to 
which such a report would necessary be spun out. They will however be found to be 
correctly inscribed on their journal, to the inspection and examination of which they re¬ 
spectfully invite your honorable body. GABRIEL MOORE, Pres't ex-officio. 

JANUARY 14, 1830. 

Ordered, that the same communication, together with the accompanying 
documents, lie on the table, and that 100 copies thereof be printed for the 
use of this House. 

And then the House adjourned until 7 o'clock this evening. 

At 7 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled an act to revive and continue in force 
an act to incorporate the town of Selma, in the county of Dallas, passed 
Dec. 4, 1820, was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forth 
with; and the rule being further dispensed with, it was read a third time 
forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 



Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles, 
viz: an act to change the times of holding the county courts of certain 
counties therein mentioned ; an act authorizing a lottery for the benefit of 
Autauga Lodge No. 31, of ancient freemason; an act for the relief of Mi¬ 
chael Robins ; an act to amend an act, passed Dec. 10, 1823, entitled an 
act to amend an act to incorporate the Huntsville fire engine company, 
passed Dec. 10, 1822 ; an act to re-examine and re-value so much of the 
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land granted this state by Congress for the improvement of the Tennessee 
and other rivers, as lies in the counties of Madison and Morgan ; an act to 
alter the time of holding the circuit courts of certain counties therein named ; 
an act to authorize the commissioned officers of the 11th regiment of Ala¬ 
bama militia to fix a regimental muster ground ; and, an act to regulate 
proceedings in certain actions of detinue. 

The bill entitled an act for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford and 
Jack Shackleford, for stationary and printing and other purposes, was call¬ 
ed up by mr Coopwood. Mr Coopwood moved to fill the blank with the 
words "eight hundred and fifty,” which was lost. Yeas 12- nays 57. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Coopwood, Dale, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Hodges, Jack, Ligon, Mardis, Mobley, Penn 
and Taylor. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Barclay, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Craig, Dennis, 

Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Horton, Hudson, 

J ackson, J ones, Lane, Lawler, Massey, M'Elderry, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Mor- 
risett, Murphree, Parsons, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, 
Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Mr Coopwood moved to fill the blank with the words "seven hundred and 
fifty," which was carried, yeas 33- nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Coopwood Dale Dennis 
Durrett Fearn Goldthwaite Hester Hodges Horton J ack J ackson Lawler Ligon 
Mardis Mobley Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson Roulston Roysdon 
Taylor Van Dyke and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Clark Cole Coleman Conner Craig 
Ellis Flournoy Forrest Green Grigsby Hays Hudson J ones Lane Massey McElder- 
ry Metcalfe Mims Moore Morrisett Murphree Philpott Rather Ross Russell Ship Smith 
Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

And the question being put, shall this bill pass? it was determined in the 
affirmative. Yeas 44- Nays 18. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Clark Coleman Conner 
Coopwood Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fitts Fearn Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Grigs¬ 
by Hester Hodges Horton J ack Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Mobley Moore Murphree 
Oliver Parsons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Taylor 
Van Dyke Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Brown Cole Forrest Hays Hudson 
Jones Massey M'Elderry Metcalfe Mims Morrissett Philpott Rather Russell Ship 
Smith Ward and Weissinger. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act regulating the duties of county 
treasurers, was read a second time. Mr Clark moved that the bill be inde¬ 
finitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 13- Nays 51. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Barclay Clark Coleman Coopwood Craig Ellis Flournoy J ones Moore Philpott 
Rather Russell and Ship. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Bibb Brad¬ 
ford Brodnax Brown Cole Conner Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Goldthwaite 
Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson Jack Lane Lawler Ligon 
Massey Mardis McElderry Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrissett Murphree Oliver 
Parsons Penn Pope Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Smith Taylor 



Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Acklen moved that the bill be referred to a select committee with 
instructions to report on Saturday morning, which was carried ; whereupon 
messrs Acklen, Weissinger and Bibb were appointed said committee. 
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The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to incorporate the Valley Creek Academy in the county of Dallas, was read 
a second time ; and the rule being dispensed with, &c. it was read a third 
time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Or¬ 
dered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Henry Sossaman, 
was laid on the table. 

The memorial to Congress upon the subject of public lands, was, on mr 
Pope's motion laid on the table. 

Mr Williams who voted in the majority on the indefinite postponement 
of the bill entitled an act to amend the law now in force in relation to the 
change of venue in civil cases and for other purposes, moved to reconsider 
the voted. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the amendments made by the Senate 
to the bill entitled an act supplementary to an act passed 15th day of J an- 
uary 1828, entitled an act to authorize the sales of the 16th sections, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill entitled an act to discontinue and establish certain election pre¬ 
cincts therein specified, was laid on the table. 

The bill entitled an act to authorize the corporate of the city of Mo¬ 
bile to raise and organize engine and hook and ladder fire companies in the 
said city, and for other purposes, was laid on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the comptrol¬ 
ler in relation to taxes, which was read and laid on the table and one hun¬ 
dred copies ordered to be printed for the use of the House. 

The bill entitled an act to establish the boundary line between the coun¬ 
ties of St. Clair and J efferson county, was laid on the table. 

Mr Baker's report and resolution from the committee on the state of the 
republic was laid on the table. 

The bill entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama 
over the Indian Territory lying within the limits of said State, and for other 
purposes, being under consideration. Mr Clark moved that it be indefinite¬ 
ly postponed. Mr Conner moved that the further consideration of the bill 
be postponed till to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow half 
past 9 o'clock, which was lost. Yeas 26- Nays 32. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Clark, Conner, Coopwood, Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, 

Grigsby, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Lane, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mor- 
risett, Oliver, Philpott, Robinson, Roysdon, Russell, Taylor and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Barclay, Bradford, Brod- 
nax, Brown, Cole, Coleman, Craig, Durrett, Fearn, Green, Hester, Jackson, Jones, 
Lawler, Ligon, Metcalfe, Mobley ,Moore, Murphree, Parsons, Penn Pope, Rather, 
Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Ship, Van Dyke, Ward, Williams, and Young. 

Mr Hodges moved that that the House adjourn until to-morrow at nine 
o'clock, which was lost, yeas 27- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Barclay Brown Clark Conner Coopwood Dale Ellis Flournoy Hays Hodges 
Horton Hudson Lane Mardis McElderry Metcalfe Oliver Rather Richardson Roys¬ 
don Russell Ship Taylor and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Bibb Bradford Brodnax Cole 
Coleman Craig Dennis Durrett Fearn Goldthwaite Green Hester J ackson J ones 
Lawler Ligon Massey Mobley Moore Morrissett Murphree Parsons Penn Pope Roulston 
Van Dyke Ward Williams and Young. 
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Mr Clark moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow morning half 
past nine o'clock, which was carried. Yeas 35- Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Cole, Conner, Coopwood, Dale, Den¬ 
nis, Ellis, Flournoy, Green, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, lane, Mardis, Massey, Me- 
Elderry, Metcalfe, Morrissett, Murphree, Oliver Philpott, Rather,Richardson robin- 
son, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Bibb, Brodnax, Coleman, 
Craig, Durrett, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hester, Jackson, Jones, Lawler, Ligon, 
Mobley, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Pope, Roulston, Van Dyke and Young. 

The House then adjourned. 

Friday, J anuary 15, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Parsons presented the memorial of William W. McConnico, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing him to emancipate a certain female slave 
named Maria ; which was read and referred to the committee on the sate 
of the republic; together with the accompanying documents. 

McConner, from the committee on ways and means to which was refer¬ 
red a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the tax of cattle, reported a bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part an act 
passed the 13th day of J anuary 1827, entitled an act to raise a revenue for 
the support of government until otherwise altered by law, and for other pur¬ 
poses ; which was read a first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with it was forthwith read a second 
time. Mr Hudson moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was 
lost. Yeas 21- Nays 43. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks, Clark, Coleman, Coopwood, Ellis, Forrest, Green, Hodges, Horton, Hud¬ 
son, King, Massey, Metcalfe, Moore, Morrisett, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Roys¬ 
don, Russell, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Barclay, Bates, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Crown, Byrnes, Cole, Conner, Cook, Craig, Curtis, Dale, 
Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, J ack, J ackson, J ones Lane, Lawler, 
McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Pope Robinson, Ross, Rouls¬ 
ton, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, and Young. 

Mr Bibb moved to amend the bill by striking out the words one half where 
they occur in the second section, and inserting in lieu thereof the word one, 
which was carried ; and the rule requiring bills to read on three several 
days being further dispensed with, it was forthwith read a 3d time and pass¬ 
ed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be 
sent to the senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Acklen, from the committee on enrolled bills made the following re¬ 
port: The committee on enrolled bills have examined and found correctly 
enrolled the following bills : an act to incorporate the trustees of the Sims' 
female academy in the town of Tuscaloosa ; an act to authorize Haynes 
Crabtree to emancipate certain salves therein named ; and, an act supple¬ 
mentary to an act passed the 14th Dec. 18247, prescribed the mode of con¬ 
testing elections : all of which originated in the Senate. 

Mr Banks, from the committee on enrolled bills made the following re¬ 
port: The committee on enrolled bills have examined and find correctly 
enrolled the following bill : an act supplementary to an act passed the 15th 
J anuary 1828, entitled an act to authorize the sales of 16th sections, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr Ligon, from the select committee to which was referred the memori- 



al of William W. McConnico, praying the emancipation of a negro woman 
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slave named Maria, reported a bill to be entitled an act to amencipate a fe¬ 
male slave named Maria, a part of the estate of the late Christopher McCon- 
nico of the county of Monroe, which was read a first time and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
forthwith read a second time; and the rule being further dispensed with, it 
was forthwith read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Horton, from the select committee to which was referred a bill enti¬ 
tled an act to establish La Grange College, reported the same with sundry 
amendments, which were severally concurred in; and the rule requiring 
bills to read on three several days being dispensed with, it was forthwith 
read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Or¬ 
dered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle: mr Speaker- the Senate have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives entitled an act more effectually to prevent the circulation 
of what are termed change bills or tickets, and have amended he same as 
herewith shewn,- in which they request the concurrence of your honorable 
body. They have also read three several times and passed a bill which 
originated in the Senate entitled an act for the relief of securities in Bank, 
in which they also ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives entitled an act for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford 
and Jack Shackleford for stationary printing, and for other purposes. 

Mr Bibb called up the following resolution from the Senate: Resolved, 
with the concurrence of the House of Representatives the Senate will as¬ 
semble in the Representative Hall at the hour of 7 o'clock P.M. upon Fri¬ 
day next, for the purposes of electing a President and twelve Directors of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama for the present year. Mr Clark moved that 
the resolution lie on the table, which was lost. Mr Bibb moved that the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the resolution be postponed till three o'clock this af¬ 
ternoon, which was carried. Yeas 48- Nays 18. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Conner, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, flournoy, Forrest, 
Goldthwaite, Hays, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, King, Lawler, Ligon, Mas¬ 
sey, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, 

Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Brodnax, Cole, Coleman, Cook, 
Curtis, Green, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Jones, Lane, Metcalfe, Mobley, Pope, 
Robinson, Taylor, Weissinger, and Young. 

Mr Parsons called up the resolution proposing that the two Houses recede 
from the resolution heretofore adopted by both Houses to adjourn sine die 
on Saturday next; and further proposing that both House adjourn on Wed¬ 
nesday the 20th inst. Mr Mobley moved that the resolution lie on the ta¬ 
ble till Monday next, which was lost. Yeas 20- Nays 47. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker cole Coleman Cook Greene Grigsby Hays Hester Lane Metcalfe 
Mobley Richardson Robinson Ross Roysdon Taylor Van Dyke Weissinger and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Banks Barclay Bibb Brad¬ 
ford Brodnax Brown Clark Conner Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Hodges Horton Hudson Jack 
J ackson J ones King Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry Mims More Morrissett 



Murphree parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Russell Ship Smith Ward and 
Williams. 
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Mr Mobley then moved to amend the resolution by striking out the words 
Wednesday the 20th; and inserting in lieu thereof the words Tuesday 19th. 

And a division of the question being called for, the question was first put on 
striking out, which was lost. Mr Coleman moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting the words at one o'clock p.m. at the end of the resolution, which 
was lost. Yeas 47- Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the negative are messrs 
Speaker Acklen Barclay Bibb Bradford Brown Clark Coleman Conner coop- 
wood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durret Ellis Fearn Fits Flounoy Goldthwaite 
Hudson J ack J ackson King Lawler Ligon Massey, McElderry Mims Moore Mor- 
risett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ross 
Roulston Russell ship Smith Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bates Brodnax 
Byrnes Cole Coopwood Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Jones Lane 
Metcalfe Mobley Robinson Roysdon Taylor Weissinger and Young. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr J ack presented the account of Dugald McFarlane, which was read 
and referred to the committee on accounts. 

The bill entitled an act more effectually to secure the estates of females 
being under consideration, mr Coopwood moved that it be indefinitely 
postponed. Mr Horton called for the previous question, and the question 
being being put. shall the main question be now put? it was determined 
in the negative. Yeas 24- Nays 44. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Brodnax, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Cook Crag, Dennis, Grigsby, Hodges, 

Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Metcalfe, Murphree, Robin¬ 
son, Ship, Taylor, Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, 
Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Byrnes, Conner, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, 

Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Green, Hays, Hester, Jack, Ligon, Massey, 
McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrissett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, 

Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Smith, Van Dyke, 
Williams and Young. 

Mr Clark moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
till the first Monday of August next, which was lost. Yeas 33- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dennis Elis Forrest 
Goldthwaite Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Mardis Massey 
McElderry Metcalfe Mims Moore Murphree Richardson Russell Ship Taylor Van 
Dyke Ward and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Curtis Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Green Grigsby 
Hays Hester Ligon Mobley Morrissett Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather 
Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Smith Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Coopwood moved to strike out all of the bill after the enacting clause, 
which was lost. Yeas 28- Nays 39. 

The yeas and Nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Ellis, 
Goldthwaite, Hodges, Hudson, J ones, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, 

Moore, Murphree, Richardson, Russell, Ship, Taylor, Van Dyke,Ward, and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Barclay, 
Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, For¬ 
rest, Greenh, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Horton, Jackson, Ligon, Metcalfe, Mims,, 



Mobley, Morrisett, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Ross, 
Roulston, Roysdon, Smith, Weissinger, and Williams. 

Mr. Parsons moved to amend the bill by striking out all after the first 
section. The bill was then, on notion of mr Goldthwaite, recommitted to 



244 


a select committee consisting of messrs Goldthwaite, Parsons, and Pope, 
with instruction to report this afternoon at three o'clock. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle: Mr Speaker- The Senate 
concur in the amendments made by your honorable body to the bill enti¬ 
tled an act to establish La grange college. They have also read three 
several times and passed bills which originated in their house entitled an act 
to to enable the state of of Alabama to sell and dispose of certain reserved 
lands therein named ; an act to alter the time of holding the county courts 
of J ackson and Lauderdale counties, an act to amend the law on the subject 
of proving and recording deeds, in which they desire the concurrence of your 
honorable body. They have read three several times and passed bills 
which originated in the House of Representatives entitled an act to regulate 
the landing of goods by steam boats and barges, and for other purposes; and 
an act to alter the time of holding the county courts in the counties of Ma¬ 
rion and Dallas. 

And then the house adjourned till three o'clock this afternoon. 

At three o'clock, P.M. the house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Parsons from the select committee to which was referred a bill enti¬ 
tled an act more effectually to secure the states of females, reported the 
same with sundry amendments ; which were severally concurred in . Mr 
Goldthwaite moved to amend the bill by way of proviso at the end of the 
third section, which was carried. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and made the special order for a third reading to-morrow at ten oclock A.M. 

Mr Goldthwaite, from the select committee to which was referred a bill 
entitled an act to compell purchasers of land to pay occupants for their 
improvements, reported the same with an amendment as a substitute there¬ 
for which was adopted. Mr jack moved to postpone the bill and report 
till th first day of April next, which was carried. Yeas 33- Nays 29. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Cole, Cook, Curtis, dale, 

Ellis, Fearn, Green, Jack, King, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, 

Murphree, Parsons, Penn, Pope, Richardson, Robinson, Roysdon, Russell, Smith, 
Taylor, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Acklen, Brodnax, Byrnes, 
Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hester, Hodges, 
Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, McElderry, 

Metcalfe, Oliver, Philpott, Rather, Roulston, Ship and Weissinger. 

A message from the Governor by J. I. Thornton, which is as follows: 

Mr Speaker- The Governor did on the 14th inst. approve and sign the 
following bills : An act making permanent the act prescribing the duties 
of sheriffs and returning officers in holding elections and returning the votes 
of all persons voting on proposed alterations of the constitution of the state 
of Alabama, approved, J anuary, 1829 ; an act to prevent the evil practice 
of betting on elections ; an act for the relief of the warrior guards ; an act 
to amend an at to authorize Wyatt Cheatam to cut out and establish a turn¬ 
pike road ; and on this day (15th J an.) an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to regulate the licensing of Physicians to practice and for other purpo¬ 
ses therein named, passed December 22d, 1823 ; an act to appoint canal 
commissioners for the improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee 
river and for other purposes ; and an act to establish a board of internal 
improvement for the state of Alabama, -- all of which originated in the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr Craig, from the select committee to which was referred the bill enti¬ 
tled an act to provide for the more equal distribution of discounts in the 



Bank of the State among the different counties in this state, reported the 
same with sundry amendments, which were severally concurred in. Mr 



245 


Fearn moved to amend the bill by striking out of the first section the words, 

"to their representation," and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "to the 
amount of taxes paid by them severally into the treasury of the state for the 
preceding year,” which was lost. Yeas 20- Nays 46. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Baker Banks Bates Bibb Coleman Cook Fearn Fitts Goldthwaite J ack King 
Lane Ligon Mims Mobley Moore Oliver Penn and Taylor. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Barclay Bradford Brodnax 
Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Conner Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Green Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ones Lawler Mardis 
Massey McElderry Metcalfe Morrissett Murphree Parsons Philpott Pope Rather 
Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Van Dyke 
Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Barclay moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
the first day of March next, which was lost. Yeas 22- Nays 44. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Banks, Barclay, Bradford, Clark, Cole, Conner, Ellis, Fearn, Hays, 

Jack, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Metcalfe, Mobley, Robinsn, Roysdon, Russell, 

Taylor, Weissinger, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, 

Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, 

Fitts, Goldthwaite, Green, Hester, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, 

King, Lane, Ligon, McElderry, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, 

Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Ship, Smith, 

Van Dyke, and Williams. 

Mr Lawler moved that the bill be referred to the committee on the State 
Bank. Mr Clark moved that the bill lie on the table, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle : Mr speaker -- I am instructed 
by the Senate to inform you that they disagree to the amendment made by 
your honorable body to the bill which originated in their house entitled an 
act to authorize J ames Davis and associates to turnpike a certain road 
therein named, by adding an additional section; they concur in all the 
other amendments made to said bill by your honorable body. 

A message from the Senate by mr Lyon : Mr Speaker -— The Senate 
concur in the resolution of your honorable body proposing a recision of the 
one adopted by the two houses fixing to-morrow the 16th inst. as the day 
for the adjournment of the General Assembly. 

The bill entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the state of Alabama 
over the Indian territory lying within the limits of said state, and for other 
purposes, being under consideration, Mr Clark moved that the further con¬ 
sideration thereof be postponed till the first Monday in August next, which 
was lost. Yeas 17- Nays 48. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker, Clark, Cole, Craig, Dale, Ellis, Green, Grigsby, Hodges, Jones, Metcalfe, 
Morrissett, Pope, Richardson, Van Dyke, Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, 
Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, 
Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Hays, Hester, Hudson, J ack, J ackson, 

King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mobley, Moore, Murphree, 

Oliver, parsons, Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, 

Ship, Smith, Taylor and Ward. 

Mr Bibb moved that the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
till to-morrow, and that it be made the special order for that day, which 
was carried. 



Mr Byrnes, from the select committee to which was referred the bill enti¬ 
tled an act to alter and amend the charter of the incorporation of the city 
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of Mobile, made the following report: The Mobile delegation, to whom 
was referred the bill to amend the charter of incorporation of the city of 
Mobile, beg leave to report the same without amendment, and request that 
the same be referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Fearn, 

Moore and Ligon, which report was concurred in. 

Mr Bibb called up the resolution from the Senate proposing to go into 
the election of a president and twelve directors of the bank on this evening. 

Mr Bibb moved to amend the resolution by striking out the word "Friday" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word "Saturday," which was carried. Mr 
Bibb moved to amend the resolution further by adding to the end thereof 
the words "canal commissioners, members of the board of internal im¬ 
provement and members of the medical board," which was carried. The 
resolution was then concurred in. 

The engrossed memorial to the Congress of the United States to procure 
the establishment of a land office at Monticello in Pike county, Alabama, 
being under consideration, Mr Curtis moved to amend the memorial by way 
of proviso at the end thereof. 

And then the house adjourned till half past nine o'clock to-morrow A.M. 

Saturday, J anuary 16th, 1830. 

The Flouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Flournoy presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Pickens 
county, praying that the Sipsey river be the dividing line between the 
counties of Green and Pickens, which was read and referred to a select 
committee consisting of messrs Flournoy, Richardson and Penn, to con¬ 
sider and report thereon. 

Mr McElderry from the committee on accounts to which was recom¬ 
mitted the bill entitled an act making appropriations for the payment of 
certain claims against the State, reported the same with sundry amend¬ 
ments, by adding thereto sundry additional sections No. 15, 16, 17, 18, 
and 19, which were concurred in; the bill was then ordered to be engross¬ 
ed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr Richardson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
appointing commissioners to establish the line between the counties of 
Tuscaloosa, Green and Pickens, which was read a first time, and the con¬ 
stitutional rule being dispensed with, it was read a second time, and the 
rule being further dispensed with it was considered as engrossed, read a 
third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills having examined and found correctly enrolled, bills of the following 
titles to wit: an act for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford and J ack 
Shackleford, for stationary, printing and other purposes ; an act to regu¬ 
late the landing of goods by steam boats and barges and for other purpos¬ 
es, and an act to alter the time of holding the county courts in the coun¬ 
ties of Marion and Dallas. 

Mr Hudson obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act to 
prescribe the manner in which the oaths of office shall be administered to 
the members and officers of the General Assembly, which was read a first 
time, and the constitutional rule being dispensed with, it was read a se¬ 
cond time forthwith and referred to the judiciary committee to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend an act therein named, 
was laid on the table for one hour. 

The memorial from the Senate entitled a memorial to the Congress of 
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the United States to procure the establishment of a land office at Monti- 
cello, in Pike county, Alabama, being under consideration , the question 
was on mr Curtis's amendment. Mr Morrisett moved to amend mr 
Curtis's amendment. Mr Parsons moved that the bill be committed to 
a special committee, which was carried, whereupon messrs Parsons, Cur¬ 
tis and Jackson were appointed said committee. 

Mr Ligon made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled, bulls of the following titles 
to wit: an act to authorize Daniel Fields and his associates to turnpike a 
road in the county of Blount: an act to amend an act entitled an act to in¬ 
corporate Valley Creek Academy, in the county of Dallas; an act for the 
relief of Sally turner, executrix of Charles H. Turner, deceased ; an act 
to extend the powers of the orphans' court in certain cases, and for other 
purposes, and an act to incorporate the Tuscumbia rail way company. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the 
House of representatives entitled an act to establish the county of 
Lowndes, and have amended the same by striking out all of the first sec¬ 
tion after the enacting clause and substituting the accompanying amend¬ 
ment in lieu thereof, and by striking out the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 8th sec¬ 
tions of the bill, and by striking out the 7th section and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the section attached to said bill. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act more effectually to prevent the circu¬ 
lation of what are termed change bills or tickets. The question was on 
the amendments made by the Senate to said bill. Mr Durrett moved to 
amend the amendment made by the Senate, by striking out the word 
"three” to insert a larger sum, which was lost. Ordered, that the House 
concur in said amendment by striking out the words "one dollar" to insert 
"three dollars" in the 1st section of the bill. Mr Acklen moved that the 
House disagree to the amendment made by the Senate, by striking out 
the 2d section, which was carried. Yeas 42- Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clark, Coleman, Con¬ 
ner, Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Fearn, Fitts, Hodges, Horton, 

Hudson, J ack, J ackson, King, Lane, Ligon, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Murphree, 
Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, 

Taylor, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker, Barclay, Byrnes, Cole, Craig, 
Ellis, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Jones, Law¬ 
ler, Mardis Moore Morrissett, Oliver, Pope, Roulston, Van Dyke Weissinger, Young. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Banks made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled, the following bills : an act to 
revive and continue in force, an act to incorporate the town of Selma, in 
the county of Dallas, passed December 4th, 1820, and an act to incorpo¬ 
rate the library society of the bench and bar of the supreme court of Ala¬ 
bama. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend an act therein named, 
was called up and read a third time, and the question being put, shall this 
bill pass? it was determined in the negative. Yeas 30- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmatove are messrs 
Baker Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis 
Durrett Goldthwaite Hays Hodges Horton Hudson Lane Ligon McElderry Mobley 
Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Rather Robinson Ross Smith and Van Dyke. 



Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Acklen Banks Brodnax 
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Brown Byrnes Clark cole Conner Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Green Grigsby 
Hester J ack J ackson J ones King Lawler Mardis Massey Metcalfe Moore Murphree 
Penn Richardson Roulston Russell ship Taylor Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Acklen from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled an act regulating the duties of county treasurers, 
reported the following amendments : strike out in the fourth line of the 
first section, the words "every six months” and insert "annually, strike 
out in the eighth line all of the first section after the word "commissioners 
and insert the following in lieu thereof, "and shall be recorded in the 
county court of said county, and it shall be the duty of the treasurer to 
post a copy of said account on the court house door or some secure place 
therein at least one a year,” in the fourth line of the second section, after 
the word "name" insert the following words "of the judge,” strike our the 
whole of the third and fifth sections ; in which amendments the House 
concurred. The bill was then read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A Message from the Governor, by mr Thornton, Secretary of State. 

J anuary 16th, 1830. 

Mr. Speaker: The Governor did on this day, approve and sign the fol¬ 
lowing bills: an act to alter the time of holding he circuit courts of cer¬ 
tain counties therein named ; an act to authorize the commissioners offi¬ 
cers of the 11th regiment of Alabama militia, to fix a regimental muster 
ground ; an act to regulate proceedings in certain action of detinue ; an 
act to change the time of holding the county courts of certain counties 
therein mentioned ; an act supplementary to an act passed the 15th of 
J anuary, 1828, entitled an act to authorize the sales of the 16th sections 
and for other purposes ; an act authorizing a lottery for the benefit of Au¬ 
tauga lodge No. 31, of ancient free masons ; an act to amend an act passed 
December 10th, 1823, entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Huntsville fire engine company, passed December 10th, 1822, all of which 
originated in the House of Representatives. 

The bill entitled an act to amend the militia laws of this State being on 
its third reading, mr Clark moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, 
which was lost. Yeas 26- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Cole, Coopwood, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, For¬ 
rest, Goldthwatie, Hudson, J ones, Lawler, mardis, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, 
Morrissett, Richardson, Roulston, Ship, Smith, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, 
Bibb, Brodnax, Coleman, Conner, Cook Curtis, Dale, Flournoy, Green, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, J ackson, King, Lane, Mims, Mobley, Murphree, 

Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Taylor, 

Van Dyke and Ward. 

Mr Hester moved to fill the blank with seven hundred and fifty, (the 
compensation to the adjutant general,) which was lost. Yeas 25- Nays 39. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are 
messrs Speaker Acklen, Banks, Bibb, Brodnax, Byrnes, Conner, Craig, 

Dale, Fearn, Flournoy, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, J ack, King, Mims, Mob¬ 
ley, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Pope Robinson, Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Barclay, Bradford, 

Brown, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, 

Forrest, Green, Hays, Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Mar¬ 
dis, Massey, McElderry, Metcalfe, Morrisett, Oliver, Philpott, Rather, 

Richardson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weis- 



singer and Williams. 
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Mr Taylor moved to fill the blank with six hundred and fifty, which 
was lost. Yeas 27- Nays 36. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are 
messrs Speaker, Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates Brodnax, Byrnes, Conner, 

Cook, Craig, Dale, Fearn, Grigsby, Hester Hodges, Jack, Jackson, King, 

Ligon, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Oliver, Parsons, Pope, Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brown, 
Clark, Cole, Coopwood, Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Forrest, Green, 

Hays, Horton, Hudson, Jones, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McEldery, 
Metcalfe, Morrisett, Murphree, Philpott, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roul- 
ston, Roysdon, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Parsons moved to recommit the bill to the military committee. Mr 
Coopwood moved the following instructions, "to strike out all that part 
that requires the Governor to review the militia one during his term, all 
that part which takes from the people the election of their general officers, 
and that part in relation to fines for not carrying arms to muster. Mr 
Taylor moved to amend mr Coopwood's instructions by striking out all 
that part relative to carrying arms to muster, which was lost. Mr Phil¬ 
pott moved that the following instructions as an amendment to mr Coopwood's 
"and that part which requires the commissioned officers to assembly at 
the centre of brigades for the purpose of drill," which was carried ; the in- 
sructions as amended, were adopted. Mr Coopwood then moved to re¬ 
consider the vote, which was carried. Mr Taylor then moved that the 
bill be indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in their 
House entitled an act to require the purchasers of the lands of the United 
States, to pay the occupants for the improvement thereon, in which they 
ask the concurrence of your honorable body. 

Ordered, that mr Pope have leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of securities in 
Bank, was read a first time and the constitutional rule being dispensed 
wit, it was then read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further 
dispensed with, it was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the 
title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

And then the House adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

3 o'clock, P.M. the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to enable the State of Alabama 
to sell and dispose of certain reserved lands therein named, was read a 
first time. Mr Fearn moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which 
was carried. Yeas 37- Nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Messrs Acklen, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Cook, 

Dale, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Green Grigsby, Hays, Jackson, Jones, King, 

Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Penn, Rather, Richardson, 
Robinson, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Ward, Weissinger and 
Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker, Barclay, Bibb, 
Bradford, Coleman, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Durrett, Hester, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Lane, Ligon, McElderry, Murphree, Oli¬ 
ver, Parsons, Philpott, Pope, Ross, Roysdon, Van Dyke and Williams. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
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have postponed until the 1st day of J une next, a bill which originated to 
the House of Representatives entitled an act to designate a part of the line 
between the counties of Tuscaloosa and Bibb. 

The bill frm the Senate entitled an act to alter the time of holding the 
county courts of Jackson and Lauderdale counties, was read a first time, 
and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with, it was forthwith read a second time. Mr Russell moved to 
amend the bill by striking out of the third line of the first section, the 
word "fourth," and inserting in lieu thereof, the word 'third," which was 
carried. Mr Russell moved to amend the bill further by striking out of 
the fourth line of the second section, the word "fourth" and inserting in 
lieu thereof, the word "third." which was carried. Mr Craig moved to 
amend the bill by striking out all of the third and fourth sections thereof, 
which was carried ; and the rule being further dispensed with, the bill 
was forthwith read a third time and passed. Mr Russell moved to amend 
the title of the bill by striking out the words "and Lauderdale counties" 
and inserting after the word "J ackson" the word "county," which was 
carried. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have instructed me to inform you that they have concurred in the resolu¬ 
tion adopted by your honorable body, proposing to adjourn sine die on 
Wednesday the 20th inst. they have read three several times and pass¬ 
ed bills which originated in the House of Representatives entitled an act 
appointing commissioners to establish the line between the counties of 
Tuscaloosa, Greene and Pickens ; and an act the better to provide for the 
examination of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts of 
this State, which latter bill they have amended as herewith shewn, in 
which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They concur 
in the amendment made by your honorable body to the bill which origi¬ 
nated in the Senate entitled an act regulating the duties of county treasu¬ 
rers. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a joint resolution rati¬ 
fying the proposed amendments to the constitution of the State of alaba- 
ma, so as to limit the tenure of the judges' offices to six years. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend the law on the sub¬ 
ject of proving and recording deeds, was read a first time and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was 
forthwith read a second time and referred to the judiciary committee, 
with instructions to report on Monday. 

Mr Hudson moved that the House recede from their amendment by 
additional section No. 9 to the bill from the Senate entitled an act to au¬ 
thorize James Davis and associates to turnpike a certain road therein 
named, which was carried. 

The bill entitled an act to establish the county of Lowndes, was laid on 
the table for one hour. 

Mr Moore moved that the House disagree to the amendment of the 
Senate to the amendment of the House of Representatives, to the resolu¬ 
tion of he Senate proposing to go into the election of a president and 
twelve directors of the Bank, by striking out "Saturday" and inserting" 
Monday next," which was lost; the amendment of the Senate was then 
concurred in. 

Mr Conner moved that the House agree to the first amendment made 
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by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to appoint commissioners to mark 
and lay out a certain road therein specified, which was lost. Yeas 19- 
Nays 43. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
messrs Speaker, Banks, Bates, Byrnes, Conner, Cook, Dale, Durrett, Fits, 

Green, Flays, Jack, McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Parsons, Ross, Taylor and 
Van Dyke. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Acklen, Baker, Barclay, 

Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Coopwood, Curtis, Den¬ 
nis, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, FHester, Hodges, Horton, 

Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, Lawler, Mardis, Massey, Moore, Oli¬ 
ver, Penn, Philpott, Pope, Rather, Robinson, Roulston, Russell, Ship, 

Smith, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Mr Weissinger moved that the House disagree to the second amend¬ 
ment made by the Senate to said bill, which was carried. Yeas 56- Nays 2. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Messrs Speaker, Baker, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, 

Clark, Cole, Donner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, 

Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, 

Horton, Hudson, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane Lawler, Mardis, Massey, 

McElderry, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Parsons, Penn, Rather, Richardson, 

Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, Ward, 

Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Banks and Coleman. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Sen¬ 
ate have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
the Senate entitled an act to increase the capital stock of the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, in which they desire the concurrence of your honora¬ 
ble body. 

Mr Coopwood moved that the House insist on their disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled an act more effectually to 
prevent the circulation of what are termed change bills or tickets, which 
was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act repealing in part an act passed 
at the annual session of the General Assembly for the year eighteen hun¬ 
dred and twenty-nine, changing and designating the time of holding the 
circuit courts in the seventh and third judicial circuits for the State of 
Alabama, was read a first time. Mr Rather moved that the bill be post¬ 
poned till the first Monday in August next, which was lost; and the rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it 
was forthwith read a second time. The bill was then on motion of mr 
Flournoy, referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Flournoy, 

Hudson and Rather, with instructions to report on Monday morning next. 

And then the House of adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 

7 o'clock, P.M. The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Edmund Prince, 
was read the first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, it was forthwith read a second time. Mr 
Fearn moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was lost, yeas 
24- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Clark, Curtis, Ellis, Fearn, Green, Grigsby, Jones 
King, Lawler, Massey, Moore, Morrisett, Parsons, Rather, Richardson, Russell 
Ship, Smith Taylor Weissinger and Young. 
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Those who voted in the negative are messrs Speaker Baker Bates Brodnax 
Byrnes Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Fitts 
Flournoy Forrest Hays Hester Hodges Horton J ackson Lane Ligon McElderry 
Metcalfe Mims Murphree Oliver Philpott Robinson Ross Van Dyke Ward and 
Williams. 

Mr Moore moved to refer the bill to the committee on education, with 
instructions to inquire whether any more cases exist requiring similar re¬ 
lief, and if so, to include them in the bill. Mr Ligon moved to amend mr 
Moore's instructions, by striking out the word them and inserting the words 
such as appears by petition, which was lost. The bill was then made the 
special order for a third reading on Monday next at 4 o'clock, P.M. 

At 13 minutes after 8 o'clock, P.M. mr Brodnax moved that the House 
adjourn till V 2 past 9 o'clock A.M. on Monday next, which was carried. Mr 
Moore called for the yeas and nays. Yeas 41- Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker, Barclay, Bates, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Conner Cook 
Curtis Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Hays Horton 
Lane Lawler Ligon McElderry Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrisett Oliver Parson 
Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Taylor Van Dyke and 
Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bradford Clark Cole Coopwood 
Craig Dennis Grigsby Hester Hodges J ackson J ones King Massey Moore 
Murphree Philpott Ship Ward Weissinger and Young. 

And then the House adjourned till V 2 past 9 o'clock, AM on Monday next. 

Monday, J anuary 18, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication, which mr Goldth- 
waite moved to spread on the J ournal. Mr Ellis moved that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow, which was lost. Yeas 
20- Nays 48. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Baker Brodnax Cole Cook Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Green Lane 
Ligon McElderry Mobley Parsons Penn Ship Smith Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Barclay Bibb Bradford 
Brown Byrnes Clark Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis 
Durrett Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson 
J ack J ackson J ones King Lawler Mardis Masse Metcalfe Mims Moore 
Murphree Oliver Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston 
Roysdon Russell Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Baker moved the communication lie on the table, which was 
lost Yeas 25- nays 43. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Bibb, Brodnax, Cole, Coleman, Cook, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flour¬ 
noy, Forrest, Green, Hester, Lane, Ligon, Metcalfe, Mobley, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, 
Ship, Smith, Taylor and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, 
Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Gold¬ 
thwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, Jones, King, 

Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Philpott, Pope, Ra¬ 
ther, Richardson, Roulston, Robinson, Ross, Roysdon, Russell, Van Dyke, Ward, 
Weissinger and Williams. 

The question was again on mr Goldthwaite's motion. Mr Mobley moved 
to amend mr Goldthwaite's motion by inserting all communications in re¬ 
lation thereto which have appeared in the mobile Commercial Register, 



which was carried. Said communications are as follows: 

The last No. of the Commercial Register, a paper printed in the city of 
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Mobile, and of extensive circulation, contains a communication from J oseph 
Bates, a member of this House, from Mobile county, in which I am charged 
with having made "a wilful and gratuitous misrepresentation," in relation 
to the course pursued by mr Byrnes, a member from the same county, on 
the bill to close the land office at Courtland. I am particularly notices as 
the presiding officer of the House of Representatives, and mr Bates profes¬ 
ses to convict me of said charge by letters from messrs Ligon, Coleman, 

Horton, Hudson, Acklen, Fearn, Penn, Mobley, Fitts, Morrisett and Taylor, 
all members of this House. I cannot endure the idea of presiding over a 
body so distinguished for intelligence as this is, while under the imputation 
of a charge so vitally affecting my own reputation, and in which the charac¬ 
ter of the House, is in some degree, involved. I am sure that the members 
of this body have too exalted an opinion of its dignity and purity to con¬ 
sent that it shall be disgraced by retaining a man to preside over them, 
who could be guilty of the corruption implied in the charge which has been 
made by mr Bates. If it had been supported by the name of that gentle¬ 
man alone the House might, probably, conceive its time unprofitably em¬ 
ployed in taking any notice of it whatever. But it has the appearance of 
being sanctioned by several members, all of whom are highly respectable 
and most of them have become conspicuous at the present session for their 
intellectual and political attainment. I respectfully ask, that the House 
will elect a committee to investigate this accusation. If I should be found 
guilty, I shall desire to be sent back to my constituents loaded with your 
execrations. But if it should appear to be dictated alone by the malice of 
my accuser, if it should turn out to be altogether false, as I confidently be¬ 
lieve it will then he will find his reward in the just indignation of all good men. 

Extract of a letter to the Editors, dates TUSCALOOSA, Nov. 29, 1829. 

Nothing of importance to our section of the state has transpired since my 
last, except the election of a solicitor in the first judicial circuit, in which D. 
Crawford, Esq. succeeded by one voted on the sixty ballotting. The con¬ 
tested election between J ames J ackson and the returned member, Hugh 
M'Vay, from Lauderdale, will, I am inclined to believed, result in favor of 
the former. The committee on that subject have gotten through with the 
testimony, and the probability is that their report will justify my prediction, 
and be adopted by the Senate. Our friend and townsman, D. Crawford, 

Esq. had been solicited by both parties to appear as counsel, but peculiar 
circumstances induced him to decline a participation in the matter. The 
contest will however be argued to-morrow by J udge Gayle for J ackson, and 
J udge Shortridge for M'Vay. The land bill, (so called,) which closes the 
land office at Courtland until the first of January next, after having passed 
our house, was lost in the Senate, but on reconsideration was gain taken up 
and passed. Some of the commissioners are in attendance, awaiting the 
decision of the Legislature ; and I should be gratified to ascertain their in¬ 
nocence of charges, which at present appear too plausible. On this bill, 
my honorable colleague voted on one day for, and the next, against it. His 
reasons being his own, I have not requested them. 

Tuscaloosa. Dec. 14, 1829. Dear sir: Yours of this date is now before 
me and the Mobile paper to which you alluded. I see in the paper a para¬ 
graph mentioning the voted of some member, from the county of Mobile, I 
presume, voting one day for, and the next day against the bill to close the 
land office at Courtland. You seem to think that mr Byrnes is the gentleman 
alluded to by the writer of the letter published in the Mobile Commercial 
Register of te 7th inst. If you are correct in your conclusion, I can say, 
from a distinct recollection of mr Byrnes' course, in relation to the bill to 
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close the land office, that he never did vote against it, but that he voted 
against the motion, made immediately after the introduction of the bill, to dis¬ 
pense with the constitutional rule that requires all bills to be read on three 
several days, &c. This motion was made for the purpose of passing the bill 
without giving any time for reflection, and the bill in its shape, at that time, 
provided for closing the office to a time indefinite, which imperfection was 
discovered the next day, and amended on motion of one of the most devoted 
friends of the bill. I n justice to mr Byrnes I must say that he voted for the 
bill in all its stages in the House. With respect, your obedient servant. 

THO. COOPWOOD. 

Tuscaloosa. Dec. 14, 1829. If is certified that Tho. Fearn, a member from 
the county of Madison, obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an 
act to suspend the sale of the land granted to the state of Alabama, for the 
purpose of internal improvement, which was read a first time. Mr Fearn 
then moved that the rule, (which means the constitutional rule) requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be dispensed with, and that it be 
read a second time forthwith, which was lost by yeas and nays. On this 
motion mr Byrnes voted in the negative. On the final passage of the bill, 

I find mr Byrnes' name on the affirmative side of the question, and it does 
not appear from the journal that the voted against the bill. 

T.B. TUNSTALL, Clerk of the House of Reps. 

Extract of a letter from the hon. J ohn Gayle, dated TUSCALOOSA, Dec. 14, 1829. 

I have this moment received your note requesting me to state whether 
mr Byrnes voted against the bill to close the Land Office at Courtland, at 
any time while it was the subject of consideration in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. I regarded mr Byrnes as the decided advocate of that mea- 
sre in every state of its progress, and I am confident he voted for it 
whenever any question was submitted touching its merits. The bill was 
introduced immediately after the Governor's message was communicated, 
and without being anticipated by but ver few, if any. A motion was 
made, after it received, its first reading, to dispense with the constitutional 
rule requiring bills, &c. to be read on three several days. Against this 
motion I believe mr Byrnes voted, as did many of its warm supporters. It is 
proper to remark, that a voted on dispensing with this rule is no indication 
of a member's opinion on the merits of any measure, and is never taken as 
such. 

Tuscaloosa, Dec. 31, 1829. To the editors of the Mobile Commercial Re¬ 
gister.- Gentlemen : The Register of the.inst. contains certificates of 

mr Speaker Gayle and mr Coopwood of the House of Representatives, 
doubtless intended to impugn my veracity. The remark in my letter to 
you, which seems to have made it the duty of Col. Hogan to procure their 
certificates, was a casual one, and made in most perfect good nature, and 
by me thought to be of no sort of importance, for I can assure your, I have 
no feelings of hostility towards mr Byrnes, and I am willing to believe be 
discharged his duty to his constituents to the best of his judgement, and such 
advice as his experience has possibly led him to receive. That he did voted 
one day with the opponents, and the next day with the friends of the famous 
land bill is literally true. It is equally true that, on a subsequent occasion, 
he voted for the postponement to a day beyond the session, of a bill intro¬ 
duced by himself to charge, if not to amend the road law. But I do not charge 
mr Byrnes with sinister or improper motives. He, like myself, is without 
experience in legislation, and like myself, liable to err in many points of 
legislative etiquette. It is indeed no novel thing for young members some¬ 
times to misunderstand a question as stated from the chair. I am sorry I 
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cannot say as much in favor of mr Speaker Gayle, mr Hogan and mr Coop- 
wood ; and that a regard for my own reputation has compelled me to take 
some pains to convict the first named gentleman of wilful and gratuitous 
misrepresentation. Apart from him, I should not have notices the other 
two; they are well know and require no accusing. But the exalted sta¬ 
tion of mr G. placed him above my contempt. You will please ; therefore, 
publish the enclosed documents, which are in answer to inquiries I pro¬ 
pounded to the gentlemen therein named, and which I flatter myself will 
be deemed conclusive as to the correctness of my statement regarding mr 
Byrnes' vote, and at the same time place mr Speaker Gayle before the pub¬ 
lic in the light he stands with those who know him best. My education, 
habits and inclination unite to forbid my continuing a paper warfare with a 
gentleman whose experience and know partiality for this mode of contro¬ 
versy give him an advantage which I am not disposed to yield him; but I 
presume whoever reads the enclosed certificates will not agree with mr 
Gayle that mr Byrnes was regarded as the decided advocate of that measure 
(closing the land office at Courtland,) in every stage of it progress, and that 
he voted for it, whenever any question was submitted touching its merits. 

JOSEPH BATES, Jun. 

Tuscaloosa, December 31, 1829. 

Maj. J oseph Bates, jr. Sir: In reply to your note of this morning, I will 
take up the inquiries in the order in which they occur. You request me to 
state how mr Brynes voted the first day of the land bill, for closing the land 
office at Courtland, and if it is not my opinion that he was decidedly in 
opposition to the bill on that day, and if on the second day he did not vote 
in favor of its provision. In reply I would state, that I was violently op¬ 
posed to the bill, and felt strongly inclined to the belief that mr Byrnes voted 
with me on the day on which the bill was introduced. I am confident that 
he voted against the motion to dispense with the constitutional rule on that 
day, and believe that he voted against the second reading of the bill; tho' 
of this I cannot speak with absolute certainty. I would further state that 
he voted in favor of the bill the next day, and in favor of a motion to dis¬ 
pense with the constitutional rule, similar to the one made on the day be¬ 
fore, against which he voted. I know not in what right he was viewed by 
the friends of the bill, whether as a convert of not, but I experienced much 
mortification in consequence of his leaving the ranks in which I was march¬ 
ing. I n further answering, I would state, that I heard a report, (but from 
what source emanating I cannot say.) that mr Byrnes, in reply to an inquiry 
from some gentleman, stated that as such and been said on one side as the 
other, and that he voted as mr Coopwood did, which I never have heard 
contradicted. Respectfully yours, DAVID G. LIGON. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and agree with mr Ligon in my re 
collection of the course pursued by mr Byrnes in relation to closing the land 
office. Respectfully yours. DANI EL COLEMAN. 

Maj. J. Bates, jr. Sir: In reply to your letter of this date, I have to 
state that mr Byrnes did voted against the bill mentioned in your note, and 
against dispensing with the constitutional rule, on the day on which the 
bill was introduced, and on the days after he voted, both in favor of the 
bill, and a motion to dispense with the constitutional rule. Respectfully 
yours, A.C. HORTON. 

I have examined the foregoing, and, to the best of my recollection, 
it is correct. BEN. HUDSON. 

Tuscaloosa, Dec. 31, 1829. Maj. J. Bates, jr.- Sir: I n answer to your 
note of the 31st inst. requesting me to state my recollection of mr Byrnes' 



course, in regard to the land bill for closing the land office at Courtland, I 
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cannot now distinctly recollect the various questions which arose upon the 
bill in its progress through the house, or his several votes thereon, but I am 
well assured of one fact, that at some stage of the bill he voted with its op- 
ponets, and at another time I am equally certain he voted with it friends. 

This I have not heard him deny. Yours, &c. WM. ACKLEN, J r. 

Tuscaloosa, Dec. 31. 1829. Maj. J. Bates, jr.- Sir: Your note of this 
morning, making inquiries of me relative to the course pursed by your col¬ 
league, mr Byrnes, when the bill for closing the land office was before the 
House, is now before me ; and, in answer, I have to state that I cannot, af¬ 
ter this lapse of time, recollect with distinctness all the different questions 
taken upon that bill during the first day ; but feel confident, from the impres¬ 
sion left on my mind, that mr B. did, during the first day, voted uniformly 
with the opponents of the measure, and was numbered amongst them until 
he took the opposite side the following day. The report mentioned in the 
concluding part of your note, relative to the reasons assigned by mr Byrnes 
for his vote on the first day, I well recollect to have heard jocularly stated in 
conversation, substantially as expressed by you, and have not since heard it 
contradicted. Yours, very respectfully, THOS. FEARN. 

I concur with Dr Fearn in his impressions of the course pursued by mr 
Byrnes, on the introductions of the bill closing the land office at Courtland. 
The report in relation to the reasons assigned by mr Bynres for his opposition 
to the bill on the first day, I did not hear, Respectfully, J AS . PENN. 

My recollection upon the first part of mr Bates' letter, corresponds with 
Dr Fearn and Maj. Penn. The circumstance was forcibly and, I think, in- 
dellibly impressed on my mind, by the very great excitement which prevail¬ 
ed in the House of Representatives at that time, and the moment mr Byrnes 
voted on the second day, I remarked it, and have often since mentioned it. 

I have heard many gentlemen, and among other, I think, Col. Hogan, tell¬ 
ing the story as a good joke, that Byrnes had said, on being spoken to, that 
there was as much said on one side as the other. WM. TAYLOR. 

I concur with Dr Fearn in his impression of the course pursued by mr 
Byrnes on the introduction of the bill closing the land office at Courtland. 
Respectfully, &c. 

Sir: not intending to take any part in newspaper discussion, but feeling 
it my duty to state facts when called on, so far as I may be in possession of 
them; I deem it proper to state that I have a distinct recollection of the 
votes given by mr Byrnes, when the bill for closing the land office at Court- 
land was before the House. He did, during the first day, voted uniformly 
with the opponents of the bill. I mentioned to Maj. Hogan immediate¬ 
ly after the House adjourned, at his room, with a view of getting him to use 
his influence, if he had any, with mr Byrnes, to convince him to the contra¬ 
ry, as I felt much interest in the subject, to which he replied that he thought 
mr Byrnes would go right. JOHN FITTS. 

Tuscaloosa, Dec. 31, 1829. Dear Sir: In answer to your note, request¬ 
ing me to state how mr Byrnes voted on the bill to close the land office at 
Courtland, I can only say that I did not distinctly recollect all the questions 
voted on in relation to it: but whatever they were, my recollection is that 
mr Byrnes voted against the friends of the bill, and with those opposed to it 
the first day only ; and in favor of it at all subsequent stages until its final 
passage. J OHN MORRISETT. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker- the Senate ad¬ 
here to their amendments to the bill entitled an act more effectually to pre¬ 
vent the circulation of what are termed change bills or tickets, by striking 
out the 2d section thereof, and have appointed a committee on their part 
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consisting of messrs J ackson, Garth and Vining to confer with such com¬ 
mittee as may be appointed on the part of your honorable body in relation 
to said amendment. They have indefinitely postponed bills which origina¬ 
ted in the House of Representatives entitled an act to repeal in part an act 
passed 13th day of J an. 1827, entitled an act to raise a revenue for the sup¬ 
port of government until otherwise altered by law, and for other purposes ; 
and an act to attach a part of the counties of Clarke and Wilcox to the coun¬ 
ty of Monroe and for other purposes. 

Mr Roysdon offered the following resolution : Resolved, that a committee 
of five members be elected to investigate the conduct of John Gayle, Spea¬ 
ker of this House, relative to the truth of falsehood of certain statements 
made by said John Gayle in relation certain votes give by mr Byrnes a 
member of this House on the bill to close the land office at Courtland. 

Mr Ligon, from the judiciary committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act to prescribe the manner in which the oaths of office shall be 
administered to the members and officers of the General assembly, reported 
the bill without amendment, and as expedient to pass into a law. Mr Ligon 
then moved to recommit the bill, which was lost. Mr Parsons moved that 
it be indefinitely postponed, which was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to appoint commissioners to mark 
out a road through that part of Pike county now occupied by the Creek I n- 
dians, and for other purposes, was read a third time, and the question be¬ 
ing put, shall this bill pass, it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 42 
- Nays 18. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Banks Barclay Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cook, Coopwood Curtis 
Dennis Durrett Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Hays Hester Hodges Hor¬ 
ton Hudson Jack Jackson King Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey M'Elderry Mims 
Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Ross Roulston Ship Smith 
and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Bibb Cole Coleman 
Conner Ellis Fearn Green Grigsby Lane Metcalfe Moore Roysdon Taylor Van 
Dyke Weissinger Williams and Young. 

The bill entitled an act incorporating the town of Hazlegreen in Madi¬ 
son county, was read the second time and the constitutional rule being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was read the third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that 
the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

Mr Conner, from the judiciary committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act to amend the law on the subject of proving and recording 
deeds, reported the bill without amendment and that the laws of Congress 
have already provided for the subject matter of the bill. Mr Moore moved 
that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until the first Monday 
in August next, which was carried. 

Mr Flournoy, from the select committee to which was referred the bill 
entitled an act repealing in part and amending an act passed at the annual 
session of the General Assembly for the year 1829, changing and designating 
the time of holding the circuit courts in the seventh and third judicial cir¬ 
cuits of the state of Alabama, reported a substitute in lieu thereof. Mr 
Flornoy then moved to amend the bill by way of substitute in lieu of the 
one just reported. Mr Ellis moved that the bill and amendments be post¬ 
poned till the first Monday in August next, which was lost. Yeas 30- 
Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 



Acklen Banks Bates Bradford Byrnes Conner Cook Curtis Dale Dennis Ellis 
33 
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Grigsby Jack Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Murphree Parsons Penn Rather 
Richardson Robinson Roysdon Russell Ship Taylor Ward Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Baker Barclay Bibb Clark Cole¬ 
man Coopwood Craig Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Flays Hes¬ 
ter Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lawler Ligon McElderry Moore 
Morrisett Oliver Philpott Pope Ross Roulston Smith Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

The resolution of mr Roysdon proposing to elect a committee of five 
members to investigate the conduct of J ohn Gayle was then adopted. The 
house then proceeded to the election of a committee, whereupon messrs 
Conner, Mardis, Oliver, Parsons and McElderry were elected said com¬ 
mittee. 

And then the house adjourned till four o'clock this evening. 

At four o'clock the house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, that Messrs Parsons, Coleman and Fearn be appointed a com¬ 
mittee to confer with the committee appointed on the part of the Senate 
on the subject of disagreement between the two Houses on the amendments 
made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act more effectually to prevent 
the circulation of what are termed change bills or ticketts. 

The bill entitled an act to establish the boundary line between the 
counties of St. Clair and J efferson and to repeal an act entitled ana t to 
alter the boundary lien of Jefferson county, was read the second time. 

Mr Brown moved to refer the bill to the Representatives of the counties of 
St. Clair, Shelby, and J efferson, with instructions to report to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, which was lost. Mr Forest moved that the bill be indefinitely postpo¬ 
ned, which was lost. Yeas 13- Nays 49. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Brown Byrnes Ellis Forrest Jack King M'Elderry Mobley Robinson Ross Roulston 
Van Dyke and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Baker Banks Bates Bibb 
Bradford Brodnax Clark Cole Coleman Conner Curtis Dennis Durrett Fitts Fearn 
Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson 
Jones Lane Ligon Mardis Massey Metcalfe Mims Moore Morrissett Murphree Oliver 
Parsons Pope Rather Richardson Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Taylor Ward 
Weissinger and Young. 

Mr Forrest moved to amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting in lieu of thereof a substitute. A division of the question 
being called for, the vote was taken on striking out, which was lost. Yeas 
22- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Brown, Byrnes, Cook, Craig, Dennis, Ellis, Fearn, Forrest, Horton, Jack, King, 
M'Elderry, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Parsons, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Taylor, 

Van Dyke, and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs Acklen, Baker, Banks, Bates, Bibb, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Clark, Cole, Conner, Curtis, Dale, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, 

Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, J ackson, J ones, Lawler, Ligon, 

Mardis, Massey, Mims, Murphree, Oliver, Rather, Roysdon, Ship, Ward, Weis¬ 
singer, and Young. 

Mr Coopwood then moved that the bill be referred to a select committee 
with instructions to report to-morrow morning, which was carried ; 
whereupon messrs Conner Ellis and Rather, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle: Mr Speaker- The Senate have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in their house, 
entitled an act supplementary to an act to change the time of holding the 



circuit courts in the counties of Henry Dale, Covington, Baldwin and Mo¬ 
bile, passed J an. 13, 1830, in which they ask the concurrence of your 
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honorable body. They have indefinitely postponed a bill which originated 
in the House of Representatives, entitled an act prescribing more fully the 
manner in which accounts against the state shall be authenticated and cer¬ 
tified for keeping state prisoners. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled an act to establish the 
county of Lowndes being under consideration : Mr Taylor moved to amend 
the first section by striking out "township 14, at range 12." and inserting 
"north half of township 11, range 19." A division of the question being 
called for, the vote was first taken on striking out, and lost. Mr Robinson 
moved to disagree to the amendment of the senate to the 7th section of the 
bill, which was lost. Mr Goldthwaite then moved that the House concur in 
all the amendments made by the Senate to said bill, which was carried. 

Yeas 50- Nays 17. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Baker Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brown Clark Cole Coleman Conner 
Coopwood Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green 
Hester Horton Hudson Jackson Lane Ligon Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe 
Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Roulston 
Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Cook Ellis Forrest Grigsby 
Hodges Jack Jones Lawler Mims Mobley Richardson Robinson Ross Taylor and 
Van Dyke. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to esta¬ 
blish La Grange college ; and an act for the relief of securities in Bank. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of Edmund Prince, 
was read the third time, and the, and the question being put, Shall this bill pass? it 
was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 32- nays 27. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Speaker Baker Barclay Brodnax Clark Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood 
Craig Curtis Dennis Durrett Flournoy Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ack- 
son King Lane Ligon Murphree Oliver Philpott Richardson Robinson Ross Ward 
and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Bibb Bradford Brown Ellis 
Fearn Fitts Green Grigsby Jones Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mims Moore 
Morrisett Parsons Penn Rather Roulston Roysdon Russell Taylor Van Dyke 
Weissinger and Young. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. And then the House adjourned till x h after 6 o'clock. 

At half after six o'clock, the House met pursuant to adjournment. On 
motion of mr Acklen: Resolved, that the Senate be informed that the House 
is now ready to receive them for he purpose of going into the election of a 
President and Directors of the Bank of State of Alabama, five Canal 
Commissioners, and seven Commissioners for the Board of Internal Im¬ 
provement, and members of the Medical Board. 

The bill entitled an act regulating appeals taken from the county to the 
circuit court, was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title 
be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act to annex a part of Greene to Pickens, and to as¬ 
certain and mark out the dividing line between those counties, was read 
a second time and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Flour¬ 
noy; Richardson and Penn. 

The engrossed bill from the Senate entitled an act to extend the time for 



final settlement of the accounts of the tax collector of Morgan county, was 
read a second time. 
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The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives 
and having taken the seats the two Houses proceeded to the election of a 
President of the Bank of the State of Alabama. Dr. J ohn L. Tindall alone 
being in nomination. For Dr Tindall 85 votes. 

Those who voted for Dr Tindall are messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Edmondson, Evans, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, Irwin, Merriwether, Moore, Morton, 
Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, Watkins, Wood. Reps, mr Speaker, Ack- 
len, banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, 
Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, 
Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Horton, 
Hudson, J ack, J ones, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry 
Metcalfe, Mobley, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, 

Pope, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Tay¬ 
lor, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

John L. Tindall having received all the votes present, was declared by 
Mr Speaker to be duly elected President of the Bank of the state of Ala¬ 
bama for the present year. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of twelve Directors of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama for the present year; Benjamin B. Fon¬ 
taine, William G. Parish, Constantine Perkins, Thomas Owen, Henry a. 

Snow, John H. Sommerville, James Guild, William R. Colgin, A. P. Bald¬ 
win, J ohn 0. Cummins, J ames H. Dearing, J ames M. Davenport, Samuel 
B. Ewing, Thomas R. Bolling, Charles Lewin, Charles S. Pattison, Na¬ 
than Hughes, Gilbert Saltonstall, Benjamin G. Sims, Frederick C. Ellis, Ira 
Griffin and J ohn H. Vincent being in nomination. The votes stood thus: 
for mr Perkins 79- mr Parish 74- mr Ewing 70- mr Fontaine 65- mr som¬ 
merville 61- mr Bolling 60- mr Saltonstall 58- mr Colgin 57- mr Lew¬ 
in 57- mr Owen 56- mr Dearing 53- mr Ellis 52- mr Snow 51- mr Pat¬ 
tison 42- mr guild 41- mr Cummins 34- mr Hughes 33- mr Vincent 36 
- mr Davenport 31- mr Sims 29- mr Griffin 27- mr Baldwin 26. 

Those who voted for mr Fontaine are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmondson 
Garth Hogan I rwin J ackson Merriwether Morton Pickett Vining Walthall Watkins. 
Reps. Banks Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Conner 
Cook Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Green Hester 
Hodges Horton J ack J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey McElder¬ 
ry Metcalfe Mims Moore Moorisett Murphree Parsons Penn Philpot Pope Rather 
Richardson Robinson Ross Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted for Mr Parish are, messrs Abercrombie, Conner, Crawford, 
Edmondson, Evans, Garth, Hogan, Hubbard, Irwin, Merriwether, Moore, Perry, 
Pickett, Smith, Vining, Walthall, Watkins. Reps, mr Speaker Acklen, Banks, 
Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Coleman, Conner, Cook, Coop- 
wood, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, 
Green, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, Jones, King, Lane, 
Lawler, Ligon, Mardis McElderry, Metcalfe, Mims, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, 

Parsons, Penn, Philpot, Rather, Richardson, Robinson, Roulston, Roysdon, Rus¬ 
sell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke, Ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Perkins are messrs Abercrombie Conner Crawford Ed¬ 
mondson Evans Garth Hogan Irwin Jackson Merriwether Moore Perry Pickett 
Smith Vining Walthall Wood. Reps, mr Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Coleman Conner cook Coop- 
wood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Green 
Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ackson J ones King Lane Law¬ 
ler Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mims Moore Morrisett Murphree Parsons 
Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roysdon Ship Smith Taylor 



Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Owen are messrs Abercrombie Conner Crawford Ed¬ 
mondson Evans Garth Irwin Merriwether Moore Morton Pickett Smith Vin- 
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ing Walthall Watkins. Reps, mr Speaker Bates Banks Bibb Bradford Clark Cole 
Coleman Conner Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Ellis Forrest Green Hays Hester 
Hodges J ack J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe 
Moore Oliver Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Ship Ward Weissinger Williams 
and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Snow are messrs Conner Crawford Evans Garth Hogan 
Hubbard Merriwether Moore Pickett Vining Walthall Watkins Wood Reps mr 
Speaker Banks Barclay Bradford Broadnax Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Conner Curtis 
Dale Dennis Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Green Hays J ack Ligon Mardis Massey 
McElderry Metcalfe Mims Mobley Morrisett Murphree Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Robinson Ross Roysdon Ship Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Sommerville are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmond¬ 
son Evans Hogan Hubbard J ackson Merriwether Moore Morton Perry Pickett Vin¬ 
ing Walthall Wood Reps mr Speaker Acklen Baker Barclay Bates Bibb Brod- 
nax Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest 
Goldthwaite Grigsby Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack King Lane Ligon Mar¬ 
dis McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Murphree Oliver Parson Penn Philpott Pope 
Richardson Robinson Ross Roysdon Russell Smith Taylor and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted for mr Guild are messrs Crawford Edmondson Evens Hogan 
Merriwether Morton Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins. Reps Banks Bar¬ 
clay Clark Cole Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Green Hudson J ack 
Jackson Mardis Metcalfe Morrisett Oliver Parsons Richardson Ross Roulston Roys¬ 
don Russell Ship Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Colgin are messrs Abercrombie Crawford Garth Hogan 
Jackson Merriwether Moore Morton Vining Walthall Watkins. Reps, mr Spea¬ 
ker Acklen Baer Banks Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Cole Conner Coop¬ 
wood Curtis Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Green Hays J ack J ackson J ones law- 
ler Ligon Mardis Massey Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons 
Penn Philpot Pope Richardson Robinson Ross ship Smith Van Dyke Weissinger 
Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Baldwin are messrs Hubbard Jackson Moore Watkins 
Reps. Acklen Baker Brodnax Byrnes Cole Dennis Ellis Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite 
Jack Lawler Mardis McElderry Metcalfe Mims Mobley Oliver Roysdon Ward Weis¬ 
singer and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Cummins are messrs Edmondson Evans J ackson Morton 
Perry Walthall. Reps. Baker Barclay Bates Bibb Byrnes Cole Coleman Craig 
Ellis Fitts Grigsby Hudson J ack J ones Lane Mims Oliver Penn Rather Ross Roys¬ 
don Smith Taylor Van Dyke Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Dearing are messrs Conner Crawford Garth Hogan Ir¬ 
win Merriwether Moore Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins. Reps. Acklen 
Banks Barclay Bates Brown Byrnes Clark Cole Coopwood Curtis Dale Dennis Dur¬ 
rett Flournoy Green Hays Hodges Hudson J ack J ackson J ones King Lawler Mardis 
Massey, Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrisette Pope Rather Richardson Roulston 
Roysdon Russell Ship Smith Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Davenport are messrs Abercrombie J ackson Morton 
Vining Walthall. Reps. Baker Bates Bibb Cole Coleman Conner Curtis Ellis Fearn 
Fitts Flournoy Green hays Hester Jack Lawler Mardis Metcalfe Mobley Moore Mor¬ 
risett Parsons Penn Robinson Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Ewing are messrs Abercrombie Conner Crawford Ed¬ 
mondson Evans Hogan Hubbard Irwin Jackson Merriwether Morton Perry Pickett 
Smith Vining Watkins Wood. Reps, mr Speaker Acklen baker Banks Barclay Bibb 
Brodnax Byrnes Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Dur¬ 
rett Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton 
Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mims 



Moore Murphree Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Rouls- 
ton Russell Van Dyke and Ward. 

Those who voted for mr Bolling are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmondson 
Evans Hogan Hubbard J ackson Merriwether Morton Perry Vining Watkins wood 
Reps, mr Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes 
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Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Curtis Dale Dennis Fearn Fitts Forrest Gold- 
thwaite Green Grigsby Fiodges Florton King Lane Ligon Massey Mims Mobley Moore 
Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpot Pope Rather Richardson Robinson 
Ross Roulston Taylor and Van Dyke. 

Those who voted for mr Lewin are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmondson Garth 
Hubbard Irwin Morton Perry Smith Wood. Reps. Baker Banks Barclay Bradford 
Brodnax Byrnes Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Dennis Durrett Fearn Forrest Hester 
Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry 
Mims Mobley Moor Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Pen Philpot Pope Rather ro- 
binson Ross Roulston Russell Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted for mr Pattison are messrs Abercrombie Conner Hubbard Irwin 
Merriwether Morton Perry. Reps. Acklen Baker Banks Bradford Brodnax coleman 
Cook coopwood craig Dennis Forrest Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson 
J ackson J ones King Lane Ligon McElderry Murphree Oliver Philpot Rather Rich¬ 
ardson Robinson Roulston Russell Taylor ward Williams. 

Those who voted mr Hughes are messrs Conner Crawford Edmondson Evans Ho¬ 
gan Hubbard Moore Perry Pickett Smith wood. Reps, mr speaker Barclay Bates Brad¬ 
ford Brown cook Ellis Goldthwaite Grigsby Horton King Massey Metcalfe Ross Rouls¬ 
ton Roysdon Russell Ship Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Those who vote for mr Saltonstall are messrs Abercrombie Garth Hubbard Irwin 
Jackson Morton Smith Walthall Watkins. Reps. Acklen Baker Bates Bibb Brodnax 
Brown Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn 
Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Green Hays Hester Hodges Hudson J ackson J ones 
Lane lawler Ligon McElderry Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Par¬ 
sons Penn Pope Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Smith Taylor Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted for Mr Sims are Messrs Conner, Garth, Jackson, Moore, Per¬ 
ry, Smith, Wood. Reps. Acklen Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Clarke, 

Ellis, Flornoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Horton, Metcalfe, Murphree, Roul¬ 
ston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor. 

Those who voted for Mr Ellis are Messrs Crawford, Edmondson, Evans, Hub¬ 
bard, Irwin, Moore, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Wood. Reps. Mr Speaker Acklen, 

Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Byrnes, Clarke, Conner, Cook, Coopwood, Craig, 

Curtis, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flornoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hes¬ 
ter, Hodges, Horton, Hudson, J ones, King, Lawler, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Mor¬ 
risett, Rather, Roulston, Roysdon, Russell, Ship, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke, 

Williams. 

Those who voted for mr Griffin are Messrs Garth, Irwin, Moore, Wood. Reps. 

Mr Speaker, Bates, Bibb, Brown, Byrnes, Clarke, Cook, Craig, Ellis, Flornoy, 

Forrest, Grigsby, Jackson, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Mobley, Oliver, Ship, 

Smith, Taylor, Ward, Williams. 

Those who voted for mr Vincent are messrs Crawford, Evans, Garth, Hogan, 
Hubbard, Irwin, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Watkins, Wood. Reps. Mr speaker, 

Bated, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Conner, Fearn, Fitts, Flornoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, 

Hays, Horton, Hudson, King, Ligon, Mobley, Morrisett, Perry, Philpott, Pope, 

Rather, Roulston, Roysdon, van Dyke. 

Constantine Perkins, William G. Parish, Samuel B. Ewing, Benjamin B. 

Fontaine. J ohn H. Sommerville, Thomas R. Bolling, Gilbert Saltonstall, 

William R. Colgin, Charles Lewin, Thomas Owen, James H. Dearing, and 
Frederick C. Ellis, having received a majority of the whole number of votes 
were declared by mr Speaker to be duly elected Directors of the Bank of 
the State of Alabama for the present year. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect five canal commissioners, 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river, J ohn J. 

Ormond. John Sutherland, jun. John Craig, William I. Adair, Nicholas 



Davis and Isaac lane, being in nomination. The vote stood thus : for Mr 
Ormond 58- Mr Sutherland 57- Mr Craig 78- Mr Adair 83- Mr Lane 
81- Mr Davis 83. 
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Those who voted for mr Ormond are mr President, Conner, Crawford, Evans, 
Hubbard, Irwin, Moore, Perry, Pickett, Smith, Vining, Watkins, Wood. Reps- 
Mr Speaker, Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, 

Cook, Coopwood, Curtis, Durett, Fearn, Fitts, Goldthwaite, Greene Grigsby, 

Hodges, Hudson, Jack, King, Lane, Lawler, Ligon Mardis, Massey, Mims, Mo¬ 
bley, Moore, Morrisett Murphree Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Richardson Robinson 
Roulston Roysdon Russell Smith Van Dyke Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Sutherland are mr President Abercrombie Crawford 
Edmondson Evans Garth Hogan Hubbard J ackson Merriwether Morton Perry 
Smith Walthall Wood. Reps. Mr Speaker Bates Barclay Bibb Brodnax Byrnes 
Clark Cole Coleman Conner Craig Dale Dennis Ellis Fitts Forrest Greene Grigs¬ 
by Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ackson J ones Lawler Ligon Massey 
McElderry Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Ross Roysdon Taylor Ward 
Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted for mr Craig are mr President Abercrombie Conner Crawford 
Edmondson Evans Garth Hogan Hubbard Irwin Jackson Merriwether Moore 
Morton Perry Pickett Vining Walthall Watkins. Reps. Acklen Baker Banks 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Cole Conner Cook Coopwood Craig Curtis 
Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Greene Grigsby Hays 
Hester Horton Hudson J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey 
McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Penn Pope Rather 
Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Smith Taylor Van Dyke 
Weissinger and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Adair are mr President Abercrombie Conner Edmondson 
Garth Hogan I rwin J ackson Merriwether Moore Morton Perry Pickett Smith Vi- 
ving Walthall Watkins Wood. Reps. Mr Speaker Acklen Baker Banks Barclay 
Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Conner Cook Coopwood 
Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Forrest Goldthwaite Greene 
hays Hester Hodges Horton J ack J ackson J ones King Lane Lawler Ligon Mardis 
massey McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn 
Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell Smith Taylor 
Van Dyke, ward, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Davis are mr President Abercrombie Conner Crawford 
Edmondson Evans Garth Hogan Hubbard I rwin J ackson Merriwether Moore Mor¬ 
ton Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins Wood. Reps mr Speaker Ack¬ 
len Baker Banks Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Cole Coleman 
Conner cook Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts 
Forrest Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ackson 
Jones King Lane Lawler Mardis McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Mor- 
phree Oliver Parsons Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston 
Roysdon Russell Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Lane are messrs Abercrombie Conner Crawford Ed¬ 
mondson Evans Garth Hogan Hubbard Irwin Jackson Merriwether Moore Mor¬ 
ton Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Watkins Wood. Reps, mr Speaker Acklen 
Baker Banks, Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Clark Cole Coleman Conner cook 
Coopwood Craig Curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Forrest Goldthwaite 
Green Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ackson J ones King 
Lane Ligon Mardis Massey McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree 
Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Russell 
Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

J ohn J. Ormond, J ohn Craig, William I. Adair Nicholas Davis and 
I saac lane, having received a majority of the whole number of votes, were 
declared by mr Speaker to be duly elected canal commissioners for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee river. 



The two houses then went into the election of members of the board of 
internal improvement for the state of Alabama and proceeded first to the 
election of a commissioner or member of the board of internal improvement 
from the Mobile river district, J ack F. Ross and Henry Hitchcock being 
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in nomination. The vote stood thus : for Mr Hitchcock 42 - for Mr 
Ross 44. 

Those who voted for mr Hitchcock are mr Mr President Crawford Evans Hogan 
Hubbard Merriwether Moore Morton Perry Pickett Smith. Reps, mr Speaker 
Byrnes Clark Cole Conner Coopwood Curits Dennis Ellis Fitts Forres Gold- 
thwaite Green Grigsby Hester Hodges Jones King Lawler Mardis Massey 
McElderry Mims Parsons Pope Richardson Russell Van Dyke Weissinger Wil¬ 
liams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Ross are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmondson 
Garth I rwin J ackson Vining Walthall Wood. Acklen Baker Banks Barclay Bates 
Bibb Bradford Brodnax Coleman Cook Craig Dale Durrett Fearn Flornoy Hays 
Horton Hudson J ack J ackson Lane Ligon Mobley Moore Murphree Oliver Penn 
Philpott Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Taylor and Ward. 

J ack F. Ros having received a majority of votes was declared by mr 
Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal improve¬ 
ment from the Mobile river district. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a commissioner or member of 
the board of internal improvement from the Tombeckbe river district, 

George S. Gaines alone being in nomination. 

Those who voted for mr Gaines are mr President Abercrombie Conner Crawford 
Edmondson Evans Hogan Hubbard I rwin Jackson Merriwether Moore Morton Perry 
Pickett Smith Vining Walthall wood. Reps Mr Speaker Acklelen Baker Banks 
Barclay Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark Cole Coleman Conner Cook 
coopwood craig curtis Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flornoy Forrest Gold- 
thwaite Greene Grgsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton J ack J ackson J ones King 
Lane Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Oliver Parsons 
Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon Russell 
Taylor Van Dyke ward weissnger williams and Young. 

George s. Gaines having received all the votes present: was declared by 
mr Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal improve¬ 
ment. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a member of the board of 
internal improvement from the Alabama river district, J ohn Martin and 
Charles Tate being in nomination. For mr Martin 37- for mr Tate 44. 

Those who voted for mr Martin are messrs Evans Hubbard Hogan Irwin Merriwether 
Moore Pickett Vining. Reps mr speaker Barclay Bradford Byrnes dark cole Con¬ 
ner coopwood Dennis Ellis Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Jones King 
Lawler Mardis Massey Mims Murphree Philpott Richardson Roysdon Russell Van 
Dyke weissinger and williams. 

Those who voted for m rTate are mer Prsident Abercrombie Conner crawford 
Edmondson J ackson Morton Perry Smith walthall wood. Reps. Baker Banks Bibb 
coleman craig curtis Dale Durrett Fearn Fitts Flornoy Forrest Greene Horton 
Hudson J ackson Lane Ligon McElderry Mobley Moore Morrisett Parsons Penn Pope 
Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Taylor Ward and Young. 

Charles Tait having received a majority of votes was declared by mr 
Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal improvement 
for the state of Alabama. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a member of the board of inter¬ 
nal improvement for the Black Warrior river district, Peyton King. Wm. 

Nichols, J ames H. Dearing and J ohn R. Witherspoon, being in nomina¬ 
tion, For mr King 42- mr Nichols 4- mr Dearing 14- mr Witherspoon 32. 

Those who voted for mr King are messrs Edmondson Evans Hogan Hubbard 
J ackson Morton wood. Reps. Acklen Baker Barclay Bates Bibb coleman cook craig 
Dennis Durrett Flornoy Forrest Goldthwaite Hester Hudson King Lane Lawler 



Ligon Mardis Massey McElderry Moore Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpot Pope 
Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Roysdon and Ward. 

Those who voted for mr Nichols are messrs Moore Perry Smith. Rep. Ellis 
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Those who voted for mr Dearing are mr President Abercrombie Conner I rwin 
Vining, Reps. Banks Bradford Fearn Fitts Greene J ackson weissinger and wil¬ 
liams. 

Those who voted for mr Witherspoon are messrs crawford Merriwether Pickett 
and walthall. Reps, mr Speaker Byrnes dark cole coopwood Dale Grigsby Flays 
Plodges Horton J ones Mims Richardson Russell Taylor Van Dyke and Young. 

Peyton King having received a majority of votes was declared by mr 
Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal improve¬ 
ment for the state of Alabama. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a member of the baord of internal 
improvement for the Coosa river district, Daniel E. Watrous, alone be¬ 
ing in nomination, for mr Watrous 73 votes. 

Those who voted for mr Watrous are mr President Abercrombie Conner Crawford 
Edmondson Evans Hogan I rwin J ackson Merriwether Moore Perry Smith Vining Wal¬ 
thall Wood. Reps. Mr speaker Acklen Raker Barclay Bates Bradford Byrnes Clark 
Cole Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Forrest gold- 
thwaite Greene Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack J ackson J ones King Lane 
Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey McElderry Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree 
Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Roulston Russell 
Van Dyke Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Daniel E. Watrous having received all the votes present was declared 
by mr Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal im¬ 
provement for the state of Alabama from the Coosa river district. 

The two houses then proceeded to elect a member of the board of inter¬ 
nal improvement from the Tennessee river district, J ohn Sutherland, jun.. 
and William H. Moore being in nomination. For mr Sutherland 56- mr 
Moore 16. 

Those who voted for mr Sutherland are messrs Abercrombie Conner Edmondson 
Hubbard I rwin J ackson Perry Wood. Reps. Mr Speaker Baker Bates Bibb Byrnes 
Cole Coleman Cook Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest 
Greene Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Ligon 
Mardis McElderry Mims Mobley Morrisett Murphree Oliver Parsons Penn Philpott Pope 
Rather Richardson Robinson Ross Taylor Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted for mr Moore are mr President Crawford Evans Hogan Merriwether 
Moore Smith Vining, Reps. Barclay Bradford Clark King Roulston Russell and Van 
Dyke. 

John Sutherland, having received a majority of votes, was declared by 
mr Speaker to be duly elected a member of the board of internal improve¬ 
ment for the state of Alabama, from the Tennessee river district. 

The Senate then withdrew, and the house adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, half past 9 o'clock. 

Tuesday J anuary 19, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The engrossed bill entitled ana ct more effectually to secure the estates 
of females, was read a third time, and the questions being put "shall 
this bill pass? it was determined in the negative. Yeas 23- Nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Bates, Bibb, Brodnax, Dale, Durrett, Fearn, Green, Grigsby, Hays, 

Hester, Mobley, Oliver, Parsons, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Robinson, Ross, Smith, 

Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bank, Barclay, Bradford, Brown, 

Byrnes, Clark, Cole, Conner, Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, 

Hodges, Horton, Hudson, Jack, Jones Lawler, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, Met¬ 
calfe Mims, Moore, Murphree, Richardson, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Taylor, Van 



Dyke, Ward, and Young. 

Mr Parsons then moved to spread on the journal said bill, together 
with the originate as first introduced, which was carried. Said bill is as 
follows: 

31 
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A bill entitled an act more effectually to secure the estates of females. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of the Alabama in General Assembly convened, That the property of 
the wife in marriages hereafter solemnized, shall be protected against the 
debts of the husband, contracted before marriage, and so in like manner 
shall the husband's estate be protected against the debts of the wife, con¬ 
tracted before marriage. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that upon recovery had against the 
husband for the debt of the wife, in the cases of marriages hereafter so¬ 
lemnized, the execution shall be awarded against the husband to be levied 
of the estate of the wife in the hands of the husband. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in the cases of marriage here¬ 
after solemnized, and upon execution against the husband, founded 
upon debts contracted before marriage, and it shall appear by the affidavit 
of any creditable persons, that the estate of the wife protected by the first 
section of this act, is levied upon, it shall be the duty of the judge of the 
county or circuit court of the county in which such levy made, upon 
the application of the husband or the wife by the next friend, to appoint 
some suitable persons to claim the property, and to enter into bond and 
security for the forthcoming of the property, and for the costs of the suit, 
and upon a compliance with this provision, a trial of the right of property 
shall be had, as in other cases, and the like recovery had upon a forfeiture 
of the bond : Provided, nothing in this act contained shall take effect un¬ 
til the first day of February next. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That land and slaves given to the 
wife by will or by a deed of gift, by any other persons than the husband, 
shall not be subject to pay the husband's debts : Provided, such last will 
and testament or deed of gift be proved and recorded in the county of 
the residence of the testator within the time prescribed by law, and the 
deed of gift proved and recorded in the office of the clerk of the coun¬ 
ty court of the county in which the wife resides, within three months after 
the making of the deed of gift. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all rents and profits of the wife's 
land, and proceeds of the wife's estate, except the increase of sales the 
property of the wife, shall be the property of the husband, unless by will 
or deed of gift the husband is excluded from such benefit. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the husband shall, if he sur¬ 
vive the wife, be entitled to a life estate in the property of the wife, and 
after the death of the husband and wife, the property, whether ea or per¬ 
sonal, of the wife, shall descend and pass in equal shares to the children 
of the husband and wife, and if no children, to the nearest of king of the 
wife in equal shares. 

Mr Parsons asked leave to absence for the committee appointed to ex¬ 
amine and investigate the conduct of J ohn Gayle, during the session of 
the House, which was granted. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to divorce certain persons therein 
named, was read a third time, and the question being put, "shall this bill 
pass?" it was determined in the affirmative. Yeas 39- Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, 
Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Green, Hays, Hester, 

Hodges, Jackson, Lane, Massey, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Penn, Philpott, Rather, 
Richardson Robinson, Ross, Roulston, Russell, Ship, Smith, Van Dyke and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Cole, Dennis, Goldthwaite, Hud- 



son, J acks, J ones, Mobley, Murphree, Weissinger and Young. 
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Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Rather called up the bill from the Senate entitled an act to extend 
the time for final settlement of the account of the tax collector of Mor¬ 
gan county, which was read a second time ; and the constitutional rule 
being dispensed with, it was forthwith read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the 
Senate therewith. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the following ti¬ 
tles : an act regulating the duties of county treasurer; and an act to au¬ 
thorize James Davis and associates to turnpike a certain road therein 
named all of which originated in the Senate. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the following 
titles, viz ; an act appointing commissioners to establish the line between 
the counties of Tuscaloosa, Greene and Pickens ; and act to establish the 
county of Lowndes. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have adopted a report and resolution on the subject of the Tariff, which 
originated in their house, and in which they desire the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act making appropriations for the pay¬ 
ment of certain claims against the State was read a third time. Mr Ellis 
moved to strike out of the twenty-ninth line of the first section, the words 
"eighty six dollars and twenty-five cents,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words, "and J ames and Elisha Payne upon a charge of horse steal¬ 
ing, two hundred and fifty eight dollars, seventy-five cents,” which was 
carried. Mr Young moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an addi¬ 
tional section, which was carried. Mr Flournoy's amendment by section 
- carried. Mr Fearn moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an addi¬ 
tional section, which was lost. Yeas 27- Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Banks, Brodnax, Clark, Cole, Dale, Ellis, Fearn, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, 

Hester, Horton, Jack, Jones, King, Mims, Moore, Morrisett, Parsons, Richardson, 

Ross, Roulston, Taylor, Van Dyke, Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Barclay, Bates, Bibb, 
Bradford, Brown, Byrnes, Coleman, Coopwood, Craig, Durrett, Fitts, Green, 

Hays, Hodges, Hudson, Jackson, Lane, Lawler, Ligon, Metcalfe, Mobley, Mur- 
phree, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Russell, Ship, Smith and Ward. 

Mr Fearn moved further to amend the bill by adding thereto an addi¬ 
tional section- The bill was then laid on the table for one hour. 

Message from the Senate by Mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: the Senate 
have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled an act to repeal in part an act incor¬ 
porating the town of Hazlegreen, in Madison county. They have concur¬ 
red in the amendments made by your honorable body to the bill which 
originated in the Senate entitled an act to appoint commissioners to mark 
out a road through that part of Pike county now occupied by the Creek 
Indians, and for other purposes - They have indefinitely postponed a bill 
which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act regu¬ 
lating appeals taken from the county to the circuit courts. They have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled an act to divorce certain persons therein named, 



which they have amended by adding thereto an additional section, in 
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which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They have 
adopted the following resolution, in which they ask the concurrence of 
your honorable body, to wit: Resolved, That with the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives the two Houses will proceed to the election of 
a judge of the county court for the county of Lowndes, at the hour of 7 
o'clock this evening. Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives, the two houses will proceed to the election of members 
to fill the respective medical boards, at the hour of 7 o'clock this even¬ 
ing, in which they ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They 
have read three several times and passed bills which originated in the Se¬ 
nate, entitled an act to regulate sales by auction in the city and county of 
Mobile, and for other purposes ; and an act making appropriation for the 
completion of the State Capitol, in which they request the concurrence of 
your honorable body. 

The bill entitled an act making appropriations for the year 1830, being 
on its second reading : Mr Clark moved to amend the bill by striking out 
the word "fifty,” to insert "twenty-five," so that it will read four hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, the annual salary of the attorney genera, which 
was carried. Mr Morrisett moved to amend the bill by striking out the 
words "two thousand,” with a view to insert "one thousand,” a division 
of the question being called for, the voted was first taken on striking our, 
and loat. Mr Clark moved to strike out that section of the bill making an 
appropriation to the State Architect, which was carried. Yeas 20- Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Brodnax Brown Clark Coopwood Craig Dennis Goldthwaite Green Grigs¬ 
by Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ackson J ones Lawler Massey, Metcalfe Mor¬ 
risett Murphree Philpott Rather Ross Roulston Ship van Dyke Ward and Weis- 
singer. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Banks Barclay Bibb 
Bradford Cole Coleman Dale Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Hays Jacks Lane Ligon 
Mims Mobley Moore Penn Williams and Young. 

Mr Hudson moved to strike out so much of the bill as makes an appro¬ 
priation to Benjamin M. Bradford as a witness, which was carried. Mr 
Goldthwaite moved to strike out section No. 6, an appropriation to Sam¬ 
uel Pickens, late comptroller, for clerk hire, which was carried. Mr Clark 
moved to amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section No. 8, 
which was carried. Mr Fearn moved to amend the bill by adding thereto 
an additional section, which was lost. Yeas 21- nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Barclay Bibb Coleman Conner Craig Durrett Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy 
Hays Jack Mims Mobley Moore Penn Rather Richardson Smith and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Bradford Brodnax Brown 
Byrnes Clark Cole Coopwood Dale Dennis Goldthwaite Hester Hodges Horton 
Hudson J ackson J ones Lane Lawler Mardis Massey McElderry Metcalfe Morrissett 
Murphree Oliver Parsons Philpott Ross Roulston Ship Van Dyke Ward Weis- 
singer and Young. 

And the constitutional rule being dispensed with, it was considered as 
engrossed, and ordered to be read a third time to day, at the hour of three- 
o'clock. 

Ordered, that Messrs Greene and Cook have leave of absence for the 
remainder of the session. 

Mr Goldthwaite, obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to organize the county of Lowndes, and for other purposes, which was 
read a first time, and the constitutional rule being dispensed with, it was 



read a second time forthwith. Mr Mobley moved to amend the bill by 
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adding thereto an additional section, which was lost. Mr Jack moved to 
amend the bill by adding thereto an additional section. And the House 
adjourned to 3 o'clock this evening. 

At 3 o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton. Mr Speaker: 

The Governor did, on the 16th inst approve and sign the following bills: 
an act to alter the time of holding the county courts in the counties of Ma¬ 
rion, Dallas ; an act for the payment of Benjamin M. Bradford and 
Jack Shackleford, for stationary, printing and other purposes ; and an act 
to regulate the landing of goods by steam boats and barges, and for other 
purposes, all of which originated in the House of Representatives. 

The House resumed the consideration of mrJack's amendment, and 
the question was on its adoption and lost. Mr Goldthwaite moved to 
amend the 2d section by adding a proviso thereto, which was carried. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved further to amend the bill by adding thereto an 
additional section, which was carried. And the constitutional rule being 
dispensed with, it was forthwith read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Se¬ 
nate for their concurrence. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act making an appropriation for the pay¬ 
ment of certain claims against the State, the question was on the adop- 
toin of Mr Fearn's amendment, and lost, and the constitutional rule 
being dispensed with, it was forthwith read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act making appropriations for the year 
1830, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

The memorial to the Congress of the United States- the amendments 
of the Senate to said memorial being under consideration. Mr Goldth¬ 
waite moved to amend the amendment of the Senate by inserting at the 
end of the of the following : "and if no measure or permanent relief can 
be adopted by your honorable body, that the land sales will at least be 
postponed to a day certain, not less than twelve months from the times 
they are advertised to take place, which was carried. Yeas 36- Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Barclay, Bradford, Brodnax, Clark, Cole, Craig, Coopwood, Curtis, Den¬ 
nis, Ellis, Fearn, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hodges, J ack, J ack- 
son, Jones, King, Lawler, Massey, Mims, Moore, Penn, Philpott, Richardson, Rob¬ 
inson, Ross, Roulston, Smith, Taylor Van Dyke, Ward and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks, Bibb, Brown, Byrnes, cole- 
man, Craig, Dale, Durrett, Fitts, Horton, Hudson, Lane Ligon, Metcalfe, Morris- 
sett, Murphree, Rather, Russell, and Ship. 

Mr Coopwood moved to amend the amendment made by the Senate 
by adding after the words "1819," the words "and 1820," which was car¬ 
ried. The amendments as amended was then concurred in. Ordered, that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
recede from their amendments by adding sections numbered 8 and 9 to 
the bill which originated in the House of Representative, entitled an act 
to appoint commissioners to mark out and lay our a certain road therein spe¬ 
cified. They have read three several times and passed a bill which ori¬ 
ginated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to emancipate a 



female slave named Maria, a part of the estate of the late Christopher 
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M'Connico, of the county of Monroe. They have also read three se¬ 
veral times and passed a bill which originated in their House entitled an 
act to incorporate the Tuscaloosa engine company, in which they ask the 
concurrence of your honorable body. 

Mr Fearn made the following report: The committee of conference to 
which was referred the matters of difference betwixt the two Houses 
in relation to amendment made in the Senate, to the second section of 
a bill which originated in the House of Representatives entitled an act 
more effectually to prevent the circulation of what are termed change bills 
or tickets, have according to order had the same under consideration, 
and have agreed to report as follows : That the Senate recede from their 
amendment by striking out the 2d section, and that the third section be 
amended by inserting after the word "give," in the second line of the 
3d section, the words "the first section of." 

ENOCH PARSONS, Chair' n of com'te on part of the House. 

JAMES JACKSON, Chair'n on the part of the Senate. 

I n which report the House concurred. 

Mr Ligon made the following report: the select committee to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to alter and amend the charter of 
the incorporation of the city of mobile, have according to order had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report that they have 
availed themselves of the opportunity at present afforded them of con¬ 
versing with gentlemen of high respectability from the city of Mobile, 
upon the subject of the contemplated changes in the internal police of said 
city, and after mature deliberation, they have come to the conclusion, 
that inasmuch as the petitioners both for and against the change, do not 
constitute a half of the whole number of householders in said city, and 
that said petitions were evidently got up in great haste, and without ma¬ 
ture reflection, they have made the following amendments, which they 
recommend to the House for adoption, to wit: Strike out al after the 
enacting clause in the 1st section of the bill; the whole of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th section; the following words in the 5th section; "Sec. 5. And be it 
further enacted ;" the whole of the 8th section change the figure "7" to 2 in 
the 7th section, and the figure "3" to 3, in the 8th section. Mr Coopwood 
moved that the House disagree to the report, which was lost. Mr J ack mo- 
ed that the bill and report lie on the table, which was lost. It was then con¬ 
curred in. And the constitutional rule being further dispensed with, it was 
then read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to 
appoint commissioners to mark out a road through that part of Pike 
county now occupied by the Creek I ndians. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to eman¬ 
cipate a female slave named Maria, a part of the estate of the late Christo¬ 
pher M'Connico, of the county of Monroe, which originated in this 
House. 

Mr Mobley called up the bill form the Senate entitled an act for the 
relief of Henry Sossaman, which was read a second time, and the consti¬ 
tutional rule being dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith and 
passed. Yeas 34- Nays 17. 

The yeas and Nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
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Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bibb, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coleman, Dale, Durrett, 

Ellis, Fearn, Fitts, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Flays, FHodges, FHorton, J ack, 
Jackson, King, Lane, Ligon, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Penn, Russell, Taylor, Van 
Dyke, Weissinger, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Brown, Cole, Craig, Dennis, Hud- 
son, Jones, Lawler, Massey, Metcalfe, Morrisett, Rather, Richardson, Ross, Roul- 
ston, Ship, Smith and Ward. 

Ordered that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A Message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
have read three several times and and passed a bill which originated in the 
Flouse of Representatives entitled an act making appropriations for the 
year 1830. They concur in the amendments made by your honorable 
to the memorial which originated in the House of Representatives, en¬ 
titled memorial of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, to the 
Congress of the United States in relation to forfeited lands within the 
State, and now advertised for sale by the proclamation of the President. 

They disagree as herewith shewn to the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill which originated in their House, en- 
tilted an act to alter the times of holding the county courts of J ackson 
and Lauderdale counties- and concur in the amendments made to said 
bill by your honorable body, by striking out of the title the words "and 
Lauderdale counties and after the word "Jackson,” insert the word 
"county," and by striking out all of the 3d and 4th sections. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the resolution from the Senate pro¬ 
posing to go into the election of a judge of the county court for the 
county of Lowndes, and members of the different medical boards. 

Mr Jackson, from the select committee to which was referred the me¬ 
morial to Congress praying the establishment of a land office at Monti- 
cello, reported the following amendment: Provided however, that the 
establishing a land office at Monticello, shall not effect the discontinuance 
of the land office at Sparta. Mr Clark moved that the House disagree to 
said report, which was carried. The memorial was then adopted. 

Mr Taylor made the following report: The military committee to whom 
was referred the petition and documentary evidence of Samuel Martin, 
accompanied by a memorial to the Congress of the United States, pray¬ 
ing the payment of arrearages due his deceased father, for revolutionary 
services have according to order had the same under consideration, and 
instructed me to report the same to the House without amendment, and 
the committee from the evidence offered recommend the adoption of the 
memorial. The memorial was then adopted. Ordered, that the title be 
"The memorial of Samuel Martin.” Ordered, that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Moore from the committee on lands appropriation for internal im,- 
provement, to which was referred a resolution instructing them to inquire 
into the expedient of amending the act of the last session providing for 
the sale of said lands, so far as to render more explicit that part which 
relates to discounts for prompt payment, and such other parts of said act 
as may appear to them defective, reported that all the objects contained 
in said resolution are embraced in bills which have passed, together with 
others now in progress in this House, and the committee asked leave to 
be discharged from the further consideration of said resolution, which was 
granted. 

Mr Flournoy, from the select committee to which was referred a peti¬ 
tion of sundry citizens of Greene county, proposing to be added to the 



county of Pickens, reported that the prayer of the petitioners is rea¬ 
sonable, and ought to be granted. 
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The same committee to which was referred a bill entitled an act to an¬ 
nex a part of Greene to Pickens, and to ascertain and mark out the divi¬ 
ding line between those counties, reported the same with the following 
amendment: by striking out the second section. Mr Richardson moved 
that the bill and report lie on the table, which was carried. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Se¬ 
nate have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in 
the House of Representatives entitled an act to organize the county of 
Lowndes, and for other purposes. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to emancipate slaves therein 
named, was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 
aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

And then the House adjourned to seven o'clock this evening. 

At seven o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The engrossed bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of 
J ane Tune, was read a second time, and the constitutional rule being dis¬ 
pensed with, it was forthwith read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

A message from the Senate by Mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate have 
read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled an act making an appropriation for the payment 
of certain claims against the State, and have amended the same by adding 
various additional sections thereto, numbered from 24 to 43 inclusive, in 
which they ask your concurrence. 

On motion of mr Acklen, Resolved, that the Senate be informed that 
the House of Representatives is now ready to received them in their Hall 
for the purpose of going in o the election of a judge of the county court 
for the county of Lowndes, and officers of the different medical boards, as 
established by law. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to authorize the county courts of 
Butler, Pickens, Shelby and Autauga counties to cause certain records 
therein named to be transcribed, was read a third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to discontinue and establish certain 
election precincts therein specified, being under consideration, mr Mims 
moved that the bill lie on the table. 

The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
the two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court of Lowndes county ; Peter Williamson alone being in nomination. 

For mr Williamson 56 votes. 

Those who voted for mr Williamson are messrs Abercrombie Anderson Edmondson 
Evans Garth Hogan Moore Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Wood. Reps. Ack¬ 
len Baker Barclay Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Conner Craig Curtis Dale 
Dennis Durrett Ellis Fitts Flournoy Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton Hudson J ack 
Jones King Lane Lawler Massey Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Rather Richardson 
Ross Roulston Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward and Williams. 

Peter Williamson having received all the votes present was declared to 
be duly elected judge of the county court of Lowndes county. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of three members of the 
medical board established at Huntsville. Doctors Edward Pickett, Richard 
L. Fearn, and Alfred Moore being in nomination. Dr Pickett 54- Dr 
Fearn 54- Dr Moore 54. 



Those who voted for Drs Pickett, Fearn and Moore are messrs Abercrombie Edmond- 
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son Garth Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall. Reps. Acklen Baker Barclay Bates 
Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coopwood Curtis Dennis Durrett Ellis Fitts 
Flournoy Goldthwaite Grigsby Flays Hester Flodges Florton J ack J ones King Lane 
Lawler Ligon Massey Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Rather Rich¬ 
ardson Ross Roulston Ship Smith Taylor Ward Weissinger and Williams. 

Mr Flogan voted for Drs Pickett and Moore. Mr Anderson voted for Drs I rby and 
Erskine- Mr Van Dyke voted for Drs Moore I rby and Erskine. 

Doctors Edward Pickett, Richard L. Fearn and Alfred Moore having re¬ 
ceived a majority of votes were declared to be duly elected members of 
the medical board established at Huntsville. 

The two Houses then proceeded to elect two members of the medical 
board established at Tuscaloosa, Dr Doric S. Ball and Dr Zachariah Mer- 
riwether being in nomination, for Dr Ball 55- Dr Merriwether 55 votes. 

Those who voted for Drs Ball and Merriwether are messrs Abercrombie Anderson Ed¬ 
mondson Garth Hogan Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall. Reps. Acklen Baker 
Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Coopwood Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Horton J ack J ackson 
Jones King Lawler Ligon Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Rather 
Richardson Ross Roulston Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams. 

Dr Doric S. Ball and Zachariah Merriwether having received a majority 
of votes were declared by mr Speaker to be duly elected members of the 
medical board established at Tuscaloosa. 

The two Houses then proceeded to elect two members of the medical 
board established at Selma, Dr Asa Hoxey and Dr Peter w. Herbert be¬ 
ing in nomination. 57 votes each. 

Those who voted for Drs Hoxey and Herbert are messrs Abercrombie Anderson Ed¬ 
mondson Garth Hogan Moore Perry Pickett Smith Vining Walthall Wood. Reps Ack¬ 
len Baker Barclay Bates Bradford Brodnax Brown Byrnes Cole Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Flournoy Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays Hester Horton Hudson J ack J ackson J ones 
King Lane Lawler Ligon Massey Metcalfe Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree 
Rather Richardson Ross Roulston Ship Smith Taylor Van Dyke Ward Weissinger and 
Williams. 

Drs Asa Hoxey and Peter W. Herbert having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes were declared to be duly elected members of the 
medical board establish at Selma. 

The two Houses then proceeded to elect three members of the medical 
board established at Claiborne, Drs J oshua S. Wilson, J ohn W. Moore and 
Henry E. Curtis being in nomination. For Dr Wilson 57- Dr Moore 57 
- Dr Curtis 57. 

Those who voted for Drs Wilson, Moore and Curtis are the same that 
voted in the election for members of the medical board at Selma. 

Drs J oshua S. Wilson, J ohn W. Moore and henry E. Curtis having re¬ 
ceived a majority of the whole number of votes, were declared by mr sea- 
ker to be duly elected members of the medical board established at Clai¬ 
borne. The elections being completed the Senate withdrew, to their 
own chamber. 

Mr Rather from the select committee to which was referred the bill en¬ 
titled an act to establish the boundary line between the counties of St 
Clair and J efferson, and to repeal an act entitled an act to alter the bon¬ 
dary line of Jefferson county, reported the same without amendment, and 
that it is expedient to pass the said bill. Mr Brown moved that the bill 
be postponed until the first Monday in August next, which was lost. Mr 
Coopwood moved that the bill and report lie on the table until to-mor¬ 
row morning, which was carried. 



Mr Hudson moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow morning at 
half past 9 o'clock, which was carried. Yeas 25- Nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Baker, Barclay, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, Craig, Dale, Durrett, Ellis, 

35 
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Flournoy, Hays, Hester, Horton, Hudson, Jack, King, Lane, Lawler, Metcalfe, 

Richardson, Roulston, Ship, Taylor, and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bradford, Byrnes, Coopwood, Dennis, 
Goldthwaite, Hodges, Jackson, Jones, Ligon, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Moore, Mor- 
risett, Murphree, Rather, Ross, Smith, Van Dyke, Weissinger, and Williams. 

And then the House adjourned. 

Wednesday, J anuary 20th, 1830. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act to 
organize the county of Lowndes and for other purposes. 

Ordered, that the House insist on their disagreement to the amend¬ 
ments made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to discontinue and 
establish certain election precincts therein named, as relates to Pickens 
county. Ordered, that the House insist on their amendments to the bill 
as respects the precinct in Washington county. Ordered, that the House 
concur in the amendments made by the Senate to said bill as respects the 
county of Monroe. Ordered, that the House disagree to the amendments 
made by the Senate as respects Lauderdale county. Ordered, that the 
clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Williams from the committee on public printing to which was re¬ 
ferred the communication of M 'Guire Henry and Walker, asking for ad¬ 
ditional compensation for extra printing during the present session of the 
Legislature, reported that no evidence has been furnished the committee 
whereby they could come to any correct conclusion, and therefore ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same, which was 
granted. 

Mr Taylor made following report: 

The joint committee appointed by the resolution of the Senate and 
House of Representatives to examine the condition of the treasury depart¬ 
ment, beg leave to report: That they have examined the condition of that 
department, and the mode in which the business thereof has been conduct¬ 
ed from the 12th of December 1821 to the 23d of December 1829, during 
which time J ohn C. Perry was treasurer; that they have examined every 
document and compared them with the treasurers books and they are satis¬ 
fied with their correctness ; that the mode in which the affairs of the depart¬ 
ment have been administered is in every respect satisfactory to the commit¬ 
tee, and that the skill and ability manifested by the treasurer in the dis¬ 
charge of this duties entitled him to the respect and confidence of this legisla¬ 
ture and of the public. 

W. EDMONDSON, Chairman on part of the Senate. 

WM TAYLOR, Chairman on part of the H. Reps. 

I n which report the House concurred. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to require the purchasers of the 
lands of the United States to pay the occupants for the improvements 
thereon, which was read a first time. Mr Williams moved that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed which was lost. Yeas 18- Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen, Bibb, Bradford, Ellis, Fearn, Forrest, Jack, King, Massey, Mims, Mobley, 

Moore, Morrisett, Penn, Robinson, Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Brodnax, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, 
Coopwood, Craig, Dennis, Durrett, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, Hud¬ 
son, J ackson, J ones, Ligon, Philpott. Rather, Richardson, Ross, Smith, Van Dyke, 
and Ward. 



The bill was then ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 
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Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act making 
appropriations for the year 1830, which originated in this House. 

Mr Ellis made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled an act to repeal an act to in¬ 
corporate the town of Hazlegreen, in the county of Madison, passed J une 
15th, 1821, and also the 12th section, and so much of the 15th section of 
an act to alter the time of appointing overseers of roads, passed 24th De¬ 
cember 1824, as relates to the town of Hazlegreen, and an act to emanci¬ 
pate a female slave named Mariah, a part of the estate of the late Christo¬ 
pher McConnico, of the county of Monroe. 

Mr Morrisette made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a joint memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama to the Congress of the United 
States, in relation to forfeited lands within the State, and now advertised 
for sale by the proclamation of the President. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the several amendments made by the 
Senate to the bill entitled an act the better to provide for the examination 
of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to increase the capital stock of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama was read a first time. Mr Fearn mov¬ 
ed that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 16- 
Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Bibb, Bradford, Cole, Coleman, Fearn, Forrest, Hester, Hudson, Jack, Morrisett, 

Penn, Philpott, Rather, Ross, Williams, and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker, Banks, Brodnax, Byrnes, 
Clark, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, 

Hays, Hodges, Jackson, Jones, King, Ligon, Massey, Mims, Mobley, Moore, 

Richardson, Roulston, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

The question was then on dispensing with the constitutional rule and 
lost. Yeas 28- Nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Banks, Brodnax, Byrnes, Clark, Coopwood, Craig, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, 
Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hodges, Jackson, Jones, King Ligon, Massey, 

Mims, Mobley, Richardson, Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen, Bibb, Bradford, Cole, Cole¬ 
man, Ellis, Fearn, Forrest, Hester, Hudson, Jack, Moore, Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, 
Philpott, Rather, Ross, Ward, Williams, and Young. 

Mr Baker moved that the bill lie on the table, which was lost. Yeas 
15- nays 33. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker Bradford Clark Cole Craig Ellis Flournoy Forrest Hays Hester Lawler 
Penn Taylor Ward and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Bibb Broadnax Coleman 
Coopwood Cole Dennis Durrett Fearn Fitts Goldthwaite Grigsby Hodges Hudson 
J ack J ackson J ones Ligon Massey Mims Mobley Moore Murphree Philpott 
Rather Robinson Ross Roulston Russell Smith Van Dyke Weissinger and Williams. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the report of the committee of conference appointed on the sub¬ 
ject matter of disagreement between the two Houses in relation to the 
amendment made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act more effectually 
to prevent the circulation of what are termed change bills or tickets. They 



have read three several times and passed a bill which originated in the 
House of Representatives entitled an act to authorize the county courts 
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of Butler, Pickens, Shelby and Autauga counties, to cause certain record 
therein named to be transcribed. 

A Message from the Governor, by J ames I. Thornton, which is as fol¬ 
lows: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, JAN. 20th, 1830. 

The Hon. the Speaker and members of the House of Representatives. 

I have this morning received the resignation of Doct. Thomas Fearn., 
as trustee of the University of Alabama. I have the honor to be & c. 

(Signed.) GABRI EL MOORE. 

Ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle. Mr Speaker The Senate ad¬ 
here to the amendment by discontinuing the precinct at J essee Lot's, in 
Mobile county, to the bill which originated in the House of Representa¬ 
tives entitled an act to discontinue and establish certain election precincts 
therein established ; they recede from all their other amendments to said 
bill. 

Mr Van Dyke offered the following resolution ; Resolved, with the con¬ 
currence of the Senate, that the two Houses will convene in the Repres¬ 
entative Hall forthwith to go into the election of a trustee of the univer¬ 
sity for the fifth judicial circuit, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the re¬ 
signation of Thomas Fearn. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the resolu¬ 
tion by striking out the word "forthwith" to insert at three o'clock, which 
was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted. Ordered, 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate by G. W. Gayle. Mr Speaker: The Senate 
concur in the resolution to go into the election of a trustee of the Univer¬ 
sity of Alabama, for the fifth judicial circuit, to supply the vacancy occa- 
soned by the resignation of Thomas Fearn, at the hour of half past three 
o'clock. 

Mr Acklen made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled, a memorial to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, to procure the establishment of a land office at 
Monticello, in Pike county ; an act for the relief of Henry Sossaman ; an 
act to extend the time for final settlement of the accounts of the tax collec¬ 
tor of Morgan county, and an act for the relief of Edmund Prince, all of 
which originated in the Senate. 

The bill entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alaba¬ 
ma over the Indian territory, lying within the limits of said State, and for 
other purposes, being on its second reading, mr Ellis moved to amend the 
1st section of the bill after the word "that" with the words "for the pur¬ 
poses of jurisdiction," which was lost. Mr Barclay moved to amend the 
2d section by striking out all after the word "beginning" to insert the fol¬ 
lowing : "on range line dividing range 2 and 3, where said line crossed the 
Tennessee river, thence south along said range line to the township line 
dividing township 8 and 9, thence east along said township line to the 
top of the Racoon mountain, thence eastwardly along the summit of said 
mountain to the Georgia line, thence along said Georgia line to the Ten¬ 
nessee State line, thence along said Tennessee State line to the Tennessee 
river, thence down the river to the beginning, which was lost. Yeas 16- 
Nays 31. 

The yeas ans nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Barclay Clark Coopwood Ellis Horton J ones King Lawler Ligon Moore 
Penn Roulston Russell Smith and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bibb Bradford 
Brodnax Cole Craig Dennis Durrett Fitts Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite 



Grigsby Hays Hudson Hodges J ack J ackson Massey McElderry Metcalfe Mims 
Mobley Morrisett Murphree Philpott Rather Ross Taylor and Young. 
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Mr Russell moved to strike out the 2d section, which was lost. Yeas 
13- Nays 31. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Acklen Barclay Clark Coopwood Ellis J ones King Moore Penn Roulston Russell 
Smith and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Banks Bibb Bradford Brodnax 
Brown Byrnes Cole Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite Hays 
Hodges Hudson J ack J ackson Lawler Ligon Massey McElderry Mims Mobley 
Murphree Philpott Rather Ross Taylor and Young. 

Mr Philpott moved to amend the 4th section by striking out the word 
"three” to insert the word "one,” which was carried. Mr Flournoy of¬ 
fered the following amendment, viz : "junction of the Sipsey and Tom- 
beckbee rivers," which was carried. Mr Rather who voted in the major¬ 
ity on the adoption of mr Flournoy's amendment, moved to re-consider 
the voted, which was carried. Yeas 31- Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker Banks Bibb Bradford Cole Coleman Craig Dale Dennis Durrett Ellis 
Forrest Grigsby Hays Hudson J ackson J ones Lawler Massey Moore Murphree 
Philpott Rather Richardson Ross Roulston Russell Ward Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay Brodnax Brown Clark 
Flournoy Goldthwaite Hodges J ack Ligon Mobley Morrisett Smith and Weissinger. 

The question was again on the adoption of mr Flournoy's amendment, 
and lost. Mr Bibb moved to amend the bill by adding the following pro¬ 
viso at the end of the 8th section ; "provided, that nothing contained in the 
preceding sections shall be so construed at to constitute the territory there¬ 
in attached, to the several counties a permanent part of said counties, 
which was carried. Mr Ellis moved to strike out the 9th section, which 
was lost. Yeas 16- Nays 35. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Bibb Brown Clark Cole Ellis Fitts Jones Moore Morrisette Philpott Rather Rich¬ 
ardson Russell Smith Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker Banks Bates Brodnax Bradford 
Byrnes Conner Coopwood Craig Dale Durrett Flournoy Forrest Goldthwaite 
Grigsby Hays Hester Hodges Hudson J ack J ackson Lawler Ligon Mardis Massey 
Mobley Murphree Parsons Robinson Ross Roulston Taylor Van Dyke and Weis¬ 
singer. 

Mr Clark moved that the bill lie on the table, which was lost. Mr 
Goldthwaite moved to strike out the word J anuary to insert February in 
the 9th section, which was carried. Mr Ellis moved to strike out three and 
insert two in the 10th section, which was carried. Mr Bibb moved to 
strike out the 12th section, which was carried. Mr Goldthwaite moved to 
amend the bill with the following: Strike out 14, 15 and 17, and insert the 
following : Section. And be it further enacted, that the laws of this state, 
be, and the same are hereby extended over all the territory, in the posses¬ 
sion of I ndians within the chartered limits of this state, and the jurisdiction 
of the several courts in this state, and of justices of the peace, be, and the 
same is hereby extended to the aforesaid territory in the same manner as 
the same now exists, in the several counties, to which the same Indian ter¬ 
ritory is attached which was carried. Yeas 26- Nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Coopwood Dennis Durrett Flournoy Forrest 
Goldthwaite Hays Hester Hodges J ack J ackson Lawler Ligon Mardis Robinson 
Ross Roulston Russell Smith Taylor Van Dyke and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay Bibb Brown Clark cole 



Dale Ellis Fitts Grigsby Hudson J ones Massey Morrisett Moore Murphree 
Philpott Rather Richardson Weissinger Williams and Young. 
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Mr Goldthwaite moved further to amend the bill by adding thereto the 
following section: Section. Be it further enacted, that all Indians within the 

limits of this State shall be taxed the sum of.cents each, and the sum so 

raised by taxation, shall be expended in the establishment of a school or 
schools among them, as may hereafter be provided for by law, which was 
carried. Yeas 27- Nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs 
Baker, Banks, Bates, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coopwood, Dale, Dennis, Fearn, Flour¬ 
noy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hester, Hodges, J ack, J ackson, Lawler, Ligon, Mar- 
dis, Massey, Mobley, Murphree, Ross, Roulston, Taylor, Van Dyke, and Weis- 
singer. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Barclay, Bibb, Bradford, Brown, 

Clark, Cole, Durrett, Ellis, Fitts, Forrest, Hays, Hudson, Jones, Moore, Philpott, 

Rather, Richardson, Russell, Smith, Williams and Young. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved that the constitutional rule be dispensed with and 
that the bill be read a third time forthwith, which was lost. Yeas 41- 
Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bates, Bradford, Brodnax, Byrnes, Coopwood, Dale, Den¬ 
nis, Durrett, Fearn, Flournoy, Forrest, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester, Hod¬ 
ges, Hudson, Jack, Jackson, Lawler, Ligon, Mardis, Massey, McElderry, 

Mobley, Moore, Murphree, Oliver, Parsons, Philpott, Rather, Ross, Roulston, 

Russell, Smith, Taylor, Van Dyke and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bibb, Brown, Clark, Cole, Coleman, 
Conner, Ellis, Fitts, Jones, Morrisett, Richardson, Williams and Young. 

Mr Goldthwaite moved that the bill be spread on the journal, which was 
carried. Mr Mobley moved that the bill be engrossed for a third reading 
to morrow, which was carried. Said bill is as follows: 

A Bl LL to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the State of Alabama over the 

I ndian territory, lying within the limits of the State of Alabama, and for other purposes. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, That from after the 
passage of this act, all the territory now inhabited by the Cherokee nation of 
I ndians, within the limits of the State of Alabama, and included in the follow¬ 
ing boundary, viz: beginning at the source of Line Creek upon the top of 
Racoon mountain, thence northeastwardly along the summit of said moun¬ 
tain, to the Georgia line, thence southeastwardly along the said line to the 
boundary line, dividing the Cherokee and Creek nations, thence westward- 
ly along the said line, on the Coosa river, thence up said river to the 
mouth of Will ;'s creek, thence up said Will's creek to the mouth of Line 
creek; thence up said Line Creek to the beginning, shall be added to and 
compose a part of the county of St. Clair. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the territory in possession of the 
Cherokee nation of I ndians, which is in the limits of the State of Alabama, 
and included in the following boundary, viz : beginning at the mouth of South 
creek, thence up said creek east of Edward Cox's, thence northeastwardly 
along the summit of the Racoon mountain, to the Georgia line ; thence with 
said line to the Tennessee river; thence down the same to the beginning, 
shall be added to and form a part of the county of J ackson. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the territory now inhabited by the 
Cherokee nation of I ndians which is in the charged limits of the State of 
Alabama and lies within the following boundary, viz : beginning at the north 
east corner of township nine, range one east; thence northeastwardly to the 
head of shoal creek ; thence up said Shoal creek east of Edward Cox's ; 




thence southwardly to the line of Blount county ; thence with said line to 
the beginning, shall be added to and compose a part of the county of Blount 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the territory now occupied by the 
Cherokee I ndians within the chartered limits of the State of Alabama, and 
bounded as follows, viz : at the northeast corner of township nine, range 
three east; thence northwestwardly to the head of Shoal creek ; thence 
down said creek to the Tennessee river, thence down said river to Coffee's 
Bluff to the present I ndian boundary line; thence south with said line to 
Blount county ; thence east to the beginning, shall be added to and form a 
part of the county of Morgan. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the territory now inhabited by 
the Chickasaw nation of I ndians, within the limits of the State of Alabama, 
shall be added to and compose a part of the county of Franklin. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the territory occupied by the Choc¬ 
taw nation of I ndians within the State of Alabama, and laying north of a line 
drawn due west from the northwest corner of Greene county to the Missis¬ 
sippi State line, shall be added to and compose a part of Pickens county. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the territory now inhabited by the 
Choctaw nation of I ndians within the chartered limits of the State of Ala¬ 
bama, and which lies north of a line drawn due west from a point on the Tom- 
beckbe river, directly opposite to the mouth of the Black Warrior river, 
to the Mississippi State line, and extending northwardly to a line drawn due 
west from the northwest corner of the county of Greene, to the Mississippi 
State line, shall be added to and compose a part of the county of Greene. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the territory now in possession of 
the Choctaw nation of I ndians, within the limits of the State of Alabama, 
and which lies south of a line drawn due west from a point on the Tombec- 
be river, directly opposite the mouth of the Black Warrior, to the Missis¬ 
sippi State line, and extending southwardly to the northern boundary line 
of the county of Washington, shall be added to and compose a part of the 
county of Marengo. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judges of the county courts 
and commissioners of roads and revenue, of the counties in which Indians 
occupy a part of the territory of such counties, shall, at the first terms of 
courts for such county or counties, held after the first day of February next, 
and as often thereafter as shall be necessary, appoint some fit persons to take 
an enumeration and census of all such Indians as reside within the limits of 
such county or counties, and of all such other persons as may reside within 
said limits. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That within thirty days after such enu¬ 
meration shall have been taken, the persons taking the same shall make 
return thereof, to the office of the Secretary of State, and the person or per¬ 
sons performing such service, shall, for every day, be allowed and paid the 
sum of two dollars per day, each, for their time so employed, to be ascer¬ 
tained and certified to the Secretary of State's office, by the court of roads 
and revenue for the respective counties, to be paid out of any monies in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the county court and commis¬ 
sioners's court of roads and revenue of any county in which Indians occupy 
the territory or any part thereof, any construct such roads bridges and fer¬ 
ries as to said court shall appear necessary. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the ci¬ 
tizens of the State of Alabama, or any other person or persons citizens of 
the United States, or citizens or subjects of any foreign prince of power 
whatever, to settle upon or occupy any territory now in possession of any 
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nation or tribe of I ndians, or within the agreed boundary of any I ndian na¬ 
tion within the State of Alabama ; and if any person or persons shall pre¬ 
sume to make such settlement, or to occupy any part of such territory, such 
person or persons shall be removed by the sheriff of the county in which 
such territory is situated ; and moreover, shall each forfeit and pay to the 

State of Alabama the sum of.dollars for each and every such offence, 

to be sued for and recovered in the name of the Governor for the time be¬ 
ing, and his successors in office, by the solicitor who prosecutes for the 
State in such county, and such fine or fines shall constitute a part of the 
county fund. [NOTE- This section was stricken out by the House.] 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, that this act shall not extend or be 
construed to extend, so as to compel Indians to muster or perform military 
duty, work upon roads or serve as jurors. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That actions 
upon contracts, debtinue and trover, may be brought and prosecuted against 
persons within the boundaries of any Indian nation, whose territory is with¬ 
in the limits of the State of Alabama in the circuit court of the county or 
counties in which the defendant or defendants to such action may reside, 
and for such purposes the circuit courts of the proper county may have ju¬ 
risdiction of all sums above twenty dollars. [Stricken out.] 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the circuit courts, of the State of 
Alabama, of the property counties, shall have jurisdiction of, and punish all 
crimes committee within the Indian territory, within the State of Alabama, 
by all other persons than Indians. [Stricken out.] 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all persons residing within the 
territory occupied by Indians, and within the limits of Alabama, may, with¬ 
in the county of their residence, upon proof before the judge of the county 
court, or the clerk of the circuit court, in order to perpetuate testimony, 
have any bill of sale of negroes, or any bargain and sale or deed of gift or co¬ 
venant recorded by the clerk of the county court, such persons or persons pay¬ 
ing to such judge or clerk, the fees now or hereafter to be allowed by law 
for the like service ; and so in like manner, and to perpetuate the evidence, 
may be proved and recorded upon the application of the heirs or any per¬ 
son or persons, any last will and testament of any person or persons, residing 
within I ndians territory in the State of Alabama. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the several nations or tribes of 
Indians residing within the limits o the State of Alabama, shall and may 
be governed by their own laws, usages and customs, not contrary to the pro¬ 
visions of this act, or laws hereafter to be passed or enacted by this State, 
having for their object and expressly providing for the government of the 
Indian tribes within the chartered limits of the State of Alabama. [Stricken 
out by the House. 

The bill entitled an act to establish the boundary line between the coun¬ 
ties of St. Clair and J efferson, and to repeal an act entitled an act to alter 
the boundary of Jefferson county, was, on motion of mr Coopwood, laid on 
the table. 

Mr Ligon made the following report: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act more 
effectually to prevent the circulation of what are termed change bills or 
tickets. 

Ordered, that the House disagree to the amendment made by the Senate 
to the bill entitled an act making appropriation for the payment of certain 
claims against the state. Mr Hodges moved that the House disagree to the 
amendment made by the Senate by an allowance to.Beacheum, which 
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was carried. Mr Rather moved that the House disagree to the amend¬ 
ment made by the Senate, by an allowance to.Blackstone. Ordered, 

that the House concur in the balance of the amendments made by the Se¬ 
nate to said bill. 

And then the House adjourned to three o'clock this evening. 

At three o'clock the House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle : mr Speaker- The Senate re¬ 
cede from their amendment to the bill entitled an act making appropria¬ 
tions for the payment of certain claims against the state, by adding section 
No. 24. They insist on their amendments to the bill by adding sections 25 
and 41. Ordered, that the House receded from their disagreement, to the 
amendments made by the Senate to said bill. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle: Mr Speaker— The Senate 
have adopted the following resolution, and request the concurrence of 
your honorable body therein : Resolved, that a committee be appointed on 
the part of the Senate to act with such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the House of Representatives to wait upon the Governor and 
inform him that the two houses of the General Assembly, will be ready to 
adjourn, and will adjourn sine die this evening at six o'clock, if he has no fur¬ 
ther communication to make to them. They have appointed on their part 
messrs Perry and Wood. Mr Coopwood moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out six o'clock, to insert eleven o'clock, which was carried, 
whereupon messrs Taylor and Young were appointed said committee. 

On motion of mr Fearn : Resolved that the Senate be informed that this 
House is now ready to receive them in the Hall of Representatives to pro¬ 
ceed to the election fo a trustee of the university for the fifth judicial cir¬ 
cuit. The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of the Represen¬ 
tatives, the two Houses then proceeded to the election of a trustee of the uni¬ 
versity to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Thomas Fearn, 

James G. Birney, Esq. being in nomination. For Mr Birney 56 votes. 

Those who voted for mr Birney are, mr President Anderson Conner Crawford Ed¬ 
mondson Evans Hogan Hubbard Irwin Jackson Merriwether Moore Perry Smith Vining 
Walthall and wood. Reps. Acklen Baker Banks Bates Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown 
Byrnes Clark Coopwood Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Goldthwaite Hays Hester Hodges 
Jack Jones King Ligon Massey Mims Mobley Moore Morrisett Murphree Penn 
Philpott Rather Richardson Ross Russell Smith Taylor Weissinger Williams and Young 

Mr Van Dyke voted for Tho. J. Sumner. 

James G. Birney, Esq. having received a majority of the whole number 
of votes, was declared to be duly elected a Trustee of the University of 
Alabama, for the 5th judicial circuit. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to change the time of holding 
courts in the first judicial circuit was read a first time, and the constitutional 
rule being dispensed with, it was read a second time, and the rule being 
further dispensed with, it was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the amendments made by the Senate 
to the bill entitled an act to appoint commissioners to mark and lay out a 
certain road therein specified. 

Mr Ligon, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have 
examined and find correctly enrolled bills of the following titles, to wit: 
an act the better to provide for the examination of the offices of the clerks 
of the circuit and county courts of this state ; and, an act to authorize the 
county courts of Butler, Pickens, Shelby and Autauga counties to cause cer¬ 
tain records therein named to be transcribed. 




The following communication was received: 
36 
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Conference Chamber, 4 o'clock, Wednesday evening, Jan. 20, 1830. 

Mr speaker and gentlemen of the House of Representatives : The com¬ 
mittee elected to investigate the controversy between the Hon. J. Gayle, jr. 
and the Hon. Joseph Bates, jr. respectfully inform your honorable body 
that the committee cannot, by the time appointed for the adjournment of 
the House, complete the examination with which they are charged and sub¬ 
mit to the consideration of the House what ought to be done. Respectfully, 

ENOCH PARSONS, Chairman. 

To the Hon. the Speaker pr tern, of the House of Reps. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle : Mr Speaker- The Senate 
have concurred in the amendment made by the honorable body to the bill 
which originated in the House, entitled an act repealing in part an act pas- 
ed at the annual session of the General Assembly for the year 1829, chang¬ 
ing and designating the time of holding the circuit courts in the seventh and 
third judicial circuits for the state of Alabama. 

Ordered, that the House concur in the amendments made by the Senate 
to the bill entitled an act to authorize the emancipation of certain slaves 
therein named. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act more effectually to secure trials 
in capital cases by impartial jurors, was read a first time, and the question 
was then on dispensing with the constitutional rule and reading this bill a 
second time forthwith, and lost. Yeas 26- Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Baker banks Bibb Bradford Brodnax Brown Clark Cole Dale Dennis Forrest 
Goldthwaite Hays Hodges Hudson J ackson J ones Massey Morrisett Murphree 
Philpott Rather Ros Smith Taylor and Weissinger. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Acklen Barclay Byrnes Ellis 
Fearn Fitts Flournoy Jack King Ligon Mims Mobley Moore Parsons Penn 
Richardson Russell and Van Dyke. 

The bill was then ordered to second reading to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate entitled to incorporate the Tuscaloosa 
fire engine company, was read a second time, and the constitutional rule 
being dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith. Mr Hudson moved 
to amend the bill by engrossed ryder, by way of proviso, which was car¬ 
ried. The bill was then passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill entitled to revive and continue in force for 3 years an act for 
improving the road leading from Blakely to the upper line of Baldwin county, 
by way of Durant's ; in Baldwin county, was read a second time, and the 
constitutional rule being dispensed with, it was read a third time, considered 
as engrossed, and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr Ells offered the following resolution : Resolved, that the committee 
appointed to investigate the controversy between Joseph Bates, a member 
from the county of Mobile, and J ohn Gayle, the Speaker of this House, have 
authority to continue their investigation after the adjournment of the two 
Houses, if they shall not be enabled to complete the same before said ad¬ 
journment, and that the evidence and report of said committee be published 
in the paper of the state printers. 

A message from the Senate by mr Gayle: Mr Speaker- The Senate con¬ 
cur in the amendments made by your honorable body to the bill which ori¬ 
ginated in the Senate, entitled an act to incorporate the Tuscaloosa fire 
engine company. They have also read three several times and passed a 
bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled an act to 



revive and continue in force for three years an act for improving the road 
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leading from Blakely to the upper line of Baldwin county, by way of Du¬ 
rant's, passed Jan. 6, 1827. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to permit J ohn Lindsay to have regis¬ 
tered a deed therein named, was read the third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

The bill entitled an act for the relief of William Winlock, was read a se¬ 
cond time, and the constitutional rule being dispensed with, the bill was 
considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith, and and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

Mr Clark moved that the House recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment made by the Senate to the bill entitled an act to discontinue 
and establish certain election precincts therein named, so far as relates to 
Mobile county, which was carried. Yeas 31- Nays 14. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Barclay, Brown, Byrnes, Clark Cole Coopwood Craig Dale Dennis Durrett 
Ellis Forrest Goldthwaite Hays Hudson J ackson J ones King Lawler Massey 
Moore Morrisett Murphree Richardson Ross Russell Smith Van Dyke Ward 
Weissinger and Williams. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Banks Bates Bibb Bradford Brod- 
nax Fearn Fitts Flournoy Hester Jack Ligon Mobley Penn and Rather. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act to divorce certain persons Therein 
named, being under consideration: the question was on the adoption of the 
amendment made by the Senate, and carried. Yeas 34- Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are messrs 
Banks Barclay Bates, Bibb Bradford Brodnax Byrnes Clark Coopwood Craig Dale 
Ellis Fearn Fitts Flournoy Forrest Hays Hester Jack Jackson King Mims 
Moore Morrisett Murphree Philpott Rather Richardson Ross Russell Smith 
Van Dyke Ward and Williams— Those who voted in the negative are messrs 
Cole Dennis Durrett Jones Lawler Ligon and Weissinger. 

And then the House adjourned to 7 o'clock this evening. 

At 7 o'clock, the House met pursuant to adjournment. A message from 
the Senate by mr Gayle : Mr Speaker- The Senate have concurred in the 
amendment made by your honorable body to the resolution which originated 
in the Senate, proposing to adjourn sine die on th is day, at 6 o'clock, P.M. 

They have read three several times and passed bills which originated in the 
House of Representatives, entitled an act for the relief of Wm. Winlock 
and, an act to permit John Lindsay to have registered a deed therein named. 

Mr Ligon, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported the following 
bills as correctly enrolled : an act to divorce certain persons therein named: 
an act to appoint commissioners to mark and lay out a certain road therein 
named ; and, an act to revive and continue in force for three years an act for 
improving the road leading from Blakely to the upper line of Baldwin coun¬ 
ty, by way of Durant's, passed J an. 6, 1827. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of J oseph Steele, 
tax collector of Mobile county, was read a second time. Mr Van Dyke 
moved to dispense with the constitutional rule and read the bill a third time 
forthwith, which was lost. Mr Van Dyke moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the word first to insert the word fifteenth, which was carried. Mr 
Clark moved that the bill lie on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Taylor, from the joint committee appointed to wait on the Governor 
and inform him that the two Houses will be ready to adjourn at 11 o'clock on 
this night, reported that they have performed that duty, and received for 



answer that the Governor has no further communication to make. Mr 
Clark moved that the report lie on the table, which was carried. 
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Mr Ellis' resolution, introduced to day, being under consideration : Mr 
Ellis moved to amend the resolution, by striking out all after the word 
resolved, with a view to insert the following : That the committee of five 
members elected to investigate the conduce of John Gayle, Speaker of his 
House, relative to the truth of falsehood of certain statements made by aid 
J ohn Gayle, in relation to certain votes given by mr Byrnes, a member of 
this House on the bill to close the land office at Courtland, have leave to 
continue their investigation for three days after the adjournment of the two 
houses, if they shall not be enabled to complete the same, before said ad¬ 
journment ; and that the evidence and report of said committee be publish¬ 
ed to the paper of the state printers.” Mr Brodnax moved to amend the 
resolution by way of the following proviso : "Provided, that the state shall 
incur no expense by the sitting of said committee, which was carried. Yeas 
27- Nays 16. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Messrs Baker, Banks, Barclay, Bradford, Brodnax, Brown, Clark, Cole, 

Craig, Dennis, Fearn, Hester, J ackson, J ones, Lawler, Ligon, Mobley, 

Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, Philpott, Rather, Ross, Smith, Ward, Weis- 
singer and Young. Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Bibb, 

Byrnes, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite Hays, 

Hodges, Jack, King, Mims, Richardson, Russell, Van Dyke and Williams, 

Mr Taylor was excused from voting. 

Mr Morrisett moved that the further consideration of the resolution be 
indefinitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 17- Nays 28. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are 
messrs Baker, Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, Craig, Fearn, Fitts, J ackson, 

Massey, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, Rather, Ross, and Ward. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Barclay, Bradford, Byrnes, 
Clark, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Gold¬ 
thwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hodges, Jack, Jones, King, Ligon, Mims, Philpott, 
Richardson, Russell, smith, Van Dyke, Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Mr Taylor was excused from voting. The question was then on the ad¬ 
option of the resolution as amended, and carried. Yeas 28- Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are 
messrs Barclay, Bradford, Brown, Byrnes, Clark, Coopwood, Curtis, Dale, 

Dennis, Durrett, Ellis, Flournoy, Goldthwaite, Grigsby, Hays, Hester 
Hodges, Jack, Jones, King, Lawler, Massey, Mims, Richardson, Russell, 

Van Dyke, Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Bibb, Brodnax, Brown, Cole, 

Craig, Fearn, Fitts, J ackson, Mobley, Morrisett, Murphree, Penn, Rather, 

Ross and Ward. Mr Taylor was excused from voting. 

Mr Williams offered the following resolution : Resolved, that the thanks 
of this House are due, and are hereby tendered to the Speaker of this 
House for the promptness integrity and ability with which he has discharg¬ 
ed the arduous duties of the chair during the present session. 

Those who voted in favor of its adoption are messrs Barclay Bradford Brown 
Byrnes Clark Cole Coopwood Curtis Dale Dennis Ellis Goldthwaite Grigsby Hays 
Hester Hodges J ack J ones King Lawler Massey Mims Murphree Philpott Rather 
Richardson Ross Russell Van Dyke Ward Weissinger Williams and Young. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Baker and Craig. 

Mr Ligon from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they have 
examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the following titles, to wit: 
an act to discontinue and establish certain elections precincts therein speci¬ 
fied : an act to change the time of holding courts in the first judicial circuit 



and an act repealing in part an act passed at the general assembly for the 
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year 1829, changing and designating the time of holding the circuit courts 
in the 7th and 3d judicial circuits for the State of Alabama. 

Mr Brodnax made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and found correctly enrolled a bill entitled an act 
making appropriations for the payment of certain claims against the state. 

Mr Banks, from the committee on enrolled, reported the following bills 
as correctly enrolled : an act to authorize the emancipation of certain 
slaves therein named ; an act for the relief of Wm Winlock : and, an act 
to permit John Lindsay to have registered a deed therein named. 

A message from the Senate by mr Lyon: Mr Speaker- The Senate have 
adopted the following resolution: Resolved, that the House of Representa¬ 
tives be now informed that the Senate have disposed of all the business be¬ 
fore them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die. 

Mr Coopwood moved that the resolution lie on the table for one hour, 
which was carried. 

Mr Clark moved to postpone the orders of the day until to morrow, 
which was carried. 

On motion of mr Ligon : Resolved, that the Senate be informed that the 
House of Representatives will be ready to adjourn sine die in third minutes. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Governor by J ames I. Thornton: Mr Speaker - The 
Governor did, on this day, approve and sign the following bills: an act to 
establish the county of Lowndes ; an act appointing commissioners to esta¬ 
blish the line between the counties of Tuscaloosa, Green and Pickens ; an 
act to organize the county of Lowndes, and for other purposes ; memorial 
to the Congress of the United States in relation to forfeited lands within the 
state, and down advertised for sale by the proclamation of the President; an 
act to appoint commissioners to mark our a road through that part of Pike 
county now occupied by the Creek I ndians; an act more effectually to pre¬ 
vent the circulation of what are termed change bills or tickets; an act to 
repeal an act to incorporate the town of Hazlegreen, in the county of Madi¬ 
son, passed J une 15, 1821, and also the 12th section and so much of the 15th 
section of an act to alter the time of appointing overseers of roads, passed 
Dec. 24, 1824; as relates to the town of Hazlegreen ; an act to authorize 
the county courts of Butler, Pickens, Shelby and Autauga counties to cause 
certain records to be transcribed ; an act the better to provide for the exa¬ 
mination of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts of this 
state ; making appropriations for the year 1830 ; and an act to emanci¬ 
pate a female slave named Maria, a part of the estate of the late Christopher 
McConnico, of the county of Monroe ; an act to authorize the emancipa¬ 
tion of certain slaves therein named ; an act for the relief of Wm. Winlock 
an act to divorce certain persons therein named ; an act to appoint com¬ 
missioners to mark and lay out a certain road therein specified ; an act to 
discontinue and establish certain elections precincts therein specified ; 
to permit John Lindsay to have registered a deed therein named ; an act to 
revive and continue in force for three years an act to improving the road 
leading from Blakely to the upper line of Baldwin county, by way of Du¬ 
rant's, passed J an. 6. 1827. All of which originated in the House of Reps. 

Mr Parsons made the following report: The committee who were elected to in¬ 
vestigate the conduct of the Hon. J ohn Gayle, speaker of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, relative to the truth of falsehood of certain statements made by said speaker, 
in relation to certain votes given by Mr Byrnes, a member of the House, on the bill 
to close the land office at Courtland, beg leave to report, that they have examined 
the witnessed brought before them, as far as time has allowed, and that both parties 



desire to progress with further evidence ; and the committee, within time the House 
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has set for final adjournment, cannot do more than submit the evidence taken, with 
the opinion, that there is nothing shewn by the evidence , or in the matter of contro¬ 
versy, which tends to affect the official acts, or public discharge of any of the duties 
of the Hon. Speaker, and that they regard the controversy as a private one, all of 
which is respectfully submitted to the House. [Signed.] 

E PARSONS chairman, C.D. CONNER, S. W. MARDIS, S.C. OLIVER, T. M'ELDERRY. 
Attest, George N. Stewart, secretary of the committee. 

Mr Coopwood moved that the report lie on the table, which was lost. Mr Mobley 
moved that the evidence taken before the committee be spread on the journal, which 
was carried. THE EVIDENCE ISAS FOLLOWS. 

Tuesday morning, J an. 19, 1830.- The select committee elected by the House 
of Representatives, to which was referred the resolution, concerning the conduce of 
the Hon. J ohn Gayle, speaker, &c., assembly in the conference chamber, to co- 
sider of the subject referred to them were present, messrs 

PARSONS, CONNER, MARDIS, OLIVER, AND M'ELDERRY. 

All being present, the committee proceeded to business. 

Mr Parsons was appointed chairman of the committee; G. N. Steward, appointed 
Secretary, and James Rather messenger and doorkeeper. 

The following documents, being those referred by the House of Representatives 
were then read, to wit: [Note.- The documents alluded to are spread at large on 
the journal of the 18th inst. 

The committee then proceeded to examine the journals of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives of the present session, and they found that on the 17th of Nov. 1829, Mr 
Fearn, of Madison county, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to suspend to sale 
of the land granted to the State of Alabama for the purpose of internal improvement, 
which was then read in the House the first time; that then the same gentleman made 
a motion to suspend the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days, so that the bill might receive its second reading forthwith : The upon said 
motion, the yeas and nays were taken, and that in the votes as recorded, the name of Mr 
Byrnes of Mobile, is found as voting against the suspension of the rule. That then 
the said bill was ordered to be read a second time on the next day, but on that ques¬ 
tion the yeas and nays were not taken. They further found that afterwards, when 
the yeas and nays were taken at subsequent stages of the progress of the bill, Mr 
Byrnes uniformly voted with its friends ; that the voted in the affirmative on the ques¬ 
tion to suspend the constitutional rule, when the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and also on the final passage of the bill. 

The committee then addressed a not to the hon. J ohn Gayle, jr. speaker, and one 
to the hon. J oseph Bates, jr. informing them that they were ready to hear any evi¬ 
dence they might wish to submit on the subject under consideration. 

And then the committee adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Tuesday evening, 3 o'clock- the committee met pursuant to adjournment, all 
the members being present. 

The committee received a not from Mr Bates, which is as follows. 

House of Representatives, Jan. 19, 1830. 

To the Honorable Enoch Parsons. SI R- I received your not signed 
officially as chairman of the committee of investigation, informing me that 
your committee was ready to examine such witnessed as the Honorable 
Speaker and myself may propose. I n reply to that not suffer me to ob¬ 
serve, that I have not placed myself in the attitude of the accuser of the 
Honorable Speaker before the House of Representatives. Before that body 
I have preferred, and intended to prefer no accusation against him ; and 
the interposition of the House of Representatives was called for by him, 
and not by me ; and the publication in the newspaper, the subject matter 
of your investigation, was induced by the attack made on may reputation 



by the Speaker through the same newspaper. The facts state in my re¬ 
ply, and the testimony in support of it, I believe to be true ; and not hav¬ 
ing heard that any part of that testimony has been disclaimed by the Hono- 
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rable gentlemen who gave it, I humbly conceive it should be received as 
conclusive by your committee, until the contrary appear. This answer 
had been dictated as well by a regard to my own opinion of propriety, as 
by a determination not to suffer the honorable speaker to place me in any 
other attitude, than that in which I have placed myself. 

Respectfully, J. BATES, J R. 

Which was read. 

Mr Gayle appeared before the committee, assisted by James Davis, 

Esq. as counsel, and Mr Bates also appeared, attended by John Elliot, 

Esq. and Robert G. Gordon, Esq as counsel. 

The committee informed mr Bates that he was at liberty to offer any 
evidence he might think proper before the committee, to which he answer¬ 
ed, that he should decline to offer any at this time, for the reasons stated 
in his letter. 

Mr Gayle then moved that the committee should determine that they 
would report that the charged against him made by mr Bates, were untrue, 
inasmuch as there was no evidence offered by him to substantiate them ; 
stating to the committee, that he conceived such was the course they 
were bound to pursue. That, however, he, on his part, would proceed, 
if permitted, to offer testimony on his behalf to exculpate himself, and 
that such was his intention at all events, but that the legal investigation 
of the committee was at an end. 

The committee determined, that, by the reference to them made, they 
were bound to go on to investigate the matter, so far as they could obtain 
any information or evidence, growing out of the paper submitted to them 
by the House, that they would hear any evidence offered on either side, 
but if none was offered, they would call before them the persons referred 
to in the several publications in the papers, so far as to establish material 
facts, that such was the duty imposed on them by the House. 

Mr Gayle then proposed to the committee the three following specific 
questions : 1st. Is mr Bates bound to produce proof ? To which the com¬ 
mittee answered that the was not. 2d. Is mr Gayle bound to produce 
proof ? To which they answered, that he was not. 3d. Is the committee 
bound to proceed, after mr Bates declined producing proof ? To which 
they answered, that they were. To which several decisions mr Gayle 
excepted. 

The committee then determined to proceed to examine such witnessed 
as might be material to establish how mr Thomas Byrnes, the member 
from Mobile county, voted on the bill to close the land office at court- 
land, on the day it was introduced in the House of Representatives, and 
mr Byrnes was accordingly sent for. Mr Byrnes appeared, was lawfully 
sworn, and examined by the committee. 

Question, by the committee. Will mr Byrnes please to state, which 
way he voted on the first day the bill to close the land office at Courtland 
was introduced in the House of which he is a member, when the bill was 
ordered to a second reading? 

Answer. I voted for the bill to go to a second reading, and from that 
time throughout, I voted for the bill and in favor of its passage. 

No further questions being asked of mr Byrnes by the committee, nor 
by mr Bates or mr Gayle, he withdrew. 

The committee then determined that they would proceed no further on 
their part with the examination of witnesses, that mr Bates might intro¬ 
duce rebutting testimony on his part, if he thought proper, in the first 
place, and that mr Gayle might also introduce proof afterwards, if he 



thought of fit. 
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Mr Bates then asked leave to examine mr J ames Penn, a member of 
the House from Madison county, who was accordingly sent for, appeared, 
and was lawfully sworn. 

Quest, by mr Bates'counsel, to mr Penn. Have you heard mr Byrnes 
say anything in relation to his voted on the bill to close the land office at 
Courtland, and mr Bates' account of his said vote? if you have state it? 

Ans. On yesterday, in a conversation between mr Byrnes and mr Met¬ 
calfe, on the subject of his voted spoken of by mr Bates, I distinctly un¬ 
derstood mr Byrnes to say, that there was not difference betwixt mr Bates 
and himself, that he did vote against the bill on the first day, and in fa¬ 
vor of it on the second. 

Mr Penn was then cross examined by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Quest. 1. Did you understand from the declaration that mr Byrnes 
intended to be understood as saying that he gave any other votes against 
the bill, besides the one he gave to suspend the rule, and did he not so 
qualify his expression? 

Ans. I cannot say how mr Byrnes intended to be understood ; he did 
not so qualify the expression. 

Quest. 2. I n the conversation, did mr Byrnes say any thing about his 
vote to pass the bill to a second reading? Ans. He did not. 

Quest. 3. I n what manner was this conversation brought about, and 
was there any arrangement by mr Bates to extort or procure from mr 
Byrnes an expression favorable to him? 

Ans. the conversation arose immediately after or during the time the 
clerk was reading Mr Bates' communication, and the accompanying cer¬ 
tificates, without the knowledge, so far as I am apprised, of mr Bates. 

Mr Penn was then asked the following question by one of the committee : 

Quest. Do you know how mr Byrnes voted when the bill referred to 
was ordered to a second reading?Ans. I do not know positively. 

Here the examination of mr Penn closed, and he retired. 

Mr J ames Metcalfe, a member of the House from Marion county, was 
then sent for at the instance of mr Bates ; he appeared, and was lawfully 
sworn, and examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Quest. 1. Have you heard mr Byrnes say any thing in relation to his 
vote on the bill to close the land office at Courtland, and mr Bates' account 
of his said vote? If you have, state it? 

Ans. I heard mr Byrnes say on yesterday, that he voted on the first day 
that the bill was introduced against it, and on the second day that he voted 
in favor of it. 

Quest. 2. Do you not know the same fact yourself? 

Ans. I know that mr Byrnes voted on the first day with the enemies of 
the bill, though I do not know how often, or in what vote or votes, and I 
am not positive that he did vote with the enemies of the bill on every 
voted that was taken on that day. 

Quest. 3. Did not the conversation to which you allude in your answer 
to the first interrogatory, take place on yesterday in the house, immedi¬ 
ately after the publication of mr Bates were read by the clerk of the 
House. Ans. It did. 

Quest. 4. Did not mr Byrnes say, that mr Bates' account of his vote 
was carried? Ans. I am not certain whether he did or did not. 

Mr Metcalfe was then cross examined by the counsel of mr Gayle. 

Quest. 1. Was this the conversation you had when mr Penn was pre¬ 
sent, and did you understand mr Byrnes to mean any thing more, than 
that he voted not to suspend the rule? 
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Ans. Maj. Penn was present, and I understood mr Byrnes that he 
voted against the bill on the first day throughout. 

Quest. 2. If you understood him to say he voted against the bill through¬ 
out on the first day, what expression did he use to produce that under¬ 
standing? 

Ans. He said he voted against the bill on the first day, and on the se¬ 
cond day he voted for it. And the committee adjourned to 8 o'clock in 
the evening. 

Tuesday evening, 8 o'clock. The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Were present, messrs Parsons, Conner, McElderry, and Oliver. The 
committee resumed the examination of the evidence offered by by mr Bates. 

Mr J ohn Fitts, the member from Washington county, was sent for at 
the request of mr Bates ; appeared, was duly sworn, and examine by mr 
Bates' counsel. 

Quest. 1. Do you know how mr Byrnes voted on the bill to close the 
land office at Courtland, during its progress through the House? 

Ans. I am confident that mr Byrnes voted against the bill to close the 
land office at Courtland, during the whole of the first day, and that he 
voted for it always afterwards. 

Quest. 2. Did you ever hear mr Byrnes state how he voted on said bill? 

Ans. I did not. 

Quest. 3. Did you, during the progress of said bill, endeavor to effect 
a change in the votes which mr Byrnes might subsequently give on it. 

Ans. I did immediately after the House adjourned proceed to the room 
of Maj. Hogan, told him that mr Byrnes voted against the bill, and that 
I thought he should talk to him with a view of effecting a change, as I be- 
lived who would thereby advance the interest of his constituents. 

Quest. 4. Did you closely observe the votes that mr Byrnes gave on 
said bill, and why did you do so? 

Ans. I did, because I was somewhat surprised that he should vote 
against the bill, and because I was previous to that acquainted with him, 
and quite friendly, and therefore believed I could have some influence 
with him on having a conversation with him. 

Mr Fitts was then cross examined by the counsel of mr Gayle. 

Quest. 1. How many questions were taken on the bill the day it was 
introduced? 

Ans. I am not distinct in me recollection of how many votes were ta¬ 
ken on the bill the first day it was introduced. 

Quest. 2. Do you think there were more than two? 

Ans. I conceive this interrogatory answered in the first; I cannot recollect. 

Quest. 3. Do you think there was more than one? Ans. I think there was. 

Quest. 4. What were they? 

Ans. To dispense with the constitutional rule, requiring bills to be 
read on three several days and on the bill's receiving a second reading. 

Quest. 5. Was there any opposition by the enemies of the bill to its go¬ 
ing to a second reading. 

Ans. My recollection as to there being opposition to the bill going to 
a second reading, is not distinct enough to swear, though I believe there was. 

Quest. 6. Before the bill was ordered to a second reading, had you 
any doubt that there was a large majority in its favor? 

Ans. I think my impression was, that there was a majority in favor of it. 

Quest. 7. Do you remember whether you felt any doubt that the bill 
would be ordered to a second reading? 

Ans. I do not recollect particularly, though as above state, I thought 



there was a majority in favor of the bill 
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Quest. 8. If the bill was of such importance as to excite the solicitude 
you express do you not think you would have been as apt to notice the 
majority in its favor, as you would to notice how mr Byrnes votes? 

Ans. Whether I should have been as apt to notice the majority in its 
favor, as mr Byrnes' voted, from the importance of the subject or the soli¬ 
citude I felt, might depend on may other circumstances, though I will 
answer it is probable. 

Quest. 9. Is your recollection as distinct now about the majority, as it 
is about Byrnes vote? 

Ans. Mr recollection is distinct that Mr Byrnes votes against the bill. 

I am also confident that I believed there was a majority in its favor. I 
do not pretend to say how large I thought that majority would be. 

Quest. 10. Do you remember whether the ayes and noes were taken on 
the question to order the bill to its second reading? 

Ans. I have not a distinct recollection whether the ayes and noes were 
taken. My recollection is not distinct as to the different votes which 
were taken, but I am certain that in all that were taken. Mr Byrnes 
voted with the opponents of the bill. 

Quest. 11. Did not mr Coopwood in his argument, insist that the bill 
ought to be permitted to go to its second reading in the usual way, and did 
it not so pass to its second reading in the usual way? 

Ans. I think mr Coopwood did insist that the rule should not be dis¬ 
pensed with, and that the bill should be permitted to go to its second 
reading in the usual way; I also think he opposed it, when on its passage 
to a second reading. 

Quest. 12. Is your impression as strong that Mr Coopwood voted 
against the bill passing to a second reading, as that mr Byrnes so voted? 

Ans. It is. I believe they voted together during the first day. 

Quest. 13. How far was your seat from that of Mr Byrnes? 

Ans. I cannot state the distance exactly, but I suppose between fifteen 
and thirty feet. 

Quest. 14. Is not the vote which mr Byrnes gave on suspending the 
rule, the circumstance that induced the belief on your mind, that he voted 
generally against the bill? and if there is any other state it? 

Ans. I have before stated that mr recollection of the different votes 
taken was too indistinct, to state the manner in which they were taken, 
though I am sure there were other beside the one on suspending the rule, 
which told me he voted against the bill. 

Quest. 15. Have you a clear recollection that he voted against the bill 
going to a second reading particularly? 

Ans. I have before stated that I believed there was opposition to the 
bill in every stage of its progress through the house, and that mr Byrnes 
voted with the opposition during the first day. I further state that I have 
not a distinct recollection whether there was opposition to its going to a 
second reading, but believed, as before state, that there was, and that mr 
Byrnes voted in the opposition. 

Here the examination of mr Fitts closed. And the committee adjourned 
till to-morrow morning at 1/4 past nine o'clock. 

Wednesday morning, January 20th, 1830. The committee met pursuant 
to adjournment, all the members being present. The committee proceeded 
in the examination of the evidence offered by mr Bates. Mr A. C. Horton, 

a member of the House from.county, was called at the instance of mr 

Bates, appeared, was duly sworn, and examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Question 1. Do you know how mr Byrnes, the Representative from 




Mobile county, voted on the bill to close the land office at Courtland? If 
you do state it particularly through all the stages of the bill. 
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Answer. Mr Byrnes voted against the dispensing with the rule, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, and I think voted against the bill's 
going to a second reading. Mr Byrnes inquired of me what Dr Fearn's 
views were in introducing the bill to close the land office, which inquiry 
was after the introduction of the bill, and before any vote was taken. My 
answer was, I believe the cause of the introduction of the bill was to make a 
forfeiture of the donation that thereby the lands might be brought into mar¬ 
ket under the auction system, so as to permit those people of Huntsville, or 
Madison to speculate on the wants of the people, as they had done for the last 
seven or eight years. Mr Byrnes then observed, if that was the case he would 
voted against the bill. I believe those were the causes which induced him 
to give the voted he did on the first day. I asked him on the second day 
why he had deserted us. He said he had been informed that it was merely 
to close the office to have an investigation of the conduce of the commis- 
oners, and that the office would then be opened against. After the first day 
he voted in favor of dispensing with the rule, saying that the bill would pass, 
and he wanted to get clear of it as quick as possible, and I think voted for 
the bill on all other question. 

Quest. 2. What did you hear mr Byrnes say in relation to his voted on said 
bill on the day before yesterday, when the publications of mr Bates were 
read in the House, and ordered to be spread upon the journals? 

Ans. There were four or five of us standing together by the fire, arguing 
whether it was a fit subject to be brought before the committee. I obser¬ 
ved that I thought it was, as the Speaker had called on the House to have 
the subject investigated, I for one should vote for it, I did not feel willing to 
give a certificate and shrink back from the investigation, it would give the 
world room to say that we had given certificates and were not willing to 
have them investigated, that I had never given a certificate but what I be¬ 
lieved to be correct. As well as my recollection serves me, mr Byrnes 
observed that mr certificate was correct. 

Quest. 3. Did or did not mr Byrnes state that there was no difference 
between the facts and mr Bates' statement? 

Ans. I Cannot recollect more than I have stated in answer to the second 
question. 

Quest. 4. Does the certificates which you have, and as read in the House, 
contain a true statement of the facts as they occurred? 

Ans. As well as my recollection serves me, it does. 

Quest. 5. Did mr Byrnes voted with your, or against you? state how many 
times each way. 

Ans. I do not recollect how many times. I think he voted twice with 
me against the suspension of the rule, and against the second reading. I 
think the balance of the time, he voted against us. I voted against the bill 
in every shape, even to the title. 

Mr Horton was then cross examined by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Quest. 1. Is your belief that mr Byrnes voted against the bill's going to 
a second reading, founded on the conversation you had with him, and his 
voted against suspending the rule? Ans. It is. 

Quest. 2. State the manner in which mr Bates applied to your for your 
statement which he has published, and whether he did not counsel from 
you his intention of assailing me in the newspapers. 

Ans. Mr Bates applied to me to know if I knew how mr Byrnes voted with 
regard to the bill closing the land office at Courtland. I replied I thought I did. 

I then stated to him in the manner I have before stated to the committee, 
and in my certificate, he told me the reason why he wanted to know, Col 



Hogan and himself differed in their statements. He never intimated 
to me that he intended the certificate for publication until some short time 
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after he and obtained the certificate. I knew nothing of a difference exist¬ 
ing between him and the Speaker. 

Quest. 3. When mr Byrnes said the your statement was correct, in the 
conversation had, when the house was consideration on the propriety of the 
investigation, did he say any thing about his voted on the bill being ordered to 
a second reading. 

Ans. He merely observed that my certificate was correct, and they could 
make nothing of it; al that he minded was then Ligon and other we were 
trying to put him down. The counsel of mr Bates objected to so much of 
the witnessed's answer as states mr Byrnes' opinion that Ligon and others in¬ 
tended to put him down, as irrelevant to the subject matter of investigation 
by the committee. Mr Gayle's counsel insisted on the answer being pt 
down, because it would shew that mr Byrnes was on his guard, and did not 
intend to admit any thing further than that he voted against at suspending the 
rule. The committee decided that all that mr Byrnes said at that time and 
place should be heard, and the objection of mr Bates' counsel was over¬ 
ruled. Mr Horton was then re-examined by mr Bates's counsel. 

Ques. How far were you setting from mr Byrnes when he inquired of you 
the object of the bill and gave the first vote thereon? 

Ans. He was setting immediately adjoining me, at the next desk, when 
the voted to suspend the rule was taken, and I think he was also when the 
vote for the second reading was taken, but I don not recollect distinctly. 

When the vote was taken to suspend the rule I recollect nodding to mr 
Byrnes to oppose it. And here the examination of mr Horton ended. Mr 
Bates here closed the testimony on his part for the present. Mr Gayle then 
commenced the examination of the witnessed on his part. Tho. Fearn, a 
member of the House from Madison county, was sent for at the instance of 
mr Gayle, appeared, was lawfully sworn, and was examined by mr Gayle's 
counsel. 

Quest. 1. Have you a distinct recollection of the vote which mr Byrnes 
gave when the bill to close the land office at Courtland, was ordered to a 
second reading? 

Ans. I have no distinct recollection at this time, of any particular vote 
given by mr Byrnes upon the bill for closing the land office at Courtland. 

In addition to the above, Mr Fearn's answer, as written by him after the 
word "Courtland," was as follows : The impression, however, left upon my 
mind, and which has remained unchanged, was that mr Byrnes was opposed 
to the bill on the first day, and in favor of it on the subsequent readings. 

These impressions were founded upon the votes of mr Byrnes in relation to 
that bill, but at this distance of time, I am unable to recollect with distinct¬ 
ness, the votes of that gentleman upon all the questions, or upon any par¬ 
ticular one which arose. Indeed, if the yeas and nays had not been called 
upon any question, I cannot conceive it possible to recollect, or even know 
the voted of any particular member, unless attention had been fixed upon him. 

To this latter part of mr Fearn's answer, mr Gayle's counsel objected, on 
the ground that it was not legal evidence, and prayed the committee to reject 
it. The committee determined that it was no legal evidence, and excluded 
it. To this decision of the committee mr Bates by his counsel excepts. 

Ques. 2. How far was your seat from that of mr Byrnes when the said 
bill was ordered to a second reading? 

Ans. I do not recollect whether I was upon the floor or occupying my 
my seat; I believe mr Byrnes was in his usual seat, which was at some dis¬ 
tance from the seat which I occupied, or the part of the floor on which I 
stood if on the floor. 



Quest. 3. Have you any knowledge from mr Bates, or otherwise, that he 
instructed the editor of the Mobile Register, or any other persons, not to let- 
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his publication appear, till after the adjournment of the legislature? Ans. No. 

Mr Fearn was then cross examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Ques. 1. Does the statement you made in relation to mr Byrnes' vote on 
the law closing the land office at Courtland in the House on the first day, and 
as read on the day before yesterday in the House, correspond with the 
truth? Mr Gayle's counsel object to this question as being improper, and 
the committee was of that opinion, and did not permit it to be answered., 

Ques. 2. Did you not hear Mr Bates express considerable anxiety that 
his newspaper publication should arrive before the adjournment of the 
Legislature? Ans. I do not recollect. And here the examination of mr 
Fearn ended. The committee then adjourned till 3 o'clock in the evening. 

Wednesday evening, 3 o'clock.- The committee met pursuant to adjourn¬ 
ment, all the members being present. The committee resumed the exami¬ 
nation of the witnessed of mr Gayle. Mr Thomas Coopwood, a member of 
the house from Lawrence county, was sent for, appeared, was duly sworn, 
and examined by the counsel of mr Gayle. 

Quest. 1. Have you any knowledge of the vote which mr Byrnes gave when 
the bill to close the land office at Courtland was ordered to a second read¬ 
ing? and if you have, state the circumstances which make you remember it. 

Ans. I well recollect the vote of mr Byrnes, on ordering the bill to close 
the land office, to its second reading. I sat near him on the left, and his 
vote against the motion to dispense with the constitutional rule that requires 
all bills to be read on three several days, had raised some hope in my mind 
that he would perhaps voted against its passage, but he, to my surprise, when 
the question was taken on ordering the bill to a second reading, voted in 
the affirmative. I turned to him and said, Byrnes, are you going to vote 
against me, he replied I only wished to voted against dispensing with the 
rule. 

Ques. 2. Did you complain to Maj. Hubbard on the day on which the 
bill was introduces, that mr Byrnes had turned against you? 

Ans. I think in a conversation with mr Hubbard the evening after the bill 
was introduces, I told mr Hubbard that Byrnes voted to order the bill to a 
second reading. Mr Coopwood was then cross examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Quest. 1. On what day of the session was the bill, about which you certi¬ 
fy introduced? and at what distance did you set from mr Byrnes? 

Ans. I think the bill was introduced the second day of the session. I sat 
three of four feet from mr Byrnes. 

Quest. 2. Are you certain that it was on ordering the bill to a second 
reading, and not in the second reading of the bill, that mr Byrnes first voted 
against your? Ans. I am certain that it was on the question ordering the bill 
to a second reading. 

Quest. 3. Did you not, at one time believed, that mr Byrnes was opposed 
to the bill? Ans. I at one time did hope that mr Byrnes would voted against 
the bill. This hope was raised as I have stated from the circumstance of his 
voting against the motion to dispense with the rule. 

Quest. 4. Have you a distinct recollection of the number of questions 
taken on the bill on the first day? if you have, state what they were. State 
also, as well as you recollect, how mr Byrnes voted on each. Ans. I have a 
distinct recollection that two questions were taken, one to dispense with the 
rule, the other on ordering the bill to a second reading. Mr Byrnes voted on 
the first in the negative, and on the second in the affirmative. 

Qust. 5. Do you recollect whether any other questions were ut on said 
bill on the first day? Ans. No other question would have been in ordered, 
except to lie on the table, or postpone, and I am certain that nether of 



these motions were made. Mr Coopwood's examination here closes. 

The committee here suspended for the moment, the examination of the 
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witnesses, and addressed a note to the House of Representatives ; (which 
may be seen by examining a previous part of the journal of to-day , 20th 
J anuary.) 

The committee then resumed the examination of mr Gayle's witnesses. 

Mr David Hubbard, Senator from Lawrence county was, called, he ap¬ 
peared, was sworn, and examined by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Quest. Have you any knowledge of facts that induce you to believe mr 
Byrnes voted in favor of the bill going to a 2d reading? and if so state them. 

Mr Hubbard wrote his answer to said question, which answer was object¬ 
ed to by mr Bates' counsel, as illegal evidence ; and the committee sus¬ 
tained the objection, and the answer was set aside ; to which determination 
of the committee mr Gayle excepted. [The answer of mr Hubbard, and 
which was rejected was as follows:] 

In a conversation with mr Coopwood, and the first I recollect to have had with 
him after the bill closing the land office was introduced, I made the inquiry as to whom 
he could rely upon in the House as aid in opposing its passage ; he said he had no 
hope ; that a few members, besides those from counties herein the relinquished 
lands were situated, had voted against the suspension of the rule of the House and 
passing the bill forthwith ; and that, of those who voted with him on that vote, most 
of them abandoned him on ordering the bill to a second reading. He mentioned 
particularly, the name of mr Byrnes, the member from Mobile, who, he said, had 
first voted with him, and then abandoned him. The measure struck my mind as a 
most extraordinary one, and I inquired if he had called for the ayes and noes ; he re¬ 
plied that he did not, and that it was useless. In his expressions about mr Byrnes 
he stated the Byrnes was close to him, and he appeared to think that the very great 
vote on the attempt to suspend the rule had produced an impression upon those who 
might otherwise have opposed the bill, which made them cease their opposition and 
go with the majority. He also expressed fears that undue persuasion had been used. 
This conversation about ordering the bill to a second reading, grew out of mr com¬ 
plaining of mr Coopwood for not taking the ayes and noes on that question ; and 
after stating what has been recited, he remarked that it was useless, that the vote was 
so unanimous against him, he believed a call for the ayes and noes would only pre¬ 
judice his side of the question. 

Mr Henry Goldthwaite, a member of the House from Montgomery 
county, was then called, he appeared was duly sworn, and was questioned 
by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Question Was any attempt made by mr Bates to dissuade you from 
being a member of this committee. 

Mr Goldthwaite wrote his answer, which was objected to by mr Bates' 
counsel as irrelevant testimony and improper evidence ; the objection was 
by the committee sustained, and the answer was excluded. To which de¬ 
cision of the committee mr Gayle's counsel excepted. The answer of mr 
Goldthwaite was as follows : (Mr Bates did never attempt to dissuade me 
from being a member of the committee ; on the day the committee was 
raised, before the election, Gen. Taylor came and informed me it was 
mr Bates's wish that I would not serve on the committee. I immediately 
replied, I would not. Mr Taylor has since informed me, in answer to may 
inquiries, that mr Bates did not request him to dissuade me from being 
on the committee, but that he mentioned the subject of his own accord.) 

The committee then adjourned till 7 o'clock at night. 

Wednesday night, 7 o'clock- The committee met pursuant to adjourn¬ 
ment, all the members being present. Mr Jesse W. Garth, Senator from 
Morgan county, was sent for by Mr Gayle's request; he appeared, was 
duly sworn and examined by mr Gayle's counsel. 



Question. Have you any recollection how mr Byrnes voted, when the 
bill to close the land office at Courtland, was ordered to a second reading 
in the House of Representatives? 
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Ans. Mr Garth states that he was in the lobby of the House of Repres¬ 
entatives, that mr Byrnes' back was to him, that the saw mr Coopwood 
conversing with him when the question was pending dispensing with the 
reule requiring bills to be read on three several days, that mr Byrnes voted 
against dispensing with the rule, mr Coopwood smiled, that he was attend¬ 
ing observing the votes upon a motion to give the bill a second reading, 
that mr Byrnes' back was to him and that he could not tell how he voted, 
but mr Coopwood looked at Byrnes and appeared disappointed. 

Mr Garth was then cross examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Ques. Do you know of your own knowledge, how mr Byrnes voted on 
the motion to order the bill to close the land office at Courtland to a se¬ 
cond reading, or did you hear the voted of mr Byrnes on that occasion? 

Ans. I do not. 

Mr Charles D. Conner, member of the House from Marengo county, 
and member of the committee, was called upon by mr Gayle to give evi¬ 
dence on his behalf, and was sworn. 

Question by mr Gayle. Have you examined my statement in the Com¬ 
mercial register of the 28th Dec., 1829 and is the opinion I there ex¬ 
press of the conduct of mr Byrnes, the same with the one you entertain 
on the same subject? This question was objected to by mr Bates' coun¬ 
sel as being an improper one. Mr Gayle stated that it was his desire to 
propose the same question to mr Dale, mr Richardson and mr Mims, as 
well as to mr Conner. The committee determined that the question was 
an improper one, and that it was inadmissable. To which decision mr 
Gayle excepts. Mr J ohn B. Hogan, Senator from Mobile, was then 
sent for by mr Gayle's request, he appeared, was duly sworn, and ex¬ 
amined by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Question 1. Did mr Fitts have any conversation with you as to the course 
pursued by mr Byrnes on the day of the bill to close the land office at Court- 
land, was introduced in the House of Representatives, and what did he say? 

Ans. I believe he did, as well as my recollection serves me he called at 
my room after the adjournment of the House and mentioned in rather a 
complaining manner, that mr Byrnes voted with mr Coopwood against the 
suspension of the rule, and think he felt somewhat warm on the subject. 

I replied to him that it was a new business with mr Byrnes and I would 
speak to him, and had no doubt that when he understood the necessity of 
forwarding the bill, that he would go right. 

Ques. 2. Has mr Byrnes not uniformly said he voted for the bill on al 
questions but the one to suspend the rule, and have you not frequently 
heard him so declare in my room and in my presence? (Mr Bates' counsel 
objected to that question being put to the witness, as being illegal. The 
committee determined that the question was proper, and it was propounded 
to mr Hogan.) Ans. I answer in the affirmative. 

Mr Bates' counsel except to this decision of the committee. 

Mr Hogan was then cross examined by mr Bates' counsel. 

Question 1. Have you a distinct recollection that on the occasions allu¬ 
ded to mr Fitts complained that mr Byrnes had voted against the suspension 
of the rule merely ordering the bill to close the land office at Courtland to 
a second reading, or did he not complain of the votes of mr Byrnes gener¬ 
ally on that day and on the occasion alluded to, and did he not inform you 
in the same conversation that the bill had passed to a second reading? 

Ans. To the first part of this question, I reply, that I am strongly im¬ 
pressed with the opinion, that his complaint against mr Byrnes was in re¬ 
lation to the vote given against the suspension of the rule, and I will add 



a circumstance that fixed it on my memory, it is this, that the next morn¬ 
ing before I got out of my bed, I rallied mr Byrnes for voting against the 
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rule, and he replied that this was a new business to him, and he thought 
there was as much said for as against the measure. I n answer to the se¬ 
cond part of this question, I can only say, that I considered it as relating 
entirely to that vote. I n answer to the third part, I don not know wheth¬ 
er he informed me of that fact or not, but recollect that I was in possess¬ 
ion of it before he called at my room. 

Ques. 2. Do you or do you not recollect, that in the conversation allu¬ 
ded to, you asked mr Fitts if mr Byrnes voted against suspending the rule 
only and that Fitts' rely was, that he voted against the bill entirely and 
with mr Coopwood? 

Ans. I cannot recollect whether I asked mr Fitts this question or not. I 
may have done so, but my recollection is that all the complaint made by 
him against mr Byrnes' vote was to the suspension of the rule, and I co¬ 
incided with mr Fitts in opinion that the rule should have been suspended 
and as I before state, rallied mr Byrnes for not voting for it. 

And here the examination of mr Flogan ended. 

Mr William Taylor, a member of the Fiouse from Dallas county, was 
called at the instance of mr Gayle ; he appeared, was sworn and examined 
by mr Gayle's counsel. 

Question. Have you any distinct recollection of the vote given by mr 
Byrnes when the bill to close the land office at Courtland was ordered to 
a second reading? 

Ans. I have not now a distinct recollection of the vote of mr Byrnes 
upon any particular reading of the bill, but I think I recollect distinctly 
that he voted differently on the passage of that bill. 

Mr Taylor was then cross examined by mr Bate's counsel. 

Question. Did mr Byrnes vote in different ways on the merits of the bill; 
or did he merely vote at one time against suspending the rule, but uniform¬ 
ly for the bill? Did he vote differently on different days? 

Ans. My impressions were and are now, that mr Byrnes did vote dif¬ 
ferently on different days on the same question and on the merits of the 
bill, and my impressions were made by the votes given by mr Byrnes at 
the times they were given on closing the land office at Courtland. I con¬ 
ceive a vote on suspending the rule to be a voted on the merits. 

Mr Taylor was then re-examined by the counsel for mr Gayle. 

Question. How far was your seat from mr Byrnes, and do you think at that dis¬ 
tance you could distinguish how he voted, when the vote was taken by acclamation? 

Ans. The only time I distinguished how he voted, when the voted was ta¬ 
ken by yeas and noes. Mr Taylor's examination here closed. 

Mr Benjamin Hudson, a member of the House from Franklin county, and mr 
Hervey W. Ellis, a member of the Hose from Tuscaloosa county, were sent for by 
mr Gayle ; they appeared and were sworn. It being past ten o'clock, and the com¬ 
mittee being apprised that the two branches of the Legislature had agreed to adjourn 
sine die at eleven o'clock that night, the committee enquired of messrs Gayle and 
Bates, if they had many more witnessed which they wished to examine, to which 
they both answered, that they each had several other witnesses to examine, where¬ 
upon the committee finding it impossible to close their investigation by the time fixed 
for adjournment, stopped the examination of the witnesses, and determined to rise 
and report the House. Whereupon the following report was agreed, to, to wit: 

(which may be seen in a previous part of the journal of to-day, 20th J anuary.) 

E. PARSONS, C.D. CONNER, SAM'L M MARDIS, SAM'L C OLIVER, THO. M'ELDERRY. 
Attest- GEO. N. STEWART. Sec'y of the Committee. 

Mr Williams moved that the House adjourn sine die, which was carried. 

The House then adjourned sine die. 



J OHN GAYLE. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest. T.B. TUNSTALL, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 



